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The Ideal Father 
FOREWORD 


By: Mufti Nizamud-Din Shamzi se 


Islam has come to us as a fountainhead of mercy through 
which the system of our lives can be well regulated. Islamic 
society can only be remedied when we adopt true Islamic 
fundamentals within our lives. 


The most precious capital of any nation is its children. If 
today they are playing on the laps (of their parents) then 
the same children will turn out to be the builders of 
tomorrow. When a child is born, he is confronted with two 


elders; his father and his mother. His father is his first 
teacher. 


This is the school from which the child assimilates either 
righteousness or evil habits, and character. This is the first 
teacher from which the child imbibes either the spirit of 
obedience or the bane of disobedience. Hence, it is the 
responsibility of the father that he nurtures his child in such 
a manner that the spirit of Din is ingrained in every fibre of 
the child. Therefore, the father is also required to inculcate 
these virtuous attributes within himself as the father serves 
as a practical model for the child. 


If the father inculcates favourable character, observes his 
Salah regularly and refrains from evil and sin, Insha Allah, 
the child will automatically follow the same route. 


Fourteen hundred years ago, Rasulullah # informed the 
Muslims about certain basic principles of nurturing their 
children. By practically implementing these principles, the 
Muslims brought their children up as required by Islamic 
law. They spiritually nurtured their children in a manner 
which developed the love of Allah 4¢ and His Rasul # in their 


hearts. They were moulded in such a way that their entire 
lives revolved around the spirit of Islam. People like Ibn 


o 
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“Umar ẹ, Ibn ‘Abbas æ and Ibn Zubair « were the fruit of 
this upbringing. 


With this heartfelt objective in mind, my colleague Maulana 
Muhammad Hanif `Abdul Majid Sahib and his friends have 
compiled a few life-altering books like Tohfa-e-Dulhan and 
Tohfa-e-Dulha etc. which are quite effective in eliminating 
social problems and conducive in yielding a spiritually 
healthy society. Similarly, they have initiated a series 
entitled Asan Diniyat, Asma-e-Husnaé etc. which are 


remarkably beneficial for the development of the mental 
faculties of the child. 


The kitab under review ‘The Ideal Father’ is also part of 
these series. This book deals with, amongst other things, 
the correct Islamic principles of raising children and the 
Islamic formulae for moulding them as perfect Muslims. This 
humble servant has cast a glance over selected parts of the 
book. I’m sure the other parts of this book are authentic as 
well. The writing of the book is sincere, simple and all 
encompassing. The masses would find it easy to understand. 
I am of the view that this k/tab, like the previous two, is 
quite beneficial in the upbringing of the child. 


May Allah 3¢ accept this book and grant the Ummah the 
divine guidance to practice upon it and may He render this 
book & source of treasure in the hereafter for Maulana as 
well his colleagues and may Allah 2¢ grant him the ability to 
continue providing such services to His Din. Amin. 


Mufti Nizamud-Din Shami 

Lecturer - Jam iah ‘Uladmul Islamiyyah 
‘Allamah Binnori Town 

Karachi - Pakistan 
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About The Book 


This book deals with, amongst other things, the 
responsibilities devolving upon the Muslim father. For 
instance, the selection of a pious and devoted wife, making 
Du'as for pious children, adoption of the golden principles of 
child-rearing, pursuit of the vital strategies in the mental 
development of the child, Islamic spiritual enhancement, to 
ensure that Tauhid (the unity of Allah 46) is embedded in 
every fibre of the child, to endeavour to cultivate the spirit 
of the love of Allah 3 and the love of His beloved Rasul # 


within their hearts. How can these innocent children of 
today become perfect Mu'mins, Mujahids, Da‘ies, and 
leaders of the Ummah tomorrow? How can the importance 
of the Holy Qur'an and the Ahadith be cultivated within 
them? How can the love and reverence of the parents be 
nurtured within their hearts? Taking into account their 
temperaments and the occasion, how can the children be 
brought up to possess the Dini concern of the whole Ummah 
and how to cultivate within them the spirit of selflessness 


that enables them to sacrifice everything they have for one 
another? 


These and a number of other issues are discussed in this 
book in the light of illustrations and narratives whilst taking 
into account certain basic principles of psychology. Many 
other such issues are very simply dealt within this book, 
which can easily be brought into practice by the father 
thereby making him a role model for his children. 


We cherish a fervent hope upon Allah 4¢ that the practical 
implementation of these principles will bring about a 
Spiritually wholesome and peaceful society and every 


hcusehold may become a reflection of Jannah in this world. 
{Insha Allah} 
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An Important Request 


During the course of you reading this book, if you do come 
across any errors or shortcomings, or if you do feel the need 
to forward any constructive criticism, kindly inform the 
publishers or the Ustads of Madrasah Baytul `IIm, Gulshan- 
e-Iqbal, Karachi. We would be greatly indebted to you and 
we would remember you in our special Du'as, Insha Allah. 


Wassalam. 
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E 
How to Read This Book 


Remember that the intention of a Muslim is of paramount 
importance. Hence, before reading this book form the 
intention that I am reading this book to please Allāh 4, and 


that I will endeavour to practice whatever Dini-related 
issues are mentioned in this book. If you read it with this 
intention, Allah 4 will definitely grant you the divine ability 
to practice. If you do encounter any difficulty in carrying out 
anything, Allah 4 will simplify it for you, due to your sincere 
intention and the barkat of your purpose. Whatever time 


you spend in reading this book will all be regarded as Din 
and as a form of ‘Ibadat. 


This kitab is vital for a favourable family life. If the family is 
disciplined, society will also follow suit. If one’s domestic life 
is in order then his life outside the home will also be in 
order, Hence, we urge you to earnestly read these advices 
on domestic reformation and try as far as possible to refrain 
from those things warned about in this book. Read this book 
with the intention of self-reformation and with the intention 


that 1 will refrain and make others refrain from such 
offences. The soul of the kitab lies 


in practically 
implementing its teachings. If the kitab's values are put into 
practice, one may well say that he has read the book 


otherwise not. I hope you keep in mind our plea during the 
course of your reading. 


1. Before reading this book make Du'a saying, O Allah! 
Render this book a source of my guidance and make me 


an idyllic mentor and a pious and model father for my 
children. 


Allocate such a time for reading this book that is devoid 
of any unease and confusion. There could be a possibility 
that you are uneasy over some other issue whereas you 


feel that the subject matter of the Kitab is throwing you 
into turmoil. 


———<—.. A... ss 


-Age 18 


The Ideal Father 





3. We urgently implore you to read the entire book from 
cover to cover but in sequence. Even if it takes you a 
whole month or more, read the whole book in sequence. 
Take the total number of pages and work out an average 
daily-read. Thereafter read the allotted pages for each 
day making use of a bookmark at the end of each read. 

4. Keep a pen at hand whilst reading this book. Mark off 
the points you feel you are lacking in. Read those 


advices repeatedly and make Du'a for reforming yourself 
accordingly. 


Another benefit of keeping a pen at hand is that you will be 
able to add on some additional point which you feel will 
benefit another reader. Also whilst studying this book, you, 
as a Muslim man or as a husband or as a father, may want 
to share some point of responsibility with your Muslim 
brothers which they may find conducive to alleviating their 
domestic problems. You may share your advices with others 
by jotting down notes in the margin or alternatively if you 
feel that something beneficial has been left out from this 
book, make a note of it on a separate sheet of paper under 
the heading of ‘elaboration’. Specify the page number and 
line under which you feel this should be added and 
thereafter submit this to the compiler or publisher. 


Whilst reading this book, remember all the married couples 
of the world in your Du'as. Make Du'ā that Allah 4s 
engenders love and affection between them and that they 
become a means of pious children and that may Allah 4 


bestow upon them the blessings of happiness and joy. Make 
Du'a every single day saying, O Allah! Cultivate true love 
between all those who are tying the knot today and render 
this union a source of love and pious children. 


Offer this book to other Muslim brothers as well. Also draw 
the attention of the other brothers towards those aspects of 
this book dealing with Imani and Akh/aqi (moral) progress. 
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And finally, we request your special Du'as for the author of 
this book, the authors of the books employed in the 
compilation of this book, and the “Ulama or others who 
quided this publication and those who assisted in the 
publication of this book in any way whatsoever. You will also 


benefit from this Du'a. Do not overlook us whilst making 
Du'a. 


May Allah 4 reward you. 


What will happen to my Children after My Death? 


People deliberate over this dilemma and somehow manage 
doing something for the benefit of their children. Such 
people are considered far-sighted and intelligent. However, 


What will happen to the Children after Their Death? 


Very few people ponder over this question whereas this is 
the primary question. If our children lack piety and 
righteousness, no matter what their worldly achievements, 
they would be doomed to failure. 


Far-sighted and intelligent people are much more concerned 
about the hereafter than this transitory world. If you are a 
far-sighted and intelligent father, concern yourself with the 
piety and righteousness of your children. 


Pray (make Du‘a) for Your Children 


As the occasions demand, there are a number of techniques 
one can employ in bringing up children. However, Hadrat 
Shaikh ‘Abdul-Wahhab Sh'arani rahmatullahi ‘alaih writes in 
Lataiful-Minan Wal-Akhlaq: “The most effective step in 
reforming the children lies in the parents making constant 
Du'a for their children.” 
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Du‘a does not financially burden anyone nor does it require 
any form of enormous sacrifice. Therefore, the easiest 
course of action for the betterment of your children’s 
religious and worldly life is Ou'a. A number of parents are 
seen grumbling about the moral decomposition of their 
children and they hold the children responsible for this moral 
decay. Why are they so neglectful of the simple but 
impressive technique shown to us by Allah 4? Nonetheless, 
let us all undertake to make special Du'as for our children 
without any form of deficiency on our part. 


The lives of all the Ambiya +a, particularly the personality of 
Rasulullah 4 is worth following. Making Du'a for the children 
has been the tradition of all the Ambiya ss. In actual fact, 
the Ambiya ə, are well-acquainted with the correct 
procedure and words of the Du'as. Their Du'as are 


educational and enlighten us on how to ask and what to ask 
for in our Du'‘as. 


The Du'as mentioned in the Holy Qur'an and Ahadith are 
Du‘as gleaming with prophetic intuition. The Du'as are such 
as though Allah 4 Himself is proposing, make Du'a in this 
manner and ask of Me like this. There is no doubt that Allah 
Ta‘ala would readily accept such Duʻās. So, all Muslim 
parents are requested to pray with these words especially 
after the five daily Fard Salah. 


Some of these Du'‘as are: 


GBA 2 SLES 


- 


Translation: “O Allah! Grant me a pious child.” 


What a simple but comprehensive Du'‘a! Recite this Du'a 
repeatedly even whilst walking about. Encourage your wife 
to do the same. Especially during pregnancy, you and your 
wife should make this Du'a your sole interest. Insha Allah, 





Page is 


- 





Allah 4% will bless you with a child that wo tie 
worldly and Dini success not only for you but also for 
entire family and generations to come. 
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uld be a source of - 


NL Soh Sy CIAL sO; 


"O Allah! Render this city (Makkah) safe and safeguard my sons and 
I from the worshiping of idols.” [Surah Ibrahim verse 35] 


This is a magnificent Ou'a to protect oneself from shirk 
(polytheism), to entertain flawless belief in the oneness of 
Allah & and to entrench the belief of monotheism within the 
heati. With regard to this Du'a, Mufti Muhammad Shafi 
Sahib rahmatullahi ‘alaih writes: “The Ambiya « are totally 
untarnished by sin. There is no question of them committing 
any form of sin let alone idol worshipping. However, Ibrahim 
™ includes himself in this Du'a. The reason for this is that 
the Ambiya $ maintain an innate fear of falling into danger. 
Another reason he made this Du'a is to beg Allah 3 to 
protect his children from idol worship. In order to portray 
the gravity of this transgression to his children he included 
himself also in this Du'a. Allah 36 accepted the Du'a of His 
Khalil, Ibrahim +8 and He safeguarded the children of 
Ibrahim $ from idol worship.” [Ma‘ariful Qur'an vol.5 p.260] 


. a 4%, G A ais 7% 7 e. as - cu? * eae -f 2 “SS 
pete) Ls) p rab hes oe 655 153 AF oN 853 gt RA GIS 
S Na E BH pe se Ol E Bil Jae Sh 
- we 
5953 
“Our Lord! I have settled my family near Your sacred house in a 
barren valley. Our Lord, so that they may establish Salah. So incline 
the hearts of some people towards them and (purely out of your 


power) feed them with fruits so that they may express gratitude 
(over these bounties).” (Surah Ibrahim verse 37] 


-CŘ re eee, 
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Actually, this Du'a was made by Hadrat Ibrahim # whilst he 
was departing from Makkah leaving his wife, Hadrat Hajirah 
alaihas salam and his son, Hadrat Isma'‘tl % in an arid and 
barren valley of Makkah. With regard to this Du‘a, Hadrat 
Maulana Mufti Muhammad Shafi Sahib rahmatullahi ‘alaih 
writes in Ma‘ariful Qur'an under the caption, ‘The wisdom 
behind the Du'a of Hadrat Ibrahim *’: “On one hand Hadrat 
Ibrahim +5 fulfils the right of his companionship with Allah 
45; the moment he was commanded to proceed towards 


Sham (Syria), he did so. Without the least bit of hesitation, 
he executed the commandment of Allah 3¢ and left his 


beloved wife and suckling child in a barren and parched 
land. In executing this commandment, he didn’t even linger 
to console his wife and explain to her that he is fulfilling a 
divine commandment. He set out the instant he received 
this divine commandment. 


On the other hand, he fulfils the rights of his family as well. 
The moment he emerged from the valley and he was unable 
to see them, he made Du'‘a for their protection and safety. 
He made preparations for their comfort. He was well-aware 
of the fact that a Duâ made whilst executing a 
commandment of Allah 4 is never rejected. And this is 


exactly what transpired. A deserted woman and a vulnerable 
child were not only well cared for but with their blessing, a 


whole city sprang up.” [Extracted with amendments from Ma‘ariful 
Qur'an vol.5 p.264) 


The point highlighted in this point of discussion is that 
compliance with the divine commandments of Allah % is of 


utmost importance. This accompanied by Du'a adds ‘lustre 
to gold.’ In other words, performance of the five daily Salah 
with Jama‘at, timeous and prompt payment of Zakat for a 
possessor of Nisab, the performance of Hajj for he who can 
afford the journey, the proper discharge of human rights, to 
spend one’s life, wealth and abilities in bringing the whole of 
mankind onto the path of Din, coupled with the 
implementation of these, if one maintains constant Du'a, 


es 
Pate 2 a 


i 
1) 
l 
j 
iji 
} 
ii 
i) 
ii} 
1i 
ti 
ib) 
j 
rt 
i 
j 
| 
l 
if 
ii} 
} 


| 
f 
| 


Í 

l 

7 

fia 

tal 
i 


The Ideal Father 


there is no doubt of the encouraging reception of his Du‘a. 
His Du'a will be accepted without delay. 


Moreover, it is important to be earnestly attentive towards 
the legitimate needs of the wife and children and to work 
hard at providing Ha/a/ sustenance for them. If not Birvan/, 
Qorma, chicken and silk then at least lentils, vegetables and 
cotton, When you have to go out in the path of Allah 3< for 


the elevation of Din and you take your family members in 
confidence, whilst being concerned about their rights, it is 
also essential to weep and make Du'a for them. Make Du'‘a 
for their Hidayat (divine guidance), dedication, safety and 
trouble-free life. 
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“My Lord! Make me an establisher of Salah and from my children as 
well. Our Lord! Accept (this) Du'a.” (Sirah Ibrahim verse 40] 


This is a very prominent Du'a frequently recited after Ourud 
Sharif in Salah. The ultimate form of goodwill and 
benevolence you may shower over your children lies in you 
making them meticulous of their Salah. This is why Hadrat 
[brahim s» made Du‘a not only for his own children but also 
for his future descendants. Every Muslim and ideal father 
should ensure that his wife and children are particular with 
their Salah. There are various techniques in accomplishing 
this objective as coming up in the forthcoming pages. 
Together with this, the aforementioned Du'a is an excellent 
Du'a to make. Therefore, make a dedicated effort to recite it 
frequently. 
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“Our Lord! Grant us from amongst our wives and children ‘coolness 
of the eyes’ (i.e. comfort), and make us leaders of the Muttaqin 
(Allah-conscious people).” /Sûrah Furgan verse 74) 
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This is a sacred Du'a mentioned in the Holy Qur'an. Allah a 


reckons the supplicants of this Du'a from amongst His 
unique and devout servants. In other words, one of the 
attributes of the faithful devotees of Allah 3 is the recitation 


of this Du‘a. The ‘coolness of the eyes’ as mentioned in this 
Du‘a, according to the commentary of Hadrat Hasan Basri 
rahmatullahi ‘alaih, refers to the delight of the eye a person 
experiences when he witnesses his family engaged in the 
obedience of Allah 4. It would also be correct to include in 


this meaning, the outward compassion, security and 
prosperity enjoyed by the wife and children. 


The Du'‘a also reveals that the devoted servants of Allah 4% 


do not restrict themselves to their own actions and spiritual 
reformation but they are also concerned about the welfare 
and character of their wives and children. In an effort to 
achieve this objective, one should continue making this 
Du‘a. 


With regard to the verse ‘and make us leaders of the 
Muttaqin (Allah-conscious people)’ some ‘Ulama say: “Every 
individual is a natural leader of his wife and children.” 
Therefore, the essence of the Du'a is, “O Allah! Make my 
wife and children Muttagis (Allah-conscious).” Once they 
become Muttagis, this person wouid naturally become the 
leader of the Muttaqin. 


To sum up, the Du‘a does not advocate soliciting Imamat 
and leadership but the objective of the Du'a is to ask Allah % 


to make you such, that people follow you in Din and ‘Ama/ 
and that your Din and ‘Ama/ benefits them also that you 
may also reap the reward. Hadrat Makhul Shami 
rahmatullahi ‘alaih says: “The objective of the Du'a is to 
accomplish an elevated status of Taqwa by means of which 
even the Muttagis would benefit from our actions.” 


For his special servant, Hadrat Anas +, Rasuluilah # prayed 
in the following words: 
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‘O Allah! Increase his wealth and children and bless him with what 
You had bestowed upon him.” (Mishkat vol.2 p.575] 


So every Muslim father should make Du'a for his sons and 
daughters for the goodness of Din and dunyd. Pray fervently 
and sincerely, O Allah! Render my children committed and 
sincere Muslims of Your Din. Grant them the divine guidance 
to adhere to the sacred Sunnah of Rasulullah # and keep 
them steadfast. O Allah! Utilise them for disseminating the 
Din of Rasulullah % in the entire world. Make them sincere 
servants of Din and grant them the spirit to surrender 
everything for the sake of Din. O Allah! Render them ‘Alims, 
Hafizes, Da'‘ies and Muballighs. O Allah! Guide them and 
employ them to guide others. Keep them safe from the 
calamities of this world and the next. Let them not be in 
need of anyone other than You and, O Allah! Make them 
pious children. Amin. 


O Allah! Embellish our children with the splendour of Im4n. 
Make them guides and well guided themselves. O Allah! 
Increase my knowledge and the knowledge of my children. 
Guide them and save them from waywardness and defiance 
and take them into Your distinctive mercy. Verily, you are 
the greatest of providers. O Allah! Protect my children and 
me from the accursed Shaytan. O Allah! Bestow us with 
outstanding character and save us from all forms of lewd 
behaviour. 


O Allah! Adorn my Din and the Din of my children wherein 
lies our safety, rectify our dunya wherein lies our livelihood 
and resolve our hereafter towards which we are bound to 
return. Amin. 


Similarly, taking into account the circumstances, you may 
make any appropriate Du'a. Beseech Allah 3%. Weep before 


Him, He will accept your Du‘a. Thereafter, you and your 


re 


Page 23 


Aih ' 





The Ideal Father 


children will enjoy the contentment of this world and the 
next. 


Du'as are accepted at any given time. There is no 
predetermined time for its acceptance. However, entreating 
Allah 3s at the following occasions is more conducive to the 


acceptance of Du‘as. Therefore, ask of Allah 3 particularly at 
these times: 


1. At the latter part of the night (at Tahajjud time). In 
fact Allah 36 Himself advises His devotees to ask of 


Him at this time, as He will surely accept their Du‘as. 

2. During the night of Jumu'‘ah (i.e. between Thursday 
and Friday night). 

3. During the day of Friday. 

4. During the night of Qadr. 

5. At the time of Azan. 

6. In-between Azan and Iqamah. 

7. Immediately after “Hayya ‘Alas-Salah and Hayya 
‘Alal-Falah.” 

8. At the time of Iqamah. 

9. Whilst travelling in the path of Allah 4s. 

10. After the Fard Salah. 

11.Whilst in Sajdah. 

12. After the Ti/awat (recitation) of the Holy Qur'an. 

13. After the completiun of the Holy Qur'an. 

14. On the day of ‘Arafat (the 9°" of Zul-Hijjah). 

15.At the time of Jft&r during the Holy month of 
Ramadan. 

16. Whilst it is raining. 

17.Whilst drinking Zam-Zam water. 

18. At the crowing of a cock. 


19.After disbursing charity or after the performance of 
any good deed. 


With utmost humility and submissiveness, beseech Allah £% 


on these occasions. If you are unacquainted with any of the 
Du'as, read the Du‘ kitabs like Hizbul-A’zam, Hisn Hasin, 
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Pur Nur Du'aen (by Mufti Muhammad Taqi ‘Uthmani Sani3), 
Mustanad Majmi'ah Wazaif (compiled by the Ustads of 
Madrasah Baitul-‘Ilm) etc. 


May Allah 3% render us all affectionate and kind to our 


children and may He make us constantly pray for our 
children. Amin. 


Express Gratitude on the Birth of Children 


Whether it is a boy or a girl, children are a wonderful Ni'mat 
(boon) of Allah 3. They are a blessing in terms of the dunya 


and in terms of the hereafter. The splendour and bliss of the 
household lies in the existence of children within its four 
walls. Children bring in their wake goodness and blessings. 
They are your successors who will keep your teachings, 
traditions and memories alive. 


They are a blessing in the Dini (religious) sense as well. If 
these children are reared within a true Islamic framework 
and the same children perform any form of Dini work, you 
will also be fully rewarded for whatever they accomplish. If, 
Allah & forbid, one of them dies in infancy or childhood and 
acknowledging it to be the will of Allah 4% you exercise 
patience upon this loss, you will be rewarded abundantly. 
The same child will serve as a shield for his parents from the 
fire of hell. He will intercede on behalf of his parents and his 
intercession will be accepted. If you happen to pass away 
before your children, pious children will prove to be an 
unremitting source of reward for you right until the last day. 
Therefore, express your gratitude unto Allah 3% profusely. “O 
Allah! I am extremely grateful to You for having bestowed 
this wonderful blessing upon me. A blessing that cannot be 
acquired neither with power nor wealth.” “O Allah! Grant me 
the ability to rear this child to become a Mujahid and Dâ“ in 
your path.” 
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Such an expression of gratitude is a Sunnah of the Ambiya 
#2 and also a divine commandment of Allah 4. When Hadrat 
Zakariyya %3 was issued the glad tidings of the birth of 
Hadrat Yahya *8, he was left dumbfounded. Upon this allah 
3% responded: “Likewise Allah 4 does as He pleases.” Allah 


35 also commanded him: “Remember your Lord profusely 
and glorify Him morning and evening.” 


In other words: “Remember your Lord profusely (with the 
heart) and glorify Him liberally (with the tongue) at sunset 
and in the morning as well.” (Ma‘driful-Qur‘dn vol.2 p.62) 


Similarly, Ibrahim #8 expressed his gratitude thus: 
“All praised are due to Allah 3g Who has bestowed upon me 
Isma‘il and Ishaq in such an old age.” 


So, if Allah 4 blesses you with children, instead of engaging 


in other futile activities, express your gratitude and praise 
for Allah 36. Make Du'a for their strict adherence to Din. In 


actual fact, appreciation or gratitude actually entails utilizing 
the item in the correct purpose. Allah 4 has bestowed you 


with children so that they may be reared religiously, they 
may be nurtured with an aversion to this transitory world 
and when they grow up they may sacrifice their lives and 
wealth for the progress of Din throughout the four corners of 
the world and they are bestowed upon you so that you bring 
them up as faithful followers of Rasulullah #. Now when you 
shove this responsibility upon someone else and the child 
grows up living for a few coppers of this fleeting world, this 
is a form of gross ingratitude towards this great blessing of 
children. May Allah 36 grant us the true understanding of Din 
and may He grant us the divine guidance to truly appreciate 
this grea* blessing. Amin. 
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The Value of Children 


The first and foremost right the child has over you is that 
you at least realise his value and worth. Don’t regard his 
presence an unwieldy burden. Consider him a wonderful 
blessing of Allah 3. If you fail to appreciate his value and 
worth, you will never be able to fulfil his additional rights. 


In order to treat the children correctly, recognising their 
value is indispensable. Children are a great Ni'mat (boon) of 
Allah %. They are the splendour and the blessing of the 
household and a source of goodness for the Din as well as 
the dunya (world). 


As far as Din is concerned, they are an unparalleled boon of 
Allah %. They are a unique assistant and successor to you in 
matters of Din. They are a source of coolness to your eyes 
and contentment to your heart in Dini affairs. If you rear 
them correctly, they would turn out to become guardians of 
the Dini traditions and principles. They are a source of 
disseminating Din to the entire universe. They are a source 
of contentment and comfort to the whole world. This is why 
Hadrat Zakariyya #8 implored Allah Ta‘ala in the following 
words: 


“My Lord! Grant me from Thy side pleasant children.” [Sūrah 
Al-‘Imran verse 38] 


He also requested Allah % to make his son his successor in 
Dini affairs. This is how the Holy Qur'an describes it: 


“So grant me from Your side a special companion who will 


succeed me and succeed the progeny of Ya'qub.” /Sdrah 
Maryam verse 50) 


In other words, render him a legatee of the Dint Ndr 
(refulgence) originating from the household of Hadrat 
Ya'qlb #8 (Hadrat Ya'qub #8 was one of the forebearers of 
Hagrat Zakariyya 2), 
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Children are a source of admiration and honour in this world 
as well as the next. This is why you should rear your 
children in such a manner that they become disseminators 
of the Din of Rasulullah % and they take pride in sacrificing 
their lives and wealth in spreading this message to the four 
corners of the globe. 


Your Attitude on the Birth of a Girl 


Whether you beget a boy or a girl, you rejoice with joy. It is 
only natural that you rejoice. In fact you expect your friends 
and relatives to share in your happiness as well. And this is 
exactly what happens because Islam has made you 
intellectually radiant and the lifestyle of Rasulullah # is 
before you. In the face of this, it does not behove you to 
even think about any distinction between a male issue and 
female issue. Rejoicing over the birth of a boy and mourning 
over the birth of a girl or to cherish a preference to boys 
over girls is an un-Islamic perspective and code of conduct. 
Our Islamic society should be liberated from such ideologies 
and this is generally the case. 


Nonetheless, there are still some households that fail to 
adopt the same attitude between the birth of boys and girls. 
The heartfelt ecstasy they enjoy at the birth of a boy is 
visibly lacking at the birth of a girl. The spirit with which one 
delivers the glad tidings of a boy to his relatives and friends, 
the same fervour is not employed when delivering glad 
tidings on the birth of a girl. Similarly, on the birth of a girl, 
some people congratulate the family in such a manner as 
though they are chanting a eulogy or as though they are 
sympathising with them and entreating them to exercise 
patience. 


Now, you judge for yourself. What is the implication of such 
an attitude? Although the grandmother or aunt of the girl 
baby will dandle the baby on their knees but in the case of a 
boy, their whole attitude is different. The families of the girl 
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lower their heads in shame. They are consoled with words 
like; “Don't worry! Nobody interferes in the will of Allah 4e. 


May Allah 4 alter your fortune for the better. Allah 4, has 


tested you and He will also provide you with the courage to 
face up to this misfortune.” Etc. etc. They claim to love the 
girl but not with the same passion as they do in the case of 
a boy. The hopes and aspirations of people tend to be 
completely distinctive in the case of a boy. Sometimes 
people undergo a sense of ‘misguided shyness’ and feel a bit 
reserved when they have to inform others about the birth of 
a daughter. How ridiculous! You decide! Does this attitude 
not contravene the tenets of Islam? But such is the attitude 
- advertently or inadvertently - of a number of households. 
Both men and women are guilty. 





The issue of children lies solely in the hands of Allah 4. 
Neither a person’s intentions nor his aspirations can have 
any bearing on the outcome of the sex of his children. And 
only Allah 3% knows if a boy is better for you or a girl. You 
may make Du'a or cherish the hope of a boy or a girl but 
your longings will not necessarily be carried out or your 
Du'as accepted. It is solely the prerogative of Allah 4 to 
bestow either a boy or a girl or to deprive you of both 
altogether. Nobody has the ability to change or alter His 
decision. He has no partner in power or in authority. 


In this regard Allah 3 declares: “He creates whatever He 
wills, He bestows upon whomsoever He wills a girl and he 
bestows upon whomsoever He wills a boy and for 
whomsoever he wishes, he grants both; a boy and a girl and 
whomsoever He wishes, he makes childless. Verily, He is all- 
knowing, all-powerful.” {Sdrah Shira verse 49-50] 


In other words, a man’s intentions and preferences play no 
role whatsoever in the creation of Allah 3. In fact, a person 
does not even possess knowledge in such issues. Let alone 
anyone else, even the parents, who are apparent mediums 
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in the birth of the child, play no active role in the birth of the 
child. Let alone playing a role, even the mother is unaware 
of what is transpiring within the confines of her womb. It all 
comes down to the will of Allah 4¢. He gives boys to 


whomsoever He wishes and girls to whomsoever He wishes. 
He sometimes gives both boys and girls and sometimes He 
deprives the parents altogether. 


In reference to the bestowal of children in the 
aforementioned verse, Allah 36 mentions the female issue 


first and then the male. On the implication of this verse, 
Hadrat Wathilah bin Asqa' « says: “A woman who delivers a 


female child first is very blessed indeed.” (Qurtubi as quoted by 
Ma‘ariful-Qur'an vol.7 p.712) 


In actual fact, as far as the issue of children is concerned, 
man is utterly helpless. If he ponders just over this one fact, 
he will realise that in the entire universe, the will of just one 
single being is instituted and He has no partner in His 
divinity. No measure of sainthood or miracles or ta'wizes 
(amulets) or medical marvels of any sort play a role in the 
issue of children. Let alone enabling others to get children or 
let alone enabling others to get males instead of females, 
even the greatest of saints is unable to create a child 
according to his liking. If he has no children, all his 
endeavours in begetting children would amount to naught. 


Furthermore, employing whatever academic tools you have 
at your disposal, you would be unable to determine whether 
a girl is good for you or a boy. We have witnessed a number 
of households in which there are girls only, but they are 
ideals of goodness, comfort and ease whilst other 
households were proud to have boys only, but each one of 
them turned out to be a nightmare to the parents. The 
parents are so despondent with their sons that they refuse 
to even mention them whilst the parents of the girls are so 
delighted that they can’t stop praising them. In actual fact, 
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allah 4 is most conscious ofthe unseen and only He knows 
in what lays a person’s good fortune and goodness. 


A Girl Who Inspired Good Fortune 


The wife of Hadrat ‘Imran sa begged Allah 3§ to bestow her 


with a boy whom she vowed to surrender to the devotion of 
Allah 35. However, her dejection had no bounds when she 


gave birth to a girl instead and remarked: “Lord! What is 
this? How will a girl fulfil the objective of my vow? A boy is 
unlike a girl. In contrast to a girl, he is free from inherent 
weaknesses and cultura! constraints.” However, Allah 36 was 
well aware of who she gave birth to. She was miserable 
because she was unable to fulfil the vow she took but little 
did she realise that the same girl would be a source of good 
fortune for her and the same girl would uphold her name up 
to the day of judgement. She had no idea that her name 
would be preserved in the final divine book and right up to 
the last day, millions of people would be reciting her name 
and she would become a grandmother to a- high-ranking 
Nabi like ‘Isa sa upon whom Allāh 3g would reveal the Injil. 


Nonetheless, Allah 35 did not reject the vow made by the 
wife of Hadrat ‘Imran s but he conferred upon the girl such 


a blessing of approval that right up to Qiyamah this incident 
will be recited again and again. 


Children are a wonderful blessing from Allah 3. A girl is a 
blessing as well as a boy. The beneficiary is obliged to 
appreciate the blessing and express his gratitude unto his 
benefactor. It definitely does not behove a believer to be 
ungrateful to the boons of Allah 4%. He is most aware of what 
to bestow upon whom and under His divine supremacy He 
upholds judicious judgement. Submitting to His decision and 


deeming it to be the best, is the characteristic of a true 
believer. 
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Every Muslim male and female believes that there is nobody 
and there never will be a person more superior to the 
personage of Rasulullah %. He was the doting father of four 
girls. Hadrat Khadijah radiallahu ‘anha - in respect of whom 
Rasulullah * said that there is no better woman in all the 


universe than her - was granted the honour of giving birth 
to these daughters. 


Rasulullah # is reported to have advised the Ummah: “Do 
not despise girls because I myself am a father to girls.” 


Rasulullah 2 is also reported to have said that daughters are 


very loving and a source of blessing. [Kanzul-'Ummal vol.16 
p.449] 


Hadrat Ibn Shurait # narrates that he heard Rasulullah # 
saying: “When a girl is born, Allah 2 dispatches the angels 
to the house who appear and call out: “O dwellers of this 
household! Assalamu ‘alaykum!” The angels then take the 
child into the shelter of their wings and whilst caressing the 
child’s head they say: “This is a weak and frail creature that 
was born out of a weak and frail being. Allah 45 would assist 
the one who undertakes the responsibility of rearing her 
right up to the day of judgement.” [Majma-'uz-Zawéaid vol.8 p.156] 


A man, who was the father of a number of daughters, was 
once seated next to Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar « when he 
exclaimed: “How I wish all of them had died.” Upon hearing 
this wish, Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar # became extremely 
furious and retorted: “Are you providing their sustenance?” 


There can only be two underlying reasons for expressing 
disgust on the birth of a girl. The first is that a person 
regards her existence as a source of embarrassment and 
humiliation and the second reason is that he dreads their 
high expenditure. 
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Now let us analyse the first reason. Each and every Muslim 
father is horrified of thinking in this manner. A person who 
hopes to pass his life within the teachings of Islam and 
regards the Sunnah of Rasulullah % as the ideal way of life, 
will he ever be able to imagine that a girl is a source of 
shame and embarrassment especially when Rasulullah # 
himself was the father of a number of daughters and he 


assured us that a daughter is a shield from the fire of 
Jahannam. 


Analyse the second reason. Not even for a moment would 
you admit that a Muslim can harbour such an irrational 
thought. How can a person who regards Allah 3¢ as the sole 
provider, ever entertain the insecurity of who is going to 
provide for the child. The Muslim who truly believes in all 
the attributes of Allah % also believes that the Sustainer and 


Provider is Allah 4 Alone. He provides sustenance for every 
child. The child comes to the world with his own sustenance. 


What right does a person have to claim that he is providing 
for someone when he himself is provided for by Allah 45 and 


he himself is in total need of Allah 44? We can never say 


what is allotted to whom. We have no idea; perhaps this 
weak and feeble girl brings with her a very powerful stroke 
of good fortune. It is not far-fetched to imagine that this 
feeble and weak child brings along with it not only its own 
sustenance but perhaps it would bring along winds of 
fortune in your favour as well. 


Appointing you the guardian of a weak girl, Allah 3 has 
done a great favour unto you. It is such a favour that if you 
grasp its importance you would be overwhelmed with the 
ardour of gratitude. Jannah that has been shrouded with 
difficulties and trials and whose pathway is strewn with 
obstacles, Allah 4 has rendered it easy for you. As a father 


of a girl, Allah 3 has naturally developed the love for her in 
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your heart and innately also you are obligated to treat her 
favourably and shower her with paternal affection. 


Rasulullah # has testified that an affectionate relationship 
with the daughter acts as a shield from the fire of Jahannam 
and it also paves the way towards Jannah. May Allah 4 


grant us also the proper understanding. Amin. 
A Daughter - Jannah of the Parents 


If you are the father of a daughter, you are exceptionally 
fortunate. Allah Ta‘ala has awarded you the supervision of 
your own Jannah. So now it is your own responsibility either 
to safeguard it or to destroy it. Rasulullah # has issued glad 
tidings to the effect that if you fulfil the rights of rearing a 
daughter, Jannah is incumbent upon you. 


Hadrat Jabir Æ narrates that Rastlullah # said: “He who has 
three daughters, he takes good care of them, attends to 
their needs and is affectionate towards them, Jannah is 
incumbent upon him.” One of the clansmen enquired: “O 
Prophet of Allah! Will he get the same reward if he has just 
two daughters?” Rasulullah # replied: “Even if he has two, 
he will get the same reward.” [Al-Adabul-Mufrad p.15] 


A similar Hadith is recorded in Mishkat narrated by Hadrat 
‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas . He comments that if the people had 
to ask about one daughter, surely he would have issued the 
same glad tidings even for one daughter. 


Islam has drawn special attention towards the rearing of 
daughters and has encouraged their upbringing by 
promising great rewards in the hereafter. 


A girl is a weak and vulnerable creation of Allah 3. Even 
after years of rearing and care there is no hope that she will 
be able to materialistically compensate her parents nor will 
she earn anything in the future. In fact, there is not much 
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hope of her even serving her parents because the moment 
she is suitably skilled in serving them, she is dispatched to 
serve someone else. In difficult times, she is unable to 
defend the family. In view of these conditions, if the Islamic 
teachings are not before us, perhaps the parents would fail 
dismally in fulfilling her rights or perhaps they would 
hesitate at showering her with abundant love. Perhaps they 
would not accord her the status she deserves. This is why 
there is a need to consistently recap on the rights and 
upbringing of daughters as distinctively sanctioned by Islam. 


An Enviable Recompense 


Hadrat Anas & reports that Rasulullah % said: “He who 
brings up two daughters until they reached puberty and 
they were married off, on the day of judgement he and I will 
be like this.” He then indicated with two fingers close 
together. [Sahih Muslim vol.2 p.330) 


What better fortune can the Muslim parents enjoy than the 
companionship of Rasulullah # on the day of judgement? In 
the aforementioned Hadith, Rasulullah # uses the words 
“until they reach”. This is a very expressive statement. One 
meaning is - aS mentioned above - “until they reach 
puberty” and another meaning of it is “until they reach their 
objectives”. In other words, until she reaches her own home 
and is in the care of her husband. 


There are a number of virtues in rearing daughters and it is 
difficult to mention all of them here. Some of them were 
mentioned in the aforementioned Ahadith. Nonetheless, we 
wish to draw attention to the fact that only the person who 
rears them in accordance with the teachings of Hadrat 
Fatimah, Zainab, Umme Kulthum and Ruqayyah radiallahu 
anhun is eligible for these virtues. In other words, he gives 
preference to their Islamic education and he provides them 
with a bit of necessary secular education as well. 
Furthermore, the medium of education should be Islamic as 
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well, otherwise the moral degeneration of the present co-e4 
system of education is not a mystery to anyone. 


Similarly, try and implement Hijab (Pardah) from an early 
age. Start her off with Hijab when she is about nine or ten 
years old because the conditions facing our society today 
are evident to everybody. So, why allow your beloved 
daughter to be a source of tongue-wagging or evil thoughts 
in other people’s hearts? Remember that all the people of 
the world are the same as far as providing food, clothing 
and shelter to the children is concerned, Muslim and non- 


Muslim alike. The actual distinction lies in the manner of 
upbringing. 


A Muslim rears his children in such a manner that they 
become obedient to Allah 35 and they make submission tə 
Allah 3 the objective of their lives. Rearing of children in 


itself is not Din since even non-Muslims rear children. Yes, 
rearing them in the manner revealed to us by Rasulullah z 
is Din and a rewardable action. Encourage your daughters to 
cover their heads from a very early age. When children sit at 
the Dastarkhan (tablecloth), encourage the boys to wear a 
topi and the girls a scarf etc. When they (girls) step out of 
home, ensure that their hair is not exposed. Make sure that 
they don’t participate in any form of recreation with their 
maternal and paternal male cousins. They should rather play 
with their female cousins. Prevent them from reading 
immoral literature, romance and other such novels. 


Marrying Off Daughters - The Virtues 


A Muslim father should not regard the education, 
expenditure, rearing and marrying off of his children as a 
burden on his shoulders. He should not be distressed over 
such issues especially when it comes to marrying off his 
daughters. With an attitude of cool composure, he should 
fulfil all the aforementioned obligations taking into account 
their virtues mentioned in the Anadith. He should pacify his 
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wife as well. He should enlighten her with the bounties in 
store for people who go through these concerns and 
anxieties. For this reason, it has been narrated in the Hadith 
by Hadrat Abu Sa‘id # that Rasulullah # said: “He who rears 
three daughters, inculcates good morals in them and then 


marries them off and treats them well, for him is Jannah.” 
[Abů Dawtd vol.2 p.345 Kitabul Adab) 


Succour to a Dependant Daughter 


Rasulullah % is reported to have said: “Should I not inform 
you about the most superior form of charity? Maintenance of 
and succour to your daughter who has returned to you and 


she has nobody else except you to take care of her.” [Ibn 
Majah p.269, Jam'ul-Fawaid, Babu Birril Awlad] 


The Hadith refers to a daughter who has returned home to 
her parents either because her husband has died and there 
is nobody at her in-law’s to care for her or her husband has 
divorced her for some reason or the other and she returned 
home. Nonetheless, the Hadith also includes the daughter 
who is unable to marry or she is not marriageable. For 
instance, she may be mentally or emotionally instable, or 
she may be physically handicapped or she is not the 
marriageable type. Whatever the reason, maintaining such a 
helpless daughter is also an act of immense reward. In the 
eyes of Allah 3, spending on her is the most superior form 
of charity. 


Some households do take back their divorced or widowed 
daughters but her sisters-in-law, brothers, sisters and 
occasionally the parents also taunt or ridicule the poor 
woman to a point of intolerable anguish. Don’t ever conduct 
vourself in this manner. Is this not the same woman whose 
unconventional behaviour you were never tired of when she 
was a little girl? Is she not the same girl you were always 
willing to please? Now when she comes broken-hearted to 
your door, why add to her anguish? For Allah’s sake, why 
dont you then get her married to a suitable and religious 
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man? If this is not possible, allocate her a separate room in 
the house. If possible, put up a separate kitchen for her as 
well so that she doesn’t come into much contact with her 
sisters-in-law and brothers etc. Unnecessary contact with 
them will surely resurrect old gripes. Be certain that sucha 


stance will certainly guarantee you great rewards in the 
court of Allah 4. 


Preferential Treatment between Boys and Girls 


Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas æ narrates that Rasulullah ¥ 
said: “He who begets a daughter and refrains from burying 
her alive tike in the days of (pre-Islamic) ignorance and 
does not denounce her nor does he aive his sons preference 
over her, Allah 36 will admit him into Jannah.” 

[Abt Dawid p.344] 


In the aforementioned Hadith, Rastlullah # has based the 
parent’s entry into Jannah on three factors: 
1. They do not bury the girl alive and grant her the right 
to life. 
2. They do not denounce nor condemn her. 


3. They do not discriminate against her in favour of the 
mate children. 


In some households, the degree of value and merit enjoyed 
by boys varies from that conferred to girls. The kindness 
and favourable affiliation with which the sons and their 
wives are indulged varies from that of the daughters and 
their husbands. Actually, this discrimination in favour of 
boys is based upon the ideology that girls are reared for 
someone else whilst boys are reared for one’s own gain. 
They believe that they can’t pin any hope on their daughters 
whilst the sons are the ‘powerhouses’ of all their hopes. 


Daughters are bound to adorn and inhabit another 
household whilst sons are destined to adorn and populate 
the homes of their own parents. The inevitable outcome of 
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this thinking is that the fervour and zeal with which a boy is 
reared, the daughter is deprived off the corresponding zea! 
and fervour. In the upbringing or treatment of the daughter, 
the concept of a ‘sense of duty’ is applied but her upbringing 


lacks the corresponding spirit, passion and zeal employed in 
the treatment and upbringing of sons. 


A girl is normally despised by the seniors of her home and 
by her family as well. Within the home, her brothers are 
given preference over her and within the family members 
too, the son enjoys greater merit than her. Parents quite 
often do not give the same clothing, jewellery etc. to their 
daughter as they give to their daughter-in-law. Whatever 
they give to the daughter-in-law, they give with enthusiasm 
and zeal as she is destined to adorn their own house 
whereas they give the daughter merely to fulfil their sense 
of obligation or to maintain their status in society. They 


remember what they give to the daughter but tend to forget 
what they give to the daughter-in-law. 


In such households, the daughter’s children also do not get 
the same compassion and love as the son’s children enjoy. 
The son's children are considered one’s own whilst the 
daughter's children are regarded as someone else’s children. 
In front of family and acquaintances, the son's children are 
presented as children of the family and they (the kinfolk) 
are expected to treat them as such whilst the daughter’s 
children are neither presented as family members nor are 
they expected to be treated as family. The same applies to 


the kinsfolk. They don’t treat the daughter’s offspring as 
they do to the son’s offspring. 


The aforementioned Hadith cautions the parents not to 
conduct themselves in this manner, as this is a loathsome 
act. The means of acquiring Jannah and the pleasure of 
Allah 3% lies in the parents treating their male and female 
offspring in the same manner. They should treat the girl 
with the same importance as they treat the boy. They 
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should grant the girl the same respect and admiration they 
accord to the boy. They should not be prejudiced in favour 
of the boy. They should always give preference to the 
dictates of Din over their own impulses and over the 
traditions and customs of society. 


A Daughter - A Shield from the Fire of Hell 


Hadrat ‘Aishah radiallahu ‘anha narrates: “Once, a lady 
together with her two young daughters, came begging to 
me. Apart from a single date I had nothing else to give her. 
I gave her the date, which she took, and splitting it into two 
parts she offered a piece to each one of them whilst she 
herself didn’t even taste the date. A little while later, she 
departed. When Rasulullah # returned home, I related the 
whole incident to him. To this Rasulullah # remarked: ‘He 
who has been put through any form of ordeal because of 
daughters but maintains them favourably and kindly, they 
(the daughters) would be a shield for him from the fire of 
Hell.” (Riyadus Sdlihin p.144, Tirmidhi vol.2 p.13) 


Understandably, there may not be much materialistic hope 
attached to a daughter in this world but parents who have 
faith in the truthfulness of Rastlullah # and the certainty of 
the last day and they treat their daughter well, what better 
motivation do they require than the fact that the same 
daughter will act as a safeguard for them against the blazing 
fire of Jahannam? 


A man once came to Rasulullah # with a child in his lap. Out 
of affection, the man started pinching the boy. When 
Rastlullah # caught sight of this, he asked: “Are you kind 
and sympathetic to this child?” The man replied: “Surely, 
why not.” To this Rasdlullah # responded: “Allah 3 is much 
more compassionate to you than you are to this child 


because He is the most merciful of the merciful.” 
[Al-Adabul-Mufrad Babu Rahmatil-'Ayal] 
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‘Aqiqah 


Performance of ‘Aqiqah for the children is Masndn (Sunnah). 
Rasulullah % performed ‘Aqiqah for his children and even 
encouraged others to do the same. However, it should be 
borne in mind that ‘Aqiqah is not a Fard obligation but only 
a Mustahab (admirable) form of charity. There is no sin if 
omitted. If the father can afford it, it is better to carry out 
the ‘Aqiqah as this is a form of an offering in aid of the 
child's life. The performance of ‘Aqiqah wards off misfortune 
and protects the child from all forms of calamities. 


Rasulullah % is reported to have said: “Every child is pawned 
against his ‘Aqiqah. On the seventh day, perform his 
‘Aqiqah. On the same day, keep his name and remove his 
hair.” [Jam'i Tirmidhi vol.1 p.278] 


‘Aqiqah actually refers to the animal slaughtered on the 
seventh day of a newborn baby as a form of charity. If 
possible, for a boy two goats and for a girl just one may be 
slaughtered. However, it is not necessary to slaughter two 
goats for a boy. Even one will suffice. Since this is an 
offering in aid of the child's life and the child’s life is pawned 
against the ‘Aqiqah, it is meritorious to carry out this 
sacrifice provided one can afford to do so. 


Hadrat ‘Ali % narrates that Rasulullah # slaughtered a goat 
as ‘Agiqah on the birth of Hadrat Hasan #. He then 
addressed Hadrat Fatimah radia/lahu 'anhé saying: “Remove 
all his hair and give silver to the weight of his hair in 
charity.” Hadrat ‘Ali 4 says: “We weighed his hair and found 
it to be about a Dirham (+ 3.2 grams) or slightly less in 
weight.” (am'i Tirmidhi vol.1 p.278] 


On the basis of this Hadith, we conclude that even one goat 
will suffice for a boy. If someone can afford two, by all 
means he may perform the ‘Aqiqah of two but bear in mind 
that two are not necessary, one may also suffice. 
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The ‘Aqiqah should be carried out on the seventh day. If this 
was not possible for some reason or the other, it may be 
done on the fourteenth or the twenty-first day. It may also 
be carried out even after this time. 


The performance of ‘Aqiqah is a Sunnah. Hence, the 
ceremony should be carried out with simplicity and the least 
amount of fuss. Finally, we would like to emphasise that all 
persons may partake of the ‘Aqiqah animal. The belief that 
the grandmother may not partake of the meat is ludicrous 
and is not established from the Hadith. 


Khatnah (Circumcision) 


Khatnah is a Sunnah of all the Ambiya +5 and it is also a 
distinguishing feature of Islam. Hadrat Abu Hurayrah & 
reports that Rasdlullah #% said: “Five things are Fitrah 
(natural): circumcision, removal of pubic hair, plucking of 
the hair of the armpits, clipping the moustache and paring 
the nails.” [Al-Adabul Mufrad p. 188] 


Fitrah in the aforementioned Hadith refers to a person's 
untarnished disposition. In other words, these five things 
are requisites of cleanliness, purity and gracious disposition. 
These things are incorporated into the disposition of man 
provided he has not tarnished this disposition with deviant 
behaviour. All five things have remained the Sunnah of the 
Ambiya +5 and all religions have been implementing these 
Sunnats. As though these Sunnats are integrated within the 
nature upon which Allah 3% has created man. 


If the child is not very weak, it is better to carry out the 
Khatnah (circumcision) on the seventh day. There are two 
advantages in doing it on this day; firstly, the child’s skin is 
soft and thin. It will heal quickly. Secondly, the Sunnah of 
performing the Khatnah on the seventh day, as indicated in 
the Hadith of Rasdlullah #, is also implemented. 
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Hadrat Salman bin ‘Amir # says that he heard RasUlullah #% 
saying: “Aqiqah (should be performed) on the birth of the 
child. Shed blood on his behalf and eliminate all impurities 
etc. from him.” [Tirmidhi vol.1 p.278] 


“Elimination of impurities” refers to shaving of the hair, 
cleansing the child etc. Some ‘Ulama are of the opinion that 
it also refers to Khatnah as this is also a form of removing 
all impurity and dirt from the body. 


Hence, Khatnah is preferable on the seventh day. If, for 
some reason or the other, this is not possible, it should be 
done within forty days at least. If not, then whenever it is 
possible. However, keep in mind two things; don’t delay 
unduly and secondly, this Sunnah should be carried out 
without pomp and ceremonial rituals. If affordable, one may 
feed his friends and relatives out of joy of implementing this 
Sunnah. However, giving it a form of some ritualistic 
ceremony or to spend ostentatiously is not sanctioned by 
Shar’ah. Self-afflicted burdens and obligations are 
tantamount to violation of Shar! regulations. 


It is best to carry out this Sunnah in a simple manner 
without undue annoyance or inconvenience. Nonetheless, if 
Allah % has bestowed you with affluence and Allah 3s has 
given you the opportunity to carry out this Sunnah, you may 
invite a few people over to meals or you may distribute 
sweets etc. There is no problem with this. 


Hadrat Salim 4 says that when Ibn ‘Umar # (Salim’s father) 
performed his and Na‘im‘s Khatnah he slaughtered a sheep. 
He says: “Amongst us kids, the fact that a sheep was 
slaughtered for us, was a Source of immense joy and pride.” 
[Al-Adabu! Mufrad p. 182] 


However, great care should be exercised that such occasions 
do not turn out to become ceremonial customs. It should 
not be such that due to the high costs involved, a simple 
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Sunnah turns out to become a terrible ordeal for th 
Ummah. : 


Breastfeeding 


It is not but natural that proper breastfeeding also falls 
within the ambit of childrearing. It is the right of the child as 
well as an obligation of motherhood for a mother to 
breastfeed her child. Breastfeeding the child is an 
acknowledged social obligation of the mother and every 
mother regards it as a maternal obligation. 


Bearing a child, giving birth to him and rearing him is a 
natural inclination of every mother. Owing to this natural 
inclination, she fulfils this obligation wholeheartedly and 
enthusiastically. She considers it a right of the child to place 
him to her breast and rear him conscientiously. 


The Holy Qur'an says: “Mothers feed their children for two 


complete years. (This period is) for he who wishes to 
complete (the period) of breastfeeding.” 


The milk of the mother is an intrinsic right of the child. The 
child is not only the offspring of the father but also the 
darling of the mother. So the mother should not vent her 
anger with the father over her children. She should not be 
vindictive and violate the rights of the child. Breastfeeding 
has always been a time-honoured custom within mankind. It 
is more of a yearning found in the very nature of a woman. 
In fact, this natural inclination is found amongst animals as 
well. The ardour and devotion by which the mothers lovingly 


breastfeed their sinless children is vital and a time-honoured 
tradition. 


This is why the Holy Qur'an has mentioned this just as a 
matter of endorsement, encouragement and approval. The 
fact that Allah % endorses breastfeeding in the Holy Qur'an 


is impetus enough for a Muslim mother to fulfil this 
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responsibility with distinction, dedication and a sense of 

earnestness. Apart from this, she understands the great 
reward and glad-tidings issued by Allah 46 and His Rasul % 
for discharging this great responsibility. Therefore, if the 
mother has no excuse, the father should insist the mother 
breastfeeds the child. This is healthier for the child and at 
the same time, the parents will be rewarded for every drop 
of milk the child drinks right up to the age of two years. 


When his youngest son, Hadrat Ibrahim œ, was born, the 
good news was conveyed to Rasulullah # by his slave Abu 
Rafi’. Out of joy, Rasulullah # immediately set him free. On 
the seventh day, Rasiilullah % carried out the ‘Aqiqah and 
shaved off his hair. He then gave silver equivalent to the 
weight of the hair in charity. A number of Ansari women 
offered to breastfeed the child. Rasulullah # chose Hadrat 
Khawlah bint Zaid Ansariyyah radia/lahu ‘anha to carry out 
this task. He handed over the child to her and he 


reimbursed her with some dates. [Siratun-Nabi by ‘Allamah Shibli 
N'umani Vol. 2 p. 258) 


Nonetheless, the father should be cautious when requesting 
the mother to breastfeed the child. If the mother’s milk is 
detrimental to the child - perhaps as a result of some 
medication - or she has become weak due to childbirth and 
she is incapable of breastfeeding, the father should not 
compel her to breastfeed the child. Sometimes, people 
presume her feebleness to be a mere excuse and insist that 
she breastfeeds. This leads to endless squabbles and rows. 


Always remember that the mother has a far greater degree 
of love than you. If she refuses to breastfeed, it may be 
more beneficial to the child. A weak mother generally 
doesn't produce much milk and even if she does produce, 
the milk may be of an inferior quality. This is detrimental to 
the child. In the long run, the child’s poor health will 
Subsequently be taxing upon you as the father. In such 
conditions, where the mother is unable to breastfeed the 


child, you should ensure that she refrains from 
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breastfeeding. Furthermore, follow the advice of your lady 
doctor. 


Parents, especially the father should ensure that the mother 
(his wife) does not fall pregnant again right until the child is 
two years of age. Medical practitioners have advised that if 
the mother avoids falling pregnant whilst breastfeeding, her 
milk supply is abundant and nutritious. This promises 
physical well-being and proper upbringing for the child. 


Pregnancy adversely affects the nutritional value of the milk. 
This may trigger off a number of paediatric illnesses. Hence, 
as far as possible, utilise some form of (permitted) 
contraception or the other right until the child is two years 
of age. After all, it is the child’s right to drink right up to the 


age of two. 
The Status of Shukr (Gratitude) in Jannah 


If a child dies whilst the parents are alive and upon this 
agonising experience, they exercise patience as well as 
gratitude with the intention that Allah 3s will reward them for 
reclaiming His trust, this anguish will be a source of 
magnificent fortune in Jannah and a means of honour and 
privilege in the hereafter. 
Hadrat Mûså ‘Ash'ari & narrates that RasUtlullah # said 
“When a child dies, Allah 4¢ asks the angels: “Have you 
seized the soul of My servant’s child?” They reply in the 
affirmative. Again He asks them: “Have you seized a part of 
his heart?” Again they reply in the affirmative. Allah 3% then 
asks: “What was the reaction of My servant?” They reply: 
“He had praised You and recited: "Jnnd Lillahi Wa Inné Hayhi 
Råji'ün”. Upon this Allah 4 commands them: “Erect a house 
for my servant in Jannah and name it Baitul-Hamd (the 


abode of praise).” (Mishkét Vol.1 p.151] 


Imam Tabrani a. narrates on the basis of a reliable chain of 
narrators on the authority of Umme-Habibah radjal/jng 
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‘nha. She says: “I was in the company of Hadrat ‘Aishah 
radiallahu ‘anha when Rastulullah # appeared before us and 
said: “When two Muslims (a couple) lose three children who 
haven't as yet reached the age of puberty, they will be 
brought right to the door of Jannah on the day of judgement 


and told to enter therein. They will say: “We will not enter 
until our parents enter.” It will then be said: “You and your 


parents enter Jannah.” 
Child Neglect - A Vile Transgression 


Rasulullah % is reported to have warned: “A man’s disregard 
for those he feeds (his family) is sufficient to render him 
sinful.” [Riyadus-Salihin p.117, narrated by ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin ‘As =J 


If a person is neglectful of those placed under his care or he 
maltreats them, it is such an appalling transgression that 
just this single sin is sufficient to declare him a sinful and 
disobedient person in the eyes of Allah 3s. This negligence 
can take a number of forms. For instance; he spends 
lavishly to boost his prestige but he is absolutely unmindful 
of the children’s rights, or he indulges himself and his 
friends to sumptuous meals but his children are living in 
abject poverty, or due to his flawed understanding of Din, 
he spends in other charitable causes whilst oblivious to the 


needs of his own children. 
The Most Excellent Form of Charity 


Hagrat Abu Hurayrah # reports that Rasulullah # said: “You 
spend a guinea in the path of Allah Ta‘ala, a guinea in 


assisting in the emancipation cf a slave, you give a guinea 
to a destitute as charity and you spend a guinea upon the 
members of your family. The greatest reward you will 
receive will be for spending the guinea upon your wife and 
children.” {Riyadus Salihin p.123 from Sahih Muslim] 


The Ideal Father 
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A similar Hadith is further expounded in the narration of 
Hadrat Thauban «. He says that RasUlullah # said: “The 
best guinea is that which a man spends upon his wife and 
children and the guinea he spends upon the conveyance 
engaged in the path of Allah 3, and the guinea he spends 
upon the warriors in the path of Allah 4.” Abd Qulabah (one 
of the narrators of this Hadith) says: “Rasdlullah # 
commenced with the spending upon one’s family.” He then 
goes on to say: “Who is more entitled to a greater reward 
than the one who spends on his young children? He spends 
on them so that they desist from begging and they are 
better off.” (Jami Tirmidhi. Abwabul!-Birr p.18] 


Whilst spending on your children, your intention should be 
solely to please Allah 3%. Do not spend with the notion that 
today I will be spending on them and tomorrow they will be 
spending upon me. Do no be under the illusion that your 
spending upon them is a profitable investment, the fruit of 
Which you will enjoy in old age. This is a very lowly and 
crude intention. The best is to form an intention that I am 
spending upon the children whatever has been provided by 
Allah 3s solely to gain His pleasure. I am spending upon 
them because whatever good actions they perform when 
they grow up will be a source of perpetual reward for me in 


the hereafter. 


The Father whose Face will shine like the Full Moon 


Hadrat Abů Hurayrah « narrates that Rasulullah # said: 
“The person who earns from Halal sources to protect his 
children from stretching out their hands before others or as 
a provision for his family members or to do a good turn to 
his neighbour, he will meet Allah 3 on the day of judgement 
with his face glittering like the full moon. On the other hand, 


the person who earns Halal just to vie with others or to 
demonstrate his financial supremacy over others or merely 
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for purposes of ostentation, he will meet Allâh 4 whilst Allah 
Ta‘ala is displeased with him.” [Kanzul-'Ummal vol.4 p.12] 


Ponder over it. Earning the dunya (material things) for one’s 
children is also a source of reward. Therefore, no matter 
what hardships you have to contend with, cherish the hope 
of reward in the hereafter. Of course, whilst engaged in 
business or employment, ensure that you perform your 
Salah promptly with Jama‘at. Furthermore, to bring your 
business or employment up to scratch, study the book 
‘Muttagi Aur Da'i Tajir’ by the ‘Ulama of Baitul-‘Ilm. 


The responsibility of guardianship entails bearing all the 
essential needs of the child right up to his maturity. These, 
amongst others, include the costs involved in his birth, his 
food and clothing expenditure, the costs involved in his care, 
education, health and other conveniences. Also, the cost 
involved in getting him breastfed if anyone other than his 
mother is feeding him or, Allah 3 forbid, if the mother is 
divorced and she feeds the child, the father is obliged to 
recompense her. In short, the father is religiously liable for 
all costs involved in rearing and nurturing the child. Should 
the father be affluent, he is compelled to pay the Sadaqatul- 
Fitr on behalf of the child as well. Moreover, he is advised to 


perform ‘Aqiqah on behalf of the child. 


By instilling paternal love in the heart of the father, Allah 32 
has done a great favour upon the father as well as the 
children. Without this natural love and affection, rearing 
children merely as a paternal obligation would have been a 
rather burdensome task and very few people would have 
executed this obligation. Subsequently, child rearing would 
have become a great social dilemma and children would 
have been deprived of correct upbringing. It is also a great 
favour of Allah 4% upon the children that He has fostered 
love and affection in the hearts of the parents. As a result of 
this parental love, they fulfil this obligation with pleasure 


and satisfaction. 
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The Muslim father rears his children also because he has a 
natural love for them. Together with this, he realises that 
rearing children is also a religious obligation. te 
understands that Allah š has entrusted these children to his 


care. By spending on his children, the father appeases his 
paternal instincts and on top of that he hopes that Allah 
will reward him abundantly in the hereafter. 


A spirit of innate paternal love coupled with this passionate 
impulse of hope of reward in the hereafter makes this task 
extremely simple and satisfying. The Muslim father executes 
this responsibility as a form of ‘Ibadah to improve his lot in 
the Akhirah (hereafter) and to be appreciated in the eyes of 
Allah 3. In spite of the difficulties he faces in rearing his 
children and in the face of a multitude of problems, the 
father is still content to carry out his obligations because he 
considers the fulfilment of this obligation as the Taufiq 
(divine guidance) of Allah 3. In fact, he is grateful to Allah 


35 for allowing him to honour the trust placed upon him. By 


spending upon the children, he regards this as spending in 
the path of Allah 3. 


Hadrat Abd Mas'‘Gd Al-Badri « narrates that Rasulullah z 
said: 


“When a person spends upon his family for the 
pleasure of Allah in anticipation of reward in the hereafter, 


this (spending) is a (form of) charity for him.” (Riyadus-Salihin 
p.152] 


“In anticipation of reward” mentioned in the above Hadith 
refers to spending solely for the pleasure of Allah 3 and also 


for obtaining the reward of the hereafter. He has no other 
objective in mind. 


At this point we wish to clarify that whilst spending on your 
children, make sure you do not spend a single penny from 
Haram sources otherwise the adage ‘a good turn repaid by 
evil’ will aptly apply to you. Furthermore, the intention 
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ought to be the pleasure of Allah 3s and not for pomp and 


show. Moreover, one should abstain from spending in 
useless ceremonies like birthday parties etc. If the children 
and mother insist, counsel them with love and affection. 
Explain to them that there is no scope in Islam for such 
futile rituals. Apart from the material loss of this world, such 
celebrations also bring about loss in the hereafter. Instead 
of spending our money on a birthday party, would it not be 
better to spend the same on a poor orphan’s education? At 
\east this will eradicate illiteracy and ignorance from society 
to some extent. The most severe evil attached to this is that 
it reeks of emulation of the Kuffar, which attracts the wrath 
of Allah 4. The anger of Allah 3 is detrimental in this world 
as weil as the next. 


Maintenance - The Father’s Responsibility 


Divide your Allah-bestowed wealth into three parts; spend 
one part in the dissemination of Din, one part upon your 
wife and children and the last part for your own comforts 
and also for assisting your family members and the poor and 
needy. Spending upon the children is not just a matter of 
worldly motivation but it is in fact the actual requirement of 
Din. The Din instructs us to fulfil the children’s requirements 
first. Hence, this cannot be termed worldliness but rather 
this is religiousness. In principle, the ideal form of charity is 
when a person remains affluent even after giving charity 
without putting the children into any form of difficulty. 


It is a matter of sheer lack of Dini understanding that a 
person keeps his own children in poverty-stricken 
conditions, he counts and measures when he gives to them 
but for fame and name or for his personal luxuries, he 
spends lavishly and generously. The most deserving of your 
wealth are your beloved children even if they are not the 
children of your present wife. Perhaps they are the children 
of your previous wife who, for some reason or the other, is 
separated from you. Whatever the case may be, they are 
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after all, your children. You live a life of opulence and luxury 
or you spend lavishly upon everyone else but your Own 
children are in dire straits. This is not fair and ay 
infringement of their rights. You may spend generously o 
others as well. This is also commendable. However, 


Rasulullah 4 advises you to fulfil the requirements of your 
children first. 


Rasulullah # is reported to have said: “The best form of 
charity is that which maintains a person's affluence even 
after he gives charity. And spend first upon those in your 


charge.” [Mishkat B4bu Fadlis-Sadaqah narrated by Hadrat Abu Hurayrah 
# and Hadrat Hakim bin Hizam æ p.170] 


In this Hadith, a father would discover a rational, moderate 
and natural approach to fatherhood. It is only an innate 
desire of every father that his children benefit from his 
wealth and they live a comfortable life. This is also one of 
the primary motivators of earning wealth and this is also the 
most favoured disbursement. Islam very acutely endorses 
charity and almsgiving. In fact, Islam declares charity asa 
requirement of Iman whilst miserliness has been proclaimed 
as a symbol of hypocrisy. However, at the same token, it 
advocates spending firstly upon those you are charged with, 


Neglecting the needs of children, whilst lavishly spending 
upon one’s whims and fancies or to hoard one’s wealth 
whilst spending tight-fistedly upon them or even to keep 


them in the dark about one’s amassed fortune, is irrational 
and ludicrous. 


Similarly, within your financial means, spend upon your 
children generously. Avoid reproaching them repeatedly and 
do not scold or humiliate them by asking them to account 
for every single penny. If they are wont of spending in the 
right places, encourage them and if they are inclined to 
spend in the wrong places, advise them again and again. 
Taking his age into account, give him a bit of pocket money 
as well. However, don’t be overwhelmed with a Spirit of 
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generosity and give him so much pocket-money when he is 


very young that it adversely affects his or other children’s 
morals and habits. 


Hence, adopt a very moderate stance and maintain a fine 
line between the degree of miserliness and extravagance. 
Neither spend in such a manner that the child is reduced to 
a spoilt brat nor be so frugal that your young married 
children look forward to your death. Unwarranted criticism 
or to humiliate the child repeatedly in front of his siblings 
makes him look forward to the death of his father. The 
father should contemplate over the fact that after his deaui, 
everything will inevitably belong to the wife and children. So 
I should advise my children in such a manner that my words 
carry some weight whilst they gain some guidance from my 


counsel and not that it causes them more anguish than 
anything else. 


Furthermore, refrain from spending in sinful avenues and 
prohibit them from the same. Explain to them the worldly 
and spiritual harms of spending in sinful avenues. Also, 
enlighten them about the individual and socio-econornic 
disadvantages of spending in such avenues so that they 
may refrain from frittering their money in such places. 
However, bear in mind that children can never be moulded 
within the exact constitution of the father. If the father is 
frugal, perhaps the children will be spendthrifts or vice 
versa. Whatever the case, in both instances, an intelligent 
father should lower his standards whilst attempting to raise 
the standard of the children at the same time. In other 
words, he should moderate his expectations and be content 
and strive to keep the children happy as well. 


Similarly, whilst spending on them, the father’s intention 
should be the pleasure of Allah 3. This is technically referred 
to as istinzar (presence of mind) in the terminology of the 
Shari'ah. Owing to the presence of this intention, the reward 
of spending on one’s family is doubled. Obviously all parents 
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spend on their children but if they make the appropriate 
intention whilst doing so, the advantages are doubled. 


Occasionally a person has lunch with his friends or he goes 
out to eat in one of the restaurants with his acquaintances, 
He has no qualms about footing the exorbitant bill and in 
fact he makes every effort to outdo his friends in paying the 
bill. At such a moment, every father should realise that his 
true friends are his wife and children. Do I spend as lavishly 
as this on my wife and children? Do I ever expect to be 
rewarded by Allah 4 for spending upon them? 


Good Conduct with Children 


The most important right of the chiid is that you show 
kindness towards him. You are affectionate and warm 
towards him. You are conscious of his comfort and well- 
being. You are receptive of his sentiments and emotions. 
You strive to maintain his happiness. You abstain from doing 
anything that would break his heart or dampen his spirits 


and you refrain from actions that degrade his self-esteem or 
injure his pride. 


Your small and innocent children stare at you with eyes of 
affectionate longing. They are Allah’s 3s gift unto you. 
Express gratitude unto Allah 32 and abstain from any form of 


ingratitude. Cherish your children and approach them ina 
Manner they deserve. 


Children are a trust from Allah 35. So safeguard this trust. 


Treat them in such a manner that they turn out to become 
someone worthwhile and a source of mercy for mankind and 
a source of honour for yourself and a source of fulfilment in 
the hereafter. If you refrain from conducting yourself in a 
favourable manner you are guilty of being unjust to your 


self, unkind to the children and unfair to society on the 
whole. 
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Getting into a rage of fury over every trivial issue, yelling, 
scolding, reprimanding, using foul language, calling names 
like useless and stupid, getting upset over their 
mischievousness and waywardness, swearing them, 
taunting, unwarranted sternness, inflicting hardship on 
them, denying them the opportunity to play and express joy 
and other such behaviour is cruel and inhumane. The 
aftermath of such behaviour is bound to be exceptionally 


distressing, not only for the children but for the parents and 
society as well. 


When the children are young, weak and immature, they 
deserve your love and affection. They need your affectionate 
sympathy, your assistance and your guidance. Now, under 
your care, instead of these three blessings, they are 
Subjected to your anger, harshness and wrath, they will 
become dispirited and disgusted with you. They will stay far 
removed from you and try to flee from home. The moment 
they detect a whiff of these three blessings, they are bound 
to dart forth. Children are unable to distinguish between 
genuine love and feigned love. Yes, they can distinguish 
between sincerity and deception. The uncouth and irreligious 
scum of society are provided an opportunity to lure such 
children into their disgusting snares of deceit and the same 
children subsequently become a matter of grave concern for 


society and they are inclined to commit a number of vicious 
crimes. 


If these children are fortunate enough to be delivered from 
the clutches of these scums, then too these children will 
prove to be a headache for their parents. They will not enjoy 
a healthy relationship with their parents. Due to the 
maltreatment and harshness of the parents, the children’s 
hearts will be devoid of the wholesome emotions and chaste 
feelings normally experienced by other fortunate children. 
The parents lament about the disobedience and incapability 
of the children but the parents' maltreatment and harshness 
was the most decisive factor in their rebelliousness and 
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defiance. They lay the blame entirely on the shoulders of the 
children but the parents are just as guilty in the impairment 
of their children. 


The third detrimental outcome of this is that such children 
tend to have the most profane morals. They are generally 
deprived of the morals that enable a person to achieve 
something of value or to carry out some memorable feat in 
the Din or duny. They are generally lacking in morals like 
self-confidence, valour, courage, self-restraint, 
magnificence, fortitude, morality, cheerfulness, 
communicative skills etc. Instead of these virtues, they fall 
prey to contemptible tendencies like peevishness, narrow- 
mindedness, inferiority, miserliness, meanness, haughtiness 
and arrogance. They tend to regard themselves as 
contemptible, worthless and insignificant and they strive to 
enshroud these deficiencies by demonstrating their 
importance in a number of ways. 


If you are really your children’s well-wisher, fulfil their rights 
and conduct yourself with them as you would hope them to 
conduct themselves with you. Only then will the following 
Du‘a emanate from the depths of their hearts: 
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“O Allah! Shower Thy mercy upon them (parents) as they had reared 
me in childhood.” /Sürah Bani Israi! verse 24] 


The Holy Qur'an instructs us to treat our children with 
affection and kindness and to conduct ourselves with 
forgiveness and compassion. Punishing them on their 
misdemeanours, taking revenge upon them or to vent one’s 
anger upon them is detestable indeed. Allah pardons the 
shortcomings and showers His mercy upon those who 
conduct themselves with forgiveness and leniency towards 
their house folk. 
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allah Ta‘ala declares in the Holy Qur'an: 
Pr Aas it cal ie i kr N Do 
ET I OB 1s Ag | patna 5 | pas OL 


“And if you forgive and overlook and pardon, then Allah 35 is most- 
forgiving, most merciful.” (Surah Taghabun Verse 14] 


What transpired was that some people were deprived of the 
fortune of Hijrah. When they decided to migrate to Madinah, 
their families intervened and said that they tolerated them 
entering the fold of Islam but in no way will they put up with 
them abandoning their family members and kinsfolk. Their 
wives and children incited their sentiments of love to such 
an extent that these people ultimately capitulated and 
refrained from migrating to Madinah. Later on, when these 
people finally migrated, they discovered that those who 
preceded them and migrated towards Rasulullah # were 
much more enlightened in matters of Din than them. This 
really offended them. They felt that their wives and children 
are responsible for their deprivation. This incited them into a 
rage of fury and prompted them to take revenge from their 
family members. 


At this juncture, the Holy Qur'an advised them that no doubt 
you were deprived of the virtues of Hijrah due to the 
foolishness of the family members but you are guilty for 
giving preference to them over the dictates of Din. In future, 
take heed of them but remember that Allah 3 disapproves 
of you being harsh with them or punishing them. Conducting 
yourself in a favourable manner is also a dictate of Din. 
Allah 3% Himself is All-forgiving. Hence, He admires those 
who forgive. If you are hopeful of Allah’s 4 pardon and 
mercy, conduct yourself affectionately and warmly with your 


children. Excuse them, overlook their misdemeanours and 
forgive them. 


From the aforementioned verse, the ‘Ulama have inferred 
that even if the family members are guilty of contravening 
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the laws of Sharřah, it is not appropriate to become 
disgusted with them or to be hostile towards them or t 
curse them in any way. Instead, he should strive t 
discipline them with affection and tenderness. 


The Advice of Ahnaf Bin Qays 


Ahnaf bin Qays was a renowned Arab leader. He was famous 
amongst the Arabs for his magnificence and grandeur, for 
his wisdom and tolerance and for his status and majesty. 
Hadrat Mu'awiyah « held him in high esteem. Hadrat 
Mu'‘awiyah « used to say: “If Ahnaf is ruined, consider all 


the Arabs ruined.” 


Once Hadrat Mu'awiyah « summoned him. When he arrived, 
he asked him: “O Abd Bahr! What is your opinion as far as 
conduct with children is concerned?” He replied: “Children 
are the fruit of our earnest aspirations and they are the 
props of our backbones. We are to them like a soft and safe 
plot of land. We are to them like the sky that shelters them. 
It is due to them that we get the courage to accomplish 
great feats. Therefore, if the children want something, 
provide it delightfully and happily. Eradicate the cause of his 
distress and he will love you and admire your paternal 
endeavours. Do not become such a burden unto him that he 
looks forward to your death or he develops hatred for you." 
Examine these words of Ahnaf bin Qays again and again and 
implore Allah Ta‘ala to entrench these words into your heart 


and mind. 


Equality amongst Children 


Hadrat Nu'man bin Bashir # relates: “My father once made 
over a gift to me. Upon this, my mother 'Amrah bint 
Rawahah radiallAhu ‘anha told my father, Bashir «, that she 
will not be satisfied until Rasulullah # is not appointed a 
witness to this endowment.” Nonetheless, Hadrat Bashir « 
went to Rasdlullah # and submitted: “O Nabi of Allah +! ] 
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have offered something to my son Nu'man, the son of 
‘Amrah bint Rawahah radiallahd ‘anha. However, she is 
adamant that I appoint you a witness over this endowment.” 
Rasulullah # asked him: “Just as you offered a slave to 
Nu'man, did you offer a slave to your other sons as well.” 
When he replied in the negative, Rasulullah # said: “Fear 
Allah 4! Maintain equality amongst all your children.” Hadrat 
Nu'man 2 says: “My father returned home and repossessed 


the item.” 


According to another narration, Rasulullah # remarked: “I 
will not become a witness to cruelty and injustice.” (Mishkét 
Babul-'Ataya vol.1 p.261) 


According to yet another narration, Rasulullah # asked 
Bashir #: “Do you want every one of your children to 
conduct themselves favourably with you?” He replied: 
“Surely, why not?” RasUlullah = counselled him: “Then don’t 


do this.” 


It is not possible for a person to cherish equal love for all his 
children. At times, he may be naturally inclined to one of 
them more then the other. Impartiality as far as love is 
concerned is neither possible nor required from a person. 


The Hadith imposes equality and impartiality amongst all 
children. As far as them being your very own children, they 
are all equal and they all enjoy the same rights over you. 
Therefore, your conduct should also be the same with all of 
them. Do not give preference to one over the other. 
Preferential treatment towards one child is not only an 
infringement of the other's rights but it has a negatively 
impact on them as well. The child who enjoys preferential 
treatment tends to develop tendencies of pride and 
arrogance and he is given to look down at his other siblings 


with eyes of contempt. 


On the other hand, those who are discriminated against 
tend to develop an inferiority complex and psychologically 
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the laws of Sharah, it is not appropriate to become 
disqusted with them or to be hostile towards them or to 
curse them in any way. Instead, he should strive to 
discipline them with affection and tenderness. 


The Advice of Ahnaf Bin Qays 


Ahnaf bin Qays was a renowned Arab leader. He was famous 
amongst the Arabs for his magnificence and grandeur, for 
his wisdom and tolerance and for his status and majesty. 
Hadrat Mu'awiyah & held him in high esteem. Hadrat 
Mu'awiyah + used to say: “If Ahnaf is ruined, consider all 
the Arabs ruined.” 


Once Hadrat Mu'awiyah + summoned him. When he arrived, 
he asked him: “O Abu Bahr! What is your opinion as far as 
conduct with children is concerned?” He replied: “Children 
are the fruit of our earnest aspirations and they are the 
props of our backbones. We are to them like a soft and safe 
plot of and. We are to them like the sky that shelters them. 
It is due to them that we get the courage to accomplish 
great feats. Therefore, if the children want something, 
provide it delightfully and happily. Eradicate the cause of his 
distress and he will love you and admire your paternal 
endeavours. Do not become such a burden unto him that he 
looks forward to your death or he develops hatred for you.” 
Examine these words of Ahnaf bin Qays again and again and 
implore Allah Ta‘ala to entrench these words into your heart 
and mind. 


Equality amongst Children 


Hadrat Nu'man bin Bashir 4 relates: “My father once made 
over a gift to me. Upon this, my mother ‘Amrah bint 
Rawahah radgiallahu ‘anha told my father, Bashir &, that she 
will not be satisfied until Rasulullah % is not appointed a 
witness to this endowment.” Nonetheless, Hadrat Bashir s 
went to Rasulullah # and submitted: “O Nabi of Allah x! J 
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have offered something to my son Nu'man, the son of 
‘Amrah bint Rawahah radiallahu ‘anha. However, she is 
adamant that I appoint you a witness over this endowment.” 
Rasulullah = asked him: “Just as you offered a slave to 
Nu'man, did you offer a slave to your other sons as well.” 
When he replied in the negative, Rasulullah # said: “Fear 
Allah 3s! Maintain equality amongst all your children.” Hadrat 
Nu'man * says: “My father returned home and repossessed 
the item.” 


According to another narration, RasuluJlah % remarked: “I 


will not become a witness to cruelty and injustice.” (Mishkét 
Babul-‘Ataya vol.1 p.261] 


According to yet another narration, Rasulullah = asked 
Bashir &; “Do you want every one of your children to 
conduct themselves favourably with you?” He replied: 
“Surely, why not?” Rasulullah # counselled him: “Then don’t 
do this.” 


It is not possible for a person to cherish equal love for all his 
children. At times, he may be naturally inclined to one of 
them more then the other. Impartiality as far as love is 
concerned is neither possible nor required from a person. 


The Hadith imposes equality and impartiality amongst all 
children. As far as them being your very own children, they 
are all equal and they all enjoy the same rights over you. 
Therefore, your conduct should also be the same with all of 
them. Do not give preference to one over the other. 
Preferential treatment towards one child is not only an 
infringement of the other’s rights but it has a negatively 
impact on them as well. The child who enjoys preferential 
treatment tends to develop tendencies of pride and 
arrogance and he is given to look down at his other siblings 
with eyes of contempt. 


On the other hand, those who are discriminated against 
tend to develop an inferiority complex and psychologically 
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they adopt a stigma of insignificance and disdain. This 
Subsequently affects their moral and physical well-being. 
Apart from this, the sentiments of love, affection, 
selflessness and sacrifice that siblings naturally cherish for 
one another are also marred. Similarly, the sentiments of 
honour and respect, admiration and esteem they value for 
his parents are also affected. 


If a person has children from two wives and his heart is not 
so inclined to one of the wife's children or due to their 
detestable habits he is disinclined to them, then the father is 
Obviously excused. However, Islam does charge him to 
Maintain equality amongst all his children. If the father 
provides all forms of luxuries for one child and makes the 
other child suffer, he is deemed a criminal in the eyes of the 
Sharrah. 


The parents may delude themselves and justify their biased 
conduct on some grounds or the other, they may be able to 
hoodwink the world but in the eyes of Allah %, they are 
neither able to conceal their transgression nor are they able 
to deceive Him. Rasulullah = has declared such 
discriminatory conduct as a form of cruelty and injustice. 


The ethics of impartiality also decrees that you do not go on 
praising one child whilst leaving out the other. Sometimes, 
the parents unwittingly go on extolling the talents of one of 
the children. This subsequently means that the other 
children are either stupid or relatively slower whilst this child 
is, Masha Allah, very bright. Another problem with this 
attitude is that the other children feel that only this child is 
admirable to the parents and family wnilst they are dim- 
witted and inept. They feel that whatever they do, they are 
inevitably going to be labelled with names like useless and 
Stupid etc. People find fault with everything they do. So why 
bother to do anything for that matter? So the parents should 
refrain from interminably praising one child. One of the 
methods of sustaining and preserving this talent of the child 
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ise he 
is to refrain from discussing it SO frequently otherwise ~a 
may be overcome with an evil eye Or perhaps this may 9 
rise to an assembly of jealous people. 


Similarly, do not favour your sister's or brother's children 
over your own children either by words or by action. If you 
detect any talents in your nephews or nieces not found in 
your own children, make Du‘a to Allah Ta'ãlā to bestow the 
same upon your own children too. Notwithstanding this, do 
not lament to your children: “Look at Na‘im. He is of your 
age. He is your cousin. He is so intelligent but you ...? He is 
so sharp and diligent. took at his manners. He talks as 
though he is emitting a fragrance of flowers from his mouth 
but look at yourself! You are a blockheaded idiot”. 

Don't ever make such critical and malicious remarks. Never! 


Affection towards Children 


Affection means tenderness, warmth and love. Respect for 
the seniors and affection towards the juniors is after all a 
basic moral of mankind. This is emphasised by the teachings 
of Islam and the Ahadith of Rasulullah However, affection 
towards the youngsters has been particularly singled out. 
These children are a great Ni'mah (boon) of Allah 45. Allah & 


entrusts them to your care and their proper upbringing is 
your responsibility. You are obliged to cast their Character 
within the mould of Islam. This obligation can only be 
fulfilled if you make affection the elementary constituent of 
your upbringing. Affection in no way means that you should 
pamper them inappropriately or indulge them to such an 
extent that they become defiant and disobedient. 


Compassion does not mean that you give them a free reign 
in whatever they wish to do without any form of scrutiny on 
your part. In order to protect them from evil habits, you 
should be a bit stern with them also whenever the need 
arises. However, this sternness should also be affectionate 
and for the betterment of the child. For example, once the 
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child tums seven, command him to perform Salah and ali forms of obstinacy”, it is bound to have a more effective 
instruct him to accompany you to the Musjid. If he fails to 
do so or you detect any form of negligence towards his 
Salah, reprimand him. In this way, by the time he is ten, the 
habit of performing Salah will be staunchly developed. 


outcome. 


Similarly, counselling them in the light of the stories of the 
Sahabah 4. and in the light of fascinating incidents is more 


` effective. This is because children are generally captivated 
However, if he persists with his disregard for Salah, be stern with stories and fascinating incidents. All this is only possible 
with him and staying within the confines of Shariah, you if you are affectionate towards your children and you 
may even punish him. Similarly, if you notice that he is wont counsel them in a tone of warmth. Alhamdulillah! We are all 
of telling lies, counsel him with affection and if he is 


Muslims and the adherents of the Sunnah of Rastlullah #. 
adamant, you may be a bit harsh with him. In short, do not We have firm conviction that every form of goodness is 
overlook any of their vices or else they would develop into entrenched within his lifestyle. 


evil habits. Strive to eliminate their repulsive tendencies and 
where required, employ austere measures against the child. 


Rasulullah # was very compassionate and loving towards 
Now when the child goes beyond the age of ten, keep a 


children. Whilst returning from a journey, if he came across 





strict vigil at all times but in such a way that he is unaware a child on the outskirts of Madinah, he would pick the child 
of your constant surveillance. If you have a maid at home, up and seat him in front or behind him. Similarly, if he came 
dissuade him from freely associating with her and other girls across children playing, he would smile at them and greet 
of his age. Also, do not allow him to be alone with them. them with Salam. In fact, he wouldn’t even give them a 
chance to observe the Salam first. Thereafter he used to 
Notwithstanding this, for Allah's sake, do not be so harsh iy to ee a very loving and affectionate manner. 
with your children that they consider you an embodiment of Bigluolebiteo! 2) 
terror and apprehension. The correct way of dealing with - ; , 
this ıs to analyse the child's misdemeanours and explore the tay O e oemcmMithethese noble attributes. 
fundamental causes of his errant behaviour. Then you Amin. 
should examine the solution to the problem. As far as ' , : s l 
possible, guide him with tenderness and affection. The most The aforementioned poset advice i Dwu benefit you if 
effective way of accomplishing this is to teach them whilst bes e ea en pony ne ia. ent 
Joining them in their fun, games and laughter. Occasionally, ven children e forsake. P psrance, mee “ont Nim we 
narrate to them the incidents of the Sahabah s& and the abstain Jeli backbiting but you talk Ml about yee office 
Tabrin rabymatulli "alaihim. This has a very profound effect friends or other family members, he will not abstain from 
AT l backbiting regardless of the number of evils you portray 
i about this sin. Someone knocks at your door and you send 
poe ) to say that dad is not around or dad is sleeping. 
When you advise the child with warmth and affection, “Son! Wey Son i i À 
rian the truth, abstain from lies, respect your Rage nbemipabyou are practically gokus pm to b WES: 
PE of greed Mihiealpusy io not fight with This practical exercise in falsehood will make him nothing 
your friends, do not leave today’s work for tomorrow, shun ee eee ue your advice on the merits of 


truthfulness will be nothing but an exercise in futility. 
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Therefore, whatever you do practically, the child will follow 
suit. 


Rear Your Children by Means of the Qur'an and Hadith 


The Holy Qur'an is actually a constitution governing our 
every-day lives. It is the formula for success in both the 
words for all of humankind right up to the day of 
judgement. This is a manual that would purge the world of 
all their woes and misery. Rasulullah x was the practical 
example of this guidebook. His statements made up the 
commentary of this Holy book. The practical implementation 
of these statements made the Arabs the leading scholars 
and philosophers of the entire world. 


Therefore, you should also strive to rear your children 
according to the dictates of the Holy Qur'an and the Ahadith 
of Rasulullah =. Entrench the teachings of the Holy Qur'an 
and the Ahadith of Rasulullah æ into their minds. Narrate to 
them the stories mentioned therein. Make them memorise 
the sections dealing with good counsel and guidance. One of 
the methods of achieving this is to allocate a fixed time daily 
- after Fajr or Maghrib for instance - and sit with all the 
children and explain the translation or Tafsir of a verse or 
read from a commentary of the Holy Qur'an like Ma'ariful 
Quran or any other reliable Tafsir. 





For example, you may recite the verse: “So a person should 
observe his food” (Sirah ‘Abas verse 24) and commentate on 
the verse. Explain how Allah & provides sustenance to us. 


First there was absolutely nothing. Allah 4 then provided 


the seed as well as the intellect to farm the seed. Who 
knows in which part of the world the seed was planted and 
who planted it. From the seed sprouted a shoot that was 
protected by Allah %. This shoot grew into a sapling, which 
eventually developed into a tree. The tree then bore fruit 
and after going through a number of hands, it finally 
reached us. Here we are seated in our homes and eating a 
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variety of delicious fruit and food without much of an effort 
on our part. 


Ponder over it son! What sweetness has been provided in a 
banana. What a pleasing colour it has. Look at its skin that 
acts as a protective covering for it. Take an orange. Look at 
its colour, taste and fragrance. It is absolutely different to a 
banana but Allah Ta‘ala produces both from the same earth. 
The water that irrigates an orange tree also irrigates a 
banana tree but their taste, smell and colour are completely 
different. Just ponder over the supremacy of Allah 46. 


Therefore, son, we should appreciate these WNi'mats 
(blessings) of Allah 4. Whilst partaking of these blessings, 
form an intention that you would propagate the unity and 
power of Allah 3 throughout the lands. 


Food is the very basis of human life. The reality of this has 
been expounded in the form of a question; ponder over the 
seed that you consign to the ground. What percentage of 
your effort is involved in germinating the seed into a big 
tree? Once you think about it, you will realise that all the 
farmer had done was ploughed the land, added on a bit of 
fertiliser and softened the ground to enable the weak shoot 
to sprout up to the surface. The seed planter’s labour merely 
revolves around this undertaking. Extracting the tree from 
the ground is neither within his capacity nor can he claim to 
have manufactured the tree. So then we return to the same 
question; who germinated the seed from beneath tons of 
earth and developed it into a tree of such beauty and 
benefit? There is only one answer; it was created through 
the absolute power and amazing ingenuity of Allah 3%, the 


Creator. 


At times you may commentate on the connotation of the 
Du'a after drinking water. Explain to them the meaning of 
the Du'a. Describe how Allah 3 provides pure, sweet and 
clear water for us from the sky through mountains and from 
the earth. If the water is a wee bit brackish, we won't be 
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able to put it to our lips or quench our thirst with it. Allah 4 
has made the water sweet and quenching. If Allah 43s 
withholds the water or makes it brackish, life would become 
extremely difficult. This is why Allah & recounts His favours 
upon us in the following words: 
“Why dont you look at the water you drink? Did you bring it down 
from the clouds or did We bring it down? If We wish, we can render 
it brackish. So why don't you show appreciation?” (Surah Waqi'ah verse 
&) 





In order to prevent them from sinning, you may recite and 
explain the following verse of Surah Yasin to the children: 
“Today we will seal their mouths and their hands will converse with 
us. And their legs will testify what they used to do.” /Sôrah Yasin verse 
65) 


Explain to them that these very limbs for whose comfort we 
perpetrate a variety of sins will testify against us on the day 
of judgement. Similarly, explain to them the divine 
commandments mentioned in Surah Hujurat or make them 
memorise the regulations governing Hijab etc. mentioned in 
Surah Nur or in any other Surah. 


In short, continue teaching them and go on making them 
memonse something or the other. Also make them recap 
and summarise what you have taught them. You may even 
make them compete with one another. At the same token, 
develop an enthusiasm for putting these divine rulings into 
practise. Similarly, read to them the Ahadith of books like 
Ma‘antul-Hadith, Rivagus Salihin and Fagai! A‘ma/. When the 
gins grow up a bit, get their mothers to recite Bahishti 
Zewar to them. Recite the text of the Kitab to them and 
thereafter question them about it. 


Insha Allah, in this manner, from a very tender age, the 
divine laws of Allah & and the teachings and lifestyle of 


` Available in English from Madrasah Arabia Islamia, A2zaadville, South 
ANG. 
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Rasůlullâh % will be ingrained into their hearts and the same 
children will Insha Allah, become the Dã'is and the future 
flag bearers of Islam. Renouncing a single divine 
commandment will be more difficult to them than forsaking 
the whole world. Such children will rightfully be the pride of 
this Ummah. The same children will be the Jaylânîs, the 
Baghdadis, the Zubaydahs and Rabi'ahs of the future. Insha 
Allah. 


The Child’s First Lesson 


Rasulullah ¥ is reported to have said: “When your children 
learn to speak, teach them the Kalimah ‘La Ilaha I!tallah’ 
first." [Kanzul ‘Umma! vol.16 p.441) 


On the basis of this Hadith we learn that the Kalimah of 
Tauhid should be primarily taught to the children. Similarly, 
from the outset, it should be made clearly manifest to the 
child that the being eligible for ‘Ibadat, worthy of praise and 
gratitude is the one and only Allah 3 Who brought him into 
this world and He thereafter saturated the hearts of his 
parents with affection and love for him and He also blessed 
him with innumerable bounties. 


The aforesaid issue of Tauhid (monotheism) is the 
cornerstone of Din. If this is firm from the very beginning, it 
will Insha Allah remain firm right up to the very end. No 
matter what the conditions are like, it wouldn't worry him in 
the least because his Iman upon Allah 4 is resolutely 
entrenched within his heart. He has firm conviction that 
benefit and loss lies solely in the control of Allah ag. Without 
the will and pleasure of Allah 3, the whole world won't be 
able to harm a single strand of his hair and they won’t be 
able to deprive him of the good Allah #5 has decreed for him. 
If Allah 3% has declared any form of detriment against him, 


the whole world won't be able to save him from it. This was 
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the very advice offered by Rasulullah % to Hadrat ‘Abdullah 
tn ‘Abbas & as a young boy. 


When the child embraces the fact that the Being of Allah 3¢ 
ig the real doer or initiator of every single action in this 
world, none of the calamities of the world will bother him in 
the least. This is so because he is convinced that everything 
is from Allh & and whatever pleases Allah 4 is also 
pleasing to him. 


This is one of the chief reasons why the Holy Qur'an focuses 
so vigorously on the concept of Tauhid. Our pious 
predecessors who reared their children upon the correct 
teachings also focused upon this concept first and instructed 
their children accordingly. The Holy Qur'an cites the incident 
of Hadrat Luqman $ wherein he advises his son. The 
concept of Tauhid featured most prominently in his list of 
advices. 


The foremost advice he offered to his son was, as the Holy 

Qur'an portrays it: 

"0 Son! Do not ascribe partners unto Allah, Verily Shirk (polytheism) 
iS indeed a great injustice.” (Sirah Lugman verse 13] 


Reflect over this; Lugman’s #8 primary concern was the 
rectification of faith and the first and foremost article of faith 
is that one believes Allah 45 to be the sole creator and 


controller of the entire universe. He should not ascribe any 
partners to Allah æ. There can be no greater form of 


injustice than equating the creation with the Creator. 


Hadrat Lugman #3 offered a number of other advises to his 
son but the primary objective here is the belief in the unity 
of Allah %. This can be accomplished by initiating the child 


with the concept of Tauhid and by teaching it to him as his 
first lesson. Thereafter you may tutor him gradually about 
the other fundamental articles of faith. You may also make 
him memonse these elementary articles of faith. For 
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instance, Allah a is all Alone and He has no partner. He IS 


the only being worthy of worship. He has created the earth 
and the sky. He is the Creator, the Controller, He honours or 
He humiliates, He is the provider and the withholder or 
inhibitor. Muhammad # is the final messenger of Allah 3. 
The Holy Qur'an is the book of Allah 3. Etc. etc. 


At the very outset, if the child is reared in this manner, his 
Dini upbringing will become much more easier as he grows 
up, Insha Allah. 


Iman and Yaqin (faith and conviction) are such great 
bounties that Rasulullah # taught us to implore Allah 4 to 
improve and perfect our Iman. Some of the Du'as Rasûlullâh 
% taught us are mentioned hereunder. Every Muslim father 
is requested to recite these Du‘as and make the children 
memorise them as well. 


The Du'as mentioned in the Ahadith are: 
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“O Allah! I beg of You to grant me faith that is firmly entrenched in 
my heart and such true conviction that would enable me to realise 
that nothing will come my way except that which You had decreed 
for me and I ask of You to make me content with whatever life You 
have allotted for me. Verily You have absolute control over 
everything.” /Kanzul Ummal vol.1 p.194] 
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“(Alan Grant me faith that would not waver and such conviction 
that iS not followed by disbelief and shower me with such mercy 
through which | can acquire the nobility of Your honour in this world 
and the hereafter.” /Targhib vol.4 p.583) 


wo fe ome sae Dou os fe Beast of giget es eat 
es Gly) Cay YUL) Ue a) gU 
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“O Allah! 1 beg of You unfaltering Iman and I ask such 
favours that would not cease and ] beg of you to grant me 
the companionship of Our Nabi Muhammad # in the most 


lofty stages of paradise, the paradise of eternity.” /A/-Hizb-ul- 
A'zam p.75 from Nasai, Ibn Hibban, Hakim narrated by Ibn Mas'Ud æ] 


: 
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*O Allah! Adom us with the beauty of Iman and make us guides and 
well-quided.” fA-Hub. p.44, Nasai, Kitdbus Sahw Hadith no. 1289) 
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"O AIBh! Grant me perfection of Iman (faith) and bestow me with 
fat coupled with good character. 1 beg of You salvation in this 
word followed by success in the hereafter. From You Alone, I 


beseech mercy, security, safety, forgiveness and Your pleasure.” 
[Musnad Ahmad Hadith n0.7923] 
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iman i ilish 
«O Allah! Inculcate the love of Iman into our hearts aema 
our hearts with it and create a loathing within us for Gi ; 


) ightly-quided.” /A-Hiz0. 
sion and sin. And make us of the right 
ea p.61, Musnad Ahmad Hadith no.14945] 


Commentary: It is imperative upon each one of us to 
ponder over the great bounty of Iman. Rasulullah # has 
instructed us to make Du'a for this bounty on various 
occasions and in an assortment of words. Ponder over the 
varied words of his Du‘as; Rasûlullâh % is pleading to Allah 
£ to cast the love of Iman into his heart or to improve his 
Iman. In some Du'as, he begs Allah 4 for ceaseless faith or 
such faith that is entrenched into the heart. He also pleaded 
with Allah 3 to grant him faith that enables him to 
cheerfully accept whatever has been pre-ordained for him. 
He also asked Allah 4 for Iman coupled with good character 


and he also begged Allah 4 to embellish and adorn his 
Iman. 


Therefore, every Muslim male and female is requested to 
beseech Allah 4% for perfect and everlasting Iman and true 
conviction. He should also develop within himself and within 
others this initiative of Iman and he should strive to 
transmit this commitment to all the peoples of the world. 
For this he should also engage in constant Du‘a. Similarly, 
he should discuss the grandeur of Allah 3 with whomever he 
runs into during the day. He should express the 
magnificence of Allah 3% by expounding the fact that 
whatever happens in this world happens solely at His 
absolute behest. Everything lies in His complete control. He 
controls boundless treasures of the scarce materialistic 
things we see around us. The women of the household 
should teach this to the women who come to visit them and 
also to the children and the maids working at home. Learn 
the translation of the verses of the Holy Qur'an dealing with 
Iman and the grandeur of Allah 3s and teach them to your 
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children, students and followers. Teach them these Du'as 
and encourage them to recite them after every Salah. 


May Allah Taala grant us all perfect faith and true Iman. 
May He also make us loyal disseminators of this struggle of 
Iman and enable us to take this struggle to every corner of 
the globe and may He make us breathe our last with Iman. 
Amin. 


Techniques of Perfecting Iman 


1. Calling others towards the greatness of Allah 3%. 


2. Maintaining favourable family ties; Hadrat Abu Hurayrah 
< narrates that Rasulullah # said: “A person would not 
chensh sincere faith until he maintains favourable family 
relationship with those members who sever relationship 
with him, and until he forgives those who wronged him 
and until he pardons those who verbally abuse him and 
he ıs polite to those who are impolite to him.” 


Rasulullah = is reported to have said: “A Wasi (one who 
maintains favourable family ties) is not he who reciprocates 
but a true Wasi! is he who sustains favourable family 
relationship with others in spite of them severing family ties 
with him.” (R'vagus Sõhhin p.124) 





Therefore, a Muslim who aspires for perfect Iman should 
socialise with his relatives. He should overlook their faults 
and flaws. He should continue making Du'as for them and as 
far as possible he should be benevolent towards them 
especially towards his brothers and sisters. In the case of a 
woman, she must maintain favourable ties with her mother- 
in-law, sisters-in-law and co-wife. She should encourage her 
husband, father and other Mahram relatives to maintain 
good family ties as well. Bear in mind that breaking family 
ties 1S such a wicked deed that even on the night of Qadr, a 
guilty person's Du'as are not accepted. With the objective of 
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pleasing Him, Allah 4 will bless a person who maintains 
favourable family ties with the bounty of sincere faith. 


3, The sweetness of Iman, the method of acquiring which 
has been spelled out in the Hadith is as follows: a person 
whose gaze falls inadvertently on something forbidden 
and he instantaneously draws his gaze away from it will 
be blessed with the sweetness of Iman. Hadrat ‘Abdull3h 
bin Mas'ud & narrates that Rasulullah # said: “Allah 22 


has declared: “The casting of an evil glance is a lethal 
arrow from amongst the arrows of Iblis. He who 
renounces this out of fear for Me, I will compensate him 
with the sweetness of Iman which he will perceive within 
his heart.” [Kanzul ‘Ummal vol.5 p.328] 


Intention of Sunnah whilst Kissing Children 


Ummul Muminin Hadrat ‘Aishah radiallahG ‘anhé says: “I 
have not witnessed anyone who had such strong 
resemblance to Rasulullah # either in his habits, character, 
behaviour or speech than his daughter, Hadrat Fatimah 
radiallahu ‘anha. Whenever she came to Rasulullah 2%, he 
would stand up for her, direct all his attention towards her, 
grasp her hand within his own hand, kiss her and then he 
used to seat her on his own place. Similarly, when 
Rasulullah % went to visit her, she would stand up for him, 
direct all her attention towards him, grasp his hand within 


her own, kiss him and seat him on her own place.” [Abd 
Dawid Kitabul Adab vol.2 p.352] 


In another Hadith, Hadrat Bara bin ‘Azib » relates: “Once, 
immediately following his return to Madinah after one of the 
battles, I accompanied Hadrat AbU Bakr œ to his home. I 
saw his daughter Hadrat ‘Aishah radiallahu ‘anha lying down 
stricken with a very high fever. Hadrat Abu Bakr 
approached her and enquired about her health etc. He then 
(either out of love and affection or in consideration of the 


Sunnah) kissed her on the cheek.” [Abu Dawud Kitabul Adab vol.2 
p. 353) 
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From these two Ahadith, you can gauge for yourself what 
cae of affection Rasululldh s and Hadrat Abu Bakr + 
displayed for their children by kissing them in such a warm 
manner. Every affectionate father loves his children and 
prompted by the spirit of this paternal love he also kisses 
them occasionally, However, every Muslim father should 
bear in mind thet every one of his actions, even if it were 
something natural or habitual, if he ascertains the Sunnah of 
Rasulullah & and then carries it out accordingly, he would be 
assured of three advantages: 


(1) The first and foremost advantage is that he would be 
fulfilling a Sunnah of Rasulullah #. This in turn would 
enhance the love for Rasulullah #. The more your love 
for Rasulullah , the greater your chances of success in 
this world and the hereafter. And how fortunate is that 
Muslim who executes all his actions in accordance with 
the Sunnah of Rasulullah %, One of the reasons the 
Ambiya +a (messengers) were sent to this world as 
human beings is that they also marry and have children 
and live as fathers. How fortunate would we be if we 
abide by their example and fulfil the rights of 
fatherhood!? Our adherence to their lifestyle is sure to 
wash Off onto our children as well, 





(2) The second benefit we are assured of is that we will 
be rewarded for our actions. Allah % is the most 


merciful, the noblest and the most compassionate of all 
His creation. He is very appreciative of good deeds. He is 
affectionate, just and His knowledge is all encompassing. 
ls there any other being who generates the greatest of 
things from absolutely nothing? On the most insignificant 
pretexts, His gates of recompense are flung open. So 
why should we not love Him and glorify Him? Why don't 
we always take His name and call upon Him in distress? 
Why don't we implore His assistance and strive to please 
Him at all times? Why don’t we comply with His wishes 
and love Him more than our own selves or more than 
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our parents and children? Why don’t we ee r 
and every one of the blessed Sunnahs of Rasutulla y 
and why don't we encourage the whole world to comply 
with his teachings thereby making ourselves deserving of 
Allah’s 4% choicest rewards? 


(3) The third benefit is that when you shower the child 
with affection or kiss him simply because it is the 
Sunnah of Rasulullah #, you were upset with the child 
because he flouted the laws of Allah $, you were happy 


with him simply to please Allah 3, you complied with his 


legitimate wishes or you educated him sim 
png ply to please 
Allah 3, then this child will turn out to N a 


"coolness of your eyes” in this world as well as the next. 
Rasilullah's % Affection towards Children 


The Sahabah 3 were faithful in preserving every single 
Statement and action of Rasulullah #. So much so that even 
matters affecting his domestic and private life has been 
preserved and practised upon by the Sahabah & as a 
component of Din. Subsequently, a number of such Ahadith 
have come to be preserved in the books of Hadith. We 
should study and deliberate over these Ahadith. Constant 
study of the Ahadith makes it very plain to us that 
Rasulullah % never raised his hand on any of his children. He 
did not beat nor rebuke any of them. He did not berate 
them nor was he harsh with them. There is not a single such 
incident recorded in the books of Hadith. Children are 
children after all. 


Hadrat Anas # served RasUlullah * for a period of ten years. 
Day and night he was in RasUlullah's # blessed presence. 
We all know that the greater the degree of affiliation the 
greater the display of anger or joy. However, during this 
long period of ten years, Rasilullah # never reproached him 


saying: “Oh well! What did you do?” 
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Hadrat Anas & himself says: “For a period of ten years in 
Madinah, | was in the service of Rasulullah %. At that time I 
was a young boy so my endeavours were not always in 
conformity to Rastlullah's * bidding (nor can it be because 
everything a ten twelve year old boy does is not always 
satisfactory). However, in this long period of ten years, 
Rasulullah æ never uttered uff to me and never did he ever 
grumble to me, "why did you do this?” or “why didn’t you do 
this?” [Shar Shamail Tirmidhi p.206) 


Similarly, Hadrat ‘Aishah radiall@hi ‘anhd relates the 
exceptional conduct of Rasulullah x in the following words: 
“Rasulullah Æ never raised his hand upon a slave or woman 
or even an animal. Whenever he entered the house, he 


entered Smiling and in a cheerful mood.” [Siratun Nabi # vol.2 
p.176) 








Rasulullah #'s male issues al! passed away in infancy but he 
nad female children who reached adulthood and they also 
ad children. Within this entire period, not once did he 
become angry or annoyed with them. He had so much of 
love for them that he would often say: “Fatimah is a 
fragment of my body. Whosoever displeases her displeases 
me,” (Mshkat vol.2 p.568) 


After her marnage, whenever Hadrat Fatimah radia/lahu 
anha came to visit Rastlullah =, he would stand and 
welcome her. He would then kiss her forehead and seat her 
on his place, This was his custom with all his children. 
Rasilullah’s z eldest daughter, Hagrat Zainab radiallahu 
anhé, was married to her cousin Abul ‘As. At the time of the 
mamage, Hagrat Khadijah ragiall@hu ‘anha gave her an 
expensive Yemeni necklace as a wedding present. When 
Rasululléh = migrated to Madinah Munawwarah, she 
remained behind as her husband had as yet not embraced 
Islam. During the battle of Badr, he was on the side of the 
polythersts and was captured as a prisoner of war. The 
Muslims decided to collect ransom from the prisoners and 
set them free. The relatives dispatched the ransom and they 
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were subsequently released. Part of the ransom that Hadrat 
Zainab radiallahd ‘anha sent to free Abul- AS was made up 
of the necklace she had received from her mother Hadrat 
Khadijah ragiallāhů 'anhâ. When Rasūlullâh #’s glance fell on 
this necklace, he was moved to tears. The Sahâbah became 
very distraught at this sight. Upon enquiry, Rasûlullāh # 
asked: “If you don’t mind, I wish to return this necklace to 
Zainab and liberate her husband as well.” The Sahabah 
gladly accepted this request. Rasilullah % despatched the 
necklace with Abul-'As back to Makkah on the condition that 
he will send Zainab to Madinah on his return home. He 
returned to Makkah and carried out the request of 
Rasulullah #. After some time, Abul-‘As also embraced Islâm 
and migrated to Madinah Munawwarah. Hadrat Zainab 
radiallahu ‘anha passed away in the 8 year of Hijrah. 
Rasulullah % went into the grave himself and he was struck 
with disconcerting grief as he was lowering her into the 
grave. He pleaded with Allah 36: “O Allah! She was very 
weak: O Allah! Render all her difficulties easy for her and 
make her grave spacious for her.” [Tabaqåt Ibn S'ad] 


Not only did he love his own children but Rasulullah # was 
exceptionally fond of his grandchildren as well. Whenever he 
went to Hadrat Fatimah's radiallahu ‘anha house, he would 
say: “Bring my children to me.” She would bring her sons 
Hasan and Husain 4 to Rasulullah % and he would hug them 
and breathe in their scent. (Mishkat vol.2 p.571) 


Quite often, whilst performing Salah, Rasdlullah 2 would 
open his arm out to allow Hadrat Hasan # or other children 
to climb onto it easily. Sometimes he would lengthen his 
Sajdah to allow the children to climb onto his back. Once 
Rasiilullah # seated both of them onto his back and crawled 
about with them. When Hadrat ‘Umar æ witnessed this 
scene, he remarked: “Wow! What a majestic mount.” 
Rasijlullah # replied: “And how majestic is the rider.” 

[Mishkat vol.2 p.571] 
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We are the adherents of this very Nabi %. It is our 
Tesponsipility to treasure each and every one of his Sunnats 
and hold them dearer than our own lives. Implement this 
Sunnah as well into your life. Maintain a relationship of love, 
affection and tendemess with your children. In this manner, 
you will be implementing the Sunnah, you will be highly 
rewarded and your love and worth will swell in the hearts of 
the children. You will be able to lead a more comfortable life 
and the children will also be at ease. 


Sibling Rivalry and Your Responsibility 


Sibling rivalry ıs prevalent in virtually every household, 
every street and in every country and culture. However, if 
one of the squabbling children is unduly showered with more 
Support or patronised more than his siblings, it would ruin 
the calm and atmosphere of the home and this would also 
develop feelings of disgust and revulsion in the hearts of the 
other children. Taking into account these ills, you would 
have to be very careful when dealing with sibling rivalry and 

you will be required to analyse the situation realistically. So 

first and foremost, try and determine why and how the 

problem erupted. If the cause can be eliminated and the 

children advised, the issue of contention will be solved, 

Insha Allah. 





Quite often what happens is that one child mocks or offends 
the other child and this leads them to a scuffle. They may be 
playing with toys and one snatches the toy from the other's 
hand and they now start fighting with each other or they 
both howl and cry. Sometimes the one child has already 
eaten his sweets or snack and he grabs his sibling’s sweets. 


Similarly, when they are playing hockey or cricket etc., one 
team claims to have won whilst the other team refuses to 
acknowledge defeat. This also leads them to fight with one 
another. After evaluating these events, you will come to the 


a 


age 78 





The Ideal Father 


mental reasons for 
conclusion that there Erian 
agren fighting amongst themse'ves. 

ci Gie inclination of mischievousness and the normal 
tendency of restlessness will ensure that children don't 
sit at ease. 

2. Due to their naivety they tend to be nonchalant about 
the happiness and pleasure of their siblings when it 
comes to their own happiness and pleasure. 

3. Due to their innocence and guiltlessness, they are unable 
to control their emotions and sentiments. They are swift 


in expressing their feelings of grief, anger, j 
and desire. J ger, joy, greed 


——— aan 


Such rivalry amongst them doesn’t 
malevolence or hatred. This is wh 
and start playing again as though 


even carry a trace of 
y they reconcile so quickly 
nothing happened. 


aie are fighting amongst themselves and they 

young, provoke their sense of shame and refrain 
from unjustly patronising either of the two parties. For 
example, you may advise: “Son, how dreadful of you to 
fight with your brother. You don’t want to give him the toy 
and you fancy fighting with him whereas he is so much 
younger than you are and he is playing with you. You should 
have been taking care of him instead of beating him. 
Taubah, Taubah! (Good gracious!).” 


If the children are of an understanding age, appease them 

somehow and separate them. Thereafter summon each one 

individually and ascertain the reason behind their rivalry. 

Inform them of the immorality and vice attached to such 
squabbles. Also strive to eradicate the underlying cause of 
their squabble. Thereafter bring them both together and 
enlighten them about the virtues and benefits of living in 
peace and harmony. Advise them to put these words into 
practise. Also make Du'a for their perpetual unison and 
harmony. Similarly, if the child fights with one of his friends, 
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a = i hen counsel him as mentioned l 
new os himans t bother. If she ridicules you and chides you over your 


UD. spinelessness or over your lack of vengeance, don’t become 
Wnt they are squabbling amongst themselves or with angry with her. Be tolerant and affectionately explain to her 
other children don't ever applaud or encourage them. Also the nastiness of taking rash decisions. Perhaps you could 
refrain from mentioning the incident in a haughty manner. narrate the incidents of the Ambiya s who made Du'as for 
For instance, don't say things like: “My gallant boy really those who verbally abused them or hurled stones at them. 


dealt with the other child nicely.” Such statements will 
destroy the child. He will regard such hostilities as a grand 
achievement and he may subsequently develop a habit of 
squabbling with others. You should ingrain it into both their 
minds that fighting displeases Allah 3. 


Of course, you should thereafter look into the incident but 
very secretively without the house members realising it. If 
your child is guilty you should reprimand him and if the 
other party is guilty you should explain to them through 
their seniors. If possible you should make them embrace 


l l | i e. one another and develop the bonds of unity between them. 
Apart from trying to bring the children into line, it is 


important to maintain an environment of happiness within In this regard, we relate an incident reported by the daily 
the home, This is why you should ensure that you don’t ever newspaper ‘Jang’. We hope you will read it attentively as it 
quarrel or argue with the wife in front of the children is a very thought-provoking story. 

otherwise they will also regard fighting and quarrelling with 

one another as something inconsequential. When children A Momentary Blunder 

are fighting, don’t ever go into a rage and scream or rant 

about, Don't howl at or verbally abuse them. Do not just It was a scorching afternoon on May 23%, 1996 when I was 
shoot up there and separate them and whack the daylights returning home from my job at Karachi’s Steel Cadet 
out of them. This can be likened to sprinkling petrol over a College. As I left the bus stop to proceed towards my street, 
flame in an attempt to extinguish it. Do not participate in I was momentarily dazed to witness two orphan children, 
their nvalry by adding to the shouting and clamour. May Hasan and Shahid, playing bat and ball on a vacant plot of 
Allah & make us all ideal fathers. Amin. land. Their faces were flushed with the high temperature of 


midday. However, they were not concerned in the least 
about the heat or about who is passing by. They were not 
even bothered by the fact that the very same sport of bat 
and ball just last week turned them into orphans. 

The area of Karachi that I was living in until last year August 
was a neighbourhood dominated by the lower to middle 
class. Amongst them were two neighbours who lived as 





Similarly, the moment you walked into the house in the 
evening, the wife complained that so and so beat your son 
up today or he shoved him into a mound of mud or he 
injured or assaulted him and you in a fit of rage go up to his 
house and hurl abuse at him. Later on you realise that both 


eae ea ls eet ourson popes gesclotning bosom friends for the last twenty odd years. People in the 
eens yousareinformed of such neighbourhood would cite their affiliation as an epitome of 
Te E iepianito your house opie met any ne friendship. One of them was Azhar Sahib who was a 
of hostility wih anyone is deplorable. This [ates disunity superintendent in one of the government ministries. The 
andfighting dhesymob behave humans, as it is a barbaric other was Nasir Sahib who was a retired military sergeant 


thing to do. If the wife pulls her face and gets angry, don't 
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p16, 1996, Hasan and 
M aftur gobbling down 
Ad hall and set nul ta 
wort lef yelling at 

7 Raned playing 
bad ad and struck 
j powerfully that blood 
hough a fountain was 
used hy a rage of fury, 
af it at Hasan. The stone 
bang with pain, he fell to 
mothe: ‘they then started 
her Nay! SAhib, who was 
man, he immediately set 
| ch other's blood. He 
mn home whilst Shani 


Md retuming home in 
Ë hystencal and gave 
A whal transpired, 
aed al! the biame 
s wife, forgetting 
' enjoyed, started 


we 







Hasan and his mother. Wher 
weults, she was unable to 
apcealing fer calm 
rage, <he went straight to 
pounding the door she challenged 
with f@ue, she came out of the 
fighting with Hasan’s mother. By the time 
n areg on the scene, he sees that both women 
Jm wares ex" other's clothes and yanking each 
par. Se tree te Mierne and as he was separating 
as we heed aant brushed against Shahids 
-~ Th: mae maiers even worse and rumours started 
ae we aade. Now ShGhid’s mother started vilifying 
and press Ng Sipe as weli. In the meantime, a few 
nue ged Home & He area promptly separated them and 
porai kagt any futher hostility in abeyance. 


Ma, wher Arhar Sahib returned home exhausted 
ghey ah dicu: day at the office, his wife narrated the 
wizty pahe ietidert spiced with a bit of distortion and 
aas AS he haard this incident, his whole body shuddered 
wih vehemence, His blood started simmering out of a sense 
af oosees@veness. Without appraising the situation, he 
ped up 3a axe that was lying on the floor and went 
swsw to Nagir SBhib’s shop. There was just one Customer 
io the shop at that time. Nasir Sahib was stooped down busy 
weighing some merchandise on his scale. Azhar Sahib burst 
imo the shop and without thinking struck Nasir Sahib a 
severe Dow that cntcally wounded his left shoulder. In spite 
of hs injury, he jumped up and huried a one-kilo weight 
pe omo Azhar Sanib’s head. Unable to withstand the 
force æ tis weight pece, he passed out but within a 
momen he shuddered awake. He retrieved his fallen axe, 
cases DSK IMO the shop and struck a blow onto Nasir 





Sit": Seas. This swipe proved fatal and Nasir Sahib died 
a De seme. However, the plow Azhar Sahib received on his 


saz non fee Weigh? zece also proved lethal and he also 
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serious Blunders of the Father 


the thers Come Sodi be akin to that of an 
sheciiosmte ting att ves his subjects, toils for the success 
if he pape aad under whom the citizens feel safe and 
me A the seme tcken, nobody has the nerve to defy 
Wri Ge (0 Comma and offence. This is exactly how the father 
thous ndd hime with his children. He should be 
vig and afectionate towards them whilst retaining a 
degree of dignity and awe. However, in order to instil awe In 
them of to amend their ways, dont ever do something that 
would have è negative impact on your marriage or on the 
upbtiaging of your Children. Hereunder we cite a few 
exampies of pamenta! conduct that leave an awfully 
unpeasam Impression on the child. 


L Tone of the chiigren is guilty of an offence, do not scold 
al the chadren or humiliate them. Admonish the guilty 
Gt pate away from the other children. This will 
We more Gaintyl if your intention is to mend his ways. 
Simai, do mot went your annoyance of one issue over 
amies wNreated issue. Hagrat Zaid bin Khalid s 
nerates Mat a person posed a number of questions to 
Rashan a Wien tine person asked about stumbling 
(aoe a lost camel, Rasikullah & became angry but when 
fe asked abit Coming across a lost goat, Rasulullan +% 
spied: “Rs for you, for your brother or for the wolf.” 


as 


ee 
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i r child's 
Ponder over this; Rasulullah % did not convey the anger 5, IF one of the locals . pune. = a of the 
of one offence into another issue but he responded in a misdeeds, do not punish the lage 
very warm and affectionate manner. complainant or even in his absence without investigating 
the matter thoroughly. Make certain you analyse the 
2. When the child commits an offence, do not admonish complaint meticulously because sometimes the child may 
him by criticising him or by weighing him against other be guiltless but out of fear of his father or any other 
children of his age. For instance, avoid berating the child senior person he is unable to express his innocence. In 
by making statements like: “Look at Shakil, he is your such a case, employing tact and affection, wheedle the 
own cousin, He is so intelligent and well-mannered. Look whole story out of him. If he is undoubtedly guilty, 
at Jawed, he is so hard working and studious and look at lovingly and affectionately explain to him in private. If 
you. Look at Maryam, she is so courteous and need be, you may also reprimand him. It is wholly 
industrious. She tops her class and you on the other inappropriate to beat or scold the child without 
hand are just wasting money and killing time.” etc., etc. investigating the complaint thoroughly. If the father is 
Such an attitude has a number of unfavourable factors guilty of such an action, he will be declared as a disloyal 
attached to it. For example, the child will tend to develop father in the eyes of Allah 3 and his attitude will 
an aversion for the other child. Similarly, if your child is cultivate seeds of hatred in the children’s hearts. 
aware of some shortcoming in the other child of which ; 
you are unaware of, your child will conclude that he has Allah 3% warns: “O People of Iman! If an immoral person 
so many shortcomings and yet my father finds him so comes to you with any news (of a complaint etc.), scrutinize 
good. So in future I will also just put on a guise of it thoroughly (if you want to implement what he reports) for 
graciousness and do whatever else that child is doing. If fear of anyone being adversely afflicted out of ignorance and 
one day, overcome with fury, your child ever reveals then you would be crestfallen at what you have done.” 
that child's shortcoming to you, the spirit of modesty (Ma'ariful Qur'an vol.8 p.103) 
that supposed to have existed between father and son “= ie ' : 
would cease to exist. Similarly, Rasulullah % is reported to have said: “For a man 
to verbally express whatever he hears is sufficient to declare 
3. The third problem is that instead of regarding you as his hima liar.’ 
Be i o particular reason. This is why you should exhaustively investigate every 
Instead of looking upon you as a headman, he will complaint you receive about the child. For instance, if your 
regard you as a hangman neighbour complains that your son beat his son. Now 
i instead of taking a cane and whacking your child, inform 
a our neighbour that you will, Insha Allah, soon investigate 
4. If the fault of the child's misdemeanour lies with the iA ats znd ah will punish him if he is at aoe 
mother, don't ever reprimand her in front of the child; Thereafter, employing love and affection, ascertain the truth 
otherwise the NA regard puss the bully and his from the child. He will enlighten you about exactly what 
mother as the victim. This will diminish the child's love 


transpired. Perhaps the other child instigated the mischief 


eee tiavecsiieMamotners respect in his eyes. and your son slapped him in retaliation or perhaps the other 
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child broke or snatched something from your child and he 
responded by beating him. In such a case, it would be cruel 
of you to punish your child and it may even make him 
chickenhearted in the future. He may not defend his rights 


in future. Allah forbid, this chicken heartedness may even 
wreck his whole life. 


If you analysed the situation at that moment in time, it will 
have two advantages; firstly, the true picture will emerge 
and if your child is at fault you will be able to rectify it. The 
second advantage is that if the other person laid a fictitious 
complaint, you will be saved from unduly punishing the child 


whilst the other person's audacity to fabricate complaints is 
reduced. 


6. Don't ever backbite or speak ill about your wife, the 
children’s mother, in front of them. For instance, don’t 
tell the children that you prevented their mother from 
doing something and yet she does it. You asked her not 
to go to the market or to a certain person's place but she 
insists on going etc. etc. Similarly, don’t criticise the wife 
solely on what the children say. For instance, when you 
retum home in the evening and find that the wife is not 
around. The children inform you that she is gone 
shopping or to someone's house. Now don’t go about 
yelling your head out: “Why doesn’t she listen to me? 


She can't sit at home. I have prohibited her from leaving 
home but she is adamant!!!" 





Such an attitude will reduce the mother’s worth in the 
children’s eyes. The children will regard you as a tyrant and 
the mother as the victim because they don’t understand the 
rationale behind your prohibitions. So instead of screaming 
your head out, sit down and wait patiently. Show the 
children some love and affection. Think of a valid excuse for 
her unexpected absence from home. Perhaps the baby fell ill 
and she took him to the hospital or perhaps she desperately 
needed some cooking ingredients from the shop or she went 
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to fetch something for you or perhaps her mother phoned 
and it was vital for her to respond immediately. When she 
returns you will discover what made her leave home. 
Nevertheless, when she returns and you are infuriated with 
her unwarranted departure from home, explain to her in 
private. You may even express your displeasure and 


annoyance but never in front of the children as this 
negatively influences their minds. 


Similarly, even if you dislike the food prepared by your wife, 
instead of expressing your distaste at the table, commend 
her cooking. This is firstly, pleasing to Allāh 34 and it also 
boosts the wife's spirits. You will also be part of her heartfelt 
Du'as. Secondly, you will be rewarded for implementing the 
Hadith of Rasulullah # wherein he says: “If the food appears 
before you, partake of it and if you dislike it, refrain from 
eating it but do not find fault with it.” Thirdly, this will 
engender love between the husband and wife. And sincere 
love between the husband and wife is the key to the 
treasures of Din and dunya. This will also teach the children 
to commend others and to exercise tolerance otherwise who 
knows, these children may even outdo us in finding fault 
with the food. This would subsequently tantamount to 
contempt of the food and contempt of their mother, which is 


a grave sin. And you will be held liable for this 
transgression. 


7, If you or your wife, due to mental strain or physical 
weakness or any other Shar'l excuse, are unable to take 
good care of children coming in rapid succession, after 
consulting proficient ‘Ulama or reliable Muftis try to 
maintain a reasonable gap between two children. To 
begin with, this enables the mother to breastfeed the 
child properly within Shar'i restrictions without her falling 
pregnant in the interim. This subsequently enables the 
child to grow up into a healthy and strong man. Now 
when the mother completes the full term of 
breastfeeding and the weakness she suffered in the 


Ce 
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process of pregnancy, childbirth and breastfeeding 
disappears, she is all set to conceive once again. This 
empowers her to fulfil the rights of both the children and 
also to rear them both correctly. This approach is 


beneficial to you, to your wife as well as your children. 


oo 


understanding. Amin, 


wo 


In the child's eyes, you are a personality worth 
emulating. Be rest assured that a child unconsciously 
emulates his father in everything even if it is something 
utterly immoral. A person narrates one of his childhood 
incidents. Once he asked the maid to fetch him a glass 
of water, Instead of handing it over to him, she placed 
the glass on the ledge and moved off. He took hold of 
the glass and flung it on the wall and he mechanically 
started hurling abusive words at the maid. Upon this, his 
father started bellowing a salvo of abuse. “You 
scoundrel,” he screeched. “Don't you have any modesty 
left in you? How dare you lob abuse at the maid? You 
conduct yourself like this in front of your father? Go and 
drown yourself!” ete., etc. 


Think for yourself. Who is to be blamed for this behaviour? 
Unquestionably the child repeatedly heard his father using 
abusive language and he inadvertently picked it up from 
him. To add fuel to the fire, the father employs offensive 
language to wam the child about using offensive language. 
In other words, he is using poison to eradicate poison. How 
outlandish! Therefore, do not admonish or swear your 
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When your sons reach a marriageable age, avoid getting 
two of them married together. Furthermore, make sure 
that two of your daughters-in-law neither reside together 
nor do they share the same kitchen. Living separately 
from the in-laws promises a great deal of comfort and 
tranquillity and prevents a great number of problems 
and hostilities. We will, Insha Allah, discuss this issue at 
length elsewhere. May Allâh % grant us all the correct 


The Ideal =a 
servants, domestics or wife in front of your children. í es 
have to rebuke them, do it in private. Remember, you WI 

never be able to rear your children suitably by employing 
anger. When confronted with something that makes you 
angry suppress it. With such an attitude you will be 
portraying a physical model to your children on how they 
should react when confronted with something that enrages 
them. Your children will ascertain that they are children of a 
man who, even when violently enraged, maintains a smile 
on his face and mild words on his tongue. May Allah 3 grant 


us all the appropriate techniques in advising our children. 
Amin. 


The Second Serious Blunder 


In his discourse entitled ‘The rights of children’, Hadrat 
Maulana Mufti Muhammad Shafi’ Sahib 2% says: “It is the 


Sunnah (norm) of Allah 3- as explained in the Hadith — that 
when a person aims to please someone and in the process 
he displeases Allah 3, He (Allah 42) grants supremacy and 
dominance to the same person over him. For instance, if a 
person commits a sin just to please someone else and in the 
process he displeases Allah 36, then Allah 3 will grant 
dominance to this person over him.” 

Today our condition is such that just to please our children 
we refrain from imparting Din to them. We are only 
concerned about their materialistic potentials or about their 
future prospects of earning or about their reputation in 
society. Due to our reluctance to impart Din, we have drawn 
the displeasure of Allah 4%. Subsequently, the children whom 


we aspired to please eventually preside over their parents. 


Look at society today and you will witness how defiant the 
children are to their parents. They have become a real pest 
and a form of retribution to their parents. The reason for 
this is that the parents dispatched the child to an irreligious 
environment simply to eat and live better or to get a better 
job in the future. They have dumped him in an environment 
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that doesnt care at all about the parents honour and 
obedience. Tomorrow when this child pursues his base 
desires, the parents will wail that they gave him an 


‘As you Sow, SO shall you Reap’ 


are dominating the parents, they sit 
Now when the children ie 
ey he has and wail that the children are On the wrong track. Well, yo 
net happened is were the one who condemned him to this path. You are 
ee owen led him to responsible for the transformation of his thinking and for his 
qain dominance over you. The tracks that you have posted a o oo wil suffers othe 
him onto and the education you want him to pursue ie SE eaat Nouthave? strapped. my 
parents 1s. The culture of hands and feet and hurled me into the sea and yet you ask 
this education confirms thet when the parents reach old age me to ensure that I don't get wet.” 
they are not fit to be kept at home but they should rather be ; 


dispatched to an old age or nursing home. Then the son 


If only you imparted to him TE 
doesn't even stagger by to see how his parents are faring. some Quranic knowledge or a 


bit of Hadith. If only you prompt 


ed him so sit in a Dini 
(religious) environment. If onl 
i y you educated 
Father in the Nursing Home subject of the Hadith rearing in Mishkåt, ee i si 
- l vol.1 p.32 wherein Rasilullah # says: “When a person 
We have come across numerous incidents in western departs from this world, only three things are of benefit to 
countnes where when the father died and the son was 


him; the first is (religious) k i 

informed of his death by the supervisor of the home, he benefit. (For instance, he Ee Ne eee 
responds unsympathetically by saying: “Well, I'm sorry to advantage of its teachings or he imparts Dini knowledge and 
hear about this. Kindly do me a favour and make the funeral his students subsequently disseminate this knowledge. The 
mrangements and send me the bill. I will sort it out.” deceased also benefits from this.) 

We used to hear about such incidents in the Western world The second thing is perpetual charity. (For instance, he 
but just recently someone informed me of an old age home builds a Musjid, Madrasah, hospital, well or anything of this 
night here in Karachi. A similar incident occurred here as nature that is beneficial to the people. The reward for such 
well. One of the residents of the home passed away. When an action perseveres even after his death.) The third thing 
the son was informed, he promised to come aS soon as mentioned is pious children whom he leaves behind.” (They 
possible but he subsequently excused himself on the pretext will make Du'a for him after his death. He will be rewarded 
of some important meeting or the other. He requested the for the actions of his children even after his death. After all 
nursing home to make the necessary funeral arrangements. it is thanks to the upbringing of the parents that the children 
These are the children whom you made every effort to accomplish something. The children’s good deeds are also 
please at the expense of displeasing Allah %. Now they are 


recorded in favour of the parents. 
dominant over you. The Hadith dearly states that the 


person whom you try to please at the expense of displeasing If only the parents imparted this Hadith to their child ren, the 
Allah &, He wili give dominance to that person over you l father wouldn't have been reduced to passing his days in an 
old age nursing home. Since the parents failed to commit 
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ee 
the child to the right path, they are today witnessing the 


bitter fruits of their past endeavours. 
The Ambiya’s + Concern for their Children 


Leading children towards the pathways of Din is as 
imperative as ones own spiritual improvement. Just 
Speaking to them in a perfunctory manner is not enough 
until and unless it is accompanied by enthusiasm and 
commitment just as you wouldn't sit in peace if you see 
your child wandering towards the fire unless you physically 
draw him away from it. The same spirit should be applied in 
his general upbringing as well. The Holy Qur'an is replete in 
highlighting this point. 


In reference to the incidents of the Ambiya a Allah Ta‘ala 
describes in the Holy Qur'an: 

"And he (hadrat Ismet) used to instruct his family (in particular) 
about Sadh and Zakah,” (Sirah Maryam verse 55, Ma‘antul Qur'én vol.6 p.98] 


At another instance, Allah Æ instructs his beloved Rasul x: 


"and command your family (relatives and believers) to observe Salah 
and remain steadfast (yourself) as well.” Sirah Taha verse 132] 


The sequence of the aforementioned verse is strange. 
Apparently it should have read "you remain steadfast upon 
Saleh and command your family to do the same” but the 
sequence has been turned around. This sequence is 
indicative of the fact that your instruction to your family and 
children regarding Salah will not be effective until you are 
more committed and steadfast than they are. 





If you instruct your children to offer Salah and you are not 
staunch yourself, your instruction to them to perform Salah 
will be ineffective. Therefore, one of the pre-requisites of 
instructing the household members to perform Salah is to 
ensure that you are more devoted to its observance than 
they are and that you prove yourself to be an ideal example. 


a 
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The Third Serious Blunder 


it has been narrated in the Hadith that a woman Snes 
her child to come to her. When the child showe a ká 
reluctance, she enticed him by promising to give alt 
something. The child eventually came to her. Upon this, 
Rasulullah % asked the woman: “When you promised to give 
him something, did you really mean it?” The lady replied: 
"Yes, I meant to give him some dates I had with me.” 
Rasulullah # remarked: “If you had no intention of giving 
him anything, you would have been guilty of falsehood and 
sin.” In other words, you would have been sinful because 
you made a false promise to the child. It is as though, from 


a very tender age, you are suggesting to the child that it is 
acceptable to speak lies. 


In short, the aforementioned verse of the Holy Qur'an 
clearly implies that before you instruct your family members 


to do something you should be more devoted and particular 
than they are. 


Technique of Upbringing 


Hadrat Abu Hurayrah & narrates that Hadrat Hasan # once 
got hold of a date from the goods of charity and placed it 
into his mouth. When Rasulullah % saw this, he exclaimed: 
“Kakh! Kakh! (An expression of disgust normally used to 
admonish a child or to demand that he spits out whatever 
he has in his mouth.) In short, he demanded that he spit 
the date out. Rasilullah # then said: “Don’t you know? We 


Banu Hashim do not consume goods of charity.” [amiru! Usa! 
vol.4 p.657 Hadith no.2748) 


Hadrat Hasan æ was the beloved grandson of Rasilullah %. 
His love for him may be determined from the following 
incident: Once Rasulullah % was busy delivering a sermon in 
Masjidun Nabawi when Hadrat Hasan & (who was no more 
than a small boy at that time) came stumbling into the 
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Musjid. Rastiullgh # got down from the pulpit, picked him 


up and placed him on his lap, /Mishkét vol.2 p.571) 


Sometimes, whilst offering Salah, Hadrat Hasan & would 
cimb onto his shoulders, As he is about to go into Sajdah, 
Rasilulldh g would sometimes put him down with one hand 
or sometimes he would hold him onto his lap. He would 
often say: “These children are (a source) of miserliness and 
chicken heartedness.” (Ibn Majah p.269) 


On the one hand Rasulullah g was extremely fond of Hadrat 
Hasan & but when he instinctively placed the date into his 
mouth, Rastlullah # couldn't bear him eating it. However, 
Since the idea was to nurture him accordingly, he at once 


demanded he spit it out saying that such food does not befit 
them. 


The Bounds of Affection 


















The abovementioned Hadith also indicates that rearing of 
children commences with little and seemingly trivial things. 
This moulds their minds, which subsequently moulds their 
es. This is the Sunnah of Rastlullah % but today we are 
subjected to a very weird state of affairs. The custom of 
parents admonishing their children has totally vanished from 
our lives. Parents of those days also loved their children but 
they loved them within reason. 


Today's ‘love’ for the children is such that no matter what 
the children do or what they are guilty of, parents fail to 
reprimand their children, The parents just brush their 
misdemeanours off under the delusion that they are after all 
only innocent children. They are free to do as they please. 
There is no need to place any restrictions upon them. Alas! 
If the children are innocent and immature, the parents are 
not immature. We as parents have an obligation to fulfil. If a 
child does something unethical or immoral or he does 
something contrary to Sharah, the parents are required to 
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point it out to him. If the child grows up to 
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e immoral, the 


he 
parents will be held liable because, at the ney TRA 
failed to mould his life accordingly. 1" short, Hadith 
indicates that even seemingly trivial actions of the children 
should be closely monitored. 


The Etiquette of Eating 


Hadrat ‘Umar bin Abu Salmah @ was the stepson of 
Rasillullah #%, He was actually the son of Umme Salmah 
ragiallahy ‘anha from her first husband Abi Salmah. When 
Umme Salmah radiallahu ‘anha married Rasilullah x. he 
also accompanied her to Rasulullah #'s home. This was how 
he became the stepson of Rasilullah . Rasdlull4h # was 
very fond of this child. He doted over this boy. | 


He (‘Umar ) narrates: “When I was still a young boy in the 
care of Rasulullah %, I was eating with him and my hand 
continued revolving around the plate. (In other words, I was 
eating from all sides of the plate). Upon this RastlullSh 4 
said: “Boy, say Bismillah, eat with the right hand and eat 
from the side that is closest to you. It is inappropriate to eat 


from all sides of the plate.” [&miul Usti vol.7 p.388 Hadith 
no.5445] 


This clearly demonstrates that RasUlullah 3% would admonish 


young children for seemingly trivial issues and he used to 
teach them the correct etiquette. 


Another Sahabi, Hadrat ‘Ikrash bin Zuwaib & narrates: “I 
was once in the presence of Rasulullah # when the food 
came. J] started eating a morsel from here and a morsel 
from there. I started eating from all over the plate. 
Rasillullah # took hold of my hand and said: “‘Ikrash! Eat 
from one side as the food is the same all round. Eating from 
all round is a sign of bad manners and insolence. Eat from 
one spot only.” Hadrat ‘Ikrash # says: “I then started eating 
from one spot only. After eating, a huge tray of dates was 
presented to us. Since Rasilullah % instructed me to eat 
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from one side only, I started eating the dates from one side 
of the tray. Rasulullgh a on the other hand was picking and 
choosing from all around the tray. When he saw me picking 
from one side only, he remarked: “Ikrash! Eat from 
whichever side you wish as the dates are all of a different 
vanety,” (Mrshkit p.367) 


In this Hadith Rastlulldh % teaches us that if the platter 
consists of a single item, one should eat from one side only 
and if it consists of a variety of items one may eat from 
whichever side one chooses. 


Rasilullah g was very vigilant of his own children as well as 
the Sahabah as far as such seemingly inconsequential things 
are concemed. This etiquette should be implemented by 
yourself and imparted to your family members as well. 
These are Islamic etiquette through which the Islamic 
society ıs distinguished, 






Education before the Age of Seven 


Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar % narrates that Rasulullah = 
said: “Instruct your children to offer Salah when they are 
seven years of age. In other words, emphasise on them to 
perform Salah. Although Salah is not obligatory upon them, 
in order to develop the habit, stress upon them to observe 
Salah from this age. If they discard Saléh, beat them when 
they are ten years of age. Also, by this age, separate their 


beds. Don't allow two children to sleep on the same bed.” 
[Ëm Us vol.5 p.87 Hadith no, 3243] 


This Hadith teaches us to ensure that they perform their 
Salah when they are seven years of age. This clearly 
indicates that it is inappropriate to impose on them before 
the age of seven. Hakimul-Ummah Hadrat Thanwi 
fabmatullahi alain says: “This Hadith demonstrates that the 
child should not be charged with any responsibility before 
the age of seven. Some people compel their children to fast 
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during the month of Ramadan long before they reach this 


n 


age. 


Hagrat Thanwi rahmatullâhi 'alaih was totally against this. 
He would often say: “You are nonchalant about the child 
performing Salah before the age of seven but you are 
anxious to make him fast long before this. This is 
unacceptable.” Similarly, any attempt to compel them to 
perform Salah before this age is also unacceptable. This is 
why it is mentioned that children under the age of seven 
should not be brought to the Musjid. However, in order to 
get him accustomed to the Musjid, it is all right to bring 
them to the Musjid now and then provided there is no fear 
of them soiling the Musjid but to insist that they formally 
come to the Musjid before this age is incorrect. 


In fact our seniors are of the opinion that to compel them to 
study also before this age is improper. Before this age, 
teach the child whilst playing around with him but to burden 
him with a formal education or to make him a proper 
Student is not appropriate. Nowadays our society is faced 
with a very weird problem; the moment the child is three 
the parents start getting apprehensive about his formal 
education. This is incorrect. When he is three, educate him 
at home. Teach him the Kalimah of Allah 3 and His Rasdl # 
and some basic Dini issues. Teach him whatever you can at 
home but to despatch him to nursery school or to play 
school as a formal student is objectionable. 


Bounds of Punishment 


Bear in mind that it is permissible for the teacher or the 
parent to beat the child lightly to an extent that the beating 
leaves no impression on the child’s body. The pitiless 
walloping administered nowadays is definitely not 
acceptable. Sometimes the child is made to bleed or subject 
to physical injury and abuse. This is a sin. 
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Hadrat Thanwi rabmatullahi ‘alaih says: “I wonder what 
form the forgiveness of such a sin will take. Who will he (the 
teacher or elder) ask for forgiveness? Obviously he can’t ask 
the child to forgive him because the child is unable to 
forgive. Even if an immature child pardons the person, 
legally it is ineffectual, This is why I can’t fathom how this 
sin can be forgiven in this world. The magnitude of this sin 
can be clearly gauged from this.” This is why the teacher or 
the parent should ensure that they avoid beating the child in 
a manner that is injurious or in a manner that leaves marks 
on the child's body. Yes, where it becomes necessary to 
punish the child as a last resort, the child may be beaten 
lightly. 


This is why Hagrat Thanwi rahmatullahi ‘alaih mentioned a 
very strange prescription, 3 prescription only he could have 
devised. It is worth remembering. He says: “When you 
perceive the need to punish or reprimand the child, do not 
do so whilst you are angry. When your anger simmers down 
later on, punish the child whilst feigning anger. If you 
punish the child whilst you are genuinely angry, you are 
bound to overstep the limits and since you have to discipline 
the child, punish him whilst pretending to be angry. With 


such a technique, you will attain the objective whilst 
remaining within the bounds as well.” 


Hadrat Thanwi rahmatulléhi ‘alaih goes on further: “I have 
taken advantage of this technique throughout my life. I 
have never hit or rebuked anyone whilst angry. I normally 
summon the person after my anger cools down and punish 
or reprimand him whilst feigning anger. This ensures that I 
stay within the limits. A person seething with fury very 
rarely remains within the boundaries.” 





Method of Discipline 


Hadrat Thanwi rahmatullahi alaih used to mention a basic 
prinople of discipline. It is not a general rule as such. The 
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is elementary principle 
temperaments of people differ ct cases. When a 
of discipline may be implemente Rt Siete y A 
person is doing something unseemly, t is inapprop 
punish him whilst he is engaged in that action. An 
instantaneous reaction from you may even prove disastrous. 


Admonish or punish the child only afterwards. Furthermore, 
admonishing the child repeatedly for every single 
transgression is also not appropriate. You may explain to 
him in one sitting that he committed a certain offence on so 
and so date and so forth and you may punish him once but 
do not pester him constantly. The core of anger is found in 
every single temperament but it is an emotion that is 
extremely difficult to control once ignited. A person 
overcome with rage is unable to control himself. So this 
technique of discipline as applied by Hadrat Thanwi 
rahmatullahi ‘alaih is quite extraordinary and it is also a 


perfect remedy to rein in one’s anger. (Extracted from Islahi 
Khutubat vol.4 p. 18) fa, 


Terms of Address 


Address your children by their full names or with phrases of 
love and affection. Summon them with such words of 
adoration that they look forward to being summoned and 
the moment they hear these expressions they become 
enthusiastic to carry out your instructions to the letter. For 


instance, summon them with words like son, daddy's life, 
darling, dearest etc. 


The love and affection such phrases embrace and the delight 
one enjoys from them may never be realised even by 
addressing them by their own names. This will only be 
appreciated when there is nobody left in this world to 
address them with such terms of affection. Then they will 
really be nostalgic of the past. Secondly, addressing them in 
this manner lends more effect to the advice that is to follow. 
The moment the child hears these words of love, his heart 
becomes more receptive to carry out the instruction as 
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conscientiously as possible. Take a peek at the Qur'an and 
you will notice that the Ambiya $ and Auliya uw: advised 


their sons with the phrase ‘Ya Bunayya' or ‘Ya Baniyya' 
which literally means “O my beloved son or sons!” 


Hadrat Ibrahim +3 and Hadrat Ya'qûb a8 advised their sons 
in the following manner: "O My Sons! Allah has selected the 


Din for you. So do not die except as Muslims.” (Surah Baqarah 
verse 132] 


Hadrat NUh @ addressed his son thus: “O my beloved son! 


Get on board with us and do not join the disbelievers.” (Surah 
Hud verse 42) 


Hadrat Yaqub sa cautioned iis sons as follows: “O my 
beloved sons! Do not enter from one door but from various 
doors.” (Surah Yusuf verse 67) 


Hadrat Luqman +a advised his son thus: “O my beloved son! 
Do not assign partners unto Allah as polytheism is a great 
injustice,” (Sirah Luqman verse 13) 












At another juncture, he advised: “O my beloved son! 
Establish Salah and enjoin good and forbid evil and exercise 
patience upon whatever afflicts you. This is of (the feats) of 
Great resolve.” [Surah Lugman verse 17) 


Ponder over the aforementioned terms of address. The 
Ambiya #4 didn’t just apply the word 'Ibni' but its diminutive 
‘Bunayya' as a term of affection and love. These phrases of 
warmth are most impressive in entrenching the father’s 
advice within the hearts of the children. In this regard, we 
transcribe a few points from the lecture of Mufti Taqi 
‘Uthmani madda zilluhů entitled ‘The rearing of children’. 


SS 
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the Expression ‘Son’ ~ AN Affectionate Mode of 
Address 


Mufti Taqi Sahib says in his sermon entitled ‘The rearing of 
children’: “Shaikhul-Islam Maulana Shabbir Ahmad ‘Uthmani 
a, was an illustrious scholar and jurist. Let alone Pakistan, 
he had no match in the entire world as far as ‘im and virtue 
is concerned. The whole world acknowledged his superiority 
in Islamic knowledge. He would be addressed with Shaikhul- 
Islam or ‘Allamah and a host of other grand titles. He would 
occasionally come to visit us at home when my paternal 
grandmother was still alive. My grandmother was wis 
maternal aunt (his mother’s brother's wife). In other words, 
he was her nephew. This is why she wouid address him as 
‘son’ She used to make Du'a for him with words like: “Son! 
May you live long” etc. We found it somewhat strange that a 
man whom the world calls “Shaikhul-Islam” is being 
addressed with words like ‘Son!’ etc. However, ‘Allamah 
Shabbir Ahmad è, used to say: “I come to Mufti Sahib’s 
(Mufti Shafi's) house for two reasons; one is to visit Mufti 
Sahib and the second is that nobody in the entire world 
addresses me as ‘son’ besides this lady. I come here just to 
hear her addressing me in this manner. I don’t experience 
the same joy and warmth in other forms of titles and 


address as I experience in being addressed with just this 
one word, ‘son’. 


Only those who are acquainted with the zeal of the person 
expressing these words would appreciate this. Only they 
know what a profound blessing it is to be addressed with the 
word ‘son’. A time will come when a person will fervently 
yearn to hear such expressions of affection. 


Hadrat Doctor ‘Abdul-Hay rahmatullahi ‘alaih says: “On the 
strength of the close relationship of Iman a believer enjoys 
with Allah 3, the Holy Qur'an repetitively addresses the 
believers thus: “O You who believe!” This can be compared 
to a father addressing his child with the word ‘Son!’ The 
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purpose behind this is to relay to the child that this 
expression is followed by love, affection and advice. Time 
and again Allah & addresses the believers in this fashion. 

For instance, at one juncture, Allah & cautions: “O You who 


believe! Protect yourselves and your family from a fire.” 
What is the characteristic of this fire? Allah 4 further 
elaborates: “A fire (whose fuel is not wood and coal but) a 
fire whose fuel is people and stones. Appointed over the fire 
are harsh and inconsiderate angels. They do no defy Allah in 
whatever He instructs them to do and they perform exactly 
as they are commanded.” (Sirah Tahrim verse 6] 


Selfishness is Insufficient for Deliverance 










In this verse, Allah % reminds us that redemption in the 


hereafter is not confined to protecting one’s own interests 
only. Don't just be concerned about your own actions and 
that's it. Don't be nonchalant about your family. You should 
protect them from the fire as well. Nowadays we observe 
what the condition around us is like; a person is selfishly 
pious, He is devoted to his Salah, he is in the first Saff in the 
Musjid. He fasts, pays his Zakat dues and spends freely in 
the path of Allah % and implements all the divine 


commandments of Allah æ but look at his children! Look at 
his wife and family! Between them there is a difference of 
chalk and cheese. One is going to the West and the other to 
the East. They are completely indifferent to their Salah. 
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| hildren are beyond his 
fairs and the actions of the ï 
on No, you are responsible to protect them from the 


, ' li i 
fre. If you failed in this obligation you will be held table in 
the hereafter. 


And if the Children Fail to Comply? 


In the aforementioned verse, Allah 3 instructs us to protect 
ourselves as well as our families from the fire of Hell. 
Actually, the verse alludes to the answer of an objection that 
many of us may encounter. When the parents are advised to 
make their children Huffaz of the Qur'an or ‘Ulama of Din or 
when they are instructed to entice their children towards Din 
and to ensure that they abstain from sin, the parents 
generally respond that they left no stone unturned in 
bringing them closer to Din but what can we do? The 
environment has spiritually decayed beyond restoration. We 
have advised our wives and children time after time but to 
no avail. Bewitched by the rancidness of the times, they 
have taken to another road of immorality. They are not 
prepared to deviate from this road of immorality. They are 


responsible for their own actions whilst we are responsible 
for ours. What can we do? 


How do you Protect them from Fire? 


The Holy Qur'an uses the word ‘fire’ and provides the 





answer to the aforementioned objection. In principle, the 
parents will, Insha Allah, be absolved of their obligations if 
they made an all out effort to protect their children from 
irreligiousness. In this case, the parents are not to blame 
and the children will be held liable for their actions. 


There is no perception whatsoever about fulfilling their 
Shari obligations. They don't even care to regard a sin as a 
sin. The wife and children are trapped in a vortex of sin but 
the father is pleased with himself standing in the first row 





performing Salah with Jama'at. | However, it needs to be seen exactly to what extent the 
| parents attempted to protect their children. The Holy Quran 
Bear in mind that if a person is unconcerned about | uses the phrase ‘fire’ as an indication that the parents 


protecting his children from the fire, his own deliverance 
from the fire cannot be guaranteed. He won't be able to get 
away on the grounds that each person presides over his own 


should protect their children from sinning just as they would 
protect them from fire. 
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i an. 
Just assume there i$ a gigantic fire burning. You are similarly, the child regards his father aS a very rich ae 
convinced that a person who goes into it is not going to this is why he makes demands on the father. He doe 


come out alive, If your child advances towards it under the understand the financial position of the father. 
delusion that il ıs something beautiful, what would you do? 


Would you merely make do with advising him from far off? 


_ A For Allah's sake, do not dash the high hopes of these 
Would you just casually caution him: "Son, don't go near the innocent blooming children with your foul temper and 
fire. is very dangerous. If you get burnt you may well lose insensitive temperament. Don’t start yelling and shrieking 
your life.” Will any parent be content with such lip service? your head off the moment you enter the house. Perhaps the 
in spite of cautioning the child, if the child leaps into the child had eagerly pinned his hopes on his father coming 
fire, will the parents be absolved of all blame on the grounds home and bringing him some goodies or perhaps his father 
that they cautioned the child and he refused to listen? He may just take him out somewhere. All his high hopes are 
went into the fire of his own accord, so what can they do? thwarted with your shouting and hollering and he scampers 
No parent will assume such an attitude. If they are indeed away to one corner and sits down utterly terrified of his 
parents of the child and they observe their child wandering father. 


towards the fire, they will be unable to rest in peace. Their 
life would become a nightmare and they won’t sit in peace. 
As long as they don't clutch the child in their arms they 
wont sit at ease, 


Similarly, if the child is guilty of an offence and you threaten 
him with words like: “If you do this again I will....“ In such a 
situation the child, instead of looking up to you as an 


affectionate mentor, will take you as a cruel autocrat. If this 
Allah & says that you don’t stop at mere lip service in attitude persists, the future does not bode very well. The 


deterring your children from the insignificant fire of this future of this child is threatened with gloom. There are so 
world then why do you suppose mere lip service is sufficient many incidents we have witnessed ourselves where the 
in protecting your children from the fire of Jahannam that is children rebelled against the cruel father. Some children 
so much more intense than the fire of this world? Therefore, harbour such resentment for the father that if they had their 
it iS not so simple to claim that you have fulfilled your way they would have taken him to court. 

responsibilities by verbally advising and cautioning them. 


Nawaz was a very adorable young lad. He also yearned for 
For Allah's Sake don't be a Brutal and Authoritarian his father's love and affection. He also wanted his father to 





Father cherish him, take him out and bring some goodies for him 
as other fathers do. But, unfortunately, his father turned out 
The father can be likened to a protective shelter for his to be ruthless and ill tempered. After work, when he came 
children. If the children have complete confidence in home, Nawaz would dash to the door and scream: “Daddy! 
anyone, itis the father. If they regard anyone as strong and Daddy!” His father would scold him: “Get out of here! I am 
solid it is the father. This is why when the son of the tired after a hard day's work and to top it up you are 
weakest or poorest of men fights with another child and he clinging onto me!” Poor Nawaz would sneak away. 
feels unsure of himself, or when he is intimidated by others, Sometimes, when he got close to his father, he would 
he counteracts this threat by saying: “I'll tell my father holler: “Get lost! Keep your hands off me. You will soil my 
about this!” 


clothes.” What pitiless treatment to an innocent child. For 
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tnvial things the father would shriek his head off and throw 
the whole household into turmoil, Not only that, he would 
then pull Nawaz's ear so violently that it would become livid. 
Time passed on and Nawaz grew up but his hatred for his 
father also developed proportionately. Today Nawaz is 
twenty-six years old but he has not an ounce of love for his 
father. He says that had it not been for the fear of Allah 3 


and fear of public humiliation, I would have done some 
rather outrageously crazy things. 


So treat your children with love and affection. If you enter 
the house and the children or the wife upset you, relax. 
Exercise patience. Once your anger cools down, advise them 
accordingly. A bit of patience will go a much longer way in 
making our children more appreciative children. 
























When you return home from the office or shop, try and 
bnng something for the children, Then with love and 
affection, either feed it to them or distribute it amongst 
them. Display your love and fondness for them so that they 
eagerly await your arrival and make Du'as for you. Your 
conduct should not make them wish that you were dead. If 
the children’s hands or clothes are dirty and their mother is 
busy, why don’t you clean them up? In this regard, Imam 
Tirmidhi rahmatullahi ‘alaih relates that Hadrat ‘Aishah 
rapiallahy anha narrates: “Rasulullah was once about to 
dean Hadrat Usamah’s + nose when I requested him to 
allow me to do it. Rasulullah # said: “O Aishah! Love this 
child as | love him,” [Tirmidhi vol.2 p.222) 


When the child is dirty, instead of waiting for the mother, 
the father should clean the child up and change his clothes 
etc. If you form an intention of reviving the Sunnah of 
Rasilullah # it would "add lustre to gold”. This would yield a 
dual benefit: the child will be tidy and clean and the wife will 
also be delighted. She would be pleased with her husband's 
outstanding character since he regards the child as his own 
children and he also shares all responsibilities of the 
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household. This is also pleasing to Allah 4 as this is an act 


of sheer humility. When RasUlullah #, the leader of both the 
worlds, could clean the mucus of a child then who am I to 
shirk away from such chores? 


fa Muslim father practically implements this Sunnah within 
his household, it would solve a host of domestic issues. 
Quite often, the source of problems between the spouses is 
the lack of the husband’s support. He is quick to reproach 
her with words like: “You don't take enough care of the kids! 
You keep yourself filthy and the kids filthy as well! You don’t 
teach the children anything. You are ignorant and you 
propose to make them ignorant as well!” etc., etc. 


Why doesn’t the husband realise that just as these tasks are 
the mother’s responsibility, they are the husband's — in 
other words the children’s father’s - responsibility as well. 
Our society has divided these responsibilities whereas 


morally and religiously they are the husband's responsibility 
as well, 


Hadrat Usamah * narrates: “One night I went to RasUlullah 
g for some work or the other. When Rasulullah # emerged 
from the house, he held something wrapped in his arms. I 
didn't know what it was. After concluding my work, I asked 
him what he had wrapped up in his arms. As he opened it, I 
saw Hasan & and Husain # bundled up in a cloth on both 
sides of his hips.” (In other words, both of them were 
bundled up on Rasulullah #'s lap.) Rasulullah # then said: 
"These are my children and the children of my daughter. O 
Allah! I love these two children and you also love them. O 


Allah! Love the person who loves them also.” 
[Tirmidhi vol.2 p.217) 


Similarly, Hadrat AbU Buraidah # narrates that Rasūlullāh # 
was once delivering a sermon when Hadrat Hasan & and 
Hadrat Husain œ both wearing (striped) red kurtas, came 
stumbling along. When Rastilullah # saw them, he instantly 
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descended from the pulpit, lifted them up and seated them 
in front of him, (Termah vol.2? p.218) 


Just look at the Master's % affectionate manner in dealing 
with children. All of us are members of the Ummah of this 
unreservedly affectionate man. Hence, it is imperative upon 
all of us to bear in mind Rasulullah's % caring attitude and 
act accordingly. Children should not be terrified of you. They 
should not scurry for cover the moment you enter the 
house. They should not be alarmed by your presence as 
though you are a snake or lion. 


Imposing on Children 


When your children reach puberty, make certain that you 
don't impose on them. Yes, as much as possible before 
puberty, you may cast them within an Islamic mould and 
make them bend to your desires. Dye them with an Islamic 
hue and mould them according to your preference either 
with compassion or if the need arises with a bit of rigidity 
but after puberty if you want them to do something, ask 
them with kindness in an encouraging tone instead of an 
imposing one. There are a number of benefits in employing 
this approach. For instance, your children won't find it so 
offensive and since you requested them with compassion, 
the chances of them carrying it out are far greater. If, Allah 
forbid, they fail to carry it out, they will not be guilty of 


disobeying the father, which in itself has catastrophic 
implications. 









This is why the ‘Ulama say that when you wish to instruct 
your mature or married children to do something, avoid 
imposing on them with words like: “Do this” or “don’t do 
that” because if they fail to comply, they will be sinful. 
Instead of commanding them to do something, it is more 
appropnate to say: “Son, if you do so and so thing it would 
be better’ or “such and such thing is normally done like this” 
or “if you do such and such thing it would be better.” In 
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aa case, if the child fails to comply, he will not be sinful. 
lsat Fatawa vol.4 p.340) 


milady, after adulthood, if he is inclined to take up a 
tain profession or he aspires to take up a specific line of 
york, as long as his aspirations are within the framework of 
shariah don't enforce your preferences upon him. Assist 
jim and advise him instead. Of course, if he wishes to do 
gmething that is prohibited, don’t endorse it. Explain to him 
yourself and through his friends, the worldly and afterlife 
fetiments of such an action. Make an all out effort to 
pevent him from taking up such vocations even if they are 
more lucrative. For instance, if he wishes to work in a 
conventional bank or insurance industry or he wishes to 
open a video store etc. In such a case, don’t ever support 
him, neither financially nor morally. All the same, encourage 
him to take up Something that is acceptable in Shariah. 


Similarly, if you find your son’s actions unpalatable, don’t 
admonish him right away but deliberate over it with a cool 
mind. Consult with the seniors and solicit their advice and 
then take the necessary steps. Don’t be stern with him or 
rebuke him the moment he does something wrong. Although 
this would temporarily cool things down, it is not a lasting 
solution. If, Allah forbid, the son also stoops down to brazen 
defiance of the father, the outcome would be catastrophic. 


Also bear in minds that whilst consulting someone avoid a 
grumbling tone of complaint. Especially after marriage, if 
you are unhappy about your son or daughter-in-law’s 
ations or you observe that your son is giving more 
preference to his wife over his mother or he is unfairly 
siding with his wife, don't ever humiliate him or impose on 
him in front of his wife. Exercise a bit of tolerance at that 
moment. Your wee bit of patience will make him indebted to 
you, After deliberating over the issue, explain to him in 
private. This will ensure your honour remains intact and you 
will have no complain about your son defying you nor will 
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you Suffer any misgivings about him being captivated by the 
charms of his wife. 


Every single action of Rasulullah % and the Sahabah is an 
example for us to conform to. It is reported in the books of 
Hadith that Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar æ married a woman 
detested by his father, Hadrat ‘Umar #. Hadrat ‘Umar + 
instructed him to divorce her but since there was nothing 
evidently deplorable about her, Hadrat ‘Abdullah « was 
thrown into a quandary of indecisiveness. Hadrat ‘Umar & 
didn't lean on him to divorce her but he notified Rasulullah % 
about what had transpired between them. Rasulullah % 
summoned Hadrat ‘Abdullah ¢ and upon questioning him, 
Hadrat ‘Abdullah + submitted: “O Rasulullah %! I love the 
woman. Notwithstanding his profound love for her, 
Rasullullah æ insisted he obeys his father. Hadrat ‘Abdullah + 
promptly divorced her. [Tirmidhi p.226) 


From this we ascertain that if the son is indisposed to 
adhere to the father’s wishes, the father may get through to 
him via a senior ‘Alim or his friend or perhaps his uncle or 
anyone else but the son should definitely not be compelled. 


Corporal Punishment Conceivably Leads to Criminality 


"youth kills himself over father’s reproach” 
"Student swallows rat poison after father’s punishment over 
absenteeism” 
"Boy commits suicide after father’s admonishment”. 





Many such headlines grace our daily newspapers day after 
day. Such incidents actually reflect the outmoded traditions 
of our society in which some parents and teachers consider 
the maltreatment of children as their prerogative. However, 
they are utterly ignorant of the fact that such austere 
measures of discipline are psychologically and physically 
detrimental to the capabilities of the child. Sometimes the 

parents, frustrated by their poverty stricken circumstances, 
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— 
nd to vent their anger over their young children. This 
yestroys the intellectual potential of the child. 


achild, whether he hails from a rich home or a poor home, 
his thinking and aspirations are the same but parents who 
ye unable to fulfil the demands of their children, instead of 
aplaining to them and pacifying them, resort to beating 
heir children to gain control over them. This subsequently 
kads to the development of an inferiority complex. Such 
children either run away from home or seek refuge in 
mmoral circles. In due course, such children turn to crime. 


We have carried out a survey involving parents, teachers, 
psychologists and other experts on the problem surrounding 
the inappropriate austerity of the parents. On the basis of 
ths Survey we have come to certain conclusions that we 
wish to highlight at this point. Perhaps highlighting the 
negative tendencies that stem from severity would 
discourage the perpetrator from going any further as such 
severity does more harm than any good. 


Speaking about the severity of his teacher, a student by the 
name of Khurram says: “Whenever I fail to complete my 
homework, my teacher, without even attempting to 
ascertain the reason, gives me a resounding smack first. 
She thinks that we will remember the clout and ensure we 
complete our homework on time.” Khurram also says: “My 
mother is a very affectionate and loving person. However, 
when my father returns all bushed up from the office, he 
starts hurling abuse at me over the most trivial of offences. 
lf we protest, he beats us up. This is why my mother puts 
us off to sleep before my father returns home. When 
Khurram’s father, ‘All Rahman Siddiqi, was asked about 
beating his children, he retorted: “These are my children. 
Whatever 1 do with them is none of your business.” 


Shedding light on the negative impact of beating children, 
behavioural experts say that reward and punishment both 
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are mecessary but as far as punishment is concerned, 
corporal punishment should be limited and should be meted 
out in extreme circumstances only. Corporal punishment 
ruins the child's personality. There are a number of other 
forms of punishment the parents can resort to. For instance, 
the parent may express anger or put up an act of giving the 
child the cold shoulder or make the child perform Salatut 
Taubah or make him write out a few pagess or get him to 
search for a list of difficult words in the dictionary or any 
such measure that would straighten out the child. 


On the contrary, measures of austerity tend to develop a 
complex of inferiority which brings to the fore a multitude of 
negative tendencies. The child begins to lie, he will withhold 
or conceal certain things from you, he may harass his other 
siblings as en expression of his anger, he may lose interest 
in his studies etc. Sometimes this may even lead to 
horrifying consequences; the child, out of fear of his parents 
or teachers, may abscond from home in panic or he might 
even contemplate suicide. 


Hence, in order to thwart such a scenario, the child should 
be brought up in a loving and caring atmosphere. A loving 
approach ıs more conducive in rectifying his faults, which 
would in turn assist in developing a resilient personality. 
Most parents grumble about their children’s negligence and 
misconduct. The main reason for this is that the child tends 
to act extraordinarily obstinate due to the parent's harsh 
punishment. So the first and foremost solution to the 
problem is that the parents should approach their children 
with love and affection. If the need for reproach does arise, 
they should talk to the child in privacy. One of the members 
of a certain trust reports: “Most of the children appearing in 
our home are sent to us by the police after they are arrested 
for some crime or the other. On analysing their domestic 
environment, we can safely conclude that due to their 
parents’ failure to treat them satisfactorily, the children seek 
refuge beyond the home environment. They then fall pray to 
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ng crowd and subsequently turn to crime. The 
æ form the first school of the children. Instead of 
“yng them, the parents should resort to alternative 
“neti measures.” 


„the children’s home, run under the auspices of the trust, 
«pe are a great number of children who have fled home 
ye to their parents’ or teachers’ unwarranted sternness. 
one of the administrators of this trust by the name of Fahim 
as: Quite a number of the children present in this home 
ye those who, frustrated by the harshness of their step 
Wher or step mother, flee from home. The number of 
hidren who come from households that are distant from 
pin s far greater.” He further adds: “With the assistance of 
lah %, these children are sheltered once they come into 


pur care but children who fall into the wrong hands, their 
luture cannot be guaranteed.” 


This is why the parents should maintain a warm and loving 

lationship with their children and they should strive to 

create an atmosphere in which the child feels remarkably 

sale, Whilst discussing the cons of needless severity upon 

chidren, a social worker says: “Children are bound to be 

mischievous but it is awfully incorrect of the parents to beat 

the child for his mischievousness. Our beating him up 

actually humiliates him and his sense of self-esteem is 

inured.” He further adds: “Children who are repeatedly 

wbjected to corporal punishment tend to become 

exceptionally audacious with time. There are a number of 
ather methods of disciplining them.” The social worker says: 

‘It my child is guilty of misconduct I caution him ‘If you 
don't listen to me I won't buy ice cream for you today’ or `I 
won't take you to Clifton Beach today’ etc. My parents never 
nsed their hands on me but they certainly reproached me a 
number of times. Taking my own experience into account, 
here my parents have subjected me to unjustifiable 
reproach, I try not to put my children through the same 
dilemma that I faced with my parents.” 


D a O 


vage 11S 


= 3 


The Ideal Father 





In short, if the child is subjected to harsh treatment at 
home, he is bound to maintain the same attitude when he 
goes out of the home because “a person gives what he 
gets”. In such a situation, the parent’s reputation is at 
stake. Therefore, even if you have to rebuke the child, do it 
in private. Even in Islam, it is prohibited to be unnecessarily 
hard on children. In this regard the ‘Ulama have stated: 
“Smacking or swearing the child either by the parent or the 
teacher is not consistent with the pristine teachings of 
Islam." {Extracted and summarized from the daily Jung’, Karachi] 


Bear in mind that the awe of the father over the children is 
essential but this awe should be within limits. Don’t make 
him so awe-struck that he dreads coming in front of you or 
he is terrified of even discussing something with you or he is 
nervous to even seek your permission for something. Such 
wretched children who are terrified of their father grow up 
to be spineless adults. Their immune system becomes 
incredibly fragile. They are more prone to diseases like 
tension, blood pressure and depression in their youth. 


Therefore, as the child grows older and he gets closer to 
maturity, try to reduce your awe over him. Now when he 
reaches puberty, employ a more friendly approach with him. 
If you have been deficient in his upbringing, use persuasive 
instead of dictatorial measures. 


Hadrat ‘Umar æ says: “A chicken-hearted person flees even 
from his own parents.” /Muatta of Imam Muhammad, Kitabul-Jihad 
p.57) 





In other words, he is so terrified of his parents that he can't 
even approach them. So how will he confront others? So the 
parents, particularly the father, should ensure that he is not 
so domineering that the children grow up as cowards. Strive 
to make them as courageous as possible. Listen to what 
they have to say and give them a chance to defend 
themselves. Don't overwhelm your children with your awe. 
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rerms of Corporal Punishment 
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t is incorrect to beat a child before the age of ten. In 
spite of Salah being the pillar of Islam, Rasulullah % has 
not permitted beating the child before the age of ten if 
the child is negligent with his Salah. Yes, you may keep 
a cane hanging in the house without actually using it. 
Keep it at home just to instil a hit of awe in the children. 


_ Ifyou have to carry out corporal punishment, don’t mete 


out more than ten strokes. Imam Bukhari rahmatullahi 
alaih reports on the authority of Hadrat Abu Hurairah + 
that Rasulullah # said: “Only in Hudûd (penal code of 


Islam) should there be more then ten lashes.” [Fəthul Badri 
vol.15 p.191) 


The cane should be moist and neither very thick nor very 
thin. 

Allow for a gap in between two spells of punishment. 
Avoid beating the child daily and do not beat the child on 
the same spot repeatedly. 


. Do not beat the child on the face, head and private 


parts. 


. Don't ever hit when angry as punishment is meted out 


for purposes of discipline (and not to vent one’s anger). 
The childminder should always be in his senses. In a 
state of anger, a person is beyond control. 


. When the child begs you to stop in the name of Allah, 


raise your hands and withdraw right away. Hadrat Abu 

Sa'id + reports that Rasulullah % said: “When one of you 

is beating his slave and the slave takes the name of 
Allgh %, lift your hand away. (In other words, 

discontinue beating him and leave him alone. [Tirmidhi vol. 
29.16 H.M. Saeed] 

Give a detailed explanation to the child as to why he is 
being beaten. Perhaps he will refrain from committing 
the same offence in future. Also show him an alternative 
and explain to him that doing so will not make him liable 
for punishment. 
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Muhammad bin Qasim rahmatullahi ‘alaih who was the first 
person to raise the banner of Islam in Sindh. 


So don't be despondent over your children’s improvement. 
The disbelievers of Makkah, the archenemies of Rasulullah + 
who were perpetually preoccupied with the annihilation of 
Islam, Allah & transformed them into custodians of Din and 


the Da'is of Din. When this is the case with the disbelievers, 
surely Allah % can convert these wayward and rebellious 


children to the saints and Da‘is of these times. However, you 
have to put in a bit of effort and exercise a bit of patience. 
Your Du'as of the latter part of the night will certainly come 
to use. It appears in a Hadith that Rasulullah 3 said: “Three 
peoples Du'as are not rejected; tne father’s Du'a for his 


child, the Du'a of a traveller and the Cu'a of the oppressed. 
{Mishkat vol.1 p.195 Kitabud Da'wat] 


Allah 4 is our supporter and protector. The saints have said: 
“The most effective remedy as far as the reformation of the 
children is concerned is the humble Du'as of the parents.” 

Do not tire in counselling your children. Take into account 

the following three points when counselling them: 

1. Before counselling them on an important issue, nerform 
two Rak'ats of Nafl Salah and make Du'a: “O Allah! I 
propose to advise my son. I request you to entrench it 
into his heart. O Allah! You have absolute control over all 
hearts. Guide my son onto the right path.” Ask your wife 
to perform two Rak'ats of Nafi Salah and make Du'‘a as 
well. 

. Thereafter, enumerate the benefits of whatever you wish 
to propose to him and outline the worldly and religious 
harms of whatever you wish to prevent him from. 

3. Whilst speaking to your child, address him in an 
affectionate and tender tone especially when he has 
already come of age. Avoid making statements like: “I 
have advised you a hundred times! You want me to give 
it to you in writing? I cautioned you in Urdu. Should I get 
a professor from Newtown to advise you in Arabic or 
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english perhaps? What do you think you are doing? What 
sre you worth? You fit for nothing!” etc., etc. Avoid such 
statements that alleviate the anger of the father and 
stead of benefiting the child bring about more harm. 


May Allah Ta‘ala grant us all the tact to counsel our 
children appropriately. 


fre father's lavours and Du'as may only produce results 
fer his death. The father’s efforts wil! benefit the child 


ether in his lifetime or after his death. So there is nothing 
to despair about. 


prevent the Child Developing an Inferiority Complex 


Sme children are exceptionally quiet and constantly scared. 
hey lack the natura! restlessness that makes other children 
endlessly fidgety. They are terrified of speaking to anyone 
ad they are unable to converse appropriately even with 
children of their own age. This in fact is an indication that 
the child could be suffering from an inferiority complex. This 
complex normally develops when the child witnesses his 
seniors doing as they please; the adults rebuke him for the 
most trivial of things; they consider him a minor and dismiss 


hm as a stupid. Such behaviour fuels his inferiority complex 
even further. 


Smilady, sore households tend to compare their children’s 
physical beauty to other children. Subsequently, other 
children are favoured over their own. Sometimes, the child’s 
srength or intelligence is compared to other children and as 
aresult his weakness is laid bare to him. In other words, he 
s constantly reminded that so and so child is more 
reautiful, more intelligent and stronger than you are. This 
tultivates feelings of inferiority within the child and he thus 
regards himself as insignificant and irrelevant. 


Experience confirms that the child’s weak mind or frail 
mentality is no indication that he will always remain like 
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this. There are a number of such incidents before us where 
a child was an utter idiot but Allah 3 turned him into an 


intelligent adult who accomplished much more that his other 
‘brighter’ contemporaries. 


So for Allah's & sake, do not compare your child to other 


children. If he is physically deficient or he lacks outward 
beauty, it is no fault of his. Physical beauty is the 
endowment of Allah 4% alone. He has the sole authority to 


make some people more attractive than others. In fact, 
every human being is beautiful. Allah 4% declares: “We have 


created mankind in the most beautiful form.” Hence, nobody 
is ugly. As a poet describes: “Nobody is unsightly in the 
divine assembly piant of Allah 4.” 


Instead of making the child feel hideously unattractive, 
weak, naive and stupid why don’t you boost his spirits!? 
Narrate to him incidents of individuals who scaled great 
heights in spite of the ominous odds stacked against them. 
For instance, Maqgamat is an unrivalled book on Arabic 
literature. History bears testimony to its author that he was 
repulsively ugly but his academic feat more than 
compensated for his physical deficiency. This academic 
accomplishment disguised his physica! deficiency more than 
enough and up to this day, his name holds great honour in 
literacy circles around the world. The famous scholar, 
minister and author of Egypt, Taha Yasin was blind. The 
eminent Mufti of Saudi Arabia Shaikh ‘Abdullah bin Baz was 


also blind. The well-known inventor of the light bulb, Edison 
was deaf. 





There are a number of such incidents where physically 
incompetent or hideous looking or gullible people attained 
such degrees of academic excellence that even ordinary 
healthy people lagged behind. 


similarly, one of the contributors to this feeling of inferiority 
complex is that parents sometimes tend to go overboard 
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„hen assisting their children with their work. They don't 
jlow their children complete freedom to carry out their 
„ork unhindered. Progressively the child believes that he is 
mabe to do any work on his own. When he eventually 
paces his foot in the field of physical action, he lacks the 
qurage to stand on his own. Then he is always at the mercy 
others. Therefore, allow your children to do things on 
heir own as well. Yes, you should supervise them but as far 
as possible don't meddle in their work. Also encourage them 
0 do their own work. This will develop self-confidence, 


which will eventually keep feelings of inferiority complex at 
bay. 


Aso, one of the primary reasons for the development of 

inferiority complex is jealousy. When the child sees someone 

stronger than him and in spite of trying, he is unable to 

reveal the same strength, he tends to become jealous of the 

ther person. This ultimately cultivates the malady of 

inferiority complex. Similarly, the child tends to become 

jalous when he observes someone more intelligent or 

icher or better than him. This jealousy sows the seeds for a 

complex of inferiority. 

So try and prevent the child from jealousy. Relate to him 

and make him memorise the verses of the Holy Qur'an and 

Ahadith that condemn jealousy. Also impart to him the 

significance of patience. An important point we wish to 

present here is that try to change the cause of the jealousy. 

for instance, you may explain to the child: “Son, in the 
fields you know you can win, you should most certainly take 
pt. Your classmate memorises a whole Rukû without 
getting stuck. You strive to learn one and half Ruk*Us. Your 
classmate excels in class with full marks. You can also do it. 
Your friend doesn’t get hiding at all. Why don’t you work so 
hard and behave so well that the teacher finds no need to 
even admonish you. 


—— a e 
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If you implement the aforementioned principles, it is hoped ip similar fates. The friends he makes within t Mi 
that the child will be spared from developing an inferiority scott him to the brink of destruction. 
complex, Insha Allah. 
lah ¥ forbid, sometimes such children even resort to drugs 
Avoid Victimising any of the Children nd other intoxicants. The elusive tranquillity they failed to 
mtain within the home environment is now sought through 
Generally when there are four or five children under one ne medium of drugs. They are wholly oblivious of the fact 
roof, the youngest child tends to become an object of iat the cloud of drug-saturated smoke they ingest may 
ridicule. All his seniors are always after his blood as though wng about fleeting tranquillity but this cloud will surely not 
this child will never grow up. The repercussions of this are anwith droplets of life but with fumes of lethal poison. 
very severe indeed. Not only will the household or the 
neighbourhood be affected but society at large is bound to bery Muslim father should maintain equality amongst all his 
ees Thesfamily unit ps pam ai children. He should display equal affection to all of them. He 
society. So anything that influences the family unit will siuld be cautious not to offend anyone by praising one 
ultimately impact on society as well. 


child whilst condemning the other. Don’t go on praising one 


— o. and calling the other a stupid or indolent dunce. If one of 
Some of the problems of victimisation are: 


re. the children has a problem, advise him with love and 
1. A child who is constantly assailed with criticism tends to fection. Share your flowers of love with rigid impartiality. 
lose his intellectual capabilities. . Tis will encourage sentiments of mutual assistance and 
2. Such children generally fall prey to an_ inferiority crease their love for one another. 
complex. 


3. Despondency prevails over them. Achild is very sensitive to his self-esteem. When his self- 
4. They are terrified of taking part in any group action. esteem is wounded or he is put to shame, the consequences 
5. They are unable to achieve in spite of their abilities. xe certainly very severe. 

They hold all their seniors responsible for the period in 


which they fell prey to discrimination and victimisation. Aso, it shouldn't be such that you make one child do all the 





work around the house and make the other child sit and talk 
Apart from this, when these children see their wishes stifled, lo you or you don't make him work at all because he is 
their feelings trampled upon, when there is nobody to turn supid and inefficient. Don’t ever do this. Children are ultra- 
to, when they are unable to express their emotions and sensitive by nature. They become offended very quickly. 
feelings, such children fall prey to decadent attitudes right 
from their very childhood days. Feelings of inferiority tend to One of the solutions is, for instance, you are sitting down to 
take root within them, Their abilities, which should have et with all the children and the phone rings. Avoid 
been used positively, are now focused upon the negative. qmmanding one of them to attend to it. Avoid saying, 
They are prone to join bad company, which ultimately fuels ‘Zainab! You answer the phone”. If you want water, avoid 
their neal ae _ ee wil Sete saying “Ayub! Fetch some water”. Etc. Avoid singling out 
comprise of such poor souls who are ready to lend their ears joyi i i 
to this child because, after all, all of Eee fallen victim ees they are all busy enjoying Pechino: 


they are absorbed in some interesting story or they are 
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eating with relish etc., etc. So to single out the eldest 
daughter or to disturb the youngest child all the time is 
inappropriate. In such a case, make a general request. “Who 
will bring me some water first? Masha Allah! Very good! 
Who will answer the phone first? Masha Allah! Ayub! Well 
done! You have carried out a number of tasks today. Listen 
children! Whoever exerts himself, serves others and assists 
his parents and siblings will remain healthy. He will become 
more adept at the task and everyone will give him Du'as.” 
etc., etc. 


Therefore, don’t allow your sentiments to dictate so and so 
child is intelligent whilst so and so is lazy or stupid etc. All 
the children are equal before you. Treat all of them with 
impartiality. Don't ever verbally express your disgust by 
calling them names like stupid, indolent, negligent etc. 
Remember, such outbursts may calm the fury of the father 
but it is no remedy for the stupidity of the child. Employ 
diplomacy, tact and patience, strive to turn the indolent 
child into a productive child. Try and turn the foolish child 
into a wise lad in such a manner that he gets the impression 
that he is also intelligent in the eyes of his father. Dad also 
regards me as industrious and intelligent but he is advising 
me just to enhance my abilities. Remember! This is a very 
Sensitive issue. If the father controls his anger and rears his 


children correctly, this world will also turn out to be paradise 
for him. 


if the elder brothers relentlessly rebukes or humiliates the 
younger brother, it would most certainly cultivate hypocrisy 
within the hearts. The same resentment and anxiety will 
ultimately lead to animosity as they grow older. So since 
Allah % has blessed you with fatherhood, why don’t you 
attend to your children’s problems and affairs yourself? If 
your eldest son has the ability, you may delegate the 
responsibility to him. However, what normally happens is 
that when the youngest child has four brothers and three 
sisters, all of them team up against him and act like the 
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he seat father oome 
E 


get. They order the child around like they are his fathers. 
pu think for yourself, when there is just one real father 
pó there are seven other people bossing him about, you 
very well imagine what his condition will be like. So if 
pe younger child complains about his elder siblings, in front 
them, advise him to respect his elder brothers and 
gers. Thereafter, take the elder children aside and warn 
wm that you, the father, is still alive. Caution them: “None 
you Should admonish or boss him about. If he does 
gmething wrong, advise him. If he fails to take heed, make 
wa for his Hidayat. If he repeats the offence, advise him 

gin. If he persists, inform me in confidence and I will deal 

ith him. But don’t ever raise your hand over him or 
proach him. In this manner, the rights of the elder brother 

ye upheld, the younger brother's problem will be resolved 


aid the youngsters will maintain their respect for the 
seniors. 


Reprimanding the Child over a Misdemeanour 


(ey Muslim father should employ the brilliant techniques 
child rearing as employed by our beloved Rasulullah Æ in 
forming the lives of the Sahabah $. Wisdom and tact was 
aways a priority in Rasulullah’s # reformative techniques. 
Hewas never one to utter such phrases or conduct himself 
na manner that created the wrong impression on the 
addressee. Neither did he conduct himself in a manner that 


absolutely agitated the addressee nor did he advise him in a 
nay that led him to immorality. 


Whenever Rasulullah % learnt about someone committing an 
dence, he always ensured that he counselled the 
perpetrator in a manner that was neither offensive nor 
tess. He always waited for the appropriate moment to 
auton him. Instead of admonishing the perpetrator 
ndvidually, he would often address the people in general 
ad within his address he would make reference to the 
tence. The offender would realize his folly and abandon 
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whatever he was doing. He wouldn't even perceive that he is 
specifically being singled out. In other words, Rasulullah % 
employed a more collective approach instead of bluntly 
admonishing the person directly. 


Once Rasulullah # learnt that some people considered his 
‘{badat (devotions) to be very limited and they subsequently 
went overboard. One of them vowed to refrain from meat. 
Another person promised to abstain from marriage whilst 
the third person undertook to stay away from his bed. When 
Rasulullah heard of their folly, instead of addressing them 
directly, he addressed the Sahabah + collectively: “What is 
the problem with some people? What makes them express 
such things? I also perform Salah. I also sleep. I fast and 1 
also abstain from fasting. I also marry. Whomsoever scorns 
my Sunnah is not of me. [Sahib Muslim vol.1 p.449] 


When Rasulullah % discovered the fanatical behaviour and 
over-zealous determination of this group, he addressed all 
the Sahabah 4 collectively to try and eradicate this train of 
thought. This also benefited the people in general in a sense 
that they also became aware of the proper Islamic ideology. 
They were exposed to the Islamic system of moderation as 
opposed to extreme fanaticism. Those guilty of extremism 
also realized their folly without any form of exposure and 
embarrassment. 





So if the children commit an offence, the father should 
admonish all his children in general without singling out the 
guilty child. In this manner, all the children will also be 
cautioned. However, if the father feels it is more appropriate 
to admonish him individually, he may do so but in a positive 
manner. Whenever Rasulullah x felt the need to reprimand 
anyone directly, he would do so discreetly. He would advise 
with such sincere warmth and affection that not only would 


the addressee reform himself but also he would not fall pray 
to an inferiority complex, 
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“ait occasion, when he wads a child, Hadrat ‘Umar bin 
tu Salmah & was eating with Rasdlullah %. His hand was 
„sy moving about in the plate. Since nobody else was 
yesent and it was appropriate to reprimand him 
stantaneously, Rasilullah Æ cautioned him promptly but in 
a very loving and encouraging manner. Not only did he 
eptimand him on his errant behaviour but he mentioned a 
yndamental etiquette of eating in such a loving manner that 
hadrat ‘Umar bin Abu Salmah & didn’t even realize that he 
was being reprimanded. He was under the impression that 
fasuiullah # is explaining to him the etiquette of eating. 
sis why Rasulullah # first explained to him some other 
eliquette and then eventually advised him: “Eat from the 
sde cf the plate that is nearest to you.” Rasdlullah # 
counselled him: “Boy! Recite Bismillah. Eat with your right 


hand and eat from the side nearest to you.” 
(Sahh Bukhari / Sahih Muslim vol.1 p.172] 


look at what a loving tone Rasulullah # adopts at the 
beginning of his advice; before progressing to the actual 
enor, he draws his attention to other advices in a manner 
hat the admonishment at the end also seems like an 
advice. 


Occasionally, physical restraint is called for. Sometimes 
Rasulullah # would not utter anything with the tongue but 
he would physically restrain the person in such a manner 
that the person himself would realize his folly. Sometimes, a 
physical approach is more effective than verbal 
communication. 


Once Hadrat Fadl 4 was seated behind Rasulullah # on a 
conveyance when a woman approached him. Hadrat Fad! -+ 
couldn't help but stare at her. She in turn returned his intent 
gazes, Rasulullah $ physically turned Hadrat Fadl’s « face 
away from her. [Sahih Bukhâri vol.1 p.205] 


Atthis juncture, it would have been unwise and tactless to 
Verbally advise him. How to deal with the situation verbally? 
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Who do you address from the two? How do you address 
them? Even if he prudently conveyed a verbal warning to 
him, there was a fear of denting his self-esteem. So he very 
prudently and wisely placed his hand over Hadrat Fadl’s & 
head and turned his attention away from the woman. Hadrat 
Fadi & realized his wrongdoing and this wise approach 
would have obviously left a very promising impression on his 
mind. 


When reprimanding the child, always reprimand him within 
the limits of his error. However, if this error has a positive 
side to it, encourage him to take advantage of it. Promotion 
of this positive angle would prove favourable in eradicating 
his problem. In other words, his conscience will bother him 
in the future and a repeat of his error will be difficult. Even 
Rasulullah = adopted this stance. If there was a positive side 
to the error, he would first exploit its positive side and then 
he would warn the perpetrator against the actual sin. 


A Sahabi * once entered the Musjid when the Jamat was 
already in Ruku’. For fear of missing the Rak’at, he said the 
Takbir and joined in the Jamat whilst he was still at the 
door. He then walked gradually and joined the Jamat. After 
the Salah, when Rasulullah % was informed of this action, he 
commented: “May Allah 36 increased your craving (for Din) 


but don't co this in the future.” /Muattsa of Imam Muhammad 
p.154] 





In other words: “May Allah 3 enhance your yearning for 
Din. The fact that ou joined the Jamat the :noment you 
came into the Musjia is an indication of your passionate 
yearning for Din. May Allah % increase this passion. 
However, in future, don't do this. When you come into the 
Musjid, enter in a dignified manner and join the Jamat with 
ease.” 


Ponder over this; if a young boy comes into the Musjid 
today and starts his Salah at the door and heads straight for 
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berated and condemned? “You 


se how will he be 
aie you have that much of sense? How can you 
a 


kin Salah? Aren't you ashamed of yourself?” etc. etc. 
w 


ereas here we have an adult who did the same, but look 
now affectionately Rasilullah # advises him. We parents, 
ne fathers and teachers in particular should make a firm 
gmmitment that we will also counsel our children and 
jniors with such love and affection. This advice will also 
become part of Din, Insha Allah. Our affectionate Guidance 
yil be a Source of reward in this world as well as the next. 
{wil also be a source of acquiring the pleasure of Allah 3z 
aida means of improving the lot of the children. 


tis narrated in Sahih Muslim that Hadrat Mu‘awiyah bin 
tam Aslami & relates: “I was once performing Salah with 
Rasulullah when a person sneezed and I responded with 
Yahamukallah’. People around me started casting 
glowering stares in my direction. When I asked why they are 
saring at me like this, they started beating their thighs in 
Salah as in indication to remain silent whilst the Salh is in 
progress. J subsequently fell silent. 


After the Salah, Rasulullah % summoned me and (with such 
fection) he advised me that may my parents be sacrificed 
fr him. I havent come across any teacher better than 
Rasulullah #, neither before him nor after him. By Allah! 
Rasilullah # neither rebuked me nor beat me. Instead he 
advised me: “This Salah is such that any form of speech 
therein is not appropriate. The Salah consists of Tasbih, 
Takbir and the recitation of the Qur'an.” [Sahih Muslim vol.1 
9.203) 


5, every Muslim father should endeavour to assume these 
Counselling techniques of Rasulullah #. Every single Sunnah 
o Rasulullah # is a guiding light. All forms of success are 
oe hundred percent subjected to his code of life. We should 
Strive to revive his Sunnahs dealing with his social life and 
Mer-related dealings within our own society and strive to 
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revive the social life of Rasulullah # within all the peoples of 
the world. Amin. 


In order to revive this Sunnah, parents, teachers and others 
in charge should take heed of two points. Consideration of 
these two points will, Insha Allah, enable one to practically 
implement the Sunnah as far as restraining the anger, 
advising with wisdom, rectifying the problem, maintaining 
love and affection and other factors are concerned. The two 
points are: 


1. Avoid reprimanding the child the instant he commits the 
error. Never catch him “red-handed”. To sneak up to him 
whilst he is committing the error and then to beat, 
reprimand or express outrage is inappropriate. 

2. Avoid warning or punishing the child tne moment you 
discover his error or the moment you hear of a 
complaint lodged against him. Wait for a duration of 
three Salahs. After the passing of three Salahs, summon 
the child and then enquire what transpired. Ask him: 
“What’s the problem, son? So and so teacher or so and 
so uncle complained about your behaviour today.” 


If the complaint reaches you at ‘Asr time, wait at least until 
the next Fajr time and then question him. Implementation 
of this advice will, Insha Allah, bring about tranquillity in the 
heart and mind. You will be safeguarded from deadly 
illnesses like depression and tension etc. 





Stop here and recite Durud Sharif ten times and with utmost 
humility beg Allah 3¢ to grant you the proper method of 


counselling your children. May He grant you the ability to 
exploit the positive angle of every problem. Amin. 


There ts an incident of a smart father who cautioned his son 
to abstain from riding his bicycle on the road. In spite of 
repeated warnings the son failed to take heed. The father 
subsequently chained the bicycle, secured it with a lock and 
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xt to work, The son managed to open the lock with a 
crendriver and before the father could return home in the 
„ering, he replaced it in such a manner that the father 
wld not catch on. When the father learnt of the son’s 
lion, he called him and congratulated him. “When you 
yow Up, he said. “You will, Insha Allah, become a great 
gentist. You will serve the country and the nation. Millions 
d people will benefit from you. Allah 3 has gifted you with 


wth a remarkable talent that you managed opening the 
otk, used the bicycle for the day and re-parked it without 


me realizing it was tampered with. Son! You have displayed 
atraordinary talent.” 


The next morning the father summoned the boy again and 
aid: “Son! What you did yesterday was a remarkable feat 
but viewed from another angle it can also be called theft. 
Man % has blessed you with such an incredible mind. 
Instead of using it for theft, why don't you use it for a better 
purpose? I prevented you from riding the bicycle on the 
mad for your own benefit; so that you don’t get hurt. I 


would have unlocked the cycle in the evening. Anyway, 
don't repeat this in the future.” 


Comprehensive Speech 


During the course of Tarbiyat (discipline), one of the 
mudent techniques Rasulullah % employed was that he 
efrained from lengthy, winding and boring advice. He would 
tive to make his point with as few words as possible. This 
abled the addressee to grasp the point and also enabled 
meto memorise the words of advice. There are a number of 
wch sentences in the Ahadith which, although brief, their 
connotation goes beyond oceanic depths. Such phrases are 
rlerred to as Jawami-‘ul-Kalim' (comprehensive speech). 


M will mention a few phrases of ‘Jawami-‘ul-Kalim' to 
table you to express yourself better. 
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“ Rasulullah said: “The best affairs are those in which ane will be held responsible for this deprivation. SO 
there is firm resolve. The worst form of blindness is the yr gyre you listen carefully and reply satisfactorily. If you 
blindness of the heart.” i: ; À ; 

© Rasulullah # said: “The best knowledge is that which is pl the e ll n oe premise cn nes 
beneficial.” , practical demonstration provided it is within the Shar't 
¢ Rasulullah % said: “The upper hand is superior to the jnitations. 


lower hand.” [Sabih @ukhari, Kitabuz-Zakat} 

+ Rasulullah said: “The most unpleasant form of remorse 
will be the remorse suffered on the day of judgement.” 
+ Rasulullah % said: “That which is little but sufficient is 


better than that which is a lot but distractive. [Abd Nu'aim in 
Hulyah from Abu Darda & p.226) 


silulah also made use of practical demonstration when 


y felt that a verbal explanation wouldn’t be as effective or 
when the questioner wouldn't be at ease. 





(nce Rasulullah $ led the Salah whilst he was on the ulpit 
% Rasulullah % said: “The most superior way of life is the Tns enabled the Sahabah & to clearly witness and EUNE 
life of the Ambiya #8. The best form of wealth is the wealth hs manner of performing Salah. This is why, after the Salah 
of the heart.” he said: “O People! I did this so that 
cs B l s i i you can emulate me 
 Rasulullah said: “Everything that (is destined) to come mdteach others the method of my Sal&h.” (Mishkat vol.1 p.99] 
is close.” pvas 
e Rasilullah % said: “Youth is an element of insanity.” bù Dawud rahmatullahi ‘alaih and Nasai rahmatul/ahi ‘alaih 
(Baihaqi) report that Hadrat ‘Ali # narrated: “Rasdlullah # took hold of 
» ' sik in his right hand and gold in his left hand and remarked: 
These are some of the Jawami-'ul-Kalim'. In a few words, oi : : 
a tems are Haram for th w 
Rasulullah % expressed immeasurable connotations. His Wü OBwid vol.2 p.205) H Eo mra eao my Ummah 
advice and guidance was always short and sweet. It appears 
in the Ahadith that whenever Rasulullah # delivered a inorder to physically demonstrate the prohibition of silk and 
sermon, he was neither deficient nor tediously lengthy. (Abi wit, Rasulullh # raised them in his hands. This enabled 
Dawud) he prohibition to become more evident and it also 
— entrenched the magnitude of abstaining from these things 
Badgering the child with a constant stream of advice may nitin the hearts of the people. 
lead to boredom or even rebelliousness. Therefore, advise 
the child to the extent he can stomach. To reprimand or On the authority of ‘Amr bin Shu'aib $, Aba Dâwûd 
incessantly may be more [uoh alaih and Ibn M&jah rabmatull&hi ‘alain 
detrimental than beneficial. mite that a person once appeared before Rasûlullâh % 
4 ; and submitted: “O Rasul of Allah #%! How should the Wudu 
Counselling Techniques “ 
be performed? 
Every father should listen attentively to the questions posed ae . ; 
oe i IF Rasulullah # verbally explained to him the method of 
Besmdidepistarrcitelsiaperoprats or cise vney MU tater would have been complete but he 
i and sica 
would, out of fear, leave out questioning altogether. They a tainen Of water Aa É 


demonstrated the method of performing Wudu so that the 
Lt 
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questioner may physically observe the actual Wudu and 
there is no fear of him inserting or omitting anything. After 
completing the Wudu, Rasulullah # commented: “A person 
who adds on or omits any part of this Wudu is guilty of 


violating the law and he has committed an injustice.” [Abů 
Dawid vol.1 p.18] 


Similarly, in order to demonstrate the importance of a point, 
express it with force so that its significance is embedded 
within the children's hearts and they entertain the point with 
enthusiasm. This is why, whenever prudence warranted, 
Rasulullah = would occasionally employ a vigorous tone. 
Sometimes he would express the importance of a point by 
swearing an oath. When he wanted to attach more 
importance to the point, he would repeatedly swear an oath. 
For instance, Rasulullah % said: “By Allah! He is not a 
believer! By Allah! He is not a believer! By Allah! He is not a 
believer!” “Who?” he was asked, “is not a believer.” 
Rasulullah # replied: “He whose neighbour is not safe from 
his evil.” [Sahib Bukhari vol.2 p.889] 


If he felt the need and the circumstances warranted, 
Rasulullah = would address the Sahabah « in a very 
emotionally moving manner. Hadrat ‘Irbad bin Sariyah + 
narrates that Rasulullah = once delivered a sermon that left 
our bodies aflame with ardour, the eyes gushed forth and 
the hearts were left trembling. [Tirmidhi in Abwabu! 'Iim vol.2 p.96] 





Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar + narrates that once Rasulullah 
% delivered such a passionate speech that the pulpit started 
shuddering to such an extent that we thought the pulpit is 


going to topple over.” (Sahih Muslim, Ibn Majah-Babu Zikril-Ba'th 
p.326] 


This fervour and passion will only come about when you 
have ‘exceptional love for your children, when you are 
concerned about their welfare, when you are anxious about 


their spiritual well being and when you cherish profound 
sentiments of sincerity. 
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ynatever technique Rasulullah £ employed in the education 
nd spiritual rearing of the Sahabah it always had an angle 
wisdom to it. So you should also rear your children as 
pudently as Rasulullah # spiritually reared the Sahabah s. 
jogether with this, make Du'a: “O Allah! Bless me with the 
wst techniques of child-rearing through which we may be 
accessful in this world as well as the next. May these 
tildren be a source of disseminating the illustrious lifestyle 


dyour beloved Rasil & and May your Din dominate over all 
other religions. Amin. 


Management of Emotions and Sentiments 


lending constructive direction to a person’s emotions and 
perceptions is another name for Tarbiyat (upbringing). The 
bier should take into account the emotions and 
perceptions of the child and funnel them in the right 
rection, He should not struggle to suppress their emotions 
nt should he do anything that would stimulate their 
emotions and lead them to disobey or loathe the father. If 
leis unable to solve the problem presently, he might as 
well remain silent and try to solve the issue after consulting 
hers. You will appreciate how productive it is to channel 
their emotions in the right direction. 


Rasilullah # always kept the temperament and psychology 
£ his addressees into account. He wouldn't allow their 
motions to swing in the wrong direction. If their emotions 
wre frosty and indifferent, he would attempt to bring about 
sme warmth within them. If their emotions were inflamed 
wth fervour, he would refrain from saying or doing anything 
hat would allow their emotions to go beyond control. He 
would take into account their emotions and feelings and 
channel them into a more constructive direction. Instead of 
ittempting to stem the flood of emotions, Rasdlullah 3 
would essentially try to channel them in the right direction. 
We will mention a few incidents from which you will 
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appropriately gauge the advantages of channelling the 
emotions in the right direction. 


After the battle of Hunain, Rasulullah # distributed the war 
booty amongst the various Arab tribes mainly to draw their 
hearts towards Islam. The Ansar were not favoured with any 
part of the booty during this expedition whilst all the other 
tribes received a share. When the Ansar realised this, it was 
only human for (some of) them to harbour suspicion and 
distrust. All sorts of speculative rumours started flying 
about. They alleged: “In times of need, we were summoned 
to help but when the time comes for the distribution of 
wealth, Rasulullah # disregarded us in favour of his own 
people. When Hadrat S'ad bin ‘Ubadah +, one of the most 
distinguished individuals of the Ansar, heard of these 
assertions, he came to Rasulullah and submitted: 

“O Rasul of Allah #! The Ansar are offended because you 
distributed all the booty amongst your own clan. You 
favoured the other Arab clans with enormous gifts whilst the 
Ansar returned with practically nothing.” 


Rasilullah responded: “S'ad bin ‘Ubadah! What is your 
view on this issue?” He replied: “O Rasul of Allah! After, all, 
I am also a member of the Ansar.” Rasulullah # then asked 
Hadrat S'ad æ to gather all the Ansar in a certain area as he 
wished to address them personally. When the Ansaries 
assembled, Rasulullah = appeared before them. After saying 
Hamd and Thana (praises of Allah 3), Rasulullah # said: 

“O People of Ansar! What are these rumours circulating? 
What do you find offensive? When I came to you, were you 
not astray? Didn't Allah % guide you through me? Were you 


not poor and Allah 3; granted you riches through me? Were 
you not sworn enemies unto one another? Didn't Allah 3% 
bring your hearts together?” 





The Ansar responded: “Yes, surely Allah 3% and His RasUl # 


have been infinitely kind and benevolent to us.” Upon this 
Rasulullah = remarked: “O Ansaries! Why are you silent? 
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don't you respond to my questions?” The Ansar rephed: 
a pasül of Allah! What can we say? All this is the favour and 
ut of allah 3 and His Rasul # alone.” 


ysilullah # then said: “O People of Ansar! By Allah! You 
quid claim, and you will be truthful in your claims and I will 
atest to your claims. You could claim: “O Muhammad! You 
ame to us when you were declared a liar but we believed in 
yu. You came to us unsupported and we assisted you. The 
qhets deserted you and we provided you with a place of 


gfty. You came as a pauper to us and we sympathised 
with you.” 


O People of Ansér! You are upset over a trifling thing of the 
dunya which I distributed to others to draw them towards 
bêm whilst 1 had consigned you to your Islam.” 


'0 People of Ansar! Are you not pleased with the fact that 
whilst the others return with goats and camels, you return 
Mme with Allah 3% and His Rasul #? By Allah in whose 
ontrol lies my soul, what you are returning with is infinitely 
more superior to that they are returning with. If it wasn’t for 
Hijah (migration from Makkah to Madinah), I would have 
ben from amongst the Ansar. If the people tread on 


mountain pass or valley, I would choose the pass or valley 
chosen by the Ansar. 


“he closest to me are the Ansar and then the others follow 


sit. 0 Allah! Shower your mercy upon the Ansar, their 
thidren and their grandchildren.” (Zadul Ma‘ad) 


The narrator relates: “Upon listening to this sermon, the 
Ansar wept so bitterly that their beards were drenched with 
tas and they submitted: “We are pleased with the 


dstibution of Allah and His Rast! #.” [Zadul-Ma'ad vol.3 p.409- 
410) 
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a ; = Madinah, the 
Makkah accepts Islam and flees to ' 

Think about it; what a fragile direction their emotions were gien ‘ie repatriate him back to Makkah but if a 
taking. If Rasulullah’s * sermon conflicted with their ie Madinah flees to Makkah, the disbelievers would 
emotions or he failed to grasp the bearing of their emotions, ww compelled to send him back to Madinah. There were 
you can very well imagine consequences of his austerity. og ; A N - 
When Rasulullah heard of the anxious sentiments of the y umber uch ice conditions. Whilst the 
Ansar from Hagrat S'ad bin ‘Ubadah &, he didn’t get furious aaftions Were not even fully finalised and the terms of the 
about it. He didn’t utter anything that would have further pe were not even put to paper when a Sahabi, Hadrat 


catastrophically enraged the emotions of Hadrat S'ad and 
the other Ansar. Rasulullah % fully realized the severity of 
their emotions. He realised that a sudden outburst of 
emotions is inherently natural and it is a fleeting phase that 
needs to be channelled in the right direction. This is why he 
chose to speak directly to the Ansar. 


iy andal æ, turned up in shackles and threw himself 
wore the Muslims. He entreated: “Since I have accepted 
an, the Makkans have been persecuting me. I have just 
managed to flee from them and here I am.” The 
epresentatives of the Quraish (disbelievers) demanded that 
tetruce would only be ratified if Abd Jandal + is made over 
pthem. Rasulullah # responded: “The terms of the truce is 
meen written down as yet.” The Quraish replied: “If he is 
made over to us, we will refuse to undertake any further 


When the Ansar assembled, Rasulullah 3 initially attempted 
to cast their emotions in the right direction by reminding 





them of their past. He struck a chord in recalling what great gace talks with you in the future.” 
favours Allah 3% and His Rasul bestowed on them =. This 
reminder temporarily calmed the emotions of the Ansar but list to wrap up the peace treaty (which enshrouded a 
one question still needed to be dealt with. Although the umber of advantages), Rasulullah #% handed Hadrat Abu 
Ansar were silenced by Rasulullah’s = sermon but a nagging amdal ¢ over to the disbelievers. Shackled in chains, Hadrat 
question may still creep into their minds. They could have Wu Jundul # pleaded with the Muslims: “O Muslims! I am 
reflected that although Rasulullah = was responsible for eng returned to the polytheists in your presence. Don’t 
their spiritual guidance, they, the Ansar, reciprocated by you see my pitiful condition? Can't you see how much I have 
providing him with succour and refuge when his own people en persecuted in the path of Allah =?” (Sahih Bukhari vol. 1 
banished him from his birthplace. Hence, Rasulullah # X 
attended to these reservations in such a manner that whilst ' oi e i ; 
verbally expressing their predictable sentiments, he Ea e magine 4 : 1 ET lcd iG ees of 
dispelled all their misgivings. He thereafter conveyed his Een fis E paleo |pilva the eumetions ef 
profound attachment to the Ansar and this not only cleared ae nl * e- ah ‘ane a ee in a 
RA a. eee eo the love they Yeay. Hadrat ‘Umar # went to RasUlullah š and Hadrat Abu 
i lar » and lamented: “Why are we cowering under the 
Similarly, as you are well aware that the truce of es east pauan . the Baroemessenger 
Hudaibiyyah that was sanctioned by the commandment of aa ue paent an See eana Are sthe Kuffar 
Allah & was apparently a truce acceded to under great ibeievers) not treading the pathways of deviation and 
pressure from the disbelievers. This can be gauged from one sana? 


of the conditions of the truce that read as follows: ‘if a 
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In such a state of affairs, Rasulullah & accepts the terms of 
the treaty. Following his endorsement, Rasulullah # rises 
and addresses the Sahabah 4 saying: “Rise! Slaughter your 
animals here and shave your heads at this very spot.” 

The Ansar and Muhajirin were left dumbfounded. They set 
out from Madinah with the sole purpose of visiting the 
Kabah after such a long time. They intended to slaughter 
their animals at Mina and not outside Makkah. The Kuffar 
didn't even permit them to set foot in Makkah with their 
arms and on the other hand, they were faced with a treaty 
based on irrational and inequitable terms. The Sahabah « 
were not under duress to agree to the terms of the treaty. 
Without much material wealth, they were victorious in the 
battles of Badr and Uhud but when Rasulullah % ratified the 
treaty they all fell silent. However, the silent oceans of 
emotions were about to gush forth. All the Sahabah 4 were 
lost in the oceans of bewilderment and shock. Thy failed to 
grasp what is happening. The intensity of their feelings 
could be deterrnined from the fact that the Sahabah who 
were prepared to sacrifice their lives at the slightest 
indication from Rasulullah % are now sitting dumbfounded 
following this commandment of Rasulullah #. 


Rasulullah # intermittently reiterated his commandment. He 
asked the Sahabah 4 three times to slaughter their animals 
and shave their heads but not one of them moved. They 
were as though they lost their senses. 





Rasulullah % very well understood the intensity of their 
emotions and chose to remain silent. He realised that any 
harsh words of rebuke at this point in time would perhaps 
lead to something more unpleasant. No solution came to 
mind. So he went into his harem and conferred with Hadrat 
Ummu Salmah radiallahu ‘anha. Following her advice, he 
Settled on a course of action and went out. Without saying 
anything, Rasulullah # slaughtered his animal and 
summoned his barber to shave his head. On witnessing this, 
the Sahabah 4 also got underway in slaughtering their 
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h other’s heads. Some of them were 


having eac ; sit 
Laan with grief and frustration that they injured 
ye 


y 4 „other whilst shaving. [Sahih Bukhari vol.1 p.377) 
m 

yt how Rasilullah % contained the raging flood of 
oS. Every teacher and father should ponder over this 
endeavour to put it into practice. May Allah 3 grant us 


ye dvine ability to rear and discipline our children in this 
nourable manner. Amin. 


miot Impair the Child’s Faculty of Judgement 


Me faculty of judgement is a great boon indeed. When a 
mnlsendowed with the knack of accurate judgement when 
mionted with the most complex issues without being 
yturbed with the ups and downs of life and together with 
‘ishwarah, he holds firm onto the trust and persistently 
olds the truth - then this is an admirable blessing 


| teed. There is no doubt that this is a divine and Allah- 


pired bounty, 


hæespect of Hadrat Dawud #3, Allah a mentions in the Holy 
Win: 

"Mnd We had bestowed upon him (Dâwûd #3) wisdom (i.e. 
pophethood) and sound judgement in speech.” /Surah Sad verse20] 


ble commentary of this verse, some Mufassirin are of the 
ion that it is a reference to the ‘faculty of judgment’. In 
te words, Allah % had bestowed him with the divine 
iiy to resolve disputes and feuds. He was exceptionally 
Mient at resolving such issues and he was a man of 
sive speech. 


hk about it! What a marvellous bounty! It has to be since 
g mentions it together with the other divine bounties. 


"elore, earnestly implore Allah % to grant your children 
S bunty. At the same time, take all necessary 
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precautions to refrain from those things that would efface 
this ability. 


Some of the things adversely affecting this faculty are; non- 
stop criticism of the children, humiliating them by hurling 
abusive words at them, taunting them by comparing them 
with other children, to refrain from encouraging or praising 
them when they do well, to abstain from making Du'å for 
them, etc. 


Remember that the child’s faculty of judgement would assist 
him in splendid feats of accomplishment when he grows into 
an adult. Any form of deficiency in this faculty is bound to 
practically affect his future performance. When the child 
becomes a bit responsive and discerning, make him carry 
Out a few basic household chores, make him do the basic 
grocery shopping at the market or the local store. Where 
such a course of action bolsters his mental abilities and 
tutors him in the art of social relationships, it also leaves an 
indetible impression on his character and morals. Whilst the 
parents and other senior members of the household engage 
the children in some chore or the other, they should also 
reflect over the fact that this is also a technique of moulding 
the child psychologically. This technique burnishes the 
child’s inconspicuous mental abilities. So, for a few pennies, 
don’t ruin this faculty of judgement and do not break his 
heart. For instance, you sent the child to purchase a packet 
of cumin-seed biscuits. For some reason or the other, he 
returns with something other than you had requested. Now, 
the moment you see him, without even granting him an 
opportunity to explain himself, you start yelling: “You stupid 
ass! I asked you to purchase something and look what you 
come with? You worthless moron! Why can't you 
understand? Why don’t you ask when you don’t understand? 
You silly fool! Eat it yourself now! You did this intentionally 
so that you are not given a chore in future!’ etc. etc. 
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Fes ce this; for a mere ten Rupees, the child had 
ws with so much. Perhaps it wasn’t even the child’s 
iP sopably, the shopkeeper didn’t have cumin-seed 
ie in stock and gave him another variety of biscuits 
"aig him to return it if you are not satisfied. Perhaps a 
we of cumin-seed cost fifteen Rupees and the 
ypleeper shoved a packet costing ten Rupees into his 
wi or anything else could have transpired. At this 
Kwe, your responsibility is to firstly congratulate the 
ji. At least thank him for bringing the item. Thereafter, 
shim the reason for bringing the incorrect item. Once you 
n momed of the reason, explain to the child: “Son! 
ore leaving the shop, examine your goods and your 
age. If something is not available in one shop, try 
ahere. Check the prices marked on the items. Ask the 
{keeper if the item can be returned if we are not entirely 
asied with it.” In this manner, avoid rebuffing the child’s 
weens and do not dampen his spirit but rather assist 
tmin making the right choice. 


Wrwas but a young boy. One day his father took him 
‘ng to the market-place. After doing his shopping, he took 
irto one of the shops and asked him to select a vest for 
‘mel, Being a young child, he started heaving all the 
atsinto disarray and finally chose a red vest. He gestured 
dhs father and he approved. His father purchased the vest 
mhen he got home, he remarked: “Lady, our Nadir is an 
ite fool! He doesn’t even know how to choose 
meting. Look at his choice! How bizarre!” Now, when 
Wir overheard his father’s recriminations, it broke his 
at For the rest of his life perhaps he wouldn't want to 
terselect clothing for himself. 


tie over this incident. Isn't this a form of antagonism 
ads the child? Probably, the father regarded his son as 
feof his contemporaries. Just as friends needle and taunt 
"t another's preferences, the father rebuffed his son's 
“lerences. Even if the item was inappropriate or terrible, 


~ 
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there are other methods of rectifying the child 
predilections. A critical or taunting attitude would pel 
disastrous to any form of remedial endeavours. Me 
earnestly appeal to you that you make an all out attempt, 
set your children onto the right path, be it in the purchase g 
goods, in their preferences or in other social dealings but o 
no account tarnish their faculty of judgment. 


One of the key factors affecting this faculty of judgement is 
that when the father is furious with the child, he doesnt 
consider the child a child anymore. The father analyses the 
child through his own age and experience and if the chil 
fails to perform in accordance to the father’s competence or 
the child fails to accomplish what is required of him, the 
father ‘honours’ the child with appellations like ‘stupid, 
dimwit, moron’, etc. Every Muslim father should repent from 
this misdemeanour and visualise the scene when evey 
human being will stand before Allah 3 on the day of 
judgement and be made to account for every moment ofhis 
life on this earth. The divine rights of Allah 3 may be 
forgiven on account of repentance and forgiveness but the 
rights of other human beings will be dealt with very 
severely. So, don’t regard this as a trivial sin. 


Our negligence should not undermine the child's future 
prospects. Who knows what abilities and proficiencies the 
child would have portrayed in his adulthood if only his father 
was not guilty of subverting his son’s faculty of jucgement. 


If this is the attitude of the father, the child would always be — 


wary of making his own decisions with the belief that 
perhaps he is wrong. 


Ponder over this cool-headedly. Close your eyes and 
visualise your death. If you had to pass on now, would your 
son breathe a sigh of relief or would he utter a groan of 
lamentation? Will my son regard me as a compassionate 
educator or as a cruel castigator? Will he view me as his 
reformer or as an antagonistic father? Now open your ever 
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egard a child as 


make a sincere resolution that you will r 


°. 
3 that - a child, in the future. You will not treat him as a 
‘ety yeat old man. You will not regard him as an adult and 


iidse him accordingly. You will stimulate his decision- 
making and lead him onto the correct path. You will play the 
le of a pious and devoted father. May Allah 3 assist you 


dall other Muslim parents. Amin. 
the Benefits 


if you are always left furious over the child’s unseemly 
behaviour, ponder over the aforementioned in solitude 
Think about the benefits attached to rectifying the child’s 
faculty of judgement and the advantages of you withholding 
your fury. Pondering over the advantages would allow you a 
geat degree of restraint and Insha Allah, Allah 3z will guide 
you at those crucial moments of imminent misjudgement. 


1. The first and foremost advantage to this would be the 
revival of a Sunnah of Rasilullah #. Hadrat Anas « says: 
"I had served Rastlullah 4 for a period of ten years. 
Within this entire period, whenever I did anything, not 
once did he question my judgement and whenever I 
failed to do something, not once did he ask why I failed 
to carry out the task.” ([Shamail Tirmidhi p.207) 


. The second benefit to this is that even if the child is 
weak, naive or stupid, the problem can be rectified 
through your patience. Once you exercise tolerance with 
the child and you compassionately educate him, his 
naivety and stupidity may be eradicated altogether. You 
will notice a marked progress in his intellectual and 
mental development. What greater benefit can there be 
than you being instrumental in the rehabilitation of a 
foolish member of Ummat-e-Muhammadiyyah. You have 
been awarded the honour of serving a despondent child. 
Think about it. You may be able to vent your anger on 
this child by hurling a barrage of derogatory names upon 
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him but if you exercise tolerance, the child A 
rescued from a number of Dini (religious) as are 
dunyawi (worldly) shortcomings. In other words bs 
have saved your descendants as well. l 


The third benefit is that just as you hope to be rewarded 
for Nafl Salah, charity and other good deeds, if you fulfi 
this responsibility for the pleasure of Allah, your reward 
will be multiplied much more than the reward of optional 
prayer and charity. You will also be honoured witha 
multitude of virtues and rewards mentioned in a number 
of Ah&dith kept in store for those who suppress their 
anger. Who knows? Perhaps a trivial action such as this 
would court the pleasure of Allah 3. The pleasure ol 
Allah 3%, in turn, brings about sheer bless in this world as 
well as the next. Allah 3 states: “The pleasure of Allâh is 
the greatest. This is the most exalted success.” [Surah 


Taubah verse 72]. 


In other words, the pleasure of Allah #% is more sought 
after than all the other delights of this world and the 
next. In fact, Jannah is also coveted because it is a rank 
of the divine pleasure of Allah. Allah 3 will shower the 
believers with every type of physical and spiritual bliss in 
Jannah but the greatest blessing is the perpetual 
pleasure of the true beloved, i.e. Allah 3s. It is reported 
in the Ah&dith that Allah 3 would call out to the people 
of Jannah, to which they would reply: “Labbaik!" Allah ¥ 
will ask: “Are you satisfied now?” The dwellers of Jannah 
will reply: “How can we not be satisfied when You have 
showered us with the ‘pinnacle of delights’?” Allah % wil 
say: “Are you prepared to accept something more 
delightful than what you have already been given?” They 
will submit: Our Lord! Is there anything else better than 
this?” Allah 3§ will reply: “I will unfurl My perpetual 
happiness and pleasure over you. After this, you will 
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4 ath and anger.” [Tafsir Uthmånî vol.1 


rever attract MY ip 

99.666) 

the fourth benefit is that if you employ tact, wisdom, 
tolerance and affection when educating the child and you 
ombined this with special Du'a for the child, Allah 3¢ will 


bless you with the bounty of ‘Rada bil Qad (submission 

to predestination). So your tolerance, polite manner and 

affectionate nature has contributed to this great bounty. 

In fact, the magnitude of this bounty can be gauged 
from the fact that Rasdlullah Æ had implored Allah 3 to 
lies him with this Ni‘mah (bounty) in the following 
Ud: 


Sites Sy, a I - Sod we eer oo, 6 M50 
call 2 jab Le I Gg elas J 5 wei 
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OAllh! Make me content with whatever You have destined for 
me. Bless me in whatever has been ordained for me so that I do 
not yearn to expedite that which has been deferred nor do I 
crave to delay that which has been expedited.” 


Ifyou are content with whatever type of children Allah 4 
has bestowed upon you, express gratitude upon this 
bounty of ‘submission to His will.’ If the child is born with 
some deficiency or the other, it is no fault of the child. 
Similarly, if a child is relatively less intelligent or he is 
unable to express his intelligence effectively or he is 
unable to conceal his deficiencies skilfully like other 
children, then criticising him repeatedly is tantamount to 
condemnation of the will of Allah 3g. It is a form of 


critical analysis levelled against Allah 3%. 


You explained something to two children. One of them 
understands immediately. When the other child requests 
you to re-explain, you are gripped with fury and rage. 
You scream at him: “Don't you understand English? Shall 
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I explain in Persian? Why don't you listen attenti 
Should I write it on the board for you!” etc. etc Mtivelya 


When these two children return after doing Whatever 
chores you have set out for them, one of them executed 
your instructions to the letter whilst the other faileg to 
act as instructed. And this is what happens quite often, 
Now, you rage at the child: “How foolish of you! Yo 
can’t even purchase a loaf of bread! You are so stupid 
you can’t even buy a few biscuits properly! Even a 
suckling child is more intelligent than you are! You are 
very good at getting big and fat, you covet new pants 
and shirts and you very well understand matters relating 
to your personal benefit! Look at your brother and sister, 
or look at your cousins, they are much younger than you 
are but you are just getting taller for nothing like a 
camel. You can’t even walk decently. You have 
humiliated me before my friends. Look at your brother 
He does everything with such diligence and decorum. 


Etc. etc. 
be tantamount to 


Remember such an attitude will nt 
innate abilities. 


condemnation of his natural and 
Therefore, repent with heartfelt sincerity and make a 


firm resolution that as of today, you would refrain from 
criticising this creation of Allah 3g. He is well aware of 
who He creates and the wisdom behind each person's 
limited mental abilities. He, the absolute sovereign and 
the all-knowing wants you as a parent to take into 
consideration His creation. Whatever attributes you wish 
to develop within the child, burn the midnight oil, weep 
before Allah 2% and implore Him to assist you. For 
instance, you may make Du'ad as follows: “O Allah! 
Render this child the coolness of my eyes. Grant him an 
outstanding faculty of judgment. Honour him in this 
world as well as the next. Accept him for the services of 
Your Din. Shield him from all forms of calamities. Keep 
him safe from misfortune right until his death. Grant him 
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an abundance of Halal sustenance. Protect him from 
miserliness and extravagance. Bless him, myself and all 
other Muslim parents with the great boon of ‘Rada bil 
Qada’ (submission to divine fate).” Amin. 


Bear in mind that all parents are overjoyed with their 
children’s intelligence, wittiness and celebrated faculty of 
judgment. They are even proud about it and express 
profound gratitude unto Allah 4. However, blessed is the 
courage of those parents, particularly the father, who 
express gratitude and exercise patience over children 
who are dumb-witted and weak. They deserve to be 
commended by all the members of Ummat-e- 
Muhammadiyyah for their unfailing efforts in rearing 
such children. May they be blessed with the pleasure of 


Allah 4, 


The Perils 


If the child’s faculty of judgement is impaired, a myriad of 
individual and collective pitfalls are bound to occur. Some of 


them are: 


l. The greatest pitfall is that such an action draws the 
wrath of Allah 3. He who courts the displeasure of Allah 
£ is certain to wreck his optimum lifestyle whilst he who 
pursues the pleasure of Allah 3% is certain to restore his 


wretched condition to one of betterment. 


2, If we do accept that the child was really at fault, you did 
not treat him like an adult nor did you assess him on the 
level of his contemporaries but the child fails to do what 
normal children of his age are required to do, then 
definitely, it is the deficiency or negligence of the child. 
In spite of this certainty, the solution to this problem 
does not lie in reprimanding or humiliating the child the 
moment he does something wrong. This would further 
intensify the malady. In other words, reprimanding him 


ee 


Page 153 


al 


The Ideal Father 


or humiliating him at that precise moment 
aggravate his negligence but this approach is not th 
promising as far as eradicating his negligence k 


concerned. 


What greater malady can there be than augmenting the 
batch of fools by adding on yet another member to then 
especially if he happens to be our own beloved son) 
Although we had no intention of doing so, we are turning 
a marginally dim child into a complete stupid. You are 
aggravating his problem by calling him names like 
‘stupid, dumb, foolish’, etc. or by threatening him ina 
thunderous tone that you will throw him out of the 


house, etc. 


Some timid children are so affected by harsh language 
as though such words are imprinted on their hearts with 
inerasable ink. Such children, in moments of solitude, 
tend to think to themselves: “I am such a ‘bad’ boy, I 
hope Allah 3 takes my life away. Why don't they just kil 
me once and for all? I am not intelligent. They always 
‘call me a stupid. Mummy says I'm a dumb-wit, my 
madam at school says I'm fit for nothing and even my 
elder sister always scolds me.” 


Therefore, ponder over this delicate situation with a cool 
heart and open mind and then take a constructive step. 
Think about it! What greater loss can there be than a 
young child wishing for death due to our distasteful 
attitude? It is wholly inappropriate for a Muslim to 
strangle the child’s aspirations and hopes in this manner 
let alone for a father to ‘bury his child alive’ with his 
conduct of cruelty and severity. 


The parents are often under the notion that harshness 
relentless admonishment and tongue-lashing wai 
straighten the child out. However, this is a vain thought. 
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pact on the personality of the 


ative im 
ise insecurity and emotional 


id, He falls prey to 
child i ies are bound to come to 


imbalance. His negative tendenc 
ine fore. For example, he is prone to become withdrawn, 


introverted and irritable. 


s, The fifth peril is that you could be grooming a patient for 
the psychiatric ward. Sometimes, apart from the brain, 
this illness affects the other parts of the body as well. 
Subsequently, this brings about an additional burden in 
terms of doctors and medical costs, etc. 


6. Experience bears testimony to the fact that gentle and 
kind words are more impressive than harsh words. Now, 
in light of experience, mull over this; when a person 
wishes to pour something into a punctured container, 
what good can he expect? When a harsh parent ruptures 
the child's heart with a bout of vicious battering, what 
good will he be able to deposit into such a heart. 


Awise man says: “Instilling fear or unnecessary awe into 
the child can be likened to a young and tender plant 
buffeted by a gust of wind or it can be likened to a flower 
left to the mercy of a hurricane.” The wise also caution: 
‘The father who fails to ward off immorality with good 
character is not fit to be called a father". Generally 
parents are not very concerned about their own immoral 
behaviour nor is there any concern to improve 
| themselves as embodiments of perfection. When a 
deficient person regards himself as perfect, it creates a 
problem of horrendous proportions. Hence, we should all 
regard ourselves aS imperfect and beseech Allah a to 


improve our spiritual and moral lot. 


) Sometimes certain trivial statements — trivial in the eyes 
of the father - ruin the child’s faculty of judgement. For 


instance, the father addresses the son: “You are so big, 
yet you don't understand such a simple matter! 
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This is unjust and a breach of faith on the part o th 
father. This is unjust in the sense that the father treate 
the young boy like an old man and it is a breach of faith 
in a sense that this is an unfathomable enigma for th 
child. The father regards it as child play and he is unde, 
the impression that it would be just as easy for the child, 
The father is thus guilty of violating the trust of the 
child. Let us examine a simple scenario: 


In the family business, if the father makes some mistake 
and his father, i.e. the child's grandfather admonishes 
his son (child's father) thus: “You are a father of four 
and still you don't understand! When will you learn to be 
more responsible?” Or let us examine another scenario 
whereby the old man rebukes his son (child's father) 
thus: “What is your problem? Why did you foolishly 
submit your resignation? You could have at least asked 
me! Why did you supply so and so the goods? Don't you 
know how he stretches us with the terms? That person is 
like a leech. You should never supply goods to him!" etc. 
etc. (How would you react if your father speaks to you in 
this manner?) 
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re fathers like yourself. 


rage your colleagues who a 
anther d encourage them to 


inform them of the benefits an 
refrain from its detriments. 


strategies to Stimulate Intellectual Proficiency 


i. When you go shopping to the market place (or shop) 
accompanied by your children, familiarise them with the 
commodities on sale. For instance, the price, weight, 
quantity, etc, 

i, Encourage the child to ask questions. Prepare yourself 
mentally for all his questions. Don’t hesitate’ in 
congratulating him on the questions he poses. 

i, Instead of focussing on his misdemeanours and bad 
habits, focus on his good actions. 

4. Enlighten the child on the causes of his achievements 
and failures and bolster his spirits over his 
achievements. 

5. Convince the child that he can do the task with the help 
of Allah % but at the same time teach him the correct 
manner of carrying out the task. 

6. Allow the child to choose his own profession. 
coerce him into a profession that appeals to you. 

/, Whilst responding to his questions, avoid employing an 


Don’t 


Formulate your own plan of action to acquire these 
benefits and to abstain from these detriments. Make a 
firm resolution that you will not act as foolishly in the 
future. Consult with your wife and your other close 
friends as well. Prove yourself to be an ideal father. 


overbearing attitude. Speak in a soft tone and assume 
an indulgent stance, for this will enable the child to 
grasp more easily. 
b. Allow the child some time to ponder over the answer and 

permit him to explain in his own words. 

| 9 Point out the reason for his incorrect or correct answer. 

_ {0.Allow him to ascertain his own errors and later on you 
would obviously assist him in correcting them. 

| ll.Also pursue extra-curricular activities. For instance, draw 
a map of the road leading from the house to his school 
and explain to him the route, etc. Draw a table of 
historical events in chronological order and give him a 
lesson in history. You may even teach him some culinary 
(cooking) skills. Enlighten him with certain basics like 
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Apart from this, we mention a few more advices. We hope 
these would also be of benefit to you: 


1. Close this book and ponder over the harms of your 
indiscretion. Make the wife also aware of the harms 
Surrounding the ruining of the child's faculty of 


judgment. 
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temperature, measuring of ingredients, etc th 
would do away with the complaint that the < Ù 
learning absolutely nothing. chid i 


Child Nurturing — Your Greatest Fortune 


Sometimes, due to a busy schedule or a hectic lifestyle, the 
parents or one of them views child rearing as a burden Or ay 
extremely taxing task. At times, they are under th 
impression that child rearing is beyond them and they prefe 
to pay someone else or employ someone else to do the jo 
as long as they are relieved of this burden. Why is this? 
am extremely busy, I don’t have the time, I get upset vey 
quickly, I have a short fuse, I am unable to teach the 
children, I don’t get any joy from teaching them, my hearis 
not in it.” etc. The solution to these problems is that you 
refrain from considering this task of child-rearing as an 
encumbrance. Don’t regard it as a demanding strain or as 
an insurmountable predicament. 


Regard it as a source of your good fortune. Raising children, 
advising them, making arrangements for their education and 
discipline, striving to elevate them to the pinnacles o 
character, taking out some valuable time to make speci 
Du'a for them, offering them for the service of Allah’s Din, 
providing them, through your heartfelt Du'as, the bounties 
of both the worlds, etc. Regard all of this as a remarkable 
fortune. Accept it as a personal necessity. View it as à 
source of perpetual reward. Regard it as a means Of 
Producing a noble individual for the benefit of society. 
Consider it an immense favour upon the forthcoming 
generations. Look at it as a form of assisting your life- 
partner. Regard it as a source of acquiring the pleasure of 
Allah 3s. Furthermore, consider it as a means of adding 


another fine individual to the Ummah of Rasdlullah x. 


Ponder over all these benefits. Request the wife also to 
ponder over the numerous worldly and divine benefits of 
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~ a child. Ask her to think about some of the 
abe hilst you ponder over a few more. At the same 


tages W i 
d hould reflect over the detriments of 


ime, both of you S 
desisting from bringing the child up correctly. Also discuss 


this issue with your close friends. Explain to them that if we 
neglect to focus our attention upon their appropriate 
upbringing, if we fail to make some time for them from our 
hectic schedules, if we are indifferent to their condition in 
Madrasah and school, if we are going to be nonchalant 
about the friends they are hanging about with after school, 
fwe don’t bother about the books they are reading, if we 
kil to protect them from the evil of television and from 
immoral friends and if we fail to periodically liaise with their 
teachers, reflect over the detrimental outcome of our 


actions, 


Isha Allah, once you discuss the benefits and the 
detriments of your stance, you will develop a natural 
inination to educate and rear the child correctly. 
Subsequently, sacrificing some time for the child, teaching 
him, moulding him within a Dini mindset, instilling the 
greatness of Allah 3¢ within their hearts, developing the true 
Wwe for Rasulullah % within their hearts, teaching them 
respect for the elders and affection towards youngsters, 
making them carry out their homework, keeping a close eye 
on their attendance and other such related tasks will 


become easier and more gratifying. 


Then, just as we are delighted with the company of our 
fiends, we will become even more ecstatic in rearing Our 
children. Just as we are ecstatic over flicking through the 
daily papers and thumbing through meaningless story books 
we would be even more elated with the company of our 
vives and children and in attending to all their problems. 


Just as we are overjoyed at a business deal coming through, 
we would take more pleasure in correcting their moral 
conduct and behaviour. And just as a labourer becomes 
despondent over his failure to acquire overtime pay or he is 
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le to complete his Hifz in so and so 


upset over a cut in his salary, you will become even Mare 3, S A aati his teacher was frequently on 
À a : wg, 


distressed with him missing school or Madrasah i idn’ 

. du nt 
businessman is disappointed over the conte leave. He is unable to read properly and he did > 
lucrative order, you will become even more dishearten even complete his Parah (a portion of short surans). 
over the child’s failure in any of his examinations, He wasted a lot of time in that place. Etc. etc. 


Now, both the father and mother should ponder over ty, aI such complaints will cease if you give the child your 
they can rear this child. Now when they are well awarey personal attention. If you are not well educated nor are you 
the benefits of applying their precious hours behind the chy well (ued-up with details about his Madrasah and schoo! 
and they are well aware of the detrimental outcome of m ie least you could do is carry out the following three tasks: 
spending any time in bringing up their children, they shoul 


ponder, “What is the best method of acquiring thee 1. Request the school or Madrasah to send you a 
benefits? Which is the best way to avoid these detriments” monthly update on the child’s attendance. Express 
your anger over any form of absenteeism. Employ all 
Think about it yourself and consult with the wife as wel. forms of disciplinary measures appropriate to the 
Thereafter, settle on a strategy that the entire responsibilty child's age. Instil into his mind and heart the 
of the child's education and behaviour rests exclusively on detriments of absenteeism in such a persuasive 
your shoulders. Avoid unburdening your responsibilities ont manner that he regards poor attendance as an 
the shoulders of others. Regardless of how affectionate o unpardonable crime. Regard absenteeism as a source 
proficient the teacher is and no matter how excellent the of ruin and destruction in this world as well as the 
school may be, don’t ever get comfortable by surrendering next and consider it a source of regret in the future. 
this responsibility, this means of immense reward and divine 
pleasure over to someone else. Regard it as your very 2, Scrutinize his examination report and test card. A 
personal sense of duty. Yes, your wife, the teacher and few days before the examination, reduce or 
principal are undeniably your assistants but you should take altogether stop all form of play and recreation. Seat 
on this responsibility as wholly your very own. This will him with you and make him study. Give him a prize 
Insha Allah, eliminate all the complaints most parents have when he excels in the examination. If he scores low 
like: marks or if his performance is relatively poor, have a 
: ‘ chat with him. Ascertain the reason for coming down 
h, pee yaen on aa about the education and in this examination in relation to his excellent 
' performance of the past. Upon informing you of his 


2. My child went to so-and-so school and turned out to reasons, consult the wife and ponder over your slip- 


be a spoilt brat. The school is utterly insensitive ups. Deliberate over your deficiencies and the 
towards the child. In spite of fleecing me with such shortcomings of the child and make an all'out effort 
hefty fees, he wasted his time in school. to resolve the problems. 


3. Be cautious of his friends especially his close 
relatives whom he tends to frequent like his maternal 
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and paternal cousins. If any of them are i MIM 


or tend to have bad habits, trim down hig 
; , as Ont, 
with him. If the child's maternal cousin © 
obstacles in the correct upbringing of your chil, k 
the wife into your confidence and try to keep then i 
bay. For instance, you restrain the child fy 
watching television. If you fear that the child w 
succumb to this evil habit if he has to visit his aunty 
uncle's homes, prevent him from going there. Or fy 
instance, you made the child meticulous about his 
homework whilst his cousins are not the same or yo, 
made your daughter exceptionally meticulous aboy 
wearing her scarf etc. whilst the conditions in th 
other homes are not as stringent or you ar 
particular about your seven-year old son performing 
his Salah whilst the relatives of the other home 
couldn't be bothered or you developed within you 
children the habit of sleeping immediately after the 
‘Isha Sal&h whilst children in the other homes tend to 
retire awfully late at night. Similarly, prevent your 
children from joining other children of the locality 
who hail from irreligious families where discipline is 
of no concern. So protect your children from an evi 
environment and from bad company just as you 
would protect them from scorpions and snakes 
because an evil environment and bad friends flushes 
all the efforts of the parents down the drain. 


Typical Complaints of Children 


The poor parents expend their bodies and souls day and 
night for the ultimate benefit of their children. What would 
happen if the same children pour water over the soaring 
expectations of their parents? How would the parents feel if 
the same children rebel against their noble aspirations and 
turn out to be doggedly defiant? There are no words to 
describe the soul-destroying anguish and distress they 
would go through. However, the rebellion or defiance of the 
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children - if examined closely - is not entirely of their own 


doing, They were not born rebellious and defiant but the 
ensuing circumstances and the ghastly atmosphere they 


were raised in, contributes to their defiance and 


rebelliousness. 


Nonetheless, we hereunder offer a few words of advice, 
which we urge the parents to read with an open mind in 
solitude. We also request you to make Du'a for a better 


understanding of these advices. 


Points to Ponder for the Parents 
Undoubtedly parents do not enjoy absolute control. Yes, 
what is within their control is that they are able to ponder 


over their own conduct. In the light of Din, they should take 
stock of their individual behaviour. As far as the education 
and upbringing of the children is concerned, are you 
proficiently fulfilling all the responsibilities Allah ææ has 
placed upon your shoulders? Are you certain you are not 
lacking in fulfilling the rights of these children as enforced 
by Alldh 22? Your children will only be able to fulfil your 
wand expectations if you yourself are not unmindful of 
fulfilling their rights. The noble morals you wish your 
children to be graced with, their resolute dutifulness, faithful 
obedience and religious nature that every father dreams Of, 
an come true. Your high expectations will bear fruit only if 
you discharge your responsibilities with all earnestness and 
devout sincerity. A child’s defiance and rebelliousness !S no 
doubt a source of immense anguish for the parents but they 
should also ponder that perhaps such defiance is the 
dreadful 


atome of their woeful negligence or their 
deficiency in fulfilling the rights of the child. How can the 


thildren identify your rights if you did not make them aware 
il these rights? How can children serve and respect their 
Parents if they have not been acquainted with this 
ston? If you fail to respect their feelings and emotions 
do you i i i ANA 

you expect them to identify your feelings and 





The Ideal Father 


emotions? If you fail to express your love for them 
attitude demonstrates that due to the challenges y 
rearing, you are better off without them, how do you = 


them to love you or to serve you? 


If you are exclusively concerned about your Persong 
comfort whilst turning a blind eye to their needs, how : 
you expect them to identify what your needs are? IF YOU ate 
utterly apathetic towards the betterment of society and t 
establishment of a suitable culture, how do you expect yoy 
children to sustain such an ideology? So pin your hope. 
upon your children according to the scope of joy 
preparation and expect their conduct with you to correspond 


with your conduct with them. 


Apart from your conduct with the child; his upbringing 
education, background, friends, relatives etc. are factors 
that to some extent or the other have a bearing in the 
making or the breaking of the child. 

Similarly, if you treat your parents - the children’s 
Grandparents — malevolently or nastily and you continuously 
bluster on about their old age, won't your children conduc 


themselves in the same manner with you? 


So make a firm resolve that as from today you will not be | 


neglectful of their upbringing and education and you will not 
consider them as an intolerable burden. In an attempt to 


rear them appropriately, try to implement the following 


strategies: 


1. Be consistent with your five daily Salah with Jamaat. 
Avoid neglecting a single Salah with Jamå'at. Very 
kindly and lovingly encourage your wife to be regular 


with her Salah as well. 


2. To the best of your ability undertake to make your 
income as Halal and wholesome as Possible. Avoid 
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engaging in any form of trading activities during 


Salah times. Close your shop the moment you hear 
the Azan, If you are employed, take off at these 
times. Even if you have to suffer a wage-cut don’t 
bother, If, Allah 48 forbid, your employer is not willing 
to give you time off for Salah look for another job 
elsewhere. If you are earning eight thousand in your 
current job and you are offered six thousand, opt for 
the latter. Be rest assured that this smaller amount 
will be so blessed that the higher amount won't be 
able to address the issues the relatively smaller 
amount takes care of. You won't enjoy such 

tranquillity and comfort as you would from the 


smaller amount. 


3. Ifyou are a trader, refrain from falsehood, deception, 
betrayal, cruelty to staff and miserliness in spending 
in the path of Allah 4%. And if you are an employee 
serve your employer diligently. If you were absent or 
came late to work ask the employer to forgive you or 
return a proportionate part of your wage to the 
employer. Whatever work has been assigned to you, 
ensure that you are not lacking in at least trying to 
complete the task. Be rest assured that whatever you 
earn as a diligent employee will contain a mass of 
Barakah (blessings). 

4. Continue seeking the Du'as of your parents. Don’t go 
to their home empty-handed. Take something or the 
other whenever you visit them. If they have left this 


world, read something for them or give some charity 
on their behalf and convey the Thawab (reward) to 


them. 


S. Maintain a favourable relationship with your siblings 
(brothers and sisters). Now and again find out how 
they are doing. Don’t go to their homes empty- 


handed. At least take some fruit of the season or 
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some clothing for them. Give them whatey ee 
afford. Also strive to bring them closer Ty s 
If your parents have already departed Ri K 
world, ensure that your siblings obtain the ful gẹ 
of their inheritance especially the sisters. . 


6. Take active part in humanitarian efforts like assisting 
unfortunate relatives, serving the blind and disable 
helping out underprivileged patients, attending to tre 
educational needs of the poor etc. Offer yoy 
financial, intellectual and personal services for these 
good courses. Good character, pleasant social 
behaviour and fulfilment of human rights will make 
you an ideal father. The outcome of this, especialy 
due to the Du'ds of these destitute souls, will be tna 
Allah 45 will take great service from your children and 
grandchildren in time to come. These children will 
Insha Allah, turn out to be a source of ‘coolness to 
the eye’ in this world as well as the next. How aptly 
someone once remarked: “Be affectionate to those 
on the earth, the Being on the throne will shower you 
with affection.” 


7. Make a point of consulting your children as well. 
Mashwarah (mutual consultation) is a Sunnah. 
Amongst the commendable attributes of the believers 
mentioned (in the Holy Qur'an), one of them is 
Mashwaearah. Mashwarah dispels impending 
catastrophes. It bonds the hearts together. It also 
confers a status to each member of the familly. 
Mashwarah enhances one’s faith on predestination. It 


also teaches one to express his opinion. So makea | 


point of consulting with other family members as 
well. Today the general complaint of the children is 
that the father fails to consult with them and he does 
as he pleases. Subsequently, when the business 
suffers a loss or the family is confronted with g Crisis, 
the children will also face the appalling consequences 
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of the father’s arbitrary decisions. No matter how 
perfect your decision may seem to you and 
notwithstanding your absolute conviction in your 
decision, consult with them as well. Rasulullah 28, in 
spite of being the leader of all the Ambiya sa and 
despite constant Wahi (divine revelation), still 
consulted the Sahabah æ on issues affecting them. If 
there was anyone independent of Mashwarah in this 
world, it would have been Rasdlullah #. But he 
nonetheless engaged in Mashwarah with the Sahabah 
+. So we are also required to consult with our wives 
and grown-up children on important issues affecting 
the household. Listen attentively to what they have 
to say and make a decision after pondering c.2r 
everyone's views. If you decide to proceed against 
their views, at least take them into your confidence, 
as this will lead them to believe that it is also their 


decision. 
‘Strike while the Iron is Hot’ 


The ideal father is he who waits for the right opportunity to 
aail himself of the advantage it offers. A constant 
unceasing barrage of warnings and advices is sometimes 
wearisome. Once a few prisoners were brought before 
Rasulullah #. Amongst them was a woman as well. When 
her glance fell onto her infant who was amongst another 
oup of prisoners, she, out of unbridled emotion and 
uninhibited love dashed towards him, picked him up, 
showered him with her hugs and kisses and started feeding 
him, Rasulullah asked the Sahabah æ: “If the lady had the 
option, do you think she will hurl her child into a fire?” “By 
Nah!” they replied, “she will never do such a thing.” Upon 
this Rasulullah # remarked: “Allah is many times more 
ifectionate towards His servants than this woman is 


towards her child.” (Sahih Muslim vol.2 p.356) 
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When Rasūûlullâh # perceived a touching atmosphere ty 
availed himself of this ideal opportunity to draw the 
Sahabah’s æ attention towards the love and affection y 
Allah 3. He employed a question-and-answer approach to 


instil this reality within their hearts in such a manner tha 
none of them would forget this scene for the rest of their 
lives. They in turn would broach this incident before other 
whenever they chose to discuss the immensity of Allah's 


love and affection. 


Come, let us analyse another such incident. In Sahih Muslim 
it is reported that Hadrat Jabir # narrates: “On returning 
from a village, Rasdlullah # was passing through the market 
place of Madinah. He was surrounded on both sides bya 
number of people. A dead small-eared kid was lying nearby. 
RasGlullah % grasped one of its ears and asked: “Which one 
of you is prepared to purchase this dead kid for a Dirham? 
The Sah&bah * replied: “We won't purchase it any cost. Of 
what value is it to us? RasGlullah æ then enquired: "Do any 
of you want this?” The Sahdbah & reacted by submitting: 0 
Rasdl of Allah #! If it was alive it was defective due to it 
stunted ears and now it is lifeless. Obviously there is now n 
question about us not wanting it.” Upon this Rasulullah $ 
remarked: “By Allah! Just as this is valueless in your eyés, 
this world is many times more valueless in the eyes of 
Allah.” [(Mishkét vol.2 p.439 & Sahih Muslim] 


Ponder over this incident. RasGlullah # is entering Madinah 
with the Sahabah $. A dead goat is lying close by. Generally 
people tend to scurry away from such a foul-smelling area. 
Probably the Sahabah * also wanted to dash through this 
appalling scene as swiftly as possible. Realising the 
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an ideal father to ensure that he 


ital obligation of 
gine the perfect opportunities presented to 
et the current situation. Parents should explore the 
fa opportunities for the upbringing of their children. If 
pey Wish to drive a point home, rather wait for an ideal 
ypottunity to do so. Take maximum benefit from the 
stuation as and when it presents itself. 


_ 
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nis reported in Sahih Bukhari and Sahih Muslim that a 
person appeared before Rasulullah % and asked: “O Rasûl of 
lich #' When is the day of reckoning?” This looks like a 
smewhat simple question that anyone could have posed 
m Rasulullah % could have provided a straightforward 
answer thereby terminating any further conversation. He 
wuld have silenced the questioner by mentioning a few 
sgns of Qiyamah or he could have expressed his ignorance 
by merely saying that he has no idea or he could have 
conceded that Allah 3% alone knows. However, when 
Rasulullah # noticed the apprehension this person entertains 
lr Qiyamah, instead of answering his question he 
responded with another question: “What preparations have 
you made for it?” 


Rasulullah # steered his anxiety towards a more positive 
and optimistic perspective. He attempted to impress upon 
the questioner that the issue is not centred around when is 
te day of reckoning but actually on the extent of our 
yeparation for it. Rasulullah 4% encouraged the person to 
take stock of his current situation. On reflection the man 
replied: “The love of Allah 4 and His Rasul 48”. 


nother words, my provisions for the journey towards the 


hereafter revolve around my love for Allah 4 and His Rasul 
tl wish to seek their ultimate pleasure in whatever I do. 
The objective of my life and the pivot of all my affairs is the 
Measure of Allah 4¢ and His Rasûl š. On hearing this 


unsettling sentiments of the Sahabah æ, Rasilullah Æ took 
full advantage of the situation in revealing the insignificance 
of this world in a manner that the apparent glitter of this 
world does nct lure them away from the objective of the 


hereafter. ‘sponse, Rasulullah % cheerfully responded: “So you will be 
With those you love.” [Sahih Muslim vol.2 p.332] 
eae = 
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In other words, if you love Allâh 4 and His Rasůl #, y 
' OU ate 


sure to acquire their divine Proximity and tomorrow on} 
day of judgement you will be blessed with the comer 
Rasutlullah #. ~ 


These are just a few examples selected from the vay 
treasures of Ahâdīth to give you an indication of ho, 
Rasulullah # seized extensive advantage of a situation in 
order to mould the Sahabah’s & frame of mind and in order 
to further their abilities. 


You should also adopt a similar stance by searching for the 
right opportunity to make your point. The moment an 
opportunity presents itself, make maximum use of it by 
advising your children and driving your point home. For 
instance you are on holiday with your family in a very scent 
location like Maree, AyyUbiyah, Abbotabad or Mauritius. Now 
when you witness your children enthralled by a vey 
enchanting natural scenery, make use of this opportunity by 
enlightening them thus: “Children! What a breathtaking 
scenery this is, but there is another much more captivating 
sight than this one and that is Jannah. It is exclusively 
reserved for people of Iman. It can be acquired through 
good works like Salh, Tilawat of the Holy Qur‘an, Tabligh 


etc.” 


Together with this advice make Du'a: “O Allah! My words 
are ineffective. Only You can influence the impact of my 
words. None but You can transform the hearts of people. 0 
Allah! Make my words significantly inspiring and turn their 
hearts towards Din and towards the spiritually radiant 
Sunnah of Your beloved Rasul #.” 


This practice will, Insha Allah, have a considerable impact on 
the children and not only will they remember your advice for 
the rest of their lives but they are sure to pass this advice 
on to their children as well. 


The Ideal Father 
gucation through Stories and Anecdotes 
E 


yes play a vital role in moulding the mind. Whatever a 
on listens to in the form of a story is more impressive. 
ys is Why the father should read stories to the children 
pout the Ambiya #8, Sahabah $, Tabi'in s, Tab-e-Tabi‘in 
4 and other saints, at night or at any other appropriate 
ne. He should also enlighten them about the lesson or the 
wal of the story. Similarly, stimulate within them a spirit 
revive Din and a determination to resolve the problems of 
he Ummah. Enlighten them about the hardships these 
ints Suffered in the path of Allah 4%, They spent their lives, 
ime and wealth in this divine path and this is how they 
urigated this tree of Islam. After their interminable sacrifices 
this Din has reached us. So we should also cherish this Din 
and make a concerted effort to promote it even further. 


As mentioned in a number of Hadith books, there were three 
men from the Bani Israil. One was a leper, the second was 
bald and the third was blind. In order to put them to a test, 
Allah & sent an angel in the form of a human being to each 


one of them. The angel set off to the leper first and asked: 
‘What do you desire the most?” He replied: “I long for a 
are from this loathsome disease due to which people shirk 
away from me. I yearn for a beautiful-coloured and fine- 
textured skin instead. The angel passed a hand over his 
entire body and with the grace of Allah 45, he was blessed 
with what he yearned for. In other words, a beautiful and 
cear skin resulting in a cure from this disease. The angels 
then asked: “What type of wealth do you desire the most?” 
He replied: “A she-camel.” The angel then made over a ten- 
month pregnant camel to him and said: “May Allah 3s bless 


this wealth.” 


The angel then set out for the bald man. He posed the same 
questions he posed to the leper. The man replied: “My 


Yeatest desire is to eliminate my baldness so that people 
may be more inclined towards me instead of despising me.” 
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The angels passed his hand over the man’s head. With 
will of Allah 3s, he was immediately purged of this deficiens 
and blessed with a beautiful head of hair. He then asked hip, 
what type of wealth he is fond of. He replied: “Cows.” th, 
angel then gave him a cow and after making Ova y 
Barakah for him, moved off. 


He finally came to the blind person and put forward the 
same questions he posed to the leper and the bald person, 
He submitted: “Regaining my eyesight to view the splendour 
of this world is my heartfelt desire.” The angel passed his 
hand over his eyes once. Through the grace of Allah %, he 
regained his eyesight. The angel then asked: “What type pf 
wealth would you like.” He replied: “Goats.” The angel then 
presented him with a fine goat and whilst making Dua ol 
Barakah for him, he departed. 


All three of them started living a blissfully content life. Allah 
šč blessed them in their wealth to such an extent that al 
three of them became owners of extensive flocks of animals 
All three of them became tremendously wealthy. 


After a few years, acting on the divine commandment of 
Allah 4%, the same angel in the form of the same human — 


| 


being went up to the leper first and lamented: "I am å 
traveller. My provisions for the road are depleted. In the 
name of the Being who has blessed you with beautiful skin 
and immense wealth, I beseech you to give me a camel to 
reach my destination.” The man repulsed the angel saying: 
“I inherited this wealth. I earned this wealth with the sweat 
of my brow.” The ‘traveller’ angel countered: “Were you not 
suffering from leprosy? Aren't you the same man people 
looked down upon with disgust? Were you not miserably 
poor once after which Allah 3 blessed you with immense 
wealth? If you are false in your claim, may Allah 4 restore 
you to your original condition.” As a result, Allah 4 


transformed him into his previously appalling condition. 
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to the bald man and expressed 


roceeded | 
y te sak to him. He responded just as the leper 
eet As a result, Allah 3% deprived him of all His 


bounties as well. 


the angel thereafter set off for the blind man and made the 
same petition to him as well. The man replied: “All praise is 
wlely due to Allah 3% Who has restored my eyesight and 


blessed me with immense wealth. Take whatever you want. 
Regard the wealth as your very own. If I am unable to be of 
assistance to my brother what is the use of my wealth? I 
hope Allah % will shower me with His bounties even more.” 


ihe angel revealed: “I don’t want anything. I was merely 
sent to put all three of you to a test. You excelled whilst 
Nigh % transformed your other two friends to their previous 
conditions because they expressed abrasive ingratitude 
lowards the bounties of Allah 3 instead of submitting before 
Him in gratitude. May Allah 3 remain pleased with you and 
may He bless your wealth even further.” Conveying such 
Duds, the angel departed. The man fell into Sajdah in 
expression of gratitude. (Sahih Muslim vol.2 p.408) 


fou may elaborate for the child thus: “Son! See, the 
importance of expressing your gratitude unto Allah 36? The 
blind man expressed gratitude for which Allah 3% sustained 
his wealth whilst the other two, due to their brazen 
ingratitude, were returned to their former conditions.” The 
Holy Qur'an, in the following verse, conveys the same 
message: “If You express gratitude I will increase you (i.e. 
your bounties in this world or the next) and if you display 
ingratitude, (then remember) My punishment is severe.” 
{Surah Ibrahim verse 7] 


The reality of Shukr (gratitude) can be summed | up as 
follows: to abstain from utilising the bounties of Allah 4 in 
His disobedience and in Haram pursuits and to express 
gratitude verbally whilst ensuring that one’s actions and 
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deeds conform to the dictates of Allah 4¢. Rasilullah 5 
. t 


reported to have declared: “He who is divinely blessed With 
gratitude will never be deprived of blessings and growth in 
his bounties.” [Mazhari] 


Allah 3§ proclaims: “And if you express a lack of gratitude 


towards My bounties, My punishment is also very severe’ 
Ingratitude is summed up as follows: to utilise the bounties 
of Allah 32 in His disobedience and in impermissible avenues 


or to show neglect in the fulfilment of His divine obligations, 
The punishment of displaying ingratitude towards the 
bounties of Allah 3 may be meted out in this very world by 


being deprived of the bounty or by being afflicted with some 
other catastrophe due to which he will not be able to aval 
himself of the benefits of that bounty. This is apart from the 
punishment of the hereafter. (Ma‘driful-Qur‘an vol.5 p.234] 


It is recorded in the books of Hadith that a beggar appearet 
before RasUtlullah # soliciting a handout. Rasulullah § 
offered him a date. He either refused to accept it or he 
tossed it away. Meanwhile another beggar appeared 
RasGlullah = also gave him a date. The beggar ecstatically 
submitted: “Subhanallah! A date from the master, 
RasGlull4h x!” (In other words, what an honour to receive 3 
gift from Rasdlullah *.) He then directed his female servant 
to take the forty Dirhams left in safekeeping by Umme 
Salamah radiall[8hG ‘anhéd and hand them over to this 
grateful beggar. [Tafsir ‘Uthmani vol.2 p.716] This is why we 
should be grateful at all times. 


It is mentioned in the books of Hadith that a man from the 
Bani Israil approached another man for a loan of one 
thousand gold coins. 

The creditor: Bring a witness to testify to this transaction: 
The debtor: Allah 3 will suffice as a witness. | 


The creditor: Bring a guarantor who will stand as Surety for 
this loan. i 
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me debtor: Allâh æ will suffice as a crap’ 
truth. 
itor: You have spoken the ) 
ates, te handed over the sum of money ei a 
“taking from the debtor to repay the loan” within 


ceciied period of time. 


the debtor accepted the loan and went over the sea where 
te utilised the sum for whatever venture he had in mind. As 
he time for repayment appeared closer, the debtor, in spite 
gia frantic search, was unable to find a boat to cross over 
uthe creditor. He got hold of a log of wood. After drilling a 
masonable hole within it, he lodged the entire amount 
uithin it with a note to the creditor. He sealed the hole and 
ashe came to the shore, he proclaimed: “O Allah !You are 
very well aware of the loan I acquired from so and so. He 
asked for a surety and I replied that Allah 3 is sufficient. He 
was content with this. When he requested a witness I said 
that Allah % would suffice as a witness. He readily accepted 
this as well. I tried my level best to get a boat etc. to 
convey his right to him but to no avail. Now I consign this 
amount to Your trust.” 


Saying this, he consigned this log to the sea. Once the log 

disappeared from sight, he returned but continued his 

search for a boat across to the creditor. Meanwhile on the 

opposite shore, the creditor stared out to the shore in 

expectation of one of the ships or boats coming in with the 
repayment of the loan (as this was the prearranged date for 
the repayment of the loan). Suddenly his gaze fell on a log 
Mating towards him. He picked it up with the purpose of 
using it as firewood. When he split it open, he found the 
money and the note within it. A while later, the debtor also 
turned up with another thousand coins. 


The debtor: “By Allah! I was anxiously trying to get this 
amount across to you but I was unable to get a boat across 
before this." 

The creditor: “Did you send anything to me?” 
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The debtor: “I just mentioned to you that I w 
get a boat before this.” 

The creditor: “Allāh æ has already forwarded pn te 
behalf the thousand coins you placed within the log. So yy 
may return with your money. [Sahih Bukhari vol.1 p.306, 324) 


aS Unable h 


Avail yourself of such incidents to explain to the child the 
impact of truthfulness and integrity. Look at the effect y 
striving to keep one’s word; Allah 3% conveyed the amount 
the rightful creditor after the debtor consigned it to the sea, 
If we are truthful and keep to our word, Allah % will al 
attend to and eradicate all our problems with His profound 
grace. 


The message conveyed on the basis of a story or anecdote 
is more entertaining and impressive upon the audience. so 
take full advantage of a situation or incident to put your 
point across. Stories play a vital role in the education and 
upbringing of young children and students. They also shed 
light upon the importance of moral values. So avail yourself 
of this technique and try your level best to rear your 
children appropriately. 


Characteristics of a Mentor 
As far as education, upbringing and spiritual rectification are 
concerned, certain attributes are vital in the life of a mentor. 


Some of these attributes are listed hereunder: 


1. Sincerity 
Sincerity is the key feature without which no action is of any 
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„s upbringing should reveal a sheen of sincerity and 
„amestness. Whether he advises or admonishes, whether 
re is affectionate or stern, whether he counsels his charges 
„ith ove or reprimands them with sternness, every action 
should be inspired by sincerity. Any action performed 
without sincerity is not ultimately effective even if it may 
astensibly be appealing to the eye. You have probably 
witnessed a number of parents or guardians employing a 
mst of techniques in rearing their charges correctly. They 
take into account a number of psychological angles as well. 
Al forms of astute measures are put to test but all their 
apectations are turned upside down. If you closely analyse 
the outcome of these endeavours, you will also conclude 
at the parents or guardians were lacking in sincerity 
during the course of their nurturing. 


Sincerity also dictates that a person be vigilant of his own 
gifitual nurturing during the course of nurturing others. He 
should not consider himself superior to others. He should by 
m means be under the delusion that his reformation has 
reached a point of perfection and now he is in a position to 
attend to the improvement of others. Such an attitude is 
bound to wreak spiritual mayhem instead of improvement. 


Together with sincerity before Allah 35, it is also vital to be 
scere and honest to those in his charge. He should be 
devoted and sympathetic towards them. He should 
constantly be concerned about their safety (from all forms of 
alamity). This concern should be so clear that regardless of 
the severity of the tone, the child regards it as beneficial 
and he is convinced that his mentor is his well-wisher. 
Rastilullah & was so sincere and solicitous of his Sahabah s 


| that every one of them was certain that Rasulullah 3% is 
«tremely fond of him. He was not only concerned about the 
spiritual nurturing of the Muslims but he was also concerned 
about the guidance of his enemies. The following Hadith is 
àn indication of the degree of his anxiety for the reformation 
and guidance of his people: 
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value. It is the responsibility of the mentor to ensure that he 
bears in mind the pleasure of Allah š whilst engaged in 
Spiritual development and upbringing. Vested interests 
should play no part in his endeavours. His objective should 
not be any form of material gain. He should be immersed in 
a spirit of acquiring the pleasure of Allah 3%. Every facet of 
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Rasilullah 3 is reported to have said: "I cap be fe, 
ened y 


that person who lights a fire. When the fire illur 
everything around it, large numbers of moths ons 
insects attracted to fire come and plummet into it. Nie 
person prevents them from falling into the fire by th 
overwhelm him and dive in. This then is the likeness of yy, 
and me. I am restraining you from the fire but you insig 
plunging into it.” (Sahih Bukhari vol.2 p.248] 


Where a person is sincere before Allah 4%, whilst executin 


the obligations of nurturing and upbringing, he should also 
be an embodiment of solicitude and guidance for his 
children. Every action and statement should be gripped with 
passionate concern. Whilst counselling his children, hi 
motive should be that Allah 3 becomes pleased with hin 


and his children. 


“O Allah! Let these words of advice be a source of guidance 
to my children. O Allah! Divine guidance is in Your hands 
alone. These children’s hearts are in Your absolute control 
O Allah! Steer their hearts towards Hidayat (divine 


gQuidance).” 


2. ‘Ilm — Knowledge 
Those charged with rearing the new generation should 
acquire as much ‘Ilm as possible. They should study the 
philosophical and fundamental regulations of upbringing. 
They should explore the attributes required in a mentor and 
the things they should abstain from. They should also strive 
to cultivate the ability to assess the conditions, character, 
passions, temperament and psychology of the child. If 
possible, they should also study the research carried out on 
the subject of education and upbringing so that they may 
take advantage of contemporary thought and present day 
hands-on experience. Together with this, they should read 
the following books in particular. Occasionally, they may get 
others to read whilst they listen because sometimes it is 


More constructive to listen than to read. 
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3. Tolerance and Patience 


One of the paramount attributes of an ideal father is 
patience. Without tolerance, nobody will be able to execute 
an obligation as sensitive as upbringing. Those engaged in 
this colossal task should cultivate a genuine spirit of 
patience and tolerance within themselves. 


The gist of tolerance is that a person refrains from angry 
outbursts over every petty issue. He should disregard trivial 
and inconsequential issues. Similarly, tolerance also entails 
that a person curbs his emotions from flaring up. Allah 4 


describes the characteristics of the believers in the Holy : 


Qur'an thus: “Those who suppress their rage and pardon 
(the indiscretions) of the people. And Allah loves those who 
perform good deeds.” [Srah Al-'Imran verse 134] 


Similarly, a person should not be impulsively hasty in 
everything he does. He should carry out all his work with 
cool composure. If the results of his endeavours are not 
promptly apparent, there is no need to get keyed up with 
agitation. Don’t fall prey to depression. Keep faith and 
courage and don’t let up on your endeavours. It has been 
noticed that a number of people engaged in reforming 
others, tend to get frustrated when no apparent 
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A 
ansformation is visible in their charges. They subsequently 
bandon all efforts at reforming those under their care. 


me results of upbringing take time to manifest themselves. 
Hence, it is improper to hope for a quick-fix solution or to be 
imprudently rash in such matters. Bad habits are eradicated 
wy gradually whilst good habits develop progressively over 
aperiod of time. Everything takes time. So don’t fall victim 
lo despair but sustain your endeavours with patience and 
lerance. The Holy Qur'an says: “And he who exercises 
tolerance (over other people's viciousness) and forgives, this 
deed, is an accomplishment of immense courage. (In other 
words, this is the best thing to do and it is also an exigency 
of resolute determination).” (Ma‘ariful Qur'an vol.7 p. 703-704] 


Upbringing is an incredibly trying task. Whilst fulfilling this 
important obligation, a person should adopt magnanimity. 
He should keep up his endeavours with steady uniformity. 
He should avoid taking a misguided step out of anger. He 
should exercise tolerance whenever he is confronted with 
something offensive to him. He should not lose courage in 
the face of numerous disappointments. A person is often 
fced with severe odds during this journey of upbringing but 
controlling oneself during these demanding times is certainly 


amatter of heroic valour. 


Rasululiah % is reported to have said: “A strong man is not 
hewho overwhelms his opponent in wrestling but a strong 
man is he who controls himself in moments of anger.” [Sahih 


Bukhari p. 903) 


_ tery mentor is required to vigilantly scrutinise the virtues 





well as the shortcomings of their subordinates. Encourage 
thir virtues and allow them to thrive whilst striving to 
timinate their shortcomings with wisdom and tact. If you 
ae finding it difficult to overcome any of their deficiencies, 
(ont become disheartened but continue with your efforts 


"ith resolute determination. 
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Upbringing is an awfully trying responsibility. This is Why 

mentor is required to become a mountain of patience vig 
administering his duties of upbringing. Undue hate n. 
dejection could bring about an adverse reaction. ` 


Bear in mind the blessed standard of Rasilullah #. Look 
the difficulties and hurdles Rasulullah % faced whig 
spiritually rearing his Sahâbah #&. In the most trying o 
times, he was not a man to give in to dejection nor did he 
display any form of reckless haste. 


Every Ustad and father should memorise the poem of Zafar 
Shah Dehlawi. In fact, he should hang it up on his wall so 
that his gaze may fall onto it again and again. 


Zafar Shah said: | 
“O Zafar! He will not be successful regardless of how intelligent he 


may be, he who does not remember Allah 32 in comfort nor fears 
Allah Ta‘ala in anger.” 


4. Polite Speech 

A person’s speech, tone, manner of conversation and style 
of address undeniably leaves an impression upon his 
children. If the voice is sweet, polite and decorous the 
children will not be disgusted by it but it will prove more 
encouraging for them. On the other hand, if the voice is 
unsympathetic, repulsive and screeching, the children wil 
find it rather disgusting to their ears. It will be a burden to 
their ears. Subsequently, the children will not only withdraw 
from such a person but will harbour a loathing for whatever 
he says. The greatest of mentors, Rastlullah Æ, used to 
speak in a tone that was neither too soft nor too loud but of 
a moderate tone. His voice was so sweet that his audience 
wouldn't be left without a striking impression. 


Hadrat Umme M'abad ragiallâhů ‘anha very vividly describes 
RasUlullah’s 4 manner of concise speech when she says: 
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„yis words were neither redundant nor insufficient. He was 
neither tight-lipped nor garrulous. [Sharh Shamail Tirmidhi p.120] 


refrain from idle talk and pointless discussions. Talking 
ynnecessarily is detrimental to one’s personality. A number 
of his weaknesses are exposed. Idle talk creates a host of 


warranted problems. 


Children get exasperated with lengthy speeches and it 
becomes difficult for them to follow the actual objective. 
Similarly, the child will fail to grasp the objective or he won't 
leat ease if the whole picture is not laid before him or your 
message to him is unreasonably curt. As far as education, 
turing and inviting is concerned, a person's speech 
sould be exceptionally gracious. Whilst abstaining from 
lengthy speeches, he should also not be so curt but he 
should speak as the moment requires. Come let us examine 
the manner of Rasulullah’s % speech and let us endeavour to 


emulate his gracious manner. 


‘asulullah % would not engage in unproductive 
conversation. From the beginning to the end of his 
conversation he would speak clearly. (And not mumble the 
last few words of his sentence.) His speech was decisive. He 
would not touch on something irrelevant to the current 
conversation of the people in the gathering. He would fall in 
with their conversation. If he sensed the Sahabah & 
becoming bored with his topic of conversation, he would 
move onto another topic. During the course of his speech, 
hs attention would be directed to every single member of 


his audience. 


hone of them would fee! that another person is getting more 
attention than I am. He would not turn his face away from 
his addressee until the addressee himself does not turn 
aay, He would not interrupt anyone's conversation unless 
twas contrary to the truth. He would dislike talking about 
à important issue whilst standing. During his conversation 
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with the Sahabah +, he would laugh with them ang expres 
his mirth and happiness. He would never utter a word of 
condemnation nor criticise someone specifically, He woul 
not attempt to uncover the secrets of others. Whenever he 
turned his attention to someone, he would offer the person 
his undivided attention. He would never utter anything 
nasty. He would not screech whilst speaking. He would 
refrain himself and forbid others as well from futile speech. 
He would make a point of observing Salam before speaking, 


Rasulullah’s # tone would fluctuate between a high pitch and 
a low tone as the need arose. His conversations contained 
no semblance of stilted formality nor were his words 
artificially pompous. His speech was simple and 
spontaneous. He maintained an appearance of a smile whilst 
speaking. If he was leaning and he had to emphasise a 
point, he would sit up and speak. He would repeat important 
issues again and again. He would make use of his hands and 
fingers to illustrate a point. On occasions of surprise, he 
would turn his palm outwards.” 


Every Muslim should endeavour to espouse the gracious 
manner of speech of Rasdlullah #. Think about it; he had to 
bear the mantle of prophethood, he was besieged with 
problems and he had to put up with a multitude of 
calamities and disasters. But in spite of all his problems he 
spoke with such self-control and charisma that his speech 
would make an immediate impression upon the hearts of his 
audience. Normally, a person besieged by so many problems 
is bound to speak rather abruptly and touchily. Rasulullah # 
on the other hand always spoke sweetly with a smile. He 
was not known to speak in a pretentious manner. 
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he unique manner of the speech of 
earing our Children SO 


d to the children and 


«we should also adopt t 
usilulldh % during the course of r 
hat the pristine message IS conveye 


others in a pristine tongue. 


§. Good Character 


felore attempting to nurture his children, the ideal father 
should first spiritually nurture himself. In order to inculcate 
god within his children, he should inculcate good within 
himself first. In order to make his children renounce bad 
habits, he should desist from bad habits himself. A person’s 
taracter is one of his most attractive features, which leaves 
a lasting impression on others. Character is likened to a 
slnt messenger or mentor. The good character of 
faslluldh # played a key role in rearing his Sahâbah å in 
he most brilliant manner. 


the actions and speech of the mentor are in constant 
conflict, all his efforts could be in vain. However, if his 
actions are consistent with his speech and he appreciates 
the value of good character, even his negligible efforts will 
ing about great results, Insha Allah. Think about it; 
Rasilullah # initiated the work of Tabligh and Tarbiyat all 
alone, when the world was in total spiritual darkness. In a 
stort span of just twenty-three years, all of Arabia is 
wnquered and his legend was celebrated in all of the non- 
Web lands. What brought about this all-embracing 


transformation? It was Rastlullah’s # exceptional character 


and his Allah-conscious lifestyle. More than anything, people 
| we most impressed with his character and they would 
then endeavour to mould themselves in the same cast. 


| Pople would set out to massacre him but would be SO 
noved by his character that they would ultimately join his 
Youp as sincere Da'is. People seething with revenge would 
| wun with a peace treaty. A person wielding a sword 
Maint him turned out to become a person ready to 
“cnfice his life in his defence. His character transformed 
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Hadrat Zaid bin Thabit # narrates: “Whenever we discussed 
worldly issues, Rasulullah Æ would join us and whenever we 
engaged in discussions of Din, he would also talk about it 
and when we touched on a subject of food and drink, he 
would also join us in discussion.” (Sharh Shamil Tirmidhi p.23) 
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adulterers and evildoers into embodiments of modesty 
chastity. Chronic murderers and war-mongers turned k 
become his bodyguards. When his enemies saw him ria 
Du'‘a for those who abuse him, offering flowers to those 
hurl stones at him and talking good about people at Whos 
hands he suffered untold misery, they couldn't help but be 


deeply influenced by his faultless character. 


The primary responsibility of people engaged in th 
obligation of Is/ah and Tarbiyat is to lead a life of Allg, 
consciousness. They should refrain from all forms of sin ang 
also refrain from incompetence in their obligations. They 
should fulfil the rights of Allah a as well as the rights of 


other humans. They should adopt Islamic traditions ang 
etiquette. If they lead their lives as devout servants, their 


efforts will no doubt prove fruitful. 


We make Du'd unto Allâh æ that He grants us the divine 


ability to rear ourselves and our dependants in the manner 
revealed to us by Rasilullah #. May He condone our 
deficiencies and accept our humble efforts. Amin. 


Tarbiyat (Nurturing) by Illustration 


In order to instil his words more strongly into the children’s 
minds, the father should make extensive use of common 
examples that are visible to the child. This will enable the 
child to grasp more rapidly. He will be able to remember his 
father’s words for the rest of his life and take benefit from 
them. In order to drive his point home or to further clarify 
his point, Rasdlullah 3 would also occasionally make use of 
examples. 
For instance, with the aim of portraying the difference 
between a good and evil companion, Rasdlullah # once said: 
“The similitude of a good friend and a bad friend is like a 
musk merchant and a furnace-blower. The musk-merchant 
will either give you some musk or you will purchase some 
from him or at the very least his fragrance will continue 
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hand will 
ce-blower on the other | 
i ar thes you will be subjected to his foul 


e lothes or 
"pum your clothes O ) 
ous [Mishkat vol,2 p.426 narrated on the authority of Hadrat Abu 


An 
aut it! Look at how brilliantly Rasulullah 3% explained 
ne difference between a good friend and a bad friend. Every 
nge person, city dweller or villager, ignorant or learned, 
peryone is able to understand this example. 


yattat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi rahmatullahi ‘alaih writes 
fan incident of a saint. The saint requested his son to give 
him an account every evening of what he did all day. The 
on was left in a dilemma. Firstly, he had to do everything 
ith a great deal of forethought and secondly, he had to 
(ve a daily account to his father of what he did and why he 
(dit. He tolerated this difficulty for a couple of days. One 
fay, he said to his father: “Father! What is the use of this? 
Why don’t you just advise me as we go along?” The father 
replied: “The wisdom behind this is to demonstrate to you 
that just as you are unable to account for all your deeds 
before your ageing father, how will you be able to account 
fr all your actions before Allah % who is the Knower of the 
useen and who has absolute control over everything?” 
Subhanallah! How splendidly he explained to his son. He 
probably didn't forget the thrust of this point right up to his 


death. 


W 





Similarly, there was another saint who brought his son up in 
he best possible manner. When the son grew up, he 
befriended a few uncouth elements. The father advised him 
to discontinue his relationship with them but the son 
countered: “Father! There is no need to worry. Their evil will 
not affect me in the least.” The father didn’t say anything 
and left him alone. A little while later, the father ordered a 
bx of apples. The box contained a single rotten apple, 
which the son wanted to remove from the box. The father 
said: “Son, leave it alone. It’s not so bad. We'll see later 
on. He then closed the box and packed it away. When he 
gened it a week later, he saw that a number of apples 
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around it were spoilt due to that single rotten ap, -` 
father then addressed the son saying: “My beloveg mal 
you see how a single rotten apple brought about decay to 
number of other apples around it? This is the same with an 
immoral companion; he ruins those around him." 


Explain your point with examples of this nature. This wij 
ensure that your advice is not a burden on the children ang 
it will enable them to grasp the point you are trying ty 
make. For other examples of this nature study the books of 
our pious ‘Ulama particularly the Mawa'iz and Malfuzi 
(discourses) of Hakimul-Ummah Hadrat Thanwi rahmatullahi 
‘alaih. Also try and sit in the company of the senior ‘Ulama 
May Allah Ta‘ala assist us in our endeavours. Amin. 


Provide all the Amenities but Keep a Vigilant Eye’ 


Don’t allow the child to become so undaunted that he does 
as he pleases without any fear of reprisal from the father. 
Together with fatherly love and affection, you should also 
take a tough stance when the child is really guilty of à 
misdemeanour. You should sternly admonish the child. In 
fact, within limits, you may even adopt some disciplinary 
measures. You are authorised to do this. Occasionally, this 
is desirable. However, the intention should be the 
reformation of the child. Don’t ever take action in angef 
because quite often an enraged person fails to distinguish 
between right and wrong. This is why the ‘Ulama say: 
“When the child does something that infuriates you, don't 
even talk to the child at that moment. Change your 
appearance and drink some water. Thereafter perform two 
Rak‘at of Salah and make Du'‘a for the child’s reformation. 
After that you may admonish the child whilst feigning anger. 
At this moment, you will be in total control of your senses. 
So there is now no fear of you transgressing.” 


2 The Urdu expression literally reads: “Feed them with morsels of gold but 
maintain the strict eye of a lion over them.” j 
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yapt this method and keep a vigilant eye on the actions 
a children. What is the eldest son doing? Is he 
forming all his Salah with Jama’at at the Musjid? What 
s his friends like? Is the Hijab of the elder daughter in 
yder? Is there no deficiency on her part? Does she have 
ay friends who are associated to immoral families or 
ends? Are you sure there are no romance novels and 
gmiar digests coming into the home? Is the younger son 
eforming all his Salah? Is his passion for cricket not 
preventing him from performing his Salah? In school, does 
he associate with friends whose parents are apathetic to 
heir upbringing? Are you certain that the younger daughter 
doesn't go to watch television at her friend’s house? Is the 
younger son not caught up in the curse of video games? Is 
hş teacher punishing him for failing to carry out his duties? 


In such circumstances, the father should employ all his 
resources to protect his children becoming fuel for the fire of 
hell either by making Du'a or by advising them with love 
ad compassion or by adopting suitable disciplinary 
measures or by visiting a spiritually conducive environment 
or by taking them to the lecture programmes of the pious 
‘lama. From the very beginning, keep a watchful eye on 
them so that they are not under the impression that father 
doesn't know what’s happening or even if he does come to 
know, all he will do is just advise us or just let loose a few 
words of reproach. Impress upon them that if they are guilty 
of doing something wrong repeatedly they are in for stern 


punitive measures. 


Don't be utterly over confident of your children’s innocence. 
A person falls into deception when he is irrationally 
confident. You should monitor them secretly as well. The 
child should be well aware that you are watching his every 
move. Occasionally come home before your normal time. At 
times, go to the school or Madrasah. From time to time, 
keep a check on them by telephone. For fear of one of the 
seniors catching them, children tend to abstain from 
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mischief. Nonetheless, demonstrate to the child that v 
consider him to be innocent and pious because p> 
child falls from his parent's grace his self-esteem 
dreadfully bruised and there is a fear of him bem 
traumatised by this experience. 


Tarbiyat (Nurturing) Garnished with Interesting 
Activities 


In order to make their leisure time more valuable, 
occasionally make the children compete with one another 
with questions and answers. Give them a theme for this 
competition. If possible, include the children of the family 
and the children of the neighbourhood as well. For instance, 
a week earlier, you may hand out books on Salah to them. 
Books like Faddail-e-Namaz, Namaz Ki Kitab, Meri Namaz etc 
Give them a week to prepare. The day they are free, get 
them all together and test them in the following manner. 
call up one child at a time and ask him to relate the benefits 
of performing Salah. Give him a mark out of thirty-three. In 
the second round, ask him to describe the punishment for 
discarding Salah or the detriment of missing out Salah with 
Jamé‘at or with the first Takbir. Give him a mark out of 
thirty-three. In the final round, ask him about some Masail 
of Salah. Ask him to describe the strategies of getting up for 
Fajr Salah. Give him a mark out of thirty-three. The total 
adds up to ninety-nine. Allocate a mark for cleanliness, 
nails, and hair. Finally, the child who achieves the first 
position, give him a religious or educational book or 
something worthwhile as a gift. This will inspire the children 
to compete with one another and it will also enable them to 
increase their Dini knowledge. Remember, whatever you 
discuss with the children in this manner will not only 
improve their basic Islamic knowledge, it will also encourage 
them to implement what they learn. 


One of the main benefits of these contests is that instead of 
the children engaged in video games or breaking windows 
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ing cricket on the streets or instead of them 


pilst play ~~ 
tng with each other, their time will now be well spent. 
teir time will be utilised in a constructive and religious 


nanner whilst also gaining Islamic knowledge at the same 
time which will enable them to practically implement what 
they have learnt. This will also help create a model Islamic 
society wherein every child will get the opportunity to better 
himself. Goodness will proliferate whilst evil will dissipate. 
fach child will be capable of disseminating this Din - a trait 
tat forms the nucleus of IslAmic upbringing. 


Hake the Child Perform Salatut-Taubah on 


Committing an Offence 


only the child develops the habit from childhood that he 
rmorsefully admits his quilt and performs Wudu followed by 
Sddtut-Taubah and Ou'a whenever he commits an offence, 
makes a mistake or hurts someone. If only this habit was 
fund amongst us, all our problems would be resolved. 
hereunder we mention a few benefits of Salatut-Taubah. 


Ihe chief benefit is that from a very young age, the child will 
be able to distinguish between right and wrong, between 
god and bad, between permissible and prohibited, between 
Halal and Haram. In other words, he will cultivate a Dint 


outlook. 


Another benefit is that after every action, his attention will 

æ focussed upon Allah 3. Is Allah 3 pleased with this action 

o displeased? If He is pleased, I will express my gratitude 
and if He is displeased I will perform Salah and seek His 
lngiveness. In other words, he will be mindful of Allah 3$ in 
ill his daily activities. This cautiousness will prevent him 
hom falling into vice. At the same time, it will be rather 
dificult for him to fall into the same sin after seeking Allah’s 
k forgiveness. In fact, he will strive to dissuade others also 


hom falling into the same sin. 
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For instance, you spot the elder child grabbing hold of 
younger child's sweet etc., which he promptly thrusts into 
his mouth and gobbles down in one go. Now, to begin with 
attend to the younger child who is about to weep or how, 
Sympathise with him: “Son! There's nothing to cry about, 
He is, after all, your elder brother. What's there if he too 
something belonging to you? He always thinks about you 
and he also gives you many things. Don't fret over it. He is 
nevertheless, your brother. If a friend takes something from 
you, won't you cheerfully surrender the item? This is your 
brother. He is more deserving than a friend.” When this 
child calms down, take the elder child aside and discreetly 
advise him that what he did was unbecoming of him. Explain 
to him: “If you so desperately wanted the item, you could 
have asked me or you could have purchased it from the 
shop. Why did you have to snatch it from him? Snatching 
and grabbing is not a good habit. It is the habit of wild 
animals. I will give you some money. Go and purchase the 
item and give it to your brother and don't feel ashamed to 
apologise to him.” 


Advising him in this manner will make it clear to him that 
there is no getting away from fulfilling the rights of the 
rightful. This will also assist in making him a more reliable 
person in the future and it will also make him mindful of the 
divine rights of Allah 4¢ and the rights of fellow humans. 
Finally ask the child to perform Wudt followed by two Rak‘at 
of Salatut-Taubah. Advise the child: “Seek Allah's & 


forgiveness for your actions. Make a firm resolution to 
refrain from such actions in the future. Allah # is 


exceptionally merciful and compassionate. When His servant 
begs His forgiveness, He eagerly forgives him and He makes 
people love this servant. Insha Allāh, your brother's heart 


will be clean towards you.” 
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yelop the spirit of Selflessness within the Children 
pe 


iren of various ages are found in the house and they are 

ame to fight with each other and they are just as quick to 
make up. However, at times their rivalries may turn out to 
y nasty. If unity, harmony and love is cultivated within 
nem, they will remain close not only up to their youth but 
ght up to their old age. How to develop this bond of 
ifection? The most effective method is to cultivate the spirit 
(selflessness within them. In other words, even if I go 
wagry, my brother should be satiated. I will use the 
lveadbare blanket but my brother should sleep comfortably 
uth the thicker blanket. How can you cultivate this spirit? 
Atleast once a week, assemble all of them and enlighten 
em about this outstanding spirit of self-sacrifice. Remind 
tem again and again about it. Insha Allah, this will enable 
them to cultivate this spirit. 


is long as we were united, we enjoyed superiority over 

hers. Today, we need to set aside our hostile differences 

ad we should strive to cultivate compassion and sympathy 

wards others. Why don’t you start from the home? If 

wey household enjoys a pleasant atmosphere of 

botherhood, society at large will stand closer together in 

mity, If every heart embraces the spirit of selflessness 

wey member of society will turn out to be a sympathetic 
sul, Similarly, the elders should fulfil the rights of their 
‘bordinates whilst the juniors should seek the counsel of 
eir eiders when planning to do something. When each and 
wey person is prepared to fulfil the rights of others, 
weryone's rights will be adhered to and they will all enjoy 
the fruits of their endeavours in this very world. 


The spirit of selflessness means that a person develops = 
«termination within his heart that let alone my own 
ærsonal desires, whether my own needs are attended to or 
Mat, the needs and desires of the other servants of Allah 3s 


Should be realized and attended to. 


~ 


e e 
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Quite often we see that most conflicts are sparked when a 
item can fulfil the needs or desires of one person k 
somebody else gets the item. Now, the person who failed t 
get the item is seized by the malady of jealousy and pursues 
all means, legal and otherwise - to get hold of that item, 
And the person who got the item also doesn't want to 
release his hold onto that item. He will also do everything 
permissible or objectionable to safeguard what he has. Ifthe 
recipient cherished a spirit of giving and the deprived person 
a spirit of not taking, you can judge for yourself that the 
very basis of all disputes is put to rest. 


From the early days of childhood, make every effort to 
develop within them the spirit of surrendering their rights. 
Advise each one of them individually and explain to them 
repeatedly the virtues of such a spirit. Together with this 
make a lot of Du'a. Insha Allah, if this is entrenched within 
their hearts, from their childhood days to youth and right up 
to their old age, you can be assured of their committed bond 
of brotherkood. And after their marriage, your family will be 
protected from the malicious family feuds surrounding 
property, inheritance etc. To this end, teach them some 
incidents of selflessness. Make them write out such incidents 
in their notebooks. 


Hereunder we mention a few illustrative incidents: 


1. Imam Tirmidhi s reports on the authority of Hadrat 
Abu Hurayrah # that one night an unexpected guest 
turned up at an Ansari’s home. He had no food 
except a little for himself and his children. He told his 
wife: “Lull the children off to sleep somehow. 
Extinguish the lamp and place the food before the 
guest. You sit down and act as though you are also 

eating so that the guest can eat to his fill without him 
realizing that we are not partaking of the meal.” 





r 
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~ . writes that Ibnu ‘Umar 4 relates: “A 
har 4 r d to one of the 
que” ace presented a goat's hea | 
mw ah + aS a gift. The Sahabi # recalled that his 
sane or who has a wife and children is more in need 
Fi than him. He then sent it off to his brother. This 
person sent it off to another Sahabi « who was more 
needy than him. The third person sent it off to a 
fourth and he to a fifth and so forth until the head 
was sent to seven people. Finally the head came 
pack to the Sahabi & who first received it as a gift. 


2 


It is stated in the Muatta of Imam Malik rahmatullahi 
alaih that a poor man once came begging for 
something to eat from Hadrat ‘Aishah radiallahu 
anhâ. She only had a single Roti in her house and 
she was also fasting that day. She asked her maid to 
hand over the Roti to him. The maid said: “You won't 
have anything left for Iftar this evening if you give 
this Roti away.” She replied: “It doesn’t matter. Give 
it to him.” 


Huzaifah ‘Adawi œ relates: “During the battle of 
Yarmuk, I set out in search of my cousin amongst 
the bodies of martyrs. I also took along some water 
with me with the belief that if he is still alive, I will 
make him drink some of it. As I reached him, he still 
had some life left in him. I asked him if he wanted a 
drink and he nodded in the affirmative. I was about 
to make him drink when I heard a groan of another 
martyr close by. My cousin motioned me to give it to 
him. As I reached this second person, I heard a 
groan of a third person and this second martyr 
gestured me to go to him. As I reached the third 
person, I heard a fourth person groaning. In this 
way, 1 went around to seven martyrs. As I reached 
the seventh martyr, he had just breathed his last. I 
then returned to my cousin and also found him to 
have already left this world.” [Extracted from Ma’‘ériful 
Qur‘an vol.4 p.375-377] 
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Teach the Child the Proclamations of the Angel; 


There is no other age as impressionable as childhood for the 
productive nurturing of an individual. Whatever is placed in 
the child’s mind at childhood has a tremendous bearing on 
his future personality. Hereunder we record a few 
proclamations of the angels as taught in some schools and 
Madaris. Such proclamations have proven to be remaikably 
beneficial to the children. We therefore request every father 
to teach his children the proclamations of the angels. 


The person who performs his Fard Salah with Jamaat 
and remains seated after the Salam, an angel makes 
Du‘ for him: “O Allah! Forgive him and shower him 
with Your mercy.” Quite often we see that children 
tend to scuttle to the courtyard of the Musjid as soon 
as the Sal&h is over and they stand around 
chitchatting with their friends. Sometimes even their 
Sunan and Nawafil are neglected. So when you take 
the child to the Musjid, impress upon him repeatedly: 
“Son! After Salam, remain seated for a little while 
and recite some Zikr etc. Then rise very calmly and 
move to another spot and perform your Sunan and 
Nawafil. Thereafter you may engage in other 
activities. Remember that as long as you are seated 
in the row, the angels will continue making Du'a of 
forgiveness and mercy for you.” 


Nae 


2. When you wish to send your son out of the house on 

an errand or you are sending him off to school or 

Madrasah, just as you as a parent offer other words 

of advice, also impress on him to leave the door with 
the right foot and recite the following Du'a: 


AT? PCS AER ar ey ate 
al Vass V9 GAY a NTF i o 
Draw his attention to the fact that when he recites 
this Du‘a on leaving home, an angel proclaims: “This 
person has been divinely guided, all his (needs are) 


——.- -— - its, —————— 
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t he is well protected and Shaytan IS 


taken care O ; 
distanced from him.” [Tirmidhi vol.2 P. 181] 


5, Give charity frequently at the hands of the child. This 
will develop within the child the spirit of giving 
others. Explain to the child that when a person gives 
charity for the pleasure of Allah 46, an angel 


proclaims: “O Allah! Recompense the contributor in 
the most excellent manner.” The advantage of this is 
that the child realises that charity does not diminish 
the Wealth but Allah 3 bestows the donor with 


something far superior than what he donates. And 
Rasulullah % declared: “The hand that gives is far 
better than the hand that takes.” (Sahih Bukhari, Kitabuz- 
Zakat, Babul-Isti'faf ‘Anil-Mas‘alah vol.1 p.199] So become a 
donor rather than a beneficiary. 


4, Rasulullah # is reported to have said: “When the 
time of Salah sets in, an angel proclaims: “O children 
of Adam! Rise and extinguish the fire of Jahannam 
that you have set ablaze (with your sins).” As a 
result, (the devoted) rise and perform Wudu and 
perform their Zuhr Salah. Subsequently, their sins 
that they committed (from Fajr to Zuhr) are forgiven. 
The same happens at ‘Asr, at Maghrib and at ‘Isha. 


(In other words, this occurs at every Salah time) 
[Tabrani vol.10 p.174, Targhib p.235] 


Teach the children these angelic proclamations. 
Remind them whenever the Azan is called out and 
ask them: “What proclamation is the angel making 
now?” When he answers, ask him what we are 
required to do now. He will, Insha Allah, respond by 
saying: “Father! Now we should perform our Salah 
and postpone all our other work.” 


Continue encouraging your children to make Du'‘a for 
their siblings, parents, relatives, neighbours and 


ee 
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Friends, Whatever good they de ma h” Cultivate within the child the spirit of 


friends. Whatever good they desire f 
Or themes sll ge him to give 


they should make Du’ for it in favour of the ie: spending. If he has two toys, encoura 
wra away the other one to his cousin or someone else. If 


and in favour of themselves as well. Explain tọ the ; 
child that when a person makes a Du'a for Someone he has two pairs of new shoes, persuade him to give 
else, an angel responds to each of his Du'ås with the one pair away to the maid’s, driver’s or guard’s child. 
words: “And the same for you." In other words Q Similarly, develop a loathing to hoard more than 


what they require and endeavour to make them as 


Allah! Grant him the same favours. And Allah y 
charitable as possible. 


certainly grants him the same even if Allah % does 


not grant it to the person in whose favour the Du’ h the child x . 

was initially made. In the same way, if anevilDug @™ chidren these angelic proclamations and from 

was made against someone else, the Du'a mayo  %™!M@ question them about the rationale behind the 

may not affect him but the person who made the evi Tah oe hey UL ag Ela |i | 

Du‘a will certainly suffer the burden of the evil Dua. anti? What transformation ought to come about within 

it. proclamations? Teach them this as well. 

of ttt a Allah, this will help the child to expand his intellectual 

a sealed py. 2A ae ZUE ser 5 aN H apabilities and these proclamations will take root within his 

ogaySwiiieceraniyprn E et tthe _ (eltereby enabling him to base his entire lifestyle on these 
good you can perform today avail yourself of the inciples. 


opportunity.” Teach the child the value and 
importance of time with this proclamation. Teach him lake them Memorise SGrah Y&sin 


the methods of saving time. 
| k mentioned previously, there are numerous worldly and 
| gintual advantages in making the children memorise the 
tly Quran. Here we have a few requests for those parents 
| tho, for some reason or the other, were unable to make 
| Weir child a Hafiz of the Holy Qur'an. And in spite of their 
dent desire to make the child a Hafiz, they are faced with 
sme predicament or the other. 


7. When a person leaves this world, people ask how 
much wealth he left behind whilst the angels enquire 
how many good deeds he brought. With this 
proclamation, teach the child the value of good deeds 


and how to protect them. | 


8. As the sun rises, an angel calls out: “The house that 
is erected today will surely come down and the child Ie Holy Qur'an in its entirety is the word of Allah 42. 


that is born today wil! certainly die.” Endeavour to Is r 
a i T. s i rtues, some Surahs are more 
fetil hin the CMa th . his __tawever, in terms of their virtues, 

et ae e" Wansitory Nala om swperior then others. The Ahadith make mention a number 


world, the destruction of these buildings of brick and | k n 
mortar, the establishment of Qiyåmah and the 1 virtues of some of these Sürahs. For example, Sürah 
permanence of the hereafter. sin, Surah Mulk, Surah Sajdah, Surah Wåqi'ah etc. So it is 

nost appropriate that you make the child memorise all, if 


9. Each and every morning an angel proclaims: "o  Mtatleast some of these SUrahs. Memorising these Surahs 
"not difficult and it will not affect any of his other duties. 


Allah! Recompense those who spend their wealth in 
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At the same time 


. . ie, 
, ìt will be a source of treasure for 
hereafter. Your 


Nonetheless, one point needs to be addressed here; before 
attempting to make the child memorise these Surahs, itis 
vital to cultivate a degree of enthusiasm, as this will enable 
him to apply himself more diligently and consistently when 
learning these Surahs. Periodically you should stimulate this 
enthusiasm. In order to achieve this, describe to the chi 
the virtues and advantages of these Surahs as narrated in 
the Hadith. At this point, we feel it most appropriate te 
briefly enumerate some of the virtues of Surah Yasin, for 
further details, one may refer to books like Mavariful Hadith 
by Maulana Manzdr Nu'mani rahmatullahi ‘alaih and At: 
Targhib wat-Tarhib (the Urdu version of which is Al-Bashi 


wan-Nazir, translated by Maulana Muhammad ‘Uthman 
Sahib). 


The Virtues of Sirah Yasin 


ws 
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lamities of this 
i rds off the Ca 
wor! a 


d the hereafter. [Fadail-e-A'mal p.263) 







rom these virtues, the greatest virtue is that 
wish & said: “It is my heart's desire that Surah Yasin 
phe heart of every single Ummatt.” [Fadail-e-A‘mal p.263] | 
„gher words, every single Ummati should memorise this 
gq. i your beloved informs you that such and such thing 
ga piofound desire of his heart, notwithstanding the 
amenity ot the action, won't it be easier to carry out the 


wy’ Here, it is the heartfelt desire of our most beloved 
pconalty, Hadrat Muhammad Mustafa #, that every single 
Wsin MeMorise Surah Yasin. In deference to his ees it 
m) and with the hope of pleasing him, how nice it wo id 
Ki you memorise this Surah and ma z 


ke your children 
yandcnidren and others memorise this Sdrah as well. 


Whivate within every child the habit of reciting Surah Yasin 


s *. Kes ite Fajr Salah, Surah Waqi'ah after Maghrib Salah, SGrah 

1. He who recites Surah Yasin, Allah % will reco the uk and at times SUrah Sajdah after ‘Ish Salah and Strah 
reward of the recitation of ten Qur'ans in his favour. < Khf on Fridays. Try and make all your children memorise 
[Mishkat p.187] | 

2. It appears in another Hadith that Allah % recited 


Sirah Yasin a thousand years before the creation of 
the heavens and earth. When the angels heard the 
recitation of this Sûralı, they exclaimed: “Glad tidings 
for the Ummah upon whom the Qur'an is revealed 


and glad tiding to the hearts who will bear this.’ 
[Mishkat p.187] 


Swahs Yasin, Mulk, Alif Lam Mim Sajdah, Kahf, Rahmân and 
Waqiah. 


leach Your Children the Masnûn Du‘as 


iy recital of the sacred Du‘as recited by the blessed 
tngue of Rasulullah # on various occasions not only brings 


a dout spiritual comfort, mental solace and inner tranquillity 

3. It appears in a Hadith that a person who recites it what's more, these Du'ds are favourable to our worldly 
Surah Yasin at the beginning of the day, Allah % will js and to our life in the hereafter. Recitation of these 
attend to all his needs throughout the day. [Mmishkst Was with a basic understanding of their meaning is said to 
p. 189] 


“He who recites Surah Yasin solely for the pleasure of 
Allah 3s, all his sins will be forgiven.” [Mishkat p.189) 

Surah Yasin embraces a mound of goodness in this 
world as well as the hereafter for those who recite 


hve an exceedingly productive effect on the reader's 
duracter and his social dealings. Consistent recitation of 
hese Du'as will cast the reader into an Islamic mould and 
bing him closer day by day towards the Marifat 
(ecognition) of Allah 3s. It would also nurture the love for 
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Rasulullah %. Don’t ever regard these Du'as as insir; 

a Qnificant 
If the children develop the habit of reciting the Du'ås y 
Rasulullah 2 on the various occasions, it would be a mar of 
good fortune for our forthcoming generations. Who are We 
in comparison to these Du'as? It is the gracious favour y 
the Almighty for allowing us to say such Du'ås with oyr 
tongues. 


Alhamdulillah! The International Educational Research Board 
has published a book of ‘Masntin Du'as for children’. Make 
the child memorise these Du'‘as. Here we record some of 
these Masnûn Du‘as. Make the child memorise them and 
also explain the implication and commentary of the Du’as. 


Du‘a on Awakening 
2 q as OF Sao af @ 7 s eh 
5 ped NG GUI G Be Gest io lb sd 


All praises are due to Allah Who has resurrected us (revived us) after 


putting us to death (to sleep). And to Him is our return. 
[Bukhari p.936, Abt Dawid p.340] 


You may explain the significance of this Du'a thus: “Son! 
Sleep is also a great bounty of Allah 3s. When you rise in the 
morning, you get up refreshed without the fatigue of the 
previous evening. So the Allah Who has favoured us with 
the bounty of sleep and aroused us in good health ts now 
commanding us to perform our Fajr Salah. So after brushing 
with a Miswak and performing Wudu, prepare for the Fajr 
Salah. You should go to the Musjid and perform your Salah 
with the first Takbir so that you will be able to express your 
gratitude unto Allah 4 in the true sense of the word. At the 
same time, you should resolve to do good on this day as 
Allah 3 has awarded us another opportunity to perform 


good deeds.” 
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pion Leaving the Toilet 


° 4 r o3 


{AUG 5 YI Ae CBS fg iN as SA Glai 


pian! 1 seek Your absolute forgiveness. All praises are due to Allah 
we Who has eliminated all filth from me and granted me comfort. 
[Ibn Majah p.26] 


wata remarkable and noble Du'a! If the children are 
wight the connotation of this Du'a, it may assist them in 
qantaining their moral character for the duration of their 
ws. This Du'a teaches us: express your gratitude unto 
Wah and praise Him profusely. What a marvellous system 
Mh ¥ has put into place; you consume something. It goes 
an easily into the stomach. It is then diaested and a 
ption of it forms part of the body and it provides you with 
mny. How effortlessly the body then excretes the waste 
matter. If this waste matter is not excreted timeously, you 
an very well imagine what discomfort you would suffer. 
hen the word ‘Ghufranaka' (we seek Your forgiveness) 
aches us that just as the excretion of this physical filth is 
ndspensable, so too it is imperative to eliminate the 
gitual filth - like jealousy, lies, backbiting, discourtesy etc. 
-hom within ourselves. One shouid not delay in eliminating 
tis spiritual contamination. 


I lah forbid, one does commit a sin, he should swiftly 
rent and seek the forgiveness of Allah 3. He should be 
létless over his sins. He should be on edge for fear of 
onmitting a sin that may land him in agony either in this 
wid or the hereafter. Just as a person feels comfortable 
iter visiting the toilet, the pious people feel comfortable on 
faking Taubah after committing a sin. So we should also 
tideavour to include ourselves in this noble assembly. 


SS 
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Du‘a on retiring to bed : 


rA 


O Allāh! With Your name do I die (sleep) and with Your name do | 
live (awaken). [Tirmidhi vol.2 p.179) 


Explain to the child: “Son! When you retire to bed, recite 
this Du‘a and ponder over its meaning. Reflect over how yoy 
passed your day. Think about what good you have 
performed for today. Brood over the good deeds that you 
had postponed for the next day. What evil did you commit 
today? Who did you harass today? Did you hurt or 


disrespect anyone?” 


“First of all, express gratitude unto Allah % for affording you 


the opportunity of performing good deeds. And if you are 
guilty of committing evil, seek His forgiveness. If your sinis 
connected to human rights, seek their forgiveness as well. 
For instance, if you annoyed your parents, grandparents, 
siblings etc., apologise to them and seek their pardon. Also 
reflect whether you performed your ‘Isha Salah or not. Since 
you are retiring with the name of Allah, it is only appropriate 
that you fulfil each and every one of His commandments. I 
you haven't performed your Salah, as yet, get up right 
away, perfo-m Wudt and your Salah and then only get into 


bed.” 


We have only mentioned a few Du'as and their 
commentaries. You may refer to other Du'd Kitabs like 
‘Mustanad MajmG'ah Wazaif’ compiled by the teachers of 
Madrasah Baitul-‘Ilm, ‘Masnun Du'ae’ compiled by Mufti 
‘Ashiq Ilahi Sahib, ‘Masndn Du'ae’, vol. two and three 
compiled by the International Educational Research Board. 
Teach the children the Du'‘as from these KitSbs and explain 
to them the meaning and significance of these Du'ås. 
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m etiquette of Education 
Is 


pating the essential Dini Masail to his children Is also the 
M nsibility of the father. He should at least impart that 
me of knowledge by which they are able to distinguish 

een Haram and Halal and they are able to worship Allah 
„and fulfil the other basic fundamentals of Islam. 


ne great magnitude that Islam attaches to knowledge can 
ye gauged from the fact that, according to the depiction of 
ite Holy Qur'an, the attribute which rendered Hadrat Adam 
geligible for the post of being a vicegerent on this earth in 
position to the angels and the attribute which qualified 
mnkind for supremacy over other living beings on this 
ath was the attribute of knowledge which Allâh 3# 
wstowed upon Hadrat Adam =. The first five verses of 
Sah ‘Alaq also deals with Rasulullah 2 reciting and 
leaching with the pen in such a manner as though there is a 
wound connection between the creation of man from a 
mass of congealed blood and between his education. The 
pupose of the Almighty is to encourage man to read and to 


tain knowledge. 


| There are a multitude of texts in the Holy Qur'an and 


| Ititith that make mention of the significance, virtue and 
mportance of learning and teaching. Muslims are instructed 
acquire religious as well as secular knowledge by teaching 
ind learning. They should not be neglectful of this as 
i Inowledge is crucial for the success of their worldly life and 


Inthe success of their life of the hereafter. 


{give your children sound religious as well as secular 
Mucation. Keep a watchful eye over their education. Also 
(cern yourself with the education of the other Muslim 
thidren, Whatever capabilities Allah 3% has bestowed upon 
itu, spend it upon the success of the new generation. Assist 
he children of your poor friends or relatives who are 
Mnally unable to educate their children. Also continue 


~~ 
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teaching the children the etiquette of acquiring cunt 
as the adage proclaims: “A child of etiquette is a ri 
fortune.” Also give your unstinting attention to YOUr chi 
education. It shouldn't be such that after a few years q 
elementary schooling, you drive him into the shop or shove 
him into the job market. No, allow him to achieve as much 
as he can manage and allow him to tread in the path g 
knowledge as far as his legs will carry him. 


Similarly, if you are bombarded with a salvo of complaints of 
your children, don’t become despondent and take him out of 
schoo! or Madrasah on the assumption that his mind is not 
focussed towards studying. It is better if you make a 
decision after consulting with others. You may explain to 
your teenage children thus: “Son! When a boy sends a 
Marriage proposal, the girl’s father will definitely ask how 
educated or qualified his prospective son-in-law is. Similarly, 
if you are seeking employment or you require a business 
visa for overseas travel, your mark sheet or report card or 
certificate will certainly come handy. So make sure that your 
report card is not blemished by poor grades or failure. 


Son! If you endeavour to acquire a superior level of 

education, your nature will turn out to be of a superior level. 
Subsequently, all your work will be of a cut above the rest. 
In this present age, Muslims are in dire need of professional 
educators. Whether it is the religious or the secular field, 
you should be a professional in your field. Under qualified or 
unskilled people are ‘a dime a dozen’. You should endeavour 
to be most proficient in whatever you do. 


Listen son! The adage “he who applies himself will discover" 
sums it all up. Allah 3% will not allow anyone's toil to go in 


vain. Today if you diligently apply yourself to your studies 
and form an intention to please Allah 4 and to benefit [slim 


and the Muslims, Allah 3 will surely take work from you, Do 


your utmost to master the writing and speaking of the 
Arabic language. Also do all you can to master the English 
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uage to invite others 


„gage so that you can use this lang a" 
ards Islam wherever you are in the world. 

vith due diligence coupled with Du'a go all-out to give 
yur children the best education you can. In the field of 
qucation and tarbiyat (Spiritual upbringing) do whatever 
yw an for the Muslim children as this also falls within the 
view of ‘spending in the path of Allah as'. If you are able 


inconstruct a good school or Madrasah for the children, go 
jead as this also forms part of Sadagah Jariyah (perpetual 
dary). AS along as the school or Madrasah operates, you 
ill continue reaping the reward. 


faying the role of an ideal teacher, if you can develop the 
athusiasm for learning and a zeal for studying within these 
jung Muslim children, then go ahead. If your endeavours 
ùn yield a few professional ‘Ulama and proficient scholars, 
| (would be a source of perpetual reward for you. 


Similarly, the father should teach his children the Ad&b 
ldiquette) of studying. And from time to time, he should 
question them about these etiquettes. Whilst sending them 
ito school, he should also remind them about observing 
"these Adab of education. 





Astudent should be exceptionally courteous and respectful 
his teacher. He Should approach him with utmost sincerity 
id affection. He should in no way be lacking in his 
dimiration and respect towards his educator. His attention 
sould not waver during the course of the lesson but it 
Muld be fully focused on the lesson. He should then 
winstakingly revise the lesson. He should conduct himself 
rth a great deal of respect whenever he is in front of the 
tacher. He should speak to him with eyes cast downward in 
very polite manner and gentle tone. If he needs to pose a 
westion, he should do so in a very dignified manner. He 
*uld always be careful to abstain from doing something 
hat would spark off his teacher. He should never feel shy or 
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hesitant to pose a question. He should not aSk hi 
something or pose objections that would unduly eiin 
him. If the teacher is in need of financial assistance, the 
student should assist him in all sincerity and instead ol 
regarding it as a favour upon the teacher, the student 
should rather consider it to be a favour of the teacher upon 
him since the teacher has given him the opportunity to 
serve him which in itself is a source of good fortune for the 
student. The more cordial the relationship between the 
teacher and student, the greater the chances of the 
student’s success and the more beneficial will his knowledge 
be. Don’t ever be too casual with the teacher. During the 
course of acquiring religious knowledge like the Holy Qur'an, 
Hadith, Fiqh (jurisprudence) etc. ensure that you are in the 
state of Wudù. Refrain from lies, backbiting, slander etc. as 
these maladies impair the memory and ruin ones 
knowledge (‘Iim). The primary objective of a student shoul 
be the pleasure of Allah 3. Expending all his capabilities on 
drawing mankind closer to Islam should also be his key 
goal. 


For the education of his children, it is the responsibility of 
the father to select a teacher who is familiar with the 
prophetic techniques of education as this will certainly elicit 
the proper Barakah (blessings) and effective impression of 
the education. He should be proficient in the field he is 
teaching. He should be well clued-up with the diverse 
methods of imparting knowledge. He should be a person 
who sincerely cherishes the welfare and interests of the 
child. He should be a person who treats his students like an 
affectionate father treats his children. He should be 


exceptionally tolerant and understanding. His attitude 
towards his students, especially towards the younger 
students, should be one of _ kind-heartedness and 


tenderness. He should not have an insensitive or ruthless 
personality. He should not be a teacher who flogs the 


petty 


children especially the younger ones over 
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f or insignificant mistakes but he should be a 


„haviou 
g „ho advises them lovingly and affectionately. 


essy thrashing the child or insensitively reproaching 
` chid over his misdemeanours may bring about some 
n pary results but the negative psychological impact 
, an attitude has on the child severely wrecks his 
sonality and ruins his future prospects. Such an attitude 
y the Ustad at times utterly deprives some people of 
„uiing any Knowledge whatsoever. And these people in 
yn, publicly proclaim such deprivation to be the result of 
pe Ustad’s ruthlessness and go about complaining about 
wir fate. So, the teacher of religious studies should be 
atta cautious and ensure that his attitude does not trigger 
ñ such problems. 


xording to some Mufassirin, the prohibitions of the 
sond-last and third-last verses of Sûrah Duha also refer to 
the tactless approach of the teacher. Some of them are of 


| he opinion that according to a stanza in Arabic, the word 


‘aim’ (orphan) also refers to one who is deprived of 
|| inwledge and etiquette. Therefore, in the verse “Do not 
subjugate the orphan”; just as the word ‘orphan' refers to a 
did who has lost his father, it also refers to a deprived 
student. Similarly, in the second verse, “and do not rebuff a 
Wgar'; just as it refers to a beggar, it also refers to a 
Nudent asking for knowledge. In short, these verses also 
mitain advice to the teacher that he should refrain from 
Melly subjugating or verbally abusing his students. 
drat Abu Hurayrah @ narrates that RasGlullah æ said: 
| Inpart knowledge but do not maintain any form of 
| Mthlessness, Bear in mind that one who imparts knowledge 
| th kind-heartedness is far superior to one who does so 


' ‘ith ruthlessness.” 


‘milatly, Hadrat ‘Umar # advised both teacher and student 
"h the following words: “Adopt humility before those 
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imparting knowledge to you and before H 
imparting knowledge to and do not be ti n 
ruthlessly imposing ‘Ulama.” In other words, both y 
student and the teacher should adopt an approach y 


kindness with each other. 


re 


When to Commence Formal Education 


>. a 
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es not pose a threat to his Iman and morals. Also 


në 00 K 
ssute that it is not a co-ed school. 


wether with these strategies, also make Du'a and beg 
yh to make these children sincere Muslims and to 


et them for the services of His Din. Amin. 


tthe simultaneous pursuit of religious and secular 


Mation is gruelling for the child, postpone the secular 


Hadrat Sa'îd bin ‘As æ narrates that Rasulullah % saig 
ducation and continue with his religious education until the 


“There is no gift a father can bestow upon his child more 


superior than good character and manners.” [Tirmidhi vol 
wal of Salah, Saum, Hajj, 


did can complete, with his Qur'an Nazrah, some basic 


Zakat and some basic 


nowledge of his beliefs. 


p.16] 

All the Prophets of Allah Ta'ålā especially our belove 
Rastlullah # advised us that it is the right of the children 
over the father that together with their physical upbringing, 
he also concerns himself with their religious and spiritual 
upbringing without any negligence on his part.” 


For this reason it is said: “It is the right of the child upon the 
father that he teaches him writing, swimming and archery 


and that he only feeds him Halal.” 


Now the question as to when the formal education of the 
child should commence still remains. Although this issue 
depends on the individual background, country, family and 
health of each child, the parents should endeavour to start 
the child's education playfully even before the age of seven. 
Forcing the child into a system of formal education before 
this age may adversely affect the health of the child. 


It is imperative to instil within the child a mind-set of [man 
and Yaqin. Enlighten him with the virtues of righteous 
deeds. Adorn him with good character and outstanding 
morals. Teach him to recite the Holy Qur‘an correctly and if 
Allah % endows the. guidance, make him a Hafiz. If you feel 
that the child is able to acquire secular knowledge without 
any difficulty and additional burden, admit him into a School 
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hhis formative years, at least provide him with that much 
(knowledge that by the time he is nine years old he has 


ge elementary acquaintance with the prominent Ambiya 
y, the names of the famous angels, the names of the 
mne books and upon whom they were revealed, about life 
id death, the punishment of the grave, the advent of the 
fal day, the day of judgement, the day of reckoning, 


padise, hell etc. 


Wether with this, nurture them morally as well. For this 
w may study Hayatus-Sahabah by Maulana Muhammad 
rahmatullāhi ‘alaih and WHikayat-e- 


iu Kandehlawt an 
Ghibah and Fadil Sadaqat by Maulana Muhammad 
| laariyya Sahib rahmatullahi ‘alaih. Study these books and 
| dee their contents to the children in your own words. You 
“ty aso read these books to them and encourage them to 


| radthem on their own as well. 


he wish to make the child a Hafiz, first try and make him 

tte the whole Qur'an by looking inside. He should at least 
pe five Paras (parts) with the proper Tajwid etc. by 
king inside and then attempt to do Hifz. 
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Together with his Qur'anic lessons, make him atteng 

as well. Select a school that has an Islamic environm A 
Since his writing skills, use of the pen etc, will i 

foundation, after a year or two of schooling, start him o 
with Hifz. After he completes his Hifz, admit him intg an 
Islamic school. Once he matriculates, make Du'a togetho, 
with some effort and encourage him to become an ‘Ain 
However, don't impose on him to become an ‘Alim. yẹ 
encourage him to make the pleasure of Allah % and his 


Rasûl # his main priority regardless of the field he decides tg 
get into. 


Similarly, teach the children the Masntin Du'as of the 
various occasions. On the occasion of the Du'å, make him 
recite the Du for that particular occasion as this wil 
develop a habit and enable them to remember the Du'as as 
well. May Allah 3 make our children sincere Muslims and 
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ion. You may implement this methodology within your 
# and if you come across any better ideas, you are most 
Kie to enlighten us. We divide this methodology into 


yesit headings: 


j, Systematic Order: 
gher words, within the home environment, establish a 


gen for your children as a good school or Madrasah does. 
rg ample, separating them into age groups, keeping an 
endance register, a set syllabus, monthly tests, half 
piy and annual examinations etc. You may also appoint 
ner mother to supervise them provided she herself is a bit 
uated. You should also keep an eye on them. Set aside 
w hours daily for their education. Within this allocated 
ye, both of you should fulfil your obligations as though 
ware teachers. If you have to leave town for a few days 
„yu are going out in the path of Allah # for a Chillah or 


wo, stress on her to carry out your duties as your deputy in 


inviters unto His Din. Amin. ut absence. 


Education within the Home iho, deliberate whether you have nurtured in them the 
| wit of doing everything diligently and meticulously. Yes, 


The religious education and nurturing of the children isa i = i 
isl ania of the parents. Other individuals and | wg everything without any form of deficiency is solely 


institutions“ may bë sabie wO fesist (E pete authority of Allah % alone. Only He carries out 
discharging this obligation but they can neither stand in for | werything with faultless precision. Man on the other hand is 
the parents nor can the children be independent of their | nembodiment of deficiency. His work is also teeming with 
parents. This is why attributes such as sympathy, | lis Inspite of this simple reality, man is required to do 
selflessness, love, affection, forbearance and other such | viatever he does with meticulous care in a manner that 
complimentary attributes are essential in a successful | italy fulfils the right of the task. He should endeavour 
mentor. And these attributes are found flawlessly only ina | complete the task appropriately and ensure that the task 
parent. Wel is productive. 








Even within the home environment, you are obliged to hth r 
. i i : | Athe contrary, a task that is carried out haphazardly or it 
provide the children with an educational system that further € done oi or sloppily is bound z end ff in a 


h thei hool j 
enhances eir school or Madrasah education and an "dle of deficiency. It won't be worth exhibiting. After all 


atmosphere that boosts their spirit of learning and teaches | h Ti s 
them the value of time. In view of this spirit, we mentiona "amts his deficiencies to be out in the open? Such work 


few points hereunder to facilitate this domestic system of a tied or altogether avoided or may even be dumped 
others, 
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Another negative angle to this slothfulness is that when 
task is carried out with nonchalance, a number of T 
people's rights are encroached upon. If you employ , 
labourer and he betrays your trust by working dishonesty 
would you be delighted with this? Will you reward him for ip 
Let us take the case of your office. All your routine office 
work is not up to schedule. A lot of shady deals take place 
behind your back. Important files are gone missing or 
mislaid. Baseless allegations are hurled against you. With 
such chaos within your office, wouldn't your blood boil? Of 
course it would. This turmoil will then give rise to bribery 
and corruption, which subsequently leads to social disorder, 
anarchy and lawlessness. 
Whatever you do, do it with diligence, sincerity and 
dedication. And pin your hopes on Allah 3 for a reward. You 
will be regarded as a Muhsin (a benefactor of the human 
race). Allah 3 will love you and you will also be dear to all of 


mankind. This is a triumph over triumph. 


The cultivation of a spirit of Jhsan (beneficence) is most 
effective in the formative years of the child. This is the age 
of ‘make or break’. If the love and obedience of Allah % is 


not fostered within the child, he will be more inclined to 
sinful deeds because the life of sin is exceptionally 
appealing. The only person who can refrain from sin is he 
who either loves Allah # or fears Him. 


Even in everyday simple tasks, train them to carry out their 
chores with diligence and dedication. If an elder asks for 
water, carry out this simple task with pleasure and 
enthusiasm. The school homework should also be complete 
enthusiastically. They should clean their own shoes, make 
their own beds and personally attend to their clothing etc. 
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patching troops, It is also challenging to withdraw the 
f A great deal of planning is called for when 


"raming troops from a subjugated territory. 


antes taking part in the sporting activities offered by good 
ols and Madrasahs are trained to participate right up to 
every end enthusiastically and courageously. Participants 
the hundred-metre race are trained not for a hundred 
mes but for perhaps one hundred and ten metres. In 
gveloped countries, workers use the last ten minutes or so 
(their shift to round up the days work. During this time, 
by clean up their equipment, place their tools in order, 
wy themselves up and then they leave the workplace with 
gulious discipline. On the contrary, untrained labourers and 
indisciplined artisans dash off the moment their shift ends. 
ey will leave wet cement lying on the street and their 
ws thrown about helter-skelter. Is this how they expect to 


prosper? 


When our child plays cricket and he’s had his fill of the 
got, if he is not disciplined, he’s bound to chuck his bat 
nd ball out in the open where they will be exposed to the 
ements, Now when he wishes to play again, he has to hunt 
irhis playthings. Even if he does get hold of them, he now 
is them useless and discards them altogether. When he 
soff to school he rummages around for his shoes. At this 
ime, he is also concerned about his homework. Such 
dtimental habits tend to become more deep-seated 


prticularly in childhood. 


| his the duty of the father to employ tact and wisdom and 


apain to the child. For instance: “Son! If you replace your 
Sorts gear in its fixed place after playing, you won't have to 
{around rummaging everywhere looking for your gear. 


| lu will be able to locate it whenever you want otherwise 
W will have to hunt for it. The same applies to your 
sonal items like your shoes, books, stationery etc. If you 
"€) them away properly, you won't have a problem when 


A point that cannot be understated is that the parent should 
ensure that the child does not leave any task undone. 
Completion of a task is vital though it is toilsome indeed 
Just as it is challenging to conquer a territory by 
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leaving for school. If you complete your homework tp 
previous night, you won’t be subject to the teach 
reproach the next day in school. The teacher as well as you, 
classmates will be happy with you. If you fail to complete 
your homework or you went off to school unprepared, yoy 
will be reprimanded in front of the whole class. And you can 
very well imagine how embarrassing this can be.” 


Explain to the child in this manner. If the father himself puts 
everything in its proper place, he will be setting an example 
to his children. His actions will turn out to be a form of 
encouragement for them. The father should ensure that he 
leads an organised life and puts his personal items like his 
pen, diary, keys etc. in their proper places. This will enable 
him to locate the item the moment he requires it. 


Don't underestimate the bad habits of the child. If the child’ 
bad habits are overlooked now and his correct upbringing 
was neglected, he may have to bear the tarnish of this 
shortcoming in the future. 


2. Syllabus: 

According to the age and ability of the child, prepare a 
monthly curriculum for each child. In other words, 
moderately allocate a few pages or lessons from a few 
books for the monthly programme. Thereafter both of you 
should work towards completing this quota. Take into 
account the average monthly pace and set the curriculum 
accordingly. Continue with this programme on a month-to- 
month basis. 


3. Educational Tools: 
Adopt the three basic tools of teaching; written, oral and 
practical. The Holy Qur'an, Urdd etc. will be taught from the 
book. The Sirah of Rasutlullah #, Masnin Du'ds and stories 
on ethics should be taught orally and the children made to 
memorise these things. Wudd, Salah etc. should be 
demonstrated practically to the children. When they are able 
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a the Masail of Salah, teach the girls ‘Bahishti Zewar’ 


mate boys ‘Ta‘limul Islam’. Whilst teaching from the 


its, do little at a time and drive it home instead of 
yrempting to do a great deal at one go. 


silarty, teach them a few words of the Du'as at a time. 
wen they learn the entire Du'a, impress upon them to 
ate the Du'as on the appropriate occasion. Also remind 
tem to recite these Du'as whenever the occasion requires 
You should also observe these Du'as before them. For 
mance, when retiring to bed at night, recite the word 
Nahumma' aloud. Insha Allah, the children will complete 
herest of the Du'a. Recite Sdrah Fatihah and the ‘four Quls' 
ind pass your hands over your body. This will be a practical 
Wm of education for them. Similarly, brush your teeth 
Kore sleeping and they will also join you in brushing up. 
lyon awakening, make Salam to them first and then say 
Xhamdulillah.......', the children will complete the rest of the 
_ Wa. Adopt this stance on the other occasions of Du‘a as 
| mell, 


4, Writing: 
Mce the child becomes somewhat competent in writing, 
tally make him write out a verse of the Holy Qur'an with the 
lanslation from Ma‘ariful Qur'an. On one hand this will 
altivate an attachment to the Holy Qur'an whilst on the 
ther hand, the child will perfect his writing skills. He will 
wt some practice in Arabic and Urdu calligraphy as well. As 
ime goes on, you May increase it to two or three verses 
. ttpending on the ability of the child. For this you ought to 
| fitup a board in the child's rooms. Also try and develop his 
| mathematical and accounting skills. Make him write down 
Matters pertaining to general knowledge and historical facts. 
Tankh-e-Millat’ is an excellent book. Try and get a copy. 
Snilarly, you may even make them write notes from ‘Jahan 
Utah’ - a travel chronicle compiled by Mufti Muhammad 


| Taj'Uthmani Sahib. 
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5. Daily Report Back: 
Children, who are able to write, get them to diarise their 
daily educational progress. Those who are unable to write 
should make a verbal report. If the child is lacking in hig 
academic progress, you and the wife should ensure that you 
address the problem. In today’s time, lessons are held fora 
mere seven months of the year at school. If the parents 
value the remaining five months of the year, not only will 
the children increase their knowledge but also the new 
generation will learn the value of time. The children are off 
for two days a week. Why don’t you make the weekend 
more beneficial to them? Put the three months holidays a 
year to some productive use. For instance, for the coming 
year devise a programme to make the children memorise 
Strah Yasin with Tajwid followed by Surahs Kahf, Rahman 
and Mulk with their translations. 


Put up a blackboard in the children’s room. Get each child a 
separate desk in which they can keep their books, pens and 
other stationery products safely. Once the children reach 
their teens, provide them with biographies of our leading 
‘Ulama. And ask them to write out a summary of what they 
read. After a few months, allow them to compete with one 
another. You may ask them: “Who will write out a summary 
of this book? Who can write down ten pages on the life of 
Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi rahmatullahi ‘alaih? Who can 
deliver a half hour lecture on the life of Maulana Muhammad 
Ilyas Sahib rahmatullahi ‘alaih? Who will recite the forty 
poems of ‘Allamah Iqbal?” 


6. Examinations and Prizes: 
At least once a month, take a written and oral examination. 
If the child does well, encourage him with a prize. 


| mall children are extremely curious and 
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Ze chil correctly right from the very beginning of 
n“ jds life. The parents should do whatever they can for 
N ental development of the child. Start off by narrating 
Pasto them. As they grow, purchase educational toys for 
oa As they grow older, take them to the local library. The 
result of these exercises is that it makes the child ready 
ghool and facilitates the various educational phases of 
child's life. Insha Allah, you will see the rewards for your 
(eavours in this world as well as the next. Amin. 


gpsequently, the child will employ his own experiences to 
hance his intellectual skills and he will strive to ascertain 
gut is happening around him. Every child instinctively 
„shes to explore the mysterious unknown. 


mere is no need for you to force the child to improve this 
yaning. This Craving to explore is instinctive. In fact, when 
te baby is lying down in his cradle, he tries to look all 
wound him and takes delight from the sights around him. 
in order to 
pease their Curiosity they touch, taste or snatch whatever 
tey can, The parents can assist the child in developing this 
unosity. For instance, they can hand over a rattle or any 
ther toy to the child. If the child is a bit understanding, you 
(auld perhaps talk to the child about the toy. You could even 
ay with the child. There is absolutely nothing wrong in 
becoming a child for a little while. From an early age, if you 
| tach the child colours, shapes and other such basics, it will 
make his life much easier in the future. This recognition of 
Shapes etc, will assist him in developing his future academic 
Went. 


The unremitting attention you shower upon the child will not 


Ixessarily turn him into an ‘Alim, Mufti, doctor or engineer 
wt your unwavering exertions would surely act as a 
kckbone for his intelligence, guidance and morals and he 
Hil, Insha Allah, turn out to be a successful human being. 


The Possibility of Improving the Child’s Abilities 


Every parent strives to ensure that his child is the most 
proficient and intelligent child. For this, the parent will have 
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gett pnd Kind Words 


Similarly, make sure you scrutinise his certificate or p l , t 
card. The child should have some form of concern accu ve the child the Impression that he eG good boy 
report. He should dread his father’s wrath even if he fails a m This will, Insha Allah, make him strive to better 
single subject. Keep a copy of his progress sheet on your 1 and to develop good habits. Allah 3¢ forbid, if you 
desk and keep one on his desk as well. Identify his vesy criticise him: “You are a useless, worthless, 
weaknesses and encourage him to perform better. Stow "bitte vou can't do anything properly, you are 
him; this is how you performed in this grade. You should ae “ee . i 

; “T nate, immoral and wicked” etc., etc., the child will then 
perform better in the next grade. This is how much you Ake that. H ill feel that si he i t 
memorised this month. Try to increase it next month, yl become Ake that. he will Teel that since he Is no 
Similarly, describe to him the importance of B. Com, mired for anything and since his family members and 
graduation certificate, diploma etc. Advise him: “his ber seniors look down upon him with disdain, why don’t I 
certificate, in terms of external mediums, is an indication of tdo what my heart desires? The child will subsequently 
a bright future. When you send a marriage proposal, the {whatever he wishes to do. Therefore, commend the child 
girl’s father will want to know what field you excel in. Do undoing something good and keep his spirits high. In this 
you have a B. Com., BSC, MA? When you apply for a job, «rd, we narrate a true incident of a teacher and his 
your prospective employer will also want to know. Put ina  sdent to demonstrate what a few sweet and kind words 
bit of effort now and the rest will be easy sailing. Leaving ado to the progress of the child. 
aside your marriage and employment prospects, a good 


report, son, is proof of one’s good fortune”. here was practically no relationship between young Salman 


ad Master Sher Muhammad. They didn’t even see one 
ther. How could they? Master Sher Muhammad had 
psed away a few years before young Salman was born. 
wever, through me, both of them enjoyed an 
merceptible relationship. Twenty-five years ago, Master 


Similarly, allocate a file for each child. File away al 
important documents like his school and Madrasah reports, 
certificates, awards, medical reports, blood group, eye-test 


report, birth certificate and other important dates. For 
instance, make a note of the date he was admitted to school | Ste Muhammad was my form teacher in grade four. Years 


or Madrasah, when he started and completed Hifz, when he | tix, when I qualified as a teacher and started teaching 
completed matric, when he started the ‘Alim Course, when dildren in grade two in one of the local primary schools, 
he qualified. Also, record when they turned Sahib-e-Nisab- | n Salman was also one of my students of this class. 
i.e. when the compulsion of Zakat comes into effect. The | Waster Sher Muhammad was my teacher whilst young 
“gaat ook age prin. ae es ae ae Amàn was my student. Nonetheless, in spite of the 
wea o the value o 2 ilver, Zakat is payable 
on the same day next year. The compulsion of Hajj and _ eee fa them, | will never forget the 
Qurbani etc. may also come into effect. So keep record of all mi have learnt from both of them. 
these important dates. : 
ung Suman was a plump and healthy child from an 
| Wage household. He was bright but extremely naughty. 
tal, his mischievousness was innocent and harmless but 
| p Te went on, his mischievousness turned out to be a bit 
arous to some people to such an extent that his 
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behaviour became a problem to me. My advice ang renr 

fell onto deaf ears but I somehow put up with his fae 
behaviour. However, one day he went overboard and he 
deliberately broke a flower-vase. He also used a stick to 
bring down a picture stuck to the wall. When the buzer 
sounded for break and the learners started leaving the 
classroom, he slammed the door so hard that his classmate, 
Jamil’s finger got caught in the door leaving the poor chilg 
screaming in pain. Salman’s misdemeanours really put me 
on edge on that day. I failed to contro! my fury any longer. | 
grabbed him and shook him up. “Salman!” I yelled. “You are 
a very wicked child. All day you have been misbehaving!" 


Young Salman had been on the receiving end of my 
chastisement on a number of occasions but he had never 
seen me so furious before this. Stealing a glance in my 
direction, he became extremely terrified. He drew his eyes 
wide in alarm. His young body started trembling in terror 
and he started weeping. He placed his small hands over his 
face and sobbed: “Sir! I know I am an evil boy but 
sometimes I do good as well. It’s just that nobody sees me 
at that time.” He then walked softly out of the room. The 
other pupils had already left by then. None of them would 
wait for young Salman as he had no friends. 


Young Salmån’s behaviour left me all shaken up. I slumped 
onto a chair and holding my head in my hands, I lost myself 
in deep thought. I always questioned myself about my 
conduct with young Salman. After some time, I recalled an 
incident that took place when I was a student in the fourth 
Qrade of a redbrick school in my hometown. It was just after 
the class was dismissed and all the other students had left 
for home. I was sitting alone at my desk with my elderly 
teacher Master Sher Muhammad sitting nearby. I was panic- 
struck with my heart in my mouth because of what I did 
that morning. Master Sher Muhammad found a Rupee note 
lying on the field during the break. The moment he Picked it 
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yefore the others could get wind of it, I shouted: “Sir! 


qente belongs to me.” 


ay did I do this? Perhaps because my parents were poor 
„they couldn't afford to provide pocket money. Everyday 
jyould longingly look at the other pupils buying ice creams 
mM sweets but I would turn away on finding my pockets 
aly. Anyway, Master Sher Muhammad handed the note 
meand I promptly thrust it into my pocket. 


wever, I felt as though the note is about to hop out of my 
wtet and scream: “You spoke a lie! You are a liar!” I don’t 
yong to you.” I considered tossing the note out of my 
xet and admitting my folly before Master Sher 
whammad. However, the presence of other children 
ynpened my courage. When classes resumed after the 
| beak, my Nerves were stretched taut with anxiety. When 
he buzzer for dismissal sounded, Master Sher Muhammad 
‘ilated that I stay behind. I remained seated at my desk 
shist all the other children had left for home. Now when 
luster Sahib raised his eyes in my direction, I saw that they 
we brimming with a gleam of affection. Very 
ympathetically, he asked: “What's wrong? Son! You look 
fey terrified?” I couldn't hold on any longer. The tears 
wled up in my eyes and I started weeping profusely. With 
itemble in my voice, I submitted: “Sir! The note didn't 
Mong to me. I spoke a lie and acquired it from you. I 
nder why? Perhaps because I am an awful boy. A very 


"N boy indeed...” 


ater Sher Muhammad very compassionately passed his 


“f over my head and said: “No! No! Why do you consider 
Miself an awful child? Whatever you did was unbecoming. 





“4 repeat this in future. You are a very honest and 
tei OO but never an awful child. Always remember 
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May Allah 3 shower His mercy upon Master Sher 


Muhammad. His affectionate conduct chalked out r 
direction of life. He didn't mention this incident tocat 
neither my parents nor to anyone else. However, he starteg 
paying more attention towards me. Whenever I got goog 
marks or I performed well, he would congratulate me ang 
boost my courage. Occasionally he would reward me with 
cash prizes. From then on, I didn't do anything so foolish. | 
put all my heart into my studies and always attained a high 


position in class. 


If Master Sher Muhammad punished me on that day or if he 

declared me a thief or a deceitful child, I would have 

perhaps been such a person today. Then my train of 

thoughts turned to young Salman. His terrified face before 

my eyes! Goodness me! A child is starving for a few kind 
and sweet words. Although I didn’t call him a bad boy before 
this, I however reprimanded him a number of times in front 
of the other kids. He was true in his assertion that nobody 
looks at the good he does. Nobody encouraged him in his 
good actions. Just last week, he picked up a terrified kitten 
and holding it close to his chest he brought it into the 
classroom. In an incensed tone I asked: “What is this?” He 
nervously replied: “The poor thing was running about on the 
road. For fear of it being run over by a car, I brought it 


inside.” 


At that moment young Salman was very frantic over his 
kitten. His action indicated his sincerity of heart. He needed 
to be applauded for his warmth but what did I do? I yelled: 
“Go and place the kitten in the office and wash your hands 
and return to the classroom as soon as possible.” 


On a few occasions I even saw young Salman dusting his 
muddy shoes before entering the classroom. One day I saw 
him hand over all his pocket money to a crippled beggar. 
Quite often, I saw him closing the classroom door very 
gently. So did I ever congratulate him on any of these 
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ang) Did I ever applaud him with a few kind and 


"aawords? The answer is in the negative. 

we next day, 1 called young Salman. I light-heartedly 
„œd him on his back and said: “Salman! Yesterday I 
ged you a bad boy. Son! I am sorry. This was wrong of 
æ You are not a bad boy even if you sometimes tend to 
gome a bit mischievous. I also saw you doing deeds. For 
ante, the other day I saw your younger brother fighting 
your sweet. I noticed that you gave him the whole 
wet. Similarly, last year I observed that you produced 
we good results. Also I noticed that you had full 
uendance in August. Son! You really are a good boy. Keep 
wallthe good work!” 


inistening to me, young Salman’s face lit up with joy and 

waid: "Sir! I will always strive to do good.” Thereafter, I 

wti found young Salman well behaved. On those rare 

wasions when his mischievousness got the better of him, I 
mld instantly recall Master Sher Muhammad. I would then 
ue him aside and advise him with love and affection. 
tenever 1 see him doing well, I applaud him either with a 
wsweet words or with a smile or by shaking his hands. 
his conduct brought about a drastic change in young 
Aiman. He eventually relinquished his detrimental habits. 


ha few years, young Salman became renown for his 
figence and graciousness. He even excelled in the field of 
thetics, The day he passed his matric with a distinction, 
mjoy knew no limits. After all, a few sweet words from the 
-cher certainly brings about a positive change. 


smile - A Ray of Light in Darkness 
Asile is a symbol of life. A smile is like a ray of light 
Xnetrating the gloom of life. A smile is an expression 


Tmeying intimacy with life. Although a smile seems 
“sgnificant, it promises inestimable riches. A smile is a 
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form of tranquillity that enhances the beauty of tif Ti 
enlivens the moments of the day. A smile dispels glooms 
and substitutes it with love. A smile is a credible indication 
that the person smiling is free of malice. A smile offers a vei 
to every type of anguish and conceals the agony behind its 
veil. It does not expose the vicissitudes of life. A smile 
conveys a message of joy within the dismal moments of life. 
In other words, it appears as a ray of light within the gloom. 


A smile offers some courage of life. A smile is absolutely 
free. It does not require any gifts or cash and it is free of 
any form of greed. It is a gift both rich and poor can vey 
well afford. A sincere smile provides an uncontaminated 
friend. A smile is like an outfit that looks pleasant on 
everyone. It enhances the dignity of the face. In today’s 
time when a person is unable to express the highs and lows 
of life to everyone, a smile absorbs the ebb and flow of life 
and provides tranquillity to the face. The impact of a word 
delivered with a smile is long lasting. A smile conquers the 
hearts and it wins over the most vicious enemy. A smile has 
the ability to turn the most inflexible of hearts to wax. It 
makes circumstances a bit more pleasant for us. It is likea 
flower providing long-lasting fragrance. A smile turns the 
face into a brilliant moon and it is a reflection of the purity 
of the heart. A smile is like a precious gem illuminating the 
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A assist him in building up a spiritual bond with Allāh 


# ye him feel that he is not a forlorn orphan; his father 


PT to take care of him. If, Allah 3 forbid, you are 


eAystricken, make clear to the child that in tough times 
„ey doesn't solve any problem. Allāh 4 alone solves all 
shems. Convince him to make Du‘a whenever he has a 
„hem. Make Du'å to build the firm conviction that Allah 3z 
wp eadicates all difficulties. Allah 3 alone replaces illness 
health. The intention of Allah 3 is sufficient to bring 


miting into existence. Whenever He wants, however He 
wt from wherever He wants and with whosoever He 
ants, Allah 36 will solve the problem. He has absolute 


thority. 


"DP, ~~ 


we Alah & has absolute authority over every issue and 


we He alone transforms difficulties to ease and makes the 
nossible possible, what is your responsibility as a father? 
lone we will show you. Before reading any further, and if 
sl ror Wudu followed by two Rak‘ats of Nafl Salah 
wimake Du'a: “O Allah! Grant me the understanding of 
|M As a father, give me the ability to fulfil my rights in 


| aing my children.” 


arin mind that in order to make the child's life, the father 


dreariness of life. A smile is like a friend lending a hand ; | isto be extremely patient during the course of raising his 
times of distress. A smile offers hope and the courage | ken, lf vou are bothered by any of his actions, don’t fall 


life. A smile is like a glittering star on a dark night: © 1 etyan angry outburst and lose control like some women 
provides light and direction. On close scrutiny, a smile |ü Control your emotions. Bear in mind your 


hla Uyi Lat a GER 2 unsafe sone 'sponsibilities. Ponder over the incidents dealing with the 
smile can be exploited to promote feelings of love and it can — kWtearance of the Ambiya #3. Look at the scale of the love, 
replace the gloom of society with security and peace. ‘impathy and profound sincerity the guardians of this 


Inman cherished during the course of reforming this 
mah. Ask the reformers of the Ummah what a gruelling 
\tarbiyat is. Tarbiyat entails sympathy, welfare, advice, 
Mlence and love. If someone asks, “What is the most 
“tanding job in this world?” The answer is: “Tarbiyat 
Mitianship).’ Tarbiyat entails breaking your head, 
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Recognise Your Status 
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Allah 4 has made you a father. This is a great favour of 
Allah 4. The right of this favour is that you assist your son 
in all his requirements and problems. You should boost his 
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whittling down your skin to the bones and wringing out the 
marrow from your bones. The components of Tarbiyat are 
self-control, generosity of spirit, forbearance, Self-restraint, 
soundness of mind and spirit and profound earnestness aij 
blended with a smile. 


The Ideal Father 


7 eth for his spiritual well-being should be the ar 
P onem for his physical well-being. His time shou 

f aged just as one manages his hard-earned money. 
* gure time must be closely watched. 





never! The ideal father will be well compensated on the 


p f judgement for his good nature, kindness, 
gllessness, Compassion towards his wife and children and 
w altempting to lead his children towards piety and 
wads the service of Din. However, he will not be 
quatded for distancing his children from himself or for 
ngntening them into submission or for depriving them from 


bn education, In fact, he may even be taken to task for 
wh behaviour, 


A murabbi (guardian) is never narrow-minded. He is not a 

spiritless coward. He is neither ill tempered nor malicious. 

He is not short-sighted nor is he a status-hunter. A guardian 
has to conduct himself as though he is on Pul Sirat every 
moment of the day. A bit of negligence or immaderation is 
bound to make him susceptible to erratic behaviour and hur 
him a long way off his objectives. A father should be much 
more sincere and sympathetic than others and his 
sentiments should be constantly focused on the well-being 
of the child. He should stay as far away from a caustic 
tongue and nasty temperament as the east is from the west. 
An ideal father does not reach his goal without incident as 
though he is flying uninterrupted through space. His 
pathway is strewn with thorns and stones. On the most 
rocky trails of fatherhood, an ideal! father is not overcome by 
the huge boulders strewn on his path. He merely changes 
his direction slightly and continues. 


isin no way implies that evil be allowed to flourish or that 
lefether should take no notice of the transgressions of his 
_tiidren or that he consents to whatever good or bad they 
This is not what is implied. He should be on his guard 
this admonishment should be: 


|, Concentrated on sternness rather than repetition so that 
the words carry Some weight. 

| The admonishment should not be unrelenting but wait 
for an opportune moment and admonish the child in an 
appropriate manner. 

1 There should be a difference between the admonishment 
ofamajor and a minor. Both should not be steered with 


Remember, in order to turn an unruly child into a polite 
child, there is no need to condemn or humiliate the child. He 
is not to be disgraced before his other siblings. He is not to 
be disheartened. He is not to be a target of verbal assault. 


He is not to be spoken ill of in society. He should be advised 
with affection. A spirit of aversion towards evil should be 
entrenched within his heart and soul. At an opportune 
moment, his mind should be moulded with wisdom and love. 
At the dead of night, heartfelt Du‘as are to be made for him. 
Du‘as are to be made for him after every Fard Salah. He 
should also be advised through his friends. During his 
formative years, he should be encouraged to choose good 
friends and favourable company. He must be protected from 
evil company just as he is protected from snakes and lions. 





the same stick. A bit of austerity and beating where 
necessary may be beneficial in the case of a minor but it 
would be detrimental in the case of a major. In fact, the 
father's responsibility towards his children is relatively 
waxed once they reach puberty. So, the elder children 
should be reared with psychology rather than coercive 
force because any form of coercion is temporary and by 
‘means long lasting. 
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Orphans in spite of the Presence of the Father? 


The heading to this chapter may seem quite strange to you 

It is rather unfortunate that if the child is guilty of juvenile 
misbehaviour or foolishness, instead of the father 
encouraging the child towards righteousness or instead of 
supporting him, the father conversely berates the child so 
ruthlessly that the child wishes his father drops dead. For 
instance, the father wants his elder son to join him in the 
family business. The son refuses to comply with the father’s 
wishes and he either opens up his own business or gets a 
job elsewhere. Now when the son suffers financial ruin or he 
is beset with some calamity, the father publicly broadcasts: 
“My son refused to adhere to my advice. He conforms to his 
father in law's advice or to the advice of his foolish friends. 
Now he will face the music. Now if he comes soliciting my 
help. I will drive him out of here. Now he will come to his 
senses.” etc., etc. 


Such abrasive declarations does not behove any father. 
Before the son steps foot in the world of employment, the 
Muslim father should refrain from assertively commanding 
the son to do something. Taking the son's intellectual 
capability into account, the father should firstly advise his 
son and counsel him as to what is appropriate and what is 
inappropriate. He should allow him a free reign. However, if 
he opts for something that is apparently detrimental, explain 
the disadvantages to him. However, in spite of this, he 
chooses to go ahead and he ‘suffers some ruin or 
experiences some prob!em or the other, place your hands on 
his shoulder and bolster his courage. Convince him that as 
long as Allah 3¢ keeps you alive, you will be there to assist 
him however possible. Give him an assurance that your 
wealth, abilities and everything else is available to him. If 
you have nothing, assure him that at least you will perform 
two Rak'‘ats of Salatul Hajat and make Du'd for him, There is 
nothing for him to be concerned about. However, this 
assurance should not be in the form of a derision or 
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d sincerity of the heart. Such a 
p will firstly make him realise his past obstinacy whilst 
H sincere advice will at any rate do away with his 
elation and annoyance and ultimately he will regard you 
„me of his greatest benefactors. 


yery but with deep-seate 


msh occasions, the father should ponder: “If I suppress 
wy anger, Allah 3 will reward me tremendously. My 


mdse wil be so much more vast. My status in the 
eater will be greatly elevated. On the other hand, if I fall 
edim to My nafs (desires) and Shaytan, what a crisis it will 
ase at home. Problems with the son, problems with the 
maws and if the wife sides with the son, it will add to the 
modems at home.” 


, make Du'a: “O Allah! Protect me from the deceptions of 
m Naf and Shaytan.” And tell the son: “Son! There’s 
| ‘thing to worry about. ‘The wayward of the morning is not 
wayward when he returns home in the evening’. Son! This 
sof fify thousand or five million is nothing to be troubled 
hut. If it is in our destiny, Allah 3 will replace it once 
man, Express gratitude that there was no loss of life and 
imp.’ Sympathise with your wife and children as well. There 
saways good in whatever happens. 


Inthis manner, not only your son but your daughter-in-law, 
wr son's in-laws, his friends, everyone will be taken with 
wu After your departure from this world, they will never 
met your good deeds and they will always remember you 


ntheir Du'as. 


Smilarly, whilst getting your son or daughter married, 
ibiiusly you would have some limitations but coercion 
tuld be out of the question. When contemplating over a 
mposal, always ascertain the wishes of the son / daughter 
inf their siblings as well. If you detect any displeasure, 
(termine the cause and if there is a good reason to decline 
le proposal, do not force the issue. And if their displeasure 
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is irrational, advise them with tact and wisdom. Give then 
time to think it over. Give them a choice of selecting thei 
own partner from the proposals they receive. Once they 
have exercised their options then only should you make a 
move. 


If the children are adamant and do what pleases them and 
they are ultimately faced with a disastrous situation - like 
the daughter is annoyed with her husband and comes away 
home or the son is upset with his wife and dumps her at her 
father’s home etc. - try and solve the problem with courage 
and forbearance. Don’t let your fury get the better of you 
and cast a host of barbed words at them. Avoiding saying 
things like: “You did what you wanted, now suffer the 
consequences. If you accepted my choice of partner, you 
wouldn't have been suffering like this today. I've always 
been telling you to comply with my wishes but you failed to 
yield, you unworthy scoundrel! You and your mother are the 
same! This ghastly mother of yours has ruined you. You 
have humiliated me. I have no legs to stand on anymore’. 
etc., etc. Such assertions make the heartbroken feel even 
more wretched. Your snide remarks only add more fuel to 
the fire. Your attitude will diminish all hope of the children 
ever recovering from their dejected state of mind. It may 
further dampen the spirits of the wife and children. On such 
occasions of marital problems, try tooth and nail to patch up 
and salvage the marriage. Converse with the in-laws ina 
very calm and composed manner. Notify both parties of 
their shortcomings and outline some plan of reconciliation. 
However the best you can do is to sincerely make Du'å for 
them in the darkness of the night. Beg Allah 3 to maintain 
tranquillity between them and make their children grow up 
in a pleasant atmosphere. 


Finally, the atmosphere at home should be favourable to the 
child. When the children are still young, and in Spite of 
persistent warnings, they make a mistake, for instance, in 
spite of repeated warnings the child rides his bicycle and 
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un and injures himself. Now, YOU yell at him: “You 


at fool! This is the outcome of your disobedience! 
# even think of coming to me for medicine!” or for 
gate, the child is a bit extravagant or the poor child 
jed à bit of extra oil on the head or he added a bit of 
„a sugar to the cream. Now the father bellows: “You 
pnt oll comes for free? Sugar falls from the sky? Your 
pers got a money-making machine?” Taubah! Taubah! 
jx! Such language is not befitting to a father. These are 
amed and foul words. They should never appear on the 
egectable father's lips. Such words are not becoming to a 
jysim father, 


then Rasulullah Æ entered Makkah as a victor after the fall 
iHakkah, it appears in the Hadith that Rasdlullah & was 
ing his camel with his face almost touching his knees in 
nity. Rasulullah x could have intimidated the 


-tsbelievers for challenging his authority in the past but he 
_pidoned them all and proclaimed: “There is no reproof 


against you today”. 


We father should be affectionate like this. If, in spite of 
idising the child, the child slips up, do not ridicule him but 
wise him with warmth and affection so that the child 
tevelops unflinching love for his father. 


hink about it; we are the disciples of which Nabt? Our Nabi 
twas an embodiment of mercy for all of mankind. Why 
int we at least become an embodiment of mercy to our 
tilden? The Nabi & which underwent such untold hardships 
“tthe hands of the disbelievers, when the same Nabi * 
wes as a victor into Makkah Mukarramah, someone 
hared: “Today is the day of flesh”. In other words, today 
*¥ disbelievers are sure to shed their blood on the streets 
Makkah, But Rasulullah # replied: “Nay, today is not the 
4 of Malhamah (flesh) but the day of Marhamah 
Meness)", He then graciously announced: “Today I 
“ion you all just as my brother Yusuf #8 pardoned his 
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_ significant spells of mischievousness and over their 
wlency to defy you. You will have to beg Allah a for 


anpassion within yourself as well your children. 


brothers who hurled him into the well and coloured his shin 
with goat’s blood claiming he was devoured by a wolf. When 
Yusuf *% was appointed the minister of Egypt, he calmed his 
brother’s fears saying: “Don’t panic. I have forgiven all of 
you.” In the same manner, "(O disbelievers of Makkah!) | 
grant amnesty to all who relentlessly harassed me”. 
Rasulullah # then proclaimed to his sworn enemies; 


“Whomsoever enters AbŪ Sufyan's house is safe y k ; 
Whomsoever closes his house door is safe. Whomsoever VEM "om the bottom of your heart and if appropriate, 
verbally express your forgiveness as well. When children 


lays down his arms is safe.” 

4 defy their father they are already liable for the divine 
wath of Allah 3. Now if the father refuses to pardon 
them, Allah % will also be angry with them. So what 


penever your children bother you, bear in mind the 
glowing four guidelines: 


Whenever they displease you, first and foremost forgive 


We are after all disciples of this compassionate Nabi x. So 
take courage and sustain your nerve. Pardon your children 


for the greatest of misdemeanours. Recite Durud Sharif good can be expected from one who draws the wrath of 

scrupulously at least a hundred times morning and evening. Nigh %? Therefore, in order to protect their worldly as 

Insha Allah, your heart will become soft. well as eternal life of the hereafter, forgive them without 
delay. 


Two Fatal Habits of the Father 
Thereafter beg Allah's % forgiveness on behalf of your 


Examine yourself as a father. You are now not only 3 | dildren, Not only should you exercise forbearance over 
Dueou to your wife but also a father to your i their annoyance or refrain from retaliatory action on 
deficiency on your part is set to have intermi | making a mistake or compassionately accommodate 
ape betaine le S212 SA. Herelnder ea | their harassment or forgive them altogether but you 
two habits, which we urge you to eradicate if, Allah % forbid, ould also not give up the concern for their religious as 
they are found in you. yell as their worldly well-being. Furthermore, since the 

ultimate form of well-being is the well-being of the 
A Nasty Tongue and a Harsh Temperament hereafter, ensure that you implore Allah 4 to protect 
It is a great blessing of Allah 4 in that He has bestowed you them from the punishment of the hereafter. 


with the honour of fatherhood. This is an ideal opportunity l 
for you to take care of this trust of Allah % so that you can |} Finally, with the aim of appeasing the children continue 
secure not only your hereafter but your tranquillity of this conferring with them in future matters as well. In other 
world as well. This can only be possible if you develop good words, just as you used to confer with them on a range 
traits like kind-heartedness, integrity, good manners, of issues prior to this particular blunder, maintain this 
Pip iwenes Raneicompeas sian: practice in the future as well. This will influence the 


children that their guardian or father does not harbour 


Liana eahfatienaiais tmp dtiu GA MO eh iy yee furthermore, it will impress 
1 


exercise patience over your children’s aggravation, over 
their deliberate and accidental actions, over their extensive | 
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upon them that the spirit of welfare the father had fry 
his children has not diminished in the least, 


4. Keep your spirits high. Never allow despondency ty 
creep over you. The Du'as and endeavours of the father 
may be a source of divine guidance only in the child's olg 
age. His endeavours sometimes bring about divine 
guidance after the death of the father. The father’s Du'as 
will unquestionably bring about something favourable, 
Allah 4 does not allow any good attempt to go in vain, 
The father’s Du'as and endeavours to guide, discipline 
and educate his children will indisputably bring benefit in 
its wake even if is after some time. 


Father’s Bequest to His Son 


Every Muslim male and female should write out his or her 
will. The hour of death is most uncertain. Who knows when 
he will be summoned to the after life? It should not be such 
that death comes striking at the door when some debt or 
other human rights are still outstanding. 


Committing one’s bequest to paper or even verbalising itis 
such a blessed undertaking that even the rebellious children 
will, in all likelihood, discharge the wishes of the father after 
his demise. There are a number of Ahadith emphasising the 
importance of making bequests within one’s lifetime. In 
extolling its virtues, a Hadith says: “He who leaves this 
world with Was/yyah (written or verbal bequest) is or the 
straight path. He has left this world on the path of the 
Sunnah. He has departed with Taqwa (Allah-consciousness) 
and Shahadah and he has died whilst all his sins have been 
forgiven.” ([Mishkat p.266] 


A detailed description of writing out one’s will is mentioned 
in the following Kitabs: 
1. Dini Oastarkhan 
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raiga-e-Wasiyyat 


af these books for an idea on how to go about structuring 
ot will These books contain detailed guidelines for 
sayone including ‘Ulama. Some of the points mentioned 
ye actually words of advice as well. The elders of the 
„shold should mention these words of advice to the 
unger ones, Read them attentively and read them out to 
mur children as well. You may even make them memorise a 


kw points of advice. 


mist advising his son, a saint said: “Son! Remember my 
pting words of advice and you will lead a life of fortune 
m meet the death of a martyr. Son! He who is content 
mh his lot remains independent of others. And he who 
as his eyes to the wealth of others will die poverty- 
wiken. He who is not satisfied with what Allah 45 has 
ned for him is as though he is reproaching the divine 
Weme of destiny. He who regards his sins as few will 
ward the sins of others as numerous and he who regards 
ls own shortcomings as numerous will regard the 
Hotcomings of others insignificant. He who divulges the 
wets of others, his own secrets will be exposed. He who 
(ews out a sword of rebellion will be killed with the same 
word. He who digs a well for his brother will fall into the 
sme well. He who sticks around with the foolish loses his 
el-tespect whilst he who stays in the company of the 
lama gains respect. He who exposes himself to places of 
Mis sure to be accused. O My beloved son! Always speak 
Me truth whether it is in your favour or against you. And 
fiance yourself from backbiting as it generates malice and 


mity in the hearts.” 
hstil the Significance of Zikrullah 


Au 'AbbaS bin Masrug # relates: “Whilst I was in Yemen, I 
a fisherman fishing on the sea shore. His young 


2. Ahkaém-e-Mayyit 


—— ___._ - w Y ne 
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hter was also seated to one side of him. Whenever he 
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netted a fish, he would keep it aside. His daughter wir. yg occupy your Own self in the Zikr of Allah 3 in front of 
1 Withoyy children. With this, make Ou'a: “O Allah! Make my 


the knowledge of the father, would fling the fish buck į 

the water. When the father turned around to count ee me mindful of Your Zikr and make them grateful.” It 
he saw the bag empty. When he asked his daughter tn yeas in the Hadith that Rasulullah x said: “If a person 
the fish, she replied: “Father! I heard you saying thate, _ ys/our things it is as though he is blessed with all the good 
beloved Rastlullah said: “The fish only gets caught inth ate Din and the dunya (world); the first is the tongue 
net when it is negligent of the remembrance of Allāh "sy waged in the Zikr of Allah Æ, the second is the heart 
I didn’t feel it appropriate to consume something that as  smlng with gratitude, third is the body patiently enduring 
negligent of the Zikr of Allah 4.” Upon hearing the response K of adversity and fourthly a wife who is not 
of the daughter, the father burst out crying and disposed o mhul in regards to herself and her husband's 

f pSESSIONS, [Extracted from Fadail-e-Zikr p.24 ] 


his net. (Safwatus Safwah] 
lay Allah 35 grant our future generations and us these four 


This is the Tarbiyat of our predecessors. The importance of ae 
Zikrullah was embedded into the hearts of the children Magi A Amin. 
such an extent that she couldn’t stand consuming the fish - 
a Halal source of nourishment - simply becana s | 
negligent of rain ang suey neo GH i lh is the most important obligation of Islam. It is one of 
aoe ee A i I M it effects of it in our homes lepilars holding up the structure of Islam. Rasulullah # is 
These children will become our shining stars to our eyes an aported to “a said: “Islam is structured upon five things} 
a source of comfort to our hearts. Such Tarbiyat is not vey H pe ere ay SY a SO eee bess Oe 
difficult. From a very tender age, attach the chici af lah schor e Zakat, Smiley and to 
Zikrullah (the remembrance of Allah +). Make him aware ieee if ER Ny Ps nea f Haj 

the fact that when a Muslim remembers Allah + he i isere the fast of Ramadan. [Mishkat vol.1 p.68] 
protected from Shaytān and when he is negligent of Allah ¥, anding just one Salah intentionally is a major sin and a 
san of Kufr (disbelief). 


Shayt&n brings about evil thoughts into the heart. 
sigh # is reported to have said: “The distinction 


Make the child write and learn Du'as from the Kitab, 
K QUE Gene teas a kween a Muslim servant and Kufr is the discarding of 
wih," (Migat vol.2 p.113] In other words, intentionally 


home. On page 59 of this book, Shaikhul Hadith 
rahmatuhHahi alaih numerates a hundred benefit | A 
enefits of Zikrof | rearding the Salah could lead a person to Kufr. 


Allah 3s. At appropriate occasions, explain each virtue of Zikr 
in a manner that the child commits it to memory. Teach the 2 
children all the one hundred virtues and then m M Rsitullah ¥ is also reported to have declared: “The 
compete with one another to determine who knows mor ference between us and them (the disbelievers) is the 
Wgation of Salah. So he who discards the Salah has 


and reward the winner with a suitable present. 
| Smmitted an act of Kufr (disbelief).” (mirgdt vol.2 p.116) 
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netted a fish, he would keep it aside. His daughter, without 


the knowledge of the father, would fling the fish back int 
the water. When the father turned around to count his fish 
he saw the bag empty. When he asked his daughter about 
the fish, she replied: “Father! I heard you saying that our 
beloved Rasulullah # said: “The fish only gets caught in the 
net when it is negligent of the remembrance of Allah x.” So 


I didn’t feel it appropriate to consume something that was 
negligent of the Zikr of Allah 36.” Upon hearing the response 


of the daughter, the father burst out crying and disposed of 
his net. (Safwatus Safwah] 


This is the Tarbiyat of our predecessors. The importance of 
Zikrullah was embedded into the hearts of the children to 
such an extent that she couldn’t stand consuming the fish - 
a Halal source of nourishment - simply because it was 
negligent of Zikrullah and spiritual negligence has no 
connection with us Muslims. Today if we launch a similar 
effort, we will also witness the effects of it in our homes. 
These children will become our shining stars to our eyes and 
a source of comfort to our hearts. Such Tarbiyat is not very 
difficult. From a very tender age, attach the child to 
Zikrullah (the remembrance of Allah 4). Make him aware of 
the fact that when a Muslim remembers Allah $ he is 
protected from Shayta&n and when he is negligent of Allah &, 


Shaytan brings about evil thoughts into the heart. 


Make the child write and learn Du'as from the Kitab, 
‘MasnGn Du'åeń’^. Read out the book, ‘Fadail-e-Zikr' at 
home. On page 59 of this book, Shaikhul Hadith 
rahmatullahi ‘alain numerates a hundred benefits of Zikr of 
Allah äg. At appropriate occasions, explain each virtue of Zikr 
in a manner that the child commits it to memory. Teach the 
children all the one hundred virtues and then make them 
compete with one another to determine who knows more 
and reward the winner with a suitable present. 
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w occupy your own self in the Zikr of Allah 4% in front of 


y dildren. With this, make Du'a: “O Allah! Make my 
en mindful of Your Zikr and make them grateful.” It 
pers in the Hadith that Rasulullah % said: “If a person 
ysfour things it is as though he is blessed with all the good 
dhe Din and the dunya (world); the first is the tongue 
aged in the Zikr of Allah a, the second is the heart 
yinming with gratitude, third is the body patiently enduring 
fms of adversity and fourthly a wife who is not 


aaithful in regards to herself and her husband’s 
mSSESSIONS," (Extracted from Fad4il-e-Zikr p.24] 


ly Miah & grant our future generations and us these four 


“Sissings. Amin. 


Importance of Salah 


uh is the most important obligation of Islam. It is one of 
leoillars holding up the structure of Islam. Rasdlullah # is 
ported to have said: “Islam is structured upon five things} 
btestify that there is none worthy of worship besides Allah 
m Muhammad # is His servant and messenger, to 
sablish Salah, to discharge Zakat, to perform Hajj and to 
hene the fast of Ramadan. [Mishkat vol.1 p.68] 


liscarding just one Salah intentionally is a major sin and a 
sgn of Kufr (disbelief). 


lwih % is reported to have said: “The distinction 
| kween a Muslim servant and Kufr is the discarding of 
Mah,” (mirgat vol.2 p.113) In other words, intentionally 
dsregarding the Salah could lead a person to Kufr. 


lsilulah % is also reported to have declared: “The 
lifeence between us and them (the disbelievers) is the 
ligation of Salah. So he who discards the Salah has 
‘mitted an act of Kufr (disbelief).” (mirg&t vol.2 p.116 J 


e ee 
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Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin Shaqiq rahmatulléhi ‘alain a y; 
Says: “The companions of Rasulullah # didn't consider the 
discarding of anything other than Salah to be an ag e7 
Kufr.” In other words, during the time of the Sahåbah 4, 


only a disbeliever would intentionally omit his Salih, 
[Tirmidhi, Mirqat vol.2 p.119] 


bi'ie 


Hadrat Abu Darda # reports: “My beloved friend, Rasulullah 
% advised me: ‘Do not assign anything as partners unto 
Allāh even if you are cut into pieces or set ablaze. And don't 
ever omit a Fard Salah intentionally because he who 


deliberately neglects a Salah is free of Allah's responsibility.” 
[Ibn Majah, Mirqg&t vol.2 p.119] 


In a letter addressed to all the administrative officers and 
governors of the Muslim empire, Hadrat ‘Umar Faruq 4 
wrote: “According to me, Salah is the most important of all 
your undertakings. He who is concerned about his Salah and 
continues to safeguard it, he will safeguard the rest of his 
Din as well. And he who neglects his Salah is bound to be 
more neglectful of the rest of Din.” (Muatté, Mirgat vol.2 p.126] 
It clearly appears from the aforementioned Ahadith that 
upholding Sal&h is a distinctive feature of a Muslim anda 
sign of Im&n. Any form of deliberate disregard for Salah is a 
sign of Kufr and Nifag (disbelief and hypocrisy). Apart from 
the importance and virtues of Salah on the whole, every 
Salah has certain distinctive features that sets it apart from 
the rest of the Salahs. Hereunder we mention a few 
characteristics and virtues of Fajr Salah in the light of the 
Ahadith. This will further enhance the importance of Fajr 
Salah. 


Performance of Fajr offers the Protection of Allah % 


Hadrat Jundub Qusri « relates that Rasdlullah x said: “He 
who observes the Fajr Salah admits himself into the 
protection of Allah 36. So Allah Ta‘ala should never demand 


his protection (back) from him. He from whom Allah % 
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M His protection, Allah a will apprehend him and 
„m face-first into the fire of hell.” [Sahih Muslim, Mirqat 


Mo o 

P is Hadith it appears that he who performs his Fajr 
"properly on time has fulfilled his obligation and he 
ais himself into the protection and custody of Allah 2. 
pee is no question of any harm afflicting a person in the 
section of Allah %. On the contrary, a person who 
ges his Fajr Salah has failed to fulfil his obligation. Now 
wo Ne fails in his obligation, he will also be deprived of 
yedivine Obligation (protection) of Allah 3. In fact he is a 


mml and Allh Æ has all the right to reclaim his 
medion. And if Allah 4% does not pardon him, he is 
med to hell. May Allah 36 protect us all. Amin. 
















te aforementioned Hadith appears in Sahih Muslim. 
wher Hadith of a similar nature appears in Tirmidhi: 
hnuulah % said: “He who observes his Fajr Salah comes 
ty the protection of Allah. So let not Allah demand His 
nection back from any one of you.” (In other words, Allah 
Evil protect you if you perform your Fajr Salah and He will 


ittake you to task.) [Tirmidhi in Abwabul-Fitan vol.2 p.9] 


Mm Tirmidhi rahmatullahi 'alaih records this Hadith in the 
haters dealing with Fitan (trials and misfortunes to afflict 
ts Ummah). Although this Hadith doesn’t make any 
tation of any Fitnah, Imam Tirmidhi mentions this Hadith 
hitis chapter to indicate that the person or nation who is 
Wtiular about their Fajr Salah will be protected from all 
es of Fitnahs. So the most effective form of protection 
™ all types of Fitnah in this age is the proper 
formance of Fajr Salah with Jama‘at. This will surely 
Wantee us the protection of Allah 4%. Also it would deliver 


son His wrath and protect us from all types of 
sities, May Allah Ta‘ala grant us all the divine guidance 


a 


"tice accordingly. Amin. 
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Obligatory Salah is Better than Sleep 


From the time of Rastlullah % up to this present day, in the 
Azan of Fajr, every Muazzin proclaims after Hayya ‘Alas. 
Salah and Hayya ‘Alal-Falah: “As-Salatu Khairum-Minap 
Naum.” (Fard) Salah is better than sleep. 


In the silent atmosphere of dawn, this proclamation of the 
Muazzin should be well-heeded by every Muslim cherishing a 
spark of Iman in his heart. Normally Shaytan will lead you 
to believe that if you get up for Fajr Salah you will be 
depriving yourself of vital sleep, your health will be affected, 
you won't get a chance to sleep later on etc., etc. 


Allah Ta‘ala and His Rasûl # have dispelled all such doubts 
by proclaiming: “Fard Salah is far better than sleep.” It is 
better in terms of the hereafter and in terms of this world as 
well. It is better for the spiritual well being as well as the 
physical health. In every aspect, Fard Salah is better than 
sleep. 

Yes, if a person does not get the required sleep - which is at 
least six hours and no more than eight hours - at night, he 
may sleep after sunrise or he may fulfil the Sunnah of the 
afternoon siesta. The best is to develop a habit of retiring 
early at night. We will, Insha Allah, discuss this at length in 
the near future. 


The person who performs his ‘Isha and Fajr Salahs with 
Jama‘at acquires the Thawab (reward) of the whole night's 
‘Ibadat. 


Hadrat ‘Uthman # reports that Rasdlullah x said: “He who 
performed his ‘Isha Salah with Jamâ'at is as though he 
spent half the night in ‘Ibadat and he who performed his 
Fajr Salah with Jama'‘at is as though he Spent the whole 
night in ‘Ibadat. (Sahih Muslim, Mirgat vol.2 p. 145] 


ai, 
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se Maghrib Salah when the blanket of darkness 
ae an exhausted man returns home after a tiring 
A ork, he finds it rather difficult to go to the Musjid for 
k lch. The gloom, fatigue, as well as the distraction of 
‘wil and children further add to this difficulty. This is 
we person who marshals his courage and performs his 
i salah with Jamâ'at acquires the reward of half the 
aof Ibadat. Awakening for the Fajr Salah seems even 
ee quelling. The light breeze of dawn draws the 
fet into an even deeper sleep. Getting up at such a 
ye to perform Salah (with Jama‘at) entitles one to the 
awd of the whole night of ‘Ibadat. And if a person 
forms both, the ‘Isha as well as Fajr Salahs with Jaméa‘at, 
(sas though he performed Tahajjud Salah all night long. 
yuh a bit of courage, the parents can acquire this 
mendous Thawab for themselves as well as other 
sembers of the household. 


wofthe points inferred from the Hadith is that only the 
yon who goes to bed with the intention of getting up for 
Yih with Jama‘at will really be able to perform his Fajr 
iih with Jama‘at. Such a person does not fall into a 
wigent slumber but he is alert even in his sleep. He 
backs the time whenever his eyes open at night for fear of 
"sing his Fajr Salah. It is as though he is waiting for Salah 
‘night long. And he who waits for Salah receives the 
aad of unremitting Salah. It appears in the Hadith that 
laulud ¥ said: “When one of you waits for the Salah, it is 
though he is performing the Salah.” [Sahih Bukhari, Sahih 
| ‘ain, Mirgat vol.2 p.197] 


| r a 
hyels Congregate in the Fajr Salah 


BE makes special mention of the Fajr Salah and the 


pe therein in the following verse of the Holy 


' "Verily the Qur'an (recital) of Fajr is witnessed.” 
"ha verse 76) 


a 
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In the commentary of this verse Rasûlullâh % Ons 
“The Salah of Fajr is the time of the congregation of the 
angels. The angels of the day as well as the angels of the 
night congregate at this time.” [Tirmidhi vol.2 p.141] 


It appears in another Hadith that Rasulullah & said: “The 
angels of the day and night (appointed) over you humans 
change shift one after the other. All the angels congregate 
at the Salah of Fajr and ‘Asr. The angels of the night then 
ascend the sky and Allâh 3, Who is all-knowing asks them: 


“In what condition did you leave My servants?” They reply: 
“When we left them they were engaged in Salah and when 
we went to them they were engaged in Salah.” (Muttafay 
‘Alayh, Mirqat vol.2 p.142) 


The time of Fajr heralds the end of the night and the dawn 
of a new day and the time of ‘Asr Salah heralds the end of 
the day and the beginning of the night. In these two times, 
the angels of the day and night make a special appearance. 
How regrettable it would then be for a person to deprive 
himself of the blessed congregation of the illustrious angels 
at these times? So be more particular of the Salah of Fajr 
and ‘Asr whilst the men should ensure that they perform 
these two Salahs with Jama‘at at the Musjid. 


In one Hadith, after explaining the virtues of Azan, the 
virtue of the first Saff and the virtues of performing the Zuhr 
Salah in summer, Rasutlullah # said: “If the people only 
realized the reward of performing the Fajr and ‘Isha Salahs, 
they would certainly attend these Salahs even if they have 
to come crawling.” [Muttafaq ‘Alayh, Mirg&t vol.2 p.145] 


Rasulullah 2 also said: “No Salah is as taxing as Fajr and 
‘Isha Salah on a hypocrite. If they only realized the reward 
of these two Salahs they would most certainly come even jj 
they had to come crawling.” [Ibid] ~ a 


on Se a 
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“ ath Jamâ'at is Better than the Whole Night's 


gist! 
par bin Sulayman s narrates: “One day Hadrat 
„à failed to locate my father, Hadrat Sulayman bin 
wtathmah & in the Fajr Salah. Later in the day, en 
wetothe market, Hadrat Umar # stopped over at Hadrat 
yyman's house that was on the road to the market. As he 
ge tothe door, he met Hadrat Sulaymans mother, Hadrat 
wf. He enquired: “What's the problem? I didn’t see 
vaymar for Fajr this morning.” His mother replied: 
Yayman was engaged all night in Salah and he fell off to 
gap at the time of Fajr.” Hadrat ‘Umar # remarked: “I 
yud the performance of Fajr Salah with Jama‘at more 


rior than performing (Nafl) Salah all night long.” (Muatta 
an Malik, Mirgat vol.2 p.65) 








hglean a number of points from this Hadith: 

-Hagrat ‘Umar # detected the deficiency of Hadrat 
Sulayman in Salah. This indicates that the seniors should 
be vigilant of the character, morals and actions of their 
wbordinates. And Salah should take precedence over 
everything else. 


| Sah with the Jama‘at was of such great magnitude in 
the time of the Sahabah + that the absence of a Muslim 
fom the congregation was considered a matter of grave 


concern. 


|} Instead of engaging in ‘Ibadat all night long and 

| subsequently missing Fajr Salah or the Jama‘at of Fajr, it 
i better to Sleep at night and perform the Fajr Salah 
with Jamat. The Salah of Fajr is Fard; deliberately 
kaving it out is a major sin whereas the Salah and 
‘Ibadat of the night is Nafi (optional) and a source of 
abundant reward. Apart from this, the performance of 
Fait Salah with the congregation secures the reward of 
he whole nights ‘Ibadat. So common sense also 


~ 
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dictates that a person joins the Fajr Jam@at at all cost 
and refrains from staying awake all night long, > 
4. If there is an overriding fear of missing the Fajr Salah, it 
is incorrect to engage in ‘Ibadat all night long. So how 
can staying awake for futile pursuits ever be acceptable? 
This is why Rasulullah # despised futile conversation 
after the ‘Isha Salah; for fear of missing the Fajr Salah. 


Futile Conversation after ‘Isha is Makrih 


It appears in the Hadith that Rastlullah # disliked sleeping 


before ‘Isha and futile conversation after the ‘Isha Salah. 
[Muttafag ‘Alayh, Mirqat vol.2 p.129] 


However, there is no problem with discussions on Dini issues 
after the ‘Isha Salah. Also a traveller who wishes to remain 
awake whilst travelling engages in conversation or the 
husband and wife speak to each other or the student and 
teacher engage in some religious discussion etc., etc. all this 
is permitted. Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas # says: “Engaging 
in ‘Ilm for a little while at night is better than the ‘Ibadat of 
the entire night.” [Sunan Darmi, Mirqgat vol.1 p.207] 


However, this liberty will only apply if one does not miss the 
Fajr Salah since there is no reward in discarding a Fard for a 
Nafl (optional). Nonetheless, even for a student of Din it is 
better to retire early after the ‘Isha Salah and wake up early 
to study or to memorise because a little time spent studying 
in the wee hours of the morning is far better for the body 
and mind than studying all night long. 


May Allah 3¢ grant us the divine ability to fulfil our Faraid 
and WaAjibat (obligations) promptly. Amin. 


The Faraid and Wajibat take precedence qver Nawiafil 


It is extremely vital for every Muslim and religious person to 
take cognisance of the Shari arrangement of the Faraid, 


TR 
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a and Mustahab ruling governing 
Snn, otherwise even a religious person is 


‘ . iam, 
vis 0 ja a vortex of practical and dogmatic 


0 be mired in 


je 





pus of the Shariah, the Faraid and Wajibat take 
ee over all other forms of edicts. The status of 
ails (ar inferior to that of Faraid and Wajibat. If a 
gn devotes himself to the Mustahabbat and discards the 
i and Wajibat, he is guilty of a blunder of epic 
yitions and this is a true reflection of his ignorance of 
h Aso the proximity one gains with Allah 3 through the 


spit and Faraid cannot be compared to the proximity he 
ygain with Nawafil, 

















pat Mujaddid Alfe Thani rahmatullShi ‘alaih writes in one 
{hs dissertations: “The actions by which one could gain 
= proximity to Allah % are either Fard (compulsory) or 
ii (optional) but in comparison to Fard, Nafl is of no 
wulcance. The fulfilment cf a single Fard act is more 
Wor to the performance of a thousand years of Nafl 


«tons even if they are performed with utmost sincerity.” 
‘hit Mujaddid Alfe Thani p.26) 


aphasising on the importance of Fajr Salah with Jamâô'at, 
iwites in another dissertation: “The performance of the 
wRak'ats of Fajr Salah with Jama‘at is a Sunnah. It is far 
ywior than standing all night in Nafl Salah and performing 


lefajr Salah without Jama’at.” [Maktdb no.152 Irshadat Mujaddid 
Ye Thani p.44) 


heAbomination of Sleeping in the Morning 


lel the importance of the time of the morning, most of 
pious predecessors detested sleeping even after the Fajr 
bih, except if there was some valid excuse like weakness 


tss etc, They prove this aversion from the following 
Went: 


~ 
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Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar & once passed by a perso 
sleeping after the Fajr Salah. Hadrat ‘Abdullah & shook him 
awake and remarked: “Don’t you know that Allah % pays 
particular attention to His creation at this part of the 
morning and out of His sheer mercy He admits a great 
number of people into Jannah.” (Majma'uz Zawaid Lil-Haythami 
vol.2 p.70) 


The Holy Qur'an also mentions that where the night is made 
for resting, the day is made for earning a livelihood. Allah x 
says: “We have created the night as clothing and the day as 
a time for livelihood.” [Sdrah Naba] 


According to another Hadith Rasdlullah # is reported to have 
declared: “Sleeping in the morning hinders sustenance. 
[Majma'‘uz Zawaid vol.4 p.111) 


The Morning — A Time of Immense Barkat 


According to numerous Ahdadith, the early part of the 
morning is a very blessed part of the day. Any form of 
religious or even permissible worldly task carried out in the 
early morning is sure to be full of blessing. 


There are a number of narrations related by Hadrat ‘Al, 
Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin Mas'ûd, Hagrat ‘Abdullah bin Salam, 
Hadrat Jabir, Hadrat Anas, Hadrat ‘Aishah, Hadrat ‘Abdullah 
bin ‘Abbas and Hadrat Abu Bakr æ, in which Rasilullah % 
made the following Du‘a: 


eS Ea” PP 
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“O Allah! Bless my Ummah in their affairs of the early morning.” 
[Majma uz Zawdid vol.4 p.102-106] 


Hadrat ‘Imran bin Husain & relates: “Whenever Rasilullah # 
wished to dispatch an expedition, he would do so in the 
early part of the morning and he would say: “righ has 
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7 amendous Barkat (blessings) for my Ummah in the 


| trem . n ; 

7 part of the morning. [Ibid] 

at lishah radiallâhů ‘anhé narrates that Rasûlullāh # 
“a'Search for your Rizq (sustenance) in the morning 
use the morning is a time of blessing and success.” 


j 


ly word Rizq in the Arabic language is a very 
mpehensive word, Whether it is agriculture or commerce, 
gemie pursuits or physical actions, whether one is in 
w of spiritual nourishment or physical well-being, 
iher it is basic studies or mere meditation, chores within 
xime Or errands outside the house, the early part of the 
anng is the ideal and blessed time to carry out these 
wis Any work carried out at this time guarantees Barkat 
sings) and ease and there is a greater hope of success. 


W, the mental, physical and spiritual faculties are more 
tand fresh at this part of the morning. This makes the 
nk more productive and easier. Also, this time attracts the 
wal mercy of Allah %. So each and every person should 


rail himself of this valuable time. 
lnaging in Dini Activities after the Fajr Salah 


lsilulh # is reported to have said: “The person who 
mains seated after the Fajr Salah and thereafter performs 
M Rak'ats of Chasht Salah without saying or doing 
tting other than good in the intervening period, all his 
“Swill be forgiven even if they are equivalent to the foam 


Ihe sea," fabo Dawild, Mirqåt vol.2 p.203) 


MENI Qari rahmatullahi ‘alaih writes in the commentary 
stadt: “A person will acquire this virtue whether he 
‘INS seated in the Musjid or he returns home and 
Mis n Zikr or meditation or whether he engages in 
by Sar learning Din or he makes Tawaf of the K‘abah. 


‘uch cases, he will attain the virtues.” 
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Hadrat Thanwi rahmatullahi ‘alaih says: “On the advice of 

doctor or medical practitioner, if one takes a walk after te 
Fajr Salah to remain fit and healthy, he will, Insha allah, 
also attain the Thawab (provided he does not engage in evi 
talk) because taking care of one’s health is also vital. The 
performance of Dini obligations is based upon good health.” 


Hadrat Jabir bin Samurah & relates: “After the completion of 
his Fajr Salah, Rasulullah # would remain seated in a cross- 
legged position until the sun had fully risen.” (Abi Dawid, 
Mirqat vol.9 p.89] 


From other narrations it appears that Rasulullah % also 
engaged in Dini discussions with the Sahabah «. at this time, 


Strategy for Rising Early 


Subsequent to the study of the aforementioned Ahadith, the 
only outstanding issue now is how to rise early in the 
morning. The compulsion of Sal&h is accepted and the sin of 
discarding Salah is indisputable. No Muslim contests this, 
but in spite of this awareness, people still find it difficult to 
get up in the morning. So what is the solution to this 


problem? 


There are three solutions to deal with this problem, concern, 
courage and Du’a. If these three are found, no other 


solution will be required. 


1. Concern. 
In other words there should be a genuine concern for Salah. 


He should have a fear of Allah's % punishment for sleeping 
through the Salah time and the dread of misfortune 
afflicting his property. He should harbour a profound fear of 
his Dint and worldly affairs lacking Barkat. He should have 
the feeling of impending catastrophe for sleeping at this 
blessed time and he should cherish the hope of acquiring the 
mercy and blessings of Allah 3. He should have faith in the 
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p Allâh 4 and he should look forward to the 
fou x, He who acquires the pleasure of Allah 4% 


ott ‘idly as well as eternal prosperity. Bearing in 
ge Y ementioned points will cultivate a concern 
d A „eart and this will in turn assist him in getting up 
int 


fil 
a oe of US knows that if we have to catch a flight or 
“any in the Morning or we have some important work 
“ter to, our eyes not only open on time but we have a 
ajseep with our eyes opening up every now and again. 
«cis due to anxiety. The same anxiety should be 
syentrated upon Salah as well. In fact the concern should 
mwe because if you miss your flignt or train, you only 
Je worldly loss but if you miss your Salah you could face 
amin this world as well as the next. 









| Courage. 

iis the spirit that enables a person to carry out a 
enngly impossible task. It is due to this very courage 
nlenables a person to get out of a warm cuddly bed into 
Mreezing cold. On the contrary, if a person lacks resolve, 
ti bound to languidly slouch in bed even after an 
fnterupted eight hour nap. Courage is also vital in rising 
iin the morning. Upon awakening, instead of stretching 
yaning, sit up and recite the Masnun Du'‘as. Recite 
ime form of Zikr or start reciting a verse of the Holy 


lean, 


‘reported that RasUlullah Æ used to recite the last Rukî' 





‘Sah Al-'Imrân upon awakening. Then bolster your spirit 
Mimp out of bed. Upon awakening, if a person relaxes in 
“and continues yawning and changing sides or goes 
‘per under his duvet, his eyes will only open after 
Wise, So instead of leisurely climbing out of bed, the only 
‘tion is just to jump out of bed. This is courage. 


O a 
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3. Du'‘a. 
In other words, recite the Masnun Du'as before 


bed and also make Du‘a unto Allah 3 to assist you 
up for the Fajr Salah. 


retiring to 
in getting 


Additional Strategies 
1. Don’t overeat at night. Take a short stroll after supper. 
2. Retire to bed as early as possible. 


3. Refrain from chatting to friends and associates over the 
phone after the ‘Isha Salah. However, conversation 
between the couple, ‘Ilmi engagements and the 
conversation of a traveller are exempted by the Hadith 
itself. (Majma'uz Zawdaid vol.2 p.62, Shamail Tirmidhi -Hadith Ummu 
Zara'] So a fleeting chat or necessary discussion is fine as 
long as the Salah is not missed. 


4. Recite the last few verses of Sûrah Kahf - from “Innal 
Lazina Amant wa ‘Amilus-Sélihat...up to the end of the 
Sirah — and implore Allah 3g to rouse you at a certain 


time. Insha Allah, your eyes will open at the appropriate 
time and from then on your duty is to make sure you get 
out of bed. [Tarbiyatus S&lik vol.2 p.203) 

S. Set your alarm clock. 


6. Appoint a person you are informal with, to awaken you 
up for Fard Salah at all costs. When he awakens you up 
or the alarm clock buzzes, make sure you leave your 
bed. 


If the eyes still fail to open in spite of all these strategies, 
then what? 


If a person really implements the aforementioned strategies 
gleaned from the Qur'an, Sunnah and the sayings of the 
pious predecessors, he can Insha Allah, be sure of success. 
A sincere effort and profound courage coupled with the 
aforementioned strategies will dispel all forms of negligence 


SSS EE a eee 
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d Insha Allah, he will be able to perform 
agence an ; AY 

i „p timeously with Jamaiat. 

a) sae 

her hand, if he implemented all the strategies, he 
Y acting in courage or concern and he made a firm 
A to get up for Fajr Salah but his eyes 
dentally failed to open whereby he missed his Salâh, 
ril not be deemed sinful in the eyes of the Sharrah. In 
vy of taking all precautions and applying all possible 
„ies to get up in the morning a person sleeps so 
ay that his eyes can’t open for Fajr Salah, he is 
gained and excsed, He is not to be blamed. Rasulullah 
ireported to have said: “The pen (recording the deeds) is 
wai ftom three people; the person sleeping until he 
mens, à child until he reaches puberty and an insane 


ot until he regains sanity.” [Abd Dawid, Ddrmi, Mirqdt vol.6 
1M) 


















vihe person who in spite of the firm intention and in spite 
mlementing the strategies fails to awaken is considered 
fur (excused), because there was no deliberate 
sgression on his part. Rastlullah # is reported to have 
#1 ‘There is no transgression in sleep. Transgression 


tus only in the state of wakefulness.” (Sahih Muslim, Mirq&t 
Ald p.135) 


za 


hn Delay in the Performance of Qada Salah 


Welly it has been observed that when someone misses 
SSalh, he reflects that since the time for the Salah has 
wdy run out, he will perform it at his leisure. So he 
‘tually goes back to sleep or engages in some other 
ity, Sometimes he performs his Qada of Fajr with his 
“Sah. This is in total contrast to the approach 
toyed by Rasulullah 3. 


ilâh is reported to have advised: “When a person 
W to perform his Salah or he oversleeps, he should 
Yeamends by performing it (the moment) he remembers 


ee 
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it.” According to another narration: "There is no 
reparation for this.” (muttafaq ‘Alayh, Mirqat vol.2 p.135) $ 


For this reason, the ‘Ulama are unanimous that it 5 
incorrect to needlessly delay the Qada Salah. In fact some 
of the jurists are of the opinion that one should not eve, 
wait for the Makruh time to pass but he should perform hic 
Qada Salah the moment he awakens irrespective of the 


time. 


Nonetheless, if it is a Makruh (time), one should wait a litte 
while and then perform the Qada Salah the moment the 
Makrah time elapses. This is the directive of Rasulullah 4 


All the same, get out of bed the moment your eyes open 
and strive to perform the Salah as soon as possible as this 
was the instruction of Rastlullah %. Also, who knows when 
death will strike? Perhaps he will miss his Salah altogether 
without Compensating it with Qada. As a consequence, he 
will be guilty of a major sin. May Allah 3 protect us all. 


Amin. 
Impulsive Sunnah 


Hadrat Maulana Fagir Muhammad Sahib rahmatullahi alain 
was a Khalifah of Hadrat Thanwi rahmatullahi ‘alaih. He was 
well known for his interminable spells of weeping (out of the 
fear of Allah 36). He was a resident of Sarhad. On the advice 


of Hadrat Mufti Muhammad Hasan Sahib rahmatullahi 'alaih, 
he undertook the oath of allegiance at the hands of Hadrat 
Thanwi rahmatul/ahi ‘alaih. He underwent extreme hardship. 
With great difficulty and hardship he used to come from 
Sarhad to Thanabowan (Hadrat Thanwi's „è village). 


On one occasion he was travelling to Thanabowan. After the 
‘Isha Salah he travelled from Amritsar to Ambala whilst 
standing in the train compartment. The train was Packed to 
capacity. Just before dawn, as the train pulled out of Ambala 
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jon, he managed to get a place to sit. Due to standing all 


A ong, he was extremely tired. The moment he sat 


an, be fell asleep and missed his Fajr Salāh. His eyes only 
eed after sunrise. He performed the Qada Salah later on 

he was awfully distressed for missing his Salah. He was 
gstantly chiding himself: “You are on your way to the 
makh and yet you missed your Fajr Salah?” You are not 
ven fit to show your face to your Shaikh! With what face 


wuld you go to him?” 


inthis state of perturbation he reached Thanabowan and 
mustered the courage to appear before Hadrat Thanwi 
imatuliahi ‘alaih. AS he reached the Majlis, Hadrat Thanwi 
merupted his discourse and said: “There are two types of 
imah; voluntary and involuntary. A person may not 
wuntarily implement the involuntary Sunnah. Yes, if he 
moluntarily does so, he will be conforming to the Sunnah.” 


dat Thanwi rahmatullahi ‘alaih went on to say: “Some 
Kple are jaundiced by Taqwa. They believe that not a 
ingle Salah should ever be made Qada. Obviously people 
mst strive to ensure that they don’t ever miss a single 
wth but if the Salah is missed and Qada is performed later 
m one should think that Allah 3 has given him the 
portunity of carrying out a Sunnah involuntarily because 
Wen Rasilullah # once unintentionally missed the Fajr 


Sih and performed it after sunrise.” 


Hote: This will only apply if a person habitually performs his 
ir Salah with Jama‘at and in spite of taking all precautions 
leunintentionally misses out his Fajr Salah. This does not 
ply to one who misses out a number of his Salahs without 
valid Shari excuse. Such a person is duty-bound to amend 
lis ways. He should somehow get into the habit of Fajr 
Sah even if it means punishing himself for missing out the 


Sah, 
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Self-Inflicted Punishment for Neglecting salah 


Although the Kaffarah (expiation) for missing out a Salah i 
to make amends (by performing Qada) the moment , 
person awakens and there is no other form of charity o 
optional prayer (as mentioned in the previous Hadith), but if 
a person routinely misses out his Salah either out of laziness 
orf out of negligence, he should schedule some form of 
punishment for himself. Sometimes, this form of self 
inflicted punishment is very effective as the fear of the 
punishment makes him perform the Salah consistently. 


The punishment could be in the form of: . 
Performing eight to ten Rak'ats of Nafl Salah for every 


ile. 
Fard Salah omitted. 
2. Leaving out breakfast (or any other meal) the day the 
Salah was neglected. á. 
3. Disbursing alms to the poor especially if alms-giving 's 


burdensome. 
From the aforementioned strategies, the fundamental 
strategy is to develop the concern for the hereafter, build 
courage and cultivate the love of Allah Æ. He who has a 
courageous disposition and a heart infused with the love of 
Allah as and the concern for the hereafter, it is not difficult 
for him to get up for Fajr Salah. If a person marshals his 
courage and gets up at once to perform the Fajr Salah 
appropriately he will relish in such spiritual delight that the 
bliss of sleep will seem radically insignificant to the pleasure 


of Salah. 


May Allah 3¢ grant us all the power of [man, the Sweetness 
of piety and the delight of devotion. Amin. [Courtesy Al-Bal3gh 
November 1996, by Mufti Malmud Ashraf Sahib ‘Uthmani] a 
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pndamentals of Success for Both Worlds 


ne ideal father is he who brings his children up in the best 
pssible manner and imparts to them the fundamentals that 
„uld guarantee them success in this world as well as the 
wit, They should not be in need of anyone in this world nor 


sould their hereafter be in ruin. 


nview of this, we record a few fundamentals, which, if 
mlemented by the father, memorised and put into practice 
the children, would assure success and shelter them from 


ie sorrows of the world. 


| mpat the prophetic advice of Rasulullah # to your 
children: "Be independent from what the people possess, 
they will love you.” In other words, if you want the 
people to like you, shift your gaze away from their 
wealth and possessions otherwise they will consider you 
enthusiastic over their property and stay away from you. 


l Have unwavering faith in the fact that whatever calamity 
befalls you it was predestined for you and whatever 
benefit you acquire it was already written down in your 
favour. Therefore, do not despair over any misfortune 
hor agonise over missing out on some expected benefit. 
Such conduct is futile and it is an expression of 


displeasure over Allah's 3 decree. 


} When someone questions you, do not respond to every 
single question because responding to every single 
question belies intelligence. Sometimes the response 
could be incorrect or it could be a manifestation or 
acknowledgement of a sensitive issue. This could 
subsequently lead to overwhelming regret. Also 
remember, ponder over your answer before you 
respond. Avoid an instantaneous reply. First ponder over 
Your answer, let your mind and heart mull over it and 
hen only bring it onto your tongue otherwise not. Also, 


Es 
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if there are a number of people in a gathering and the 
question is directed to a particular person, don't answer 
Remain silent. Yes, you should respond if the question is 
directed to you. 


4. If you are confronted with an ignoramus who is adamant 
on his assertions in spite of advising him and his conduct 
is annoying to you, make Salam and depart or alter the 
drift of the discussion. For instance, if he wishes to argue 
a point, change the topic altogether. As Allah % says: 


“When they (the true servants of Allah 3) are addressed 


by the ignorant, they say ‘Salam’. [Sdrah Furgan verse 53] 
In other words, they say: “Assalamu ‘Alaykum, brother! 
Excuse me.” 


S. If Allah 3g bestows His blessings upon you, express your 
heartfelt gratitude in abundance as this would increase 
ethe blessing. Allah Ta‘ala declares: “If you express 
gratitude, I will certainly increase (this blessing) fo. 
you.” The recitation of the following Du'a has been 
advised after every Fard Salah: 


- bi x Srs aS oF Se a? 2, ee es 
ASS op g SA 5 S53 Le Joel gl 
“O Allah! Assist me in remembering You and in expressing gratitude 


unto You and assist me in worshiping you appropriately.” 
[Abt Dawid vol.1 p.213] 


If someone does you a favour or gives you something, show 
your appreciation and express gratitude towards this 
gesture. It appears in the Hadith: “He who fails to express 
his gratitude towards the people has failed to express his 
gratitude towards Allah.” (Tirmiahi vol.2 p.17) 
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fs or expressing Shukr — Gratitude: 
bre Ph Pty ar, ge TE- -- 2 M , cia p” 
A EOE 3D ql 


r 


ihe e TEP fe yo gts Ka P o Tri Z ez aoe 
pipid pod yo Moi US Yi as y HT 5 US FA Bac, 
žy 2 ~ 
gS al a 


OAlh! All praise is due to you. All forms of gratitude are due to 
waone, The entire kingdom belongs to you. The entire creation is 


| foryou. All goodness is in Your absolute control and all affairs 


Amtel return to you. I ask Thee of all good and I seek Thy refuge 
from all evil.” 


A EA A ne A ot oat wf pe TP . 
Wot ee OU lel bee AU Gla GU 1513 GU ISIS GU Sas 25 
nana 


OAlGh! Make me exceedingly grateful unto You, very mindful of 

tu, extraordinarily frightened of You, exceedingly obedient to You, 

subservient to You and make me one who repents before You with 
lamentation.” (Hakim vol.1 p.520] 


Rsulullah # would also make the following Du‘a: 
tet ein ty cyst = «fee oso 
ge eerily rer (oll mH! 


VAh! Make me exceptionally patient and enormously grateful.” 
[amius Saghir Lis-Suyuti p.56 from Buraidah s] 


Inthis Du'a Rasilullh % implores Allah 4 to render him 
kår (enormously grateful). 


ifi Mazhari reveals that Hadrat NOh # was referred to as 
omously grateful’ because whenever he did something - 
or small - he always uttered “Bismillah” and 


‘hemdulilah’. Whenever he ate or drank something, or 


ee E e OO 





Page 259 


——_ 


The Ideal Father 


whenever he put on a garment he would praise Allah % and 
express his gratitude for bestowing upon him His enormous 


favours. This is why Allah 3% honoured him with the title of 
Shakur. [Tafsir Mazhari vol.5 p.404] 


This is why we have also been taught to implore Allah %: “O 
Allah! Together with expressing our gratitude, make us of 
those who think highly of Your boons. And complete Your 
favours upon us.” Another Du‘ similar to this reads: "0 
Allah! We are Your helpless servants. We are utterly in need 


of your 
favours.” The actual words of the Du'a are: 


|J 
CE E D: 13 D H - ae. 5 -. ze K dea RAT 
Le e 3 let Ug Came Chen J ns od 


“O Allah! Make us grateful of Your bounties. Make us admire and 


praise your favours upon us, make us accept them and complete 
Your favours upon us.” /Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaibah vol.6 p.68] 


Rasdlullah 2 is reported to have recited the following Du'a 
as well: 


- Zr: 


P 
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nu 


Cad 
E-S- 


bisi 5 ieai £575 g 53515 55S tl a 


“O Allah! Make me absolutely grateful to You and make me 
remember You abundantly and abide by Your advice and make me 
safeguard Your commandments.” 
[Tirmidhi on the authority of Abi Hurairah vol.1 p.99] 


= 
- 


lo \ 


Sometimes Rasulullah # used to make this du'd 
s- Eoi «as ~~ ete wed —A- ot a? YS 
Asse Sam 4 Deeks Ft GUEST ot Sl 


“O Allah! I implore You to make me grateful of Your bounties and! 
beg You to make me worship You splendidly.” [Tirmidhi vol.2 p.178] 


Ponder over the prominence of Shukr (gratitude) tha 
Rasûlullāh # asked for it again and again in a variety 
Du'‘as. 


a) reall 


>» om 





favours. So shower us abundantly with Your 
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wishes to increase his blessings IN the future a 
gt as to retain his present fortunes should express ni 
eo in abundance. Similarly, he who wishes to put a 
i, his problems should also express Shukr in 
i 


W ance. Shukr is such a great blessing that Allah 4 
ant His servants to beg of Him in the following 


amer 


ET TEP far T TT 5 ot 8 | 
pfii Nets SUN 5555155 


- 


| gatitude unto You for the blessings Y 


æn me and my parents a 

nd ran 
ng good deeds that are 2 
| wr mercy admit me in 
| iinu Qur'an p.342) 


#4 Eai a oe e” e - Pae € R 

aphal Ce jasa el r ole 
my Lord! Grant me Dersistence jn expressing my 
ou have bestowed 
pleasing to Y 


ou. And solely with 
to Your (group) of Pious servants.” 


der over this Du'a of the chosen servant of Allh Ta‘ala, 


fadat Sulaiman #4. Can you consider a Nabi pleading with 
th ¥ to make him a grateful servan 


(atitude we have to express and how much Du'd of Shukr 
w ordinary souls will have to make? 


t? Imagine what 


§ Give your friends and family members a gift now and 


then even if the gift is valued at a few Rands. This will 
increase existing love for one another. Rasulullah 2 is 
reported to have said: “Give gifts tọ one another as this 
increases mutual love.” [Kanzul ‘Umma vol.6 p.110] 


| 1, Fulfil your promises even if yo 


u have to suffer a loss of 


| some sort. Allah 3% declares: “Discharge the promise. 
| \ be queried.” In other words, all 


Verily, the promise wil 


obligations will be queried on the day of judgement. 
Rasilullah % is reported to have said: “There are three 
signs of a hypocrite; he lies when he spRaks, he betrays 
atrust and he fails to fulfil a promise. 


~~ 
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8. If you wish to be cherished by the People, perform good 
deeds and stay as a perfect Mumin. This will heighten 
your esteem in the eyes of Allah æ as well, Allah x 
declares: “Verily, Allah loves those who do good.” When 
Allah ë loves a person He - in the words of the Hadith - 


makes him beloved to everyone in the earth and the 
skies. 


9. If you want Allah’s æ eternal assistance, exercise 
patience on the adversities of this world. Allah % says: 


“Verily, Allah is with the patient.” Together with this, 
persist in good actions. Allah 3¢ will certainly reward you 


for it. As Allah æ declares: “Verily, I do not forfeit the 


action of anyone amongst you.” Always remember, by 
Allah 3 there may be delays but never neglect. 


10.If you like the food either at an invitation or at home, 
commend the person who prepared the meal. This wil 
hearten the cook and your praise will be an expression of 
gratitude as well. It may also dispel the exhaustion of 
preparing the meal. 


Eight Golden Rules of Upbringing 


It is the responsibility of the parents to impart Dini 
knowledge to the children as it is this very knowledge that 
enables a person to recognise his Creator. If a devotee 
engages in ‘Ibadat (devotion) all night long whilst an ‘Alim 
sleeps during the same duration, the sleep of an Alim is 
more virtuous than the devotion of a devotee. However, 
Amal (practical implementation) of this knowledge is also 
essential because knowledge without practical 
implementation is worthless. So it is a vital duty of the 
parents to rear their children correctly and to make them 
practising Muslims. 


a eee — Lh 
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„yender We record eight points. Endeavour to inculcate 
ya within yourself first and bring your children up 
odingly. Instil these values within them from a very 
yyy age. Insha Allah, these eight rules will prove to be a 
„e of radiant guidance for them. 


fey single person has a love for someone or 
something; selected items, games, cars, clothes, 
parents, wife, wealth, friends etc. However, when a 
person goes to the grave, the things he holds dear are 
separated from him. So a person should cherish good 
feeds instead because when he dies his good deeds «vill 
accompany him to his grave and beyond. 


} Allsh % says in the Holy Qur'an: “And he who fears 


standing before his Lord (on the day of judgement) and 
restrains his desires from (prohibited) whims, verily, 
Jannah is his abode.” (Sdrah Nazi'‘at verse 40] A person 
should perpetually restrain his evil self from falling prey 
to the prohibitions of Allah 4 in a manner that the Nafs 


(self) becomes dedicated to the obedience of Allah 3#. 


1 tis quite evident in the world that people take extra 
care of things that they hold dear. Allah 36 declares: 
‘Whatever you possess will terminate (either the item 
wil cease to exist or you will) and whatever Allah has, 
will remain perpetually.” [Sirah Nahi verse 96] So if a person 
loves something very dearly he might as well forward it 
to Allah Æ where it will remain eternally preserved. In 


other words, he should spend it in the path of Allah 2. 


í Ithas been observed in this world that everyone regards 
immense wealth a source of honour. Some people 
believe family lineage or noble descent to be a form of 
Miviege in this world whereas Allah % proclaims: 
Verily, the most honourable of you in the eyes of Allah 
She who has the most Taqwa (Allah-consciousness).” 


O O O ... 
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[Sdrah Hujurāt] So instead of hankering after athe 
mundane pursuits, people should strive to acquire 


Taqwa. 


People who condemn, fault or verbally abuse others are 
generally motivated by pangs of jealousy. Allah says 
in the Holy Qur'an: “We have distributed amongst them 
their livelihood and (in this distribution) We have given 
preference to some over others (so that they may 
procure the services of one another.)” (Strah Zukhruf verse 
32] Imagine if everyone is equal in livelihood, who will do 
the manual labour? Who will want to be employed by 
someone else? The whole system of the world will come 
crumbling down. So, on account of this verse, leave 
aside jealousy. Sever your relationship with the creation 
and maintain a bond with your Creator. Since Allah & 


distributes sustenance as He pleases and He has 
absolute control over increasing or decreasing it, man 
has no control over the amassing of wealth. So jealousy 
and hostility on grounds of material wealth is pointless. 


Look around you and you will witness that everyone has 
some gripe or hostility against someone else whereas 
Allâh 3 says: “Surely Shayt&n is your enemy. So regard 
him as your enemy.” (Sérah Fatir}) So a Muslim should 
maintain his hostility against Shaytan and cease hostility 


with everyone else. 


Cast a glance at the peoples of the world and you will 
see that each and every one is engrossed in the pursuit 
of sustenance. They are even prepared to humiliate 
themselves before others and they wouldn't even 
hesitate to fall into Haram in the pursuit of this 
sustenance. Allah æ declares: “There is not a single 
living thing on the earth but its sustenance is the 
responsibility of Allah.” (Srah Hid} We human beings also 
form part of those on the earth and the provision of oy; 
sustenance is also the responsibility of Allah 3. so 3 


— a a 
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person should rather engage in those things Allah 3 has 


enforced upon him and stop worrying about the 
responsibility of Allah 35. 


j Think about it; every single member of Allah’s #3 


veation, banks on Someone or something which itself is 
pat of the creation. Some depend on their resources 
whist Some rely on their businesses. Some bank on their 
aftistic skills whilst others count on their skill and 
apertise, whereas everything is part of Allah’s 4g mortal 
geation. Allah 3g says: “And he who relies on Allah, so 
Aish is sufficient for him.” [Sdrah Talaq verse 3] So uphold 
absolute trust in Allah 4 alone. 


We Are One Ummah 


isl into the child that we are not a nation or tribe like 
ders who are segregated by geographical boundaries or 
gen languages. We are one Ummah whose unity is 
lund by the Holy Qur'an. A Muslim regardless of his 
thicty, language or colour, is a brother unto another 
isim. Both of them are of the same Ummah. In a proper 
kay of this unity, every year millions of Muslims from 
wey comer of the globe assemble for Hajj at the Baitullah. 


ilofthem clad in the same outfit (Ihram), all reciting the 
ame verses (Talbiyah) and all of them visually displaying 
temselves to be the Muslim servants of the same deity and 
"embers of the same Ummah. One Muslim is on one end of 
tegobe and another is on the other, one is from Africa and 
‘ther from Asia, one is a resident of America whilst 
aier S from Australia, but they are all bonded by the 
~ Kalimah, the same Qur'an, the same Nabi # and the 


ay them are of the same Ummah and Jamâ'at 
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The apprehension of one is the apprehension of t M: 
The crisis facing one person is a crisis facing the ati ri 
defeat of one is the defeat of the other, Rasiluldh « h 
echoed this sentiment when he declared: “The Muslims, in 
their love and affection for one another is like one body: 
when any part of the body is ailing the rest of the body is 
threatened with sleeplessness and fever.” (Sahih Muslim vol? 
p-321] 


In this Hadith Rasûlullâh conveyed the mutual relationship 
and common bond amongst the Muslims in the form of an 
illustrative example. The Muslim society (Ummah) is like a 
single body. If just one part of the body is afflicted, the 
entire body shares the pain and the whole body becomes 
restless. If the smallest toe is in pain, the whole body is 
unable to sleep. The heart and mind is agitated. The tongue 
sighs in pain. The face graphically reflects the pain the body 
is suffering. Similarly, if one Muslim is afflicted, it is the duty 
of all Muslims to share in his pain and anguish. What greater 
adversity can there be than the Muslims slithering towards 
Jahannam due to their defiance of the divine laws of Allah 
35? What can be worse than them abandoning the way of 
Allah 35 and His Rast! #? The Muslims are taking on the 
customs of the disbelieving Kuffar and they are proud of it! 
They are embarrassed with Din and piety and they regard it 
as an impediment towards material progress! The definite 
outcome of this is the wrath and punishment of Allah %. So 
explain to your children that we Muslims are like a single 
cell; the destruction of one spells disaster for all of us. Each 
one of us is responsible to protect the others from 
destruction. Each one of us should be concerned about the 
course of action we should take for restoring the Ummah on 
the spiritual pinnacle it gloried in during the time of 
Rasulullah 3 and the Sahabah 4. To this eng every 
individual should, to the best of his ability, make an effort to 
revive this Dîn. 
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attain this, teach your children righteousness and instruct 
„m to convey this to their friends as well. Similarly, 
ylvate within the children the concern for this Ummah. 
nis concern will swell as they grow older. Perhaps your 
pinging will produce a personage who will get the 
wiege of revitalizing this Ummah. This will prove 
weficial to you as well as your children in this world as 
wlas the next. May Allah 3 grant all of us the divine 


adance. Amin, 


udat Luqman's a Advice to his Son 


vey father strives to make his child into an embodiment of 
ite. This is why the father periodically advises his 
aden. Hereunder we share a few words of advice of 
‘drat Lugman $ to his son. You may also offer the same 
aids of advice to your children. May we remind you that 
Wore imparting the advice to your children make Du‘a: “O 
Vth! Grant my children and me the divine ability to 
mise on these advices and grant our forthcoming 
werations the ability to practise and disseminate them.” 


Ani, 


w following words of advice are extremely valuable and 
miementing them in Our lives is vital. We request you to 
mad through each one at least thrice and now and again 
nd them out to your family members as well. This will, 


Ista Allah, prove to be enormously beneficial. 


drat Lugman #3 was renowned for his wisdom. Some of 
te words of advice he conveyed to his son are: 


| Son! Sit in the gatherings of the ‘Ulama as frequently as 
Possible and listen attentively to the words of the wise. 
Due to the luminance of wisdom, Allah 4¢ illuminates the 
Sirtually dead heart just as a hard downpour 
transforms arid terrain into fertile land. 
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2. Son! Pin your hopes unto Allah % in such a Manner thay 
you are not fearless of His punishment and be terrifieg af 


His punishment to such a degree that you do not despa, 
of His mercy. His son responded: “Father, the heart i 
one mass. How then can it contain hope as well as fear» 
He replied: “A Mumin (Believer) is as though he has tw, 


hearts; one is brimming with absolute hope and the 
other with utter fear.” 


3. Son! Recite the Du'd ¿}jäżi 5 in abundance. There ar 


some divine moments of benevolence wherein Allh x 
grants whatever a person asks for. 


4. Son! Good deeds cannot be executed without a firm 
conviction in Allah 3. He whose conviction is weak, his 


actions will be relatively fame. 


5. Son! When Shaytan entangles you in doubt, prevail over 
him with conviction. If he draws you towards indolence 
in good actions, overcome his insinuations with the 
remembrance of the grave and the final hour. If Shaytan 
entices you either with anxiety or with temptation in 
matters relating to worldly affairs, inform him that 
regardless of whatever happens, you are destined to 


leave this world. 


6. Son! He who speaks lies loses the gleam of his face, He 
who has bad habits is subdued by anxiety. It is easier to 
move mountains than to make a stupid person 


understand. 


7. Son! Remain exceedingly far away from lies. Lies may 
seem very appetizing like the succulence of Chicken flesh 
but the same habit will be a source of enmity for the 
person who engages in falsehood. 
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; Son! Conscientiously attend to the Janazah (Salah) and 
refrain from attending social functions because the 
funeral service reminds you of the hereafter and social 
gatherings like weddings etc. draw you further into the 


dunya (worldly affairs). 


i, Son! Avoid eating when your stomach is full. It is better 
o throw the food to a dog than eating it on a full 


stomach. 


ILSon! Don't become so sweet that people swallow you nor 
become so bitter that people spit you out. 


illS! Don't be more helpless than a rooster. It starts 
_ towing long before dawn whilst you are fast asleep in 


bed. 


Son! Dont delay in repenting, as death has no 
appointment, It strikes very unexpectedly. 














Son! Avoid befriending an ignorant person, lest his 
ignorance appeals to you and do not bear a grudge 


against a wise person lest he shuns you. 


Son! Dont share your food with anyone but the pious 
and seek the counsel of the ‘Ulama in all your affairs. 

K.when asked who is the most awful person, he replied: 
‘wa who does not bother when anyone witnesses him 


committing an offence.” 


l6.Son! Frequent the gatherings of the pious. You will be 
able to acquire some virtue from them and if the special 
Rahmah (mercy) of Allah 3% happens to descend on them 
at that time some of it will rub onto you. Son! Avoid 
mingling with evil people. There is no hope of any good 
fom them and if they are struck with the punishment of 


Allah & you may also be afflicted. 
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iy, ! 
Son! From the day you came into this world you ar 
getting closer and closer to the hereafter, 


18.Son! Steer clear of debt as it is a source of humiliation 
during the day and a source of anxiety at night. 


19.Son! If someone comes complaining to you that so and 
so gouged out both his eyes and both his eyes are really 
gouged out, don’t jump to a conclusion until you have 
heard the other side of the story. Perhaps this person 
initiated the problem and gouged out two sets of eyes. 


Faqih Abul Laith rahmatullahi ‘alaih relates that when Hadrat 
Luqman #5 was on his deathbed, he summoned his son and 
said: “Son! I have offered you a great many words of advice 
in my lifetime. At this moment I will offer you six advices: 


1. Occupy yourself in this world only to the extent to which 


you will be living here. 
Worship Allah 3 to the extent that you need Him. 


23 

3. Prepare for the hereafter to the extent that you will be 
dwelling there. 

4. As long as you don’t have firm conviction of deliverance 
from the fire of hell, continue striving for your 
deliverance. 

5. Sin only to the extent to which you will be able to 


tolerate the fire of Jahannam. | 
6. If you wish to sin, go to a place where Allah % and his 


angels are unable to see you.” 


Beware of Shaytan’s Deceit 


Shaytan is our eternal and genuine enemy. His common 
strategy is to show us the wretchedness in the things that 
are beneficial to us. He attempts to dissuade us from that 
which Allah 3% and His Rasul # have declared to be beneficial 
to us. On the contrary, he portrays a rosy Picture of the 
things that are detrimental to us. For instance, Allah 4 and 
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pasil # have declared the payment of Zakat and other 
_g of charity as beneficial to us. In reality, charity is a 


AG Barkat and a means of protecting our wealth but 
oat presents to us a picture of financial loss. Similarly, 
rl # declared usury a cause of utter ruin but 
ân portrays it to be a system of categorical advantage. 
ac, nowadays, the name of usury has been altered to 

pit whilst bribery has been amended to ‘donation’. 


wetheless, here we wish to draw your attention to the 
mmous deception of Shaytan, which is the concept that 
other man's wife and our children are always the best”. 


Meas this is absolutely incorrect. Think about it, the 
hing that Allah 3 has blessed you with, how can it be bad 
you? Never! Why don’t you think your wife to be the 
mst beautiful woman on earth? She is the most gorgeous 
you even if she is defective in some way or the other 
wause nobody but Allah 3 is devoid of imperfection and 
kiency. In Islam, the objective of Nikâh, apart from 
imreation, is to Safeguard one’s chastity and modesty. 
scan only come about when a person regards his own 
meas the most attractive woman and let alone his gaze, 
doesn't even allow the thought of other women entering 


Is heart, 


ka measure of defence against Shaytan’s deception, we 
tatea few words of advice hereunder. Implementing them 
i Insha Allah, provide you with a life of marital bliss. Your 
‘at will be at ease and you will also be able to rear your 
‘iden appropriately and this will entitle you for the divine 
"ards of this world as well as the next. 


L Fist and foremost precaution should be the inflexible 
Protection of the gaze from all non-Mahrams (women 
the is allowed to marry). It appears in a Hadith Qudsi: 
‘The gaze is an arrow from the arrows of Shayt&n. On 
Hhomsoever it falls, it produces an image on the heart.” 


ee 
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If the eyesight is protected, the heart will also remain 
pure. So before marriage and after marriage as well 
safeguard your gaze from falling onto your office 
secretary, co-workers, female teachers at college, 
classmates, women in the market place, women of the 
neighbourhood, sister’s friends, all types of cousins, 
brothers’ wives, maids working at home, their 
daughters, your uncles’ wives (your mother's brothers 
wife, your father’s brother’s wife), your sisters-in-law 
young and old, protect your gaze from falling onto these 


women. 


A man is deceived only when his gaze falls onto a non- 
Mahram and he makes no effort to turn away or to close 
his eyes. This is when Shaytan spiritually contaminates 
his heart and beguiles him into gawking at her. He 
appeals to him: “Look at your brother's wife! Isn't she 
attractive? She wears her clothes with such trendy style. 
She has such charmingly dense hair.” Etc. etc. Then 
Shayt&n makes him recall his own wife. He ponders over 
her unintentional deficiencies. Her skin colour is dark. 
She is always untidy and dishevelled. Her clothes are 
always filthy. Her hair is so lifeless. Etc. So Shaytan will 
only attempt to depict the relatively admirable features 
of the non-Mahram whilst attempting to reveal the wife's 
imperfections in comparison to the other woman. He 
won't reveal that although the other woman was fair, 
she was not strikingly attractive. She was dolled up just 
because she was leaving for an occasion. She doesnt 
always look like this. Her hair was merely well-coiffed in 
the latest style and there was nothing essentially 
attractive about it. On the other hand, your wife may not 
be as fair, but she is incredibly attractive. Since she was 
too involved with the kids she didn't get the time to 
dress up smartly otherwise she is a very elegant dresser, 
It is just coincidental that she didn’t get an opportunity 
to bath for the second day running. This is why her hair 
was looking so dull and lifeless. Not only this, she has 
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ych stunning eyes. When she smiles, her teeth sparkle 
ye pearls. Etc. Shaytan doesn’t remind you about all 
hese admirable features of your own wife. Nonetheless, 
{you do come across an admirable feature in another 
wman, dont ever mention to your wife: “So and so is 
ike this and like that. You on the other hand are like this 
ad like that.” Such an attitude will in no way improve 
her but may ruin your marriage. 


| finally, we urge you to regard your wife as the best 
wman around. Bear this in mind at all times. And in 
oder to Safeguard the heart from evil thoughts protect 
your gaze particularly from the non-Mahram relatives 
iving under the same roof as you do. Be rest assured 
hat this will engender the sweetness of Iman. You will 
blessed with the fortune of steadfastness on Iman. 
qu will be blessed with taking your last breath with 
Iman. You will also be protected from marital feuds and 
bestowed with a life of tranquillity. Also look at the good 
attributes of your wife and ponder over all her good 
tharacteristics. This will engender mutual love between 
wth of you. Your confidence in one another will also get 
a boost. Happiness will prevail and the new generation 
vill grow up in an exceptional environment and become 


servants of Din, society and country. 


ily, we urge you to recite the following Du'as 
*undantly: 
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heart from vile thoughts and plead with Allah a to g 
f rant 


love and affection between you and your wife. 
Don’t Vent the Children’s Anger over Your Wife 


Sometimes, in spite of advising the child time after time, the 
child deliberately makes the same mistake. Now this is not 
the time to employ only love and affection. A bit of austerity 
and a stern reprimand now would be better for the future, 
Indefinite kindness would lead the child to believe that he 
can do as he pleases, father won't take any action. So, 
where required, a slight scolding is very appropriate. 


However, bear in mind that when scolding your children, 
don’t ever rein the wife into it. For instance, the child 
returns from Madrasah without his pencil or lunchbox. Now 
you fire up: “You fool! You are losing ten lunchboxes a 
month! You are insensitive as a donkey! I work my butt off 
like a dog and you go on pillaging my wealth.” The next 
moment, your anger sways towards the wife: “Both of you, 
mother and son are absolutely unconcerned about my 
wealth. Your mother is nonchalant as you are. She has 
virtually no value for my money.” Sometimes, whilst 
admonishing the children, the husband unleashes a torrent 
of abuse over his wife saying things like: “This is the result 
of your upbringing. You are wholly responsible for turning 
this child into a pathetic useless like this. You gave him all 
the freedom and showered him with excessive love and 
compassion. You will see when he grows up; he wil 
abandon you for someone else.” Etc., etc. 


Remember! Such behaviour does not behove an ideal father. 
Its repercussions are dreadfully serious. If the wife retorts to 
your reproach, it will make matters even worse. It wil 
engender love for the mother and hatred for you, the father 
or worse still, he will lose all respect for his mother and as 
he grows up he will reproach his mother just as he say hic 


father doing. 
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ph you are reprimanding the children and the wife 
wis to intervene, explain to her privately with love and 
yiness that admonishing the children is for their own good 
„her intrusion at that particular moment does not augur 
yi for their future improvement. In spite of your 
„actions, if her maternal instincts gush forth and she 
«nenes when you admonish the children, then too don’t 
im her into your chastisement. Keep your chastisement 
mined to the children only. Avoid telling her anything. In 
at you should praise her in front of the children. 


| 


Jase the Mother before the Children 


ing into account a suitable moment, now and again 
yaise the mother in front of the children and also give her 
ye importance in front of them. Occasionally do as she 
muests you to do. This will increase the children’s love for 
iir mother and she will be delighted with you as well. If 
wi intend to rectify a problem, take your wife into your 
uvidence first. Explain to her that you intend to reprimand 
wand so at a certain time. Request her to remain silent and 
baoid an inopportune display of compassion towards the 
tid, Inform her that your anger will only be feigning fury 
hut really getting angry. Similarly, now and again 
ommend her for her cooking in front of her children. 
Kasha Allah! Mummy has cooked such delicious food today. 
inl Make Du'a for her. She goes through so much of effort 
tprepare food for us.” Sometimes, commend her on her 
liness or her efficiency or her regularity or whatever else 
Waes you. When the children witness the attachment of 
Iki parents and the good words they have for each other, 
‘vil create a bond of love between them as well. Their love 
ee parents will develop equally and their admiration 
ct parents will increase. They will also try to emulate 
ul loving method of upbringing when they grow 
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If the Wife is Scolding the Children 


? 


This is a frustratingly trying occasion where a great number 
of people stumble. When the father witnesses his innocent 
children being severely beaten or sternly reprimanded by 
their mother, the father is expected to act with extreme 
forbearance and self-control. This is one of the occasions 
Shaytan exploits to bring about a rift between the husband 
and wife. He attempts to distance them from the mercy of 
Allah 4 by triggering a conflict between them. First the 


father’s mood bubbles with rage, which in due course 
overwhelms his senses. Eventually, the idea of rectifying the 
wife germinates within his heart ultimately leading to 
chastising her. In the end, all the children are ruined due to 
the ferocious quarrels between the parents. Now both 
parents are left perplexed. The father is confounded that he 
did what he did in good faith and he had no idea that his 
actions would lead to such a long drawn argument. 


So whenever you are faced with such an issue, be alert. 
Seal off all the avenues Shaytan may creep through. 
Maintain your reserve even if you are overwhelmed with the 
children's love and whilst attempting to resolve one 
problem, avoid creating another problem. 


An Arabic idiom reads: “The donkey set out in pursuit of 
horns only to return with lopped-off ears.” 

It shouldn't be such that your love for your children leads 
you to be cruel to your wife. You went to put a stop to the 
problem between the mother and children only to stat 
fighting with the wife. Instead of sorting out one problem 
you are left with an additional problem. 


Some men grumble that their wives are irrational. They are 
brutal with their children. They treat the children like 
animals. They have no motherly affection for their own 
children. They don't take proper care of their Children, They 
are insensitive to their children’s need for love and affection 
Some husbands even resign themselves into acknowledging 
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ie r . . n 
„they can do nothing about their wives’ behaviour as 


pay were brought up in a similar environment of ignorance. 
gik about it; look at how Shaytan, who is an open enemy 
ja Muslim prevails in his schemes of deception and 
key. Look at how he kindles the love of the father for his 


piden and subsequently reins in the grandparents as well 


pns condemnation of her failings. 


such fathers, we humbly appeal for calm and request you 


„onder over your situation with an open mind. In fact, 
ware More in need of reformation. How foolish can a 
son be? He goes to sort out the problem between his 
ve and children and here he starts squabbling with her 
„ead. With the aim of preventing his wife from scolding 
te kids, he himself starts scolding them. Initially, there 
we two incensed parties. Now there are three. At the 
wet, Shaytan was arousing two but now he has an 
ytitional party to incite. If her sister and mother 
egrttably overheard the argument, add on a further two to 
Shaytan's snare. 


il the same, it seems rather foolish that the spirit of 
fection towards the children is responsible for bringing 
about a spirit of hatred and hostility between the spouses. 
Mis is purely a Shaytani deception. So take great care of 
wur domestic affairs and don’t allow Shaytan to meddle into 
yur personal affairs. These are rights related to other 
nan beings. A favourable relationship especially with 
mes kith and kin is of paramount importance and it forms a 
sinicant part of our Din. Any form of negligence or 
uccumbing to the dictates of the Nafs (base self) distances 
dperson from great virtue. Whilst such conduct disgraces 
lim in the eyes of Allah 38 and in the eyes of the people, it 


dso deprives him of tremendous reward. 


*a bit more vigilant about allowing an atmosphere of 
“stant bickering to devastate the household. Avoid 


~ 
— 5 


age 277 





ul 


The Ideal Father 


making the house into an image of Jahannam whe. © 
poor wife can't even take a breath of peace ang pat the 
unfortunate children seem to grow up in an environme e 
physical and spiritual deprivation. Just be a bit more Cet, 


and this, Insha Allah, won't occur. 


Another point that requires discussion is that MOSt: children 
are more inclined to their mothers than their fathers, They 
very well understand the nature of the mother but th 
moment you rebuke or humiliate their mother, even if it i 
for their own good, they are bound to deem you a heattles. 
and cruel monster. They will regard you as a man who 
doesn’t allow their mother to rest and they will treat you as 
a demon who doesn’t give them a break. Or worse still, they 
will regard their mother as a tyrant and the father as an 
even more brutal tyrant. They are poised to leave home at 


their earliest opportunity. 


To avoid being trapped in Shaytan’s deceptive ploys and in 
order to avoid such dire circumstances, we cite a few 
strategies that we hope you would ponder over with a clear 
mind and which you would practically implement. Insha 
Allah, with the assistance of the Almighty Allah 3 you would 


be able to take care of your domestic affairs. You will be well 
sheltered from the deception of Shaytan and your house wil 
become an image of Jannah in this world. 


The moment you enter home, greet the house people 
with Salam. Thereafter perform two Rak'at of Nafl Salah. 
This was also the practise of Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin 
Rawahah æ. His wife relates: “Whenever he wished to 
leave home, he would perform two Rak‘at of Nafl Salah 
and do the same whenever he returned home. He would 
also perform two Rak'‘at Nafl Salah whenever he entered 
the room. He would never abandon this.” sxitapuz-2uhd 
War-Raqalq of ‘Abdullah bin Mubarak p.776] 


L. 


Performance of these two Rak‘at will guarantee you 2 
great many favourable changes within your home, A lot 
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f Khair (good) is sure to descend thereon. A great many 
yroblems and disasters will fade away. However, ensure 
iat pictures Of animate objects are not suspended on 
he walls of the room you are to perform your Salah. In 
ay event, ensure that your house is devoid of the 
aamity of a television set and pictures of animate 
abjects as they prevent the angels of mercy entering the 


home. 


| When you witness your wife ‘bestowing’ inappropriate 
lites’ upon your children or she is lividly scolding them, 
engage your heart and tongue in the Zikr of Allah a% and 
make Du'a: “O Allah! Grant my wife the proper ability to 
advise the children. Also guide my children to abstain 
fom actions that are disturbing to their mother.” At the 
same instance, advise the children: “Son! Look at how 
much your mother undergoes just for you. You shouldn’t 
do that. It's an evil habit. Good children don’t do such 
things. Stubbornness is an awfully dirty habit indeed. 
You were supposed to carry the glass properly. Mum is 
upset because you broke the glass. Mum is asking you 
s nicely to have a bath but you are so defiant. You don’t 
want to change your clothes or do your homework.” 


Inshort, advising the child in this manner would be of a 
three-fold benefit: 

(a) The mother’s anger will simmer down. 

(b) The child will realise that he is guilty of such a 
dreadful offence that both his parents are 
unanimous. Misconduct of a similar nature is 
sure to earn the wrath of both my parents. 

(c) Shaytan is bound to flee with humiliation and 

| defeat from such a household. 
Un such circumstances, advise the wife and advise her 
again and again. In spite of you alerting her twenty 


| limes she persists in maliciously reprimanding or beating 


the children and she is wholly at fault, there is no other 
Nay except to advise her for the twenty-first time. Be 
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rest assured that if you advised her in the form of qood 
counsel, your counsel is sure to produce a favourable 
outcome even if it is after some time. However, if you, 
advice is not of this nature, the outcome would, most 
probably, not be constructive either especially if the wife 
is short-tempered or mentally immature. If you advise 
her with a threat at the end, or with unbefitting language 
or in a thunderous tone or you advise her by recollecting 
her past slip-ups or you reveal the children’s innocence 
and the mother’s absolute guilt or you express the 
children’s major crimes as minor blunders and the 
mother’s slip-ups as major offences or you heap 
condemnation on the in-laws or you humiliate the wife 
by describing the morality of your own family, then be 
prepared for unfavourable consequences. And please, 
such a manner of advising is no advising at all. So, make 
a point of advising her with a mild tone and that your 
words of advice will be just that and nothing more. 
Remember that going into a fit of fury just when the wife 
is fuming with rage or to criticise the wife in front of the 
children is neither healthy for the children nor will it 
improve the wife’s problem nor will such a sory 
household attract the mercy and blessings of Allah ¥. 
Your behaviour will neither improve the domestic 
environment nor will it allow the children an opportunity 
to develop their mental and physical capabilities. From 
whichever angle you look at it, there is practically no 
benefit in you acting in this repulsive manner. These 
were some of the problems, which were confined to your 
own family; wife and children. Imagine if you are living 
in an extended family or there are a number of family 
members living under one roof, what would the outcome 
of such conduct be? 


The sisters-in-law from the husband's side as well the wife's 
side and all the relatives of the wife will make a huge fuss 
over the lady and her husband quarrelling with each other 
after he purportedly rebuked her for spanking young ‘Amir 
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SF i child suffering from a high bout of fever. Or 
wad had inured her leg and in spite of this her mother 
xked her. This really irked her husband Ashraf, who in 
of viciously attacked her with tongue and hand. As a 
git, Zainab's mother left her husband and took off for her 
„hers house, Zainab is gone to her aunt’s house whilst 
bother Aslam is living with another uncle. This is how 
whole family splits up resulting in Shaytan jumping in 


= 


ww think about the consequences; Ashraf is unable to take 
th to work as his wife is sitting at her mother’s place. The 
de son is at his uncle's house, the younger son and 
gughter are at their aunt's place whilst the youngest is 
me with his mother. Now Ashraf has to table board 
gnewhere or he has to eat all over the place. In this 
wildering state of mind, he is unable to do any Dini work 
swordly work with due competence. He is perpetually 
fubed with his wife's conduct. He wonders: “How 
reerable! What a nasty wife I have! She has no sympathy 
ther poor children How strange!” Even whilst performing 
ih, Ashraf is busy thinking about his wife’s injustices. 
he elder daughter is busy writing her examination. The 
tence of her parents and siblings made the poor girl 
wet whatever she had learnt. On the other side we have 
inr whose spanking brought about this whole dilemma in 
"e fst place. ‘Amir is gone to live with his aunt but he 
wd never get along with his cousin Shahid. Whenever 
Mhd would come to visit, he would bully ‘Amir. Now ‘Amir 
“living at the bully’s house. He relentlessly beats up poor 
Ani, His mother then rebukes or even spanks him for 
Ming poor ‘Amir. Ultimately, Shahid’s father gets upset 
g" mother for allowing this calamity to come into his 


> 


aa it; just to thwart one smack, how many more 
t _ ame about? So stay alert. Be more vigilant. Be in 


Cy . ee 
ntrol and exercise patience. Only when the wife's 
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anger cools down should you advise her if vou feel; 
appropriate to do so. And as much as YOU possibly e 
assist her in rearing the children. For instance, you went out 
visiting relatives. On your return, one of the younger one’s 
refuses to walk and he insists his mother carries him. You 
are exhausted. Your wife is drained out. The child is howling 
away and the wife is dragging him along like an animal and 
screeching at him. Now looking at this scene, one way of 
addressing this problem is to yell back at her with a whole 
group of people looking on: “You brute! Why don't you carry 
him? You can very well see that the child is tired. He is 
unable to walk. What’s there in carrying him?" This is one 
way of addressing the situation - by humiliating the poor 
woman. Another way of addressing the problem is to ponder 
over the situation. “Perhaps I was a bit too quick in getting 
to the car or bus stop. She is weighted down with quite a bit 
of luggage. I should have walked with her. Why don't | carry 
the child myself?” Now when you pick the child up, your wife 
will be at ease. Her love and honour for you will get a boost 
and the child will also cease crying. At the same time you 
will also realize that its no easy task picking the child up and 
carrying him to the car. Yes, it is very easy to yell at her, to 
scold her or to vent your anger on her. But when you 
attempt to pacify a child all by yourself you will appreciate 
how challenging it is to quieten down a stubborn child. 


The wife is busy assisting the children in preparation for the 
forthcoming examinations. In spite of explaining something 
repeatedly, the child doesn’t understand simply because he 
is not paying attention to his mother. As a result, his mother 
smacks him. Now you should lend a hand by placing your 
hand over the child’s head and advising him: “Son! Listen 
attentively to what your mother is teaching you otherwise 
how will you ever pass in the examination?” You may assist 
your wife in whichever way you possibly can. After all, she is 
saving you a lot in tuition fees. She is Safeguarding their 
precious time as well. Now Shaytén reveals to you only the 
smack she meted out to the child and he will only make you 
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ac on the innocent child's weeping. He won't expose to 
7 she has been exerting herself for the last half hour 
on the child just can’t be bothered to pay attention to 
W. 

iy dont you sit with the children for just a day? You won't 
wed just a simple pain-killer. You will certainly require 
umething far stronger. Your wife sufficed with just one 
mack. Perhaps your punishment would be much more 


brutal, 


member! You are unable to manage with the younger 
ihidren's homework. You are unable to change their 
ates. You can’t even wash or iron their clothes. You can’t 
wen manage without a maid in the kitchen. You are even 
fluctant to delay your meals (as the wife very often does 
Wause of the children). You are unable to administer any 
medication to the children whenever they fall ill. So think 
Aut it, besides creating an atmosphere of hostility and 


dering, what else can your actions do? 


Reports of such incidents appear before us daily. Since we 
ue affiliated to the Darul Ifta, we deal with such problems 
fay. Madrasah Newtown (Jam‘iah Al-‘Uldmul-Islamiyyah 
Namah Binnori Town) is not only renowned in Karachi but 
Ahamdulillah, it is recognised as an accredited institution 
ltoughout the world. Apart from questions coming from 
Wachi, a great number of questions are submitted from 
her cities and countries around the globe. Most of these 
wenes basically deal with trivial issues which were primarily 
wgligible sparks kindled by Shaytan into gigantic infernos. 


in order to prevent such ‘negligible sparks’ blazing into 
wering infernos’, there is no other way but to address the 

| ation with love, compassion and understanding. Once 
‘tan, remember that these problems can only be resolved 
‘ving advice and by making Du‘a unto Allah 4é. 
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In spite of your persistent efforts to counsel the wi 
Fail ; e wife she 
ails to mend her ways, don’t suppose you can do nothing 
about her if the wretched woman fails to improve herself 
Why don’t you think that perhaps your manner of advising 
her is flawed or perhaps you are compelling her to do 
something beyond her ability or perhaps you are counselling 
her at an inappropriate occasion? 


4. Finally, all the hearts of mankind are in the absolute 
control of Allah 4. You have an excellent time - the last 
portion of the night - to get up and implore Allah š. Beg 
from Him: “O Allah! Grant me the ability to counsel 
others. Bless my tongue with the sweetness of 
eloquence. O Allah! Improve my wife’s condition. If I am 
in the wrong, O Allah! Grant me the ability to understand 
my errors. O Allah! Allow my wife and I to take a united 
stance on decisions surrounding the upbringing of our 
children.” Amin. 


After making similar Du'as advise the wife at the appropriate 
occasions. Advise her employing an assortment of examples 
and with encouraging words. Make Du'a after this as wel. 
Inshâ Allah, this would prove to be very beneficial. Although 
this method of advising is time-consuming and bothersome, 
its results are encouraging and long-term. The treatment of 
the illness is all but certain. May Allah 3 guide us onto the 


right path. Amin. 


Hereunder we recount, in his own words, the story of a man 
who abused his wife. May Allah 36 grant us all the ability to 


take lesson from this incident. 
The Agony of Loneliness 


I am a man whom Allah 4¢ had blessed with everything but | 
failed to express my gratitude towards Him neither did | 
appreciate His favours upon me. My father Passed away 
when I was a young boy. My mother taught me to read and 
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| ie and with great struggle she made me stand on my 
awo feet. After securing a well-paid job, as is with 
ters the world over, she wanted me to settle down with 
amiy. She showed me a number of prospective brides (in 
p family) but since I was the first member of the family 
wo was not only handsome and glib-tongued but very 
esuasive, arrogant and obstinate, I didn’t even want to 
wk at my unfortunate relatives. Nonetheless, I eventually 
agiri and just to appease my mother I agreed to marry 
wwhich I subsequently did. 


Ww the gil, whether I liked her or not was another matter 
wtshe was very fond of me. She was a highly qualified girl 
wing from a very noble family. She was a competent 
husekeeper and devoted to her responsibilities. She was 
mtexceptionally stunning but a woman of regular beauty. 
ine she was neither ‘the belle of the ball’ nor ‘the spirit of 
he party’, her value very swiftly diminished before my eyes. 
jonetheless, she uttered not a word of my injustices to any 
nember of her family. Just as my mother used to serve me 
wore marriage, this woman would wait on me hand and 
int but just as my relationship with my mother was one of 
wiference, my relationship with her was one of utter 
wchalance. To be honest, I really couldn't be bothered 
dut my mother and my wife. Whenever I went to my 
fiends’ houses I would become conscious of my own 


Shortcomings, 





Iwas extremely arrogant and self-conceited. Very quickly 
ty wife ascertained my vain disposition. Occasionally, just 
jot me out of my nonchalant attitude, she would furnish 
bamples of other families intimacy with one another. This 
"uld infuriate me even more. Whenever the women of my 
inily praised my wife, I was quick to heap condemnation 
‘on her. Whenever my wife spoke about my friend’s 
‘iniable conduct with his wife, I would cut her off by 
ng some fault or the other in him and demonise him as 
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much as I could. I would then discontinue taking my wife to 
such friends’ houses. 


In the beginning, she was exceptionally considerate towards 
me. She handled all domestic as well as outside chores with 
unrivalled diligence. We had a number of children also in 
quick succession. For my own comfort, she would 
sometimes take the younger ones and sleep separately. Due 
to the extra workload imposed upon her by the children 
being born in quick succession, if she made a trivial mistake, 
I would not only verbally hurl insults at her but also 
physically abuse her in front of my mother and children. 


Looking back, I think to myself that people raise animals 
and they talk to them with such love and compassion. They 
are always considerate of them. Me on the other hand, | 
was lost in my own world. I would take advantage of my 
wife and children but I was of no use to any of them. How 
my children grew up, when they fell ill, how they recovered? 
I have no idea whatsoever. I had no sense of running a 
household. I don’t even know when the prices of thing’ 
escalated. My house folks liberated me from all forms of 
concern. In spite of this, I considered earning at the office 
and spending upon them one of my grand favours upon 
them. Whenever my office colleagues went out on a tour, 
they would surely take their wives with them but | 
considered spending upon my wife as absolute wastage. ! 
considered her ailments a psychological problem and 
overl@oked all her medical problems. I wouldn't even bother 
about getting medical treatment for her. If she was tired or 
sick and she slept away before me, I would verbally abuse 
her. Oue to her advancing age, when she wanted to 
distribute part of her household chores amongst the 
children, I condemned her for shirking her duties. She would 
often reply: “Who will care for the house once I am gone?" J 
would retort: “What are you ranting about dying tomorrow, 
why don’t you drop dead now? Nobody will miss you!” 
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she fell very ill, instead of attending to her, I was 
„as outside the house wrapped up in looking for another 
& My wife was terminally ill so I decided to go for a 
nd wife. The second wife was indescribably cunning. 
yewas absolutely indifferent to the affairs of the children 
yithe household but she shrewdly took charge of my 
„onal affairs. I ultimately turned out to be ‘a ‘slave’ to my 
de. She had such an overwhelming influence over me that 
iwen started ignoring my own children. 


_ 


‘pAlmighty punished me in such a manner that when the 
amd wife gave birth she passed away. Although the first 
wedidn't seek a divorce, she went to live with her parents 
iht time. I begged her to return to take charge of the 
wshold and the children. She refused saying: “What am I 
wig to do in a house where my children do not reside?” 


helo his stepmother’s frosty conduct and my disregard for 
in, my only son immigrated to America. In fact he even 
imled his mother over to live with him. I had one daughter 
tom my second wife (her stepmother) married off to some 
Wman. They are now settled in Dubai. 


way, due to my evil actions, I am suffering in solitude. My 
"ends and family members despise me and do their best to 
wetrack me. This is the outcome of ingratitude, pride and 
imgance. Now my only visitors are my ailments. Neither 
ty children nor my relatives wish to have anything to do 
nh me. I can't even afford to employ a nurse to care for 
w. If committing suicide was permissible, I would have 
¥en long gone. Alas! I am suffering the spasms of 
welness! (Courtesy Daily Jang Newspaper] 





Noid Faultfinding 


futfinding, condemnation of others, arrogance, unfair 
"iim, rivaly etc, are all spiritual ailments that 
abilise the blissful atmosphere of the household. Such 
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spiritual maladies cultivate hatred between husband ane 
wife, between master and servant, between son and fathe 
and between mother and daughter instead of love ane 


affection. 
Therefore, do your utmost to refrain from such spiritual 


maladies and after the daily Salah and Tilawat of the Qur'an, 
plead with Allah Æ to protect you and all the Muslims from 


such evil maladies. 


The Ideal Father 


a Qurén vol.7 p.653) 


„aaber of fathers find fault with their children or wives. 

a d0 this with the right intention and proper spirit. 
23s they criticise the wife or children to bring them onto 
ght track or to put things right at home. However, 
«¢fathers verbally attack their children and wives just to 
event to the rage of their hearts. 


;. Remember, in both circumstances, faultfinding and 


objecting serves no real purpose other than adding 


Psychologists say that the simplest task in the world is to 
raise objections against others or to condemn other people's 
activities. One of the fundamental teachings of Islam on the 
contrary, is that instead of condemnation, reformation 


should be the priority. 


Allah 22 advises: 
“Repel (them) with something Ahsan (better).” 
[Strah Ha Mim Sajdah verse 34] 


In other words, those engaged in inviting towards Haqq 
(Islâm) should repel evil in a favourable manner. Instead of 
conducting themselves with the concept of “an eye for an 
eye”, they should rather forgive the offender. This is 
referred to as a Hasan (favourable) conduct. An Absan 
(most Superior) conduct would be when someone acts 
indecently towards you, you not only forgive him but also 
shower him with your goodwill. Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas & says 
that this verse clearly decrees that the person who loses his 
temper in front of you, exercise patience with him. He, who 
conducts himself irrationally with you, engage him with 
tolerance and forbearance. And he who harasses you, 
pardon him. [Mazhari from Ma‘ariful Quran vol.7 p.653] 


It is mentioned in some narrations that a person once 
verbally abused or insulted Hadrat Abd Bakr Siddiq =. He 
responded saying: “If you are truthful in asserting that I am 
an evil and sinful person, may Allah % forgive me. And if 


OEE aaa 
Page 238 


fuel 


to an intense fire. Sometimes, a spark of 


aiticism Snowballs into a raging inferno. 


om. A 


constant barrage of condemnation often leads to 


peevishness and surliness. Then a person gets into 


the habit of yelling all the time. 


3, The third problem with a critical approach is that 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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when a relentless bombardment of criticism falls on 
deaf ears, the father just gets tired and keeps quiet. 
He deduces, what is the sense in me advising them 
when it doesn’t make an iota of a difference. I might 
as well just leave them all alone. This is how Shaytân 
flourishes; by creating domestic problems with the 


aid of petty incidents. 


A critical approach to everything is bound to strain 
family relationships to a degree of ceaseless 
negativity. Not only this, faultfinding deviates from 
the original problem and devolves into a separate 
issue altogether. Instead of solving one issue with 
such an approach, it creates a further three problems 
and the original problem escalates into an even more 
serbus nightmare. For example, when the children 
etun from school, they negligently dump their 
shoes, socks, bags, lunchboxes etc. all over the 
show. Now a sensitive woman, who aside from being 
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a mother, is responsible for the tidiness of the house 

is bound to get upset with this disorderly sight. Ang 

in accordance with her customary habit, she starts 
yelling at everyone. On witnessing this, the husband 
criticises her and her manner of upbringing. One of 
the worst detriments of this attitude is that the 
children turn out to be even more rebellious and 
disrespectful. The elder sons and daughters imagine 
their mother to have become exceedingly grumpy. 
The wife for her part grows frustrated with her 
husband. The attitude of the wife with her children 
and her way of treating them corroborates what he 
really believes his wife to be; a brutal oppressor to 
her children. A pitiless woman who is a downnght 
nuisance to my children and me. What will her 
approach be with my parents, my siblings and |, 
when she can’t even compassionately treat her own 
children whom she carried for nine months and 
nursed with her own blood? Today the same children 
are fed up with her. 


So remember that faultfinding does not resolve any problem 
but it actually generates a host of other problems. 
Ultimately, a number of your household folks will drift away 
from you. Therefore, ensure you refrain from faultfinding 
and advise others to refrain as well. We hereunder mention 
a few strategies that may enable you to refrain from 
faultfinding. Read them carefully and make Du'd that Allah 
2 grants you excellent character, a gentle tone and sweet 


tongue. Amin. 


Speak Clearly 


“You sleep all day and all night! What's the matter with you? 
Come on get up now! Your bedroom looks like a lumberyard. 
Your school uniform is not even ironed. Why didn't you 
complete your homework and sleep last night? How many 
times did I warn you about going to toilet before going to 
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a aon you listen?” These statements are replete 


~ azpiainsS. 
Ps = 


„ás elder daughter: “I don't wish to see you so 
gosie. Why do you leave your hair on the comb 
a moming? You comb your hair in the basin and clog 


sian up! Why?” 


æf of conversing with the children in this abrasive 
«e speak with clarity. Avoid speaking in a domineering 
-aerdearing manner. 


=\just demand them to do something. Speak to them 
zy and unambiguously. For instance, don’t just instruct 
‘rin set their clothes in their cupboards. You may say: 
"gyr clothes in your cupboard. Such and such are the 
omnages of an orderly cupboard. My work will become 
“e manageable and easier. This is sure to draw the 
sure of Allah 4% and it will please me a great deal as 
© Instead of demanding: “Don’t be late” be more 
(xic. You may say: “Return home immediately after 
\‘giib Salh” or "Be home by five thirty.” Also detail the 
antages of adhering to each of our requests. 

nid Hurling Accusations 

| 

lint become over-distraught when faced with a problem. 
avoid pointing accusatory fingers at any member Qf the 
aly blaming him to be the main culprit responsible for the 
zem. If you are extraordinarily distressed over some 
æ make Wudû, perform two Rak‘at of Salatul-Hajat and 
Se Pu'a unto Allah Æ. Allah #2 Himself instructs: “Seek 


'Sstance with forbearance and Salah.” 
ts confronted with a dilemma of unsolvable proportions, 


ithe assistance of Allah 3s with courage, self-control and 


22, Whenever he was faced with a difficulty, RasGlullah 3 
% efom Salah to seek the assistance of Allah 3. 


Sat question, all our needs are exclusively in the 
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absolute control of Allah & alone. And in fact what we Ste 


accomplished at the hands of people is actually the doing z 
Allah as. Everything occurs at his sole command. 


Salatul-Hajat is one of the most conducive and tested 
methods for accomplishing one's needs. It also wards off 
problems and it is a tried and tested method for making the 
wife and children more compliant. This is also the 
experience of the devoted servants of Allah & who have 


been blessed with Imani Yaqin (conviction of faith). They 
found Salatul-Hajat to be a key to the treasures of Allah x 


If you request your wife and children to carry out something 
after having performed Salatul-Hajat you will be even more 
convinced that nothing lies in the hands of the servants but 
everything is in the absolute control of Allah 3. Now when 


your requests have been carried out, you will also be 
rewarded for expressing your gratitude unto Allah %&, This in 


turn will further increase the favours of Allah 4 upon you. 


On the contrary, if your requests were not carried out, you 
would develop a firm conviction that either the non: 
implementation of the request was better for you or there is 
some deficiency in your request or you will be amply 
compensated for it. Owing to you failing to acquire what you 
requested, Allah will grant you the ability to exercise 


patience. And the complaint you have against your wife and 
children will also come to an end. Your heart will be put to 
ease. Instead of hurling accusations at others, you vil 
bewail your own attitude of faultfinding and unfavourable 
criticism. This will subsequently lead you to make even more 
earnest Du'‘a in favour of your family. 


Even after the outcome of an incident becomes evident, 
then too avoid any form of finger pointing. Avoid hollering 
things like: “How many times must I tell you? Don't place 
the glass here! You are wasting so much of water. How 
many times should I advise you not to waste? The outside 
tap is leaking for so many days now. Why haven't you done 
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ang about the leak?” Such an attitude IS 


ecpnate. 


esse, children are disgusted by a domineering attitude. 


= so hate being told the same thing again and again 


oh the father repeats himself just to make them 
xestand. However, the children become irritated when 


~to do something over and over again. 


stheless, even if you have to instruct your children to do 


thng ence, look for an opportune place and time. 
xognising the opportune moment and time to carry out 
ething is the most outstanding feature of an intelligent 


wnd and father, a feature that is always favourable to 
concerned. 


wus on the Positive 


| 


| 





“315 one of the most valuable fundamentals, which, if 
siemented, is bound to increase the admiration of the 
gent, teacher or any other person of authority. Their 
shordinates will act in accordance with their wishes. And 
Mkt regarding them as their seniors, the children will also 
xder them to be their true teachers. In order to cultivate 
‘fvourable atmosphere, focus on what is right instead of 
2g on what is wrong. Forget about brooding on the 
ang. Rather explain to the children what is right instead. 
"ay their attention to what should be done instead of 
sung them why they did or why didn’t they do something. 
‘was the standard practise of the Sahabah # that they 
wud "eliminate evil by not mentioning it at all.” 


Menthe misdeed is not raised at all, it would automatically 
¥e away. If you wish to eradicate any evil habit from your 
“ten, don't even broach the subject. “If a person hurls a 
™ to get rid of mud, his own shirt will also get soiled 
™ a spattering of mud.” So instead of trying to eliminate 
~ tith evil, eliminate evil with good. 
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The seniors have revealed: “Revive the truth by mentioning 
it, whilst eliminate evil by not mentioning it.” 


As Hadrat S'ad « was setting out for Qadisiyyah, Hadrat 
‘Umar œ gave him a number of parting advices. One of 
which was: “S‘ad! The fact that you are the uncle (mothers 
brother) of Rastlullah # and one of his companions should 
not cast you into deception. Allah & does not eradicate evil 


with evil but He eradicates evil with goodness. [Hikayate- 
Sahabah p.89] 


May Allah 35 grant us — individually and collectively, within 


our homes and outside the home - the ability to implement 
these fundamentals. Amin. 


Forbearance upon the Wife’s Indiscretion Elicits 
Divine Forgiveness 


Hadrat Mufti Shafi Sahib rahmatullahi ‘alaih used to say: "It 
is obvious that the being of Allah 3% is eternal. Hence, 


everything he has is also eternal. The rewards of your good 
deeds stored by Him are also eternal. We express words of 
gratitude upon benefiting from the joy and pleasures of this 
world. The delights and pleasures of this world wil 
apparently not remain but our expression of gratitude that 
we uttered will always remain. Tragedy and hardship will not 
persist. Yes, the words of patience that we utter will take on 
an existence of perpetuity and on the day of judgement 
Allah 3 will enumerate each and every good deed and 


multiply the reward for each one manifold. (Majalis Mufti A'zam 
compiled by Mufti Abdur-Rauf Sakharwi] 


Make a firm resolve that as from today you will exercise 
tolerance over the wife's mistakes. Make a firm intention: 
“Whatever happens I will tolerate her slip ups. No matter 
how grave her errors, I will overlook them because the 
anguish that I have to suffer for her indiscretions will fade 
away sooner or later but the virtue of tolerance Over this 
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es agony and the virtue of the spirit of forgiveness 
æ for the pleasure of Allah 46 will remain forever and 


snd the reward will be added to my account in the 
ter." 


sestance, she didn’t replace the toothpaste cap correctly 
ste is apathetic about conserving electricity in spite of 
i Gawing her attention to her negligence on numerous 
asions or she failed to change a light bulb in the kitchen 
“you subsequently bumped yourself whilst walking into 
kitchen at night. Now, for the agony you suffered, you 
seher a tonque-lashing and she in turn retorts with an 
œn more furious tone. You are bound to seethe with raye 
[Ber her petty annoyance but compose yourself. Exercise 
[pearance and ponder over the fact that rudeness and 
/Maveness will not always remain nor will its after-effects 
“we eternity. Think that just because of something as 
“evant as her abusive tongue you hurled a heap of abuse 
her, So the sin of vulgarity will rest on both your 
suders and both of you could suffer loss in the hereafter. 


wever, if you put up with her fleeting bout of abuse and 
‘a merely responded with “May Allah 36 guide you. We will 


says this issue When you calm down”, this phrase of Du‘a 
fibe a source of guidance for her and a source of fortune 


you in the hereafter. 


member that the impressions of distress and sorrow are 
“Wor a few days only. What will remain eternally will be 


«good and evil deeds. 





‘dat Maulana Mahmûd Deobandi rahmatullahi ‘alaih was a 
dent of Deoband. He was an ‘Alim of extraordinary 
‘om, He was a teacher to thousands of ‘Ulama. He was 
‘fist teacher of Darul ‘Ulam Deoband whilst Shaikhul- 
“ rabmatullahi alaih was his first student. Both, teacher 
Student, were responsible for laying the foundation 


of Darul ‘Ulam Deoband. 
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an 


ag ace committed a sin. He went up to a saint and 
esi to committing such and such sin. The saint 


ened: “With the spirit of pleasing Allah 3, lovingly feed 
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After his death, someone saw him in a dream and asked bin 
how he fared. He replied: “All praise is due to Allah & alone. 


He has pardoned me.” When asked what elicited Aish's x 


forgiveness, he replied: “I was neither questioned about my 
academic talents nor about my educational skills. However, 
I was informed that my pardon was sustained by a rather 
unforeseen occurrence. I was told: “One day you asked your 
wife to prepare rice for you. She inadvertently added a bit of 
extra salt but you patiently partook of the meal. You didnt 
mention a word to your wife and uncomplainingly tolerated 
her indiscretion. You didn't reveal any of this so that she 
doesn’t suffer any- form of heartache. You are forgiven 
merely because of this tolerance you portrayed towards 


her.” 


Hadrat Mufti Shafi Sahib rahmatullahi ‘alaih says: “These 

are graceful endowments. When you wish to offer 

something, even the most insignificant gift can be tendered. 

A senior ‘Alim of Deoband, Maulana Manfat ‘Al Sahib == 

was an Ustad of a great many leading personalities. He was 
also my father’s Ustad. He unexpectedly passed away in 
Kânpûr probably of a heart attack. Let alone any close 
relatives, nobody was with him when he breathed his last. 
He died all alone as a destitute. One of my colleagues saw 
him in a dream after his death and asked him how he fared. 
He replied: “Allah 33 showered me with His grace. Allah % 
informed me: “You died as a pauper, all alone. We took pity 
over your condition and pardoned you.” ccasionally this is 
what happens. Allah Ta‘ala accepts the most seemingly 
modest actions. Since it is carried out with scrupulous 
sincerity, Allah 36 accepts it and overlooks all the other sins. 


I mention this (subject on sincerity) repeatedly so that 
people are not duped into thinking that they can Carry outa 
few trivial tasks and abandon everything else in anticipation 
of Allah’s 35 forgiveness. [From Majalis Mufti A'zam Compiled o: 


Hadrat Mufti Abdur-Ralif Sakharwi p.402] 
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ewe a morsel of food. Insha Allah, this good deed will 
ge enger of Allah 3g. Placing a morsel of food in her 


¿7 sa form of charity and charity wards off the wrath of 
BE Chanty also dispels calamity.” 


wit Dishearten the Wife 


+ Muslim should ensure that his walking, eating, sitting, 
amg - in-short all his actions do not cause inconvenience 
xes. Nobody should be physically bothered or 


axonally distressed. Think about it; such people have 


= referred to as ‘Jbadur-Rahman' or the servants of 
amén. Allah % refers to them as “those who tread the 
m tenderly. This in no way means that they walk slowly 
ants. It means that they don’t put on airs of vanity 
est waking. These people are also described in the 
kaing words: “When they are addressed by the ignorant, 
$ reply Salam.” It means that an ignorant person should 
=quntered with words of peace. Tyranny should be 
aered with justice. Allah 3g commends such people; 
se who tread the earth with humility. They do not 
Mer anyone. They don't walk with an air of haughtiness. 
‘jak without driving anyone else out of the way. 
stuigh g further explains this when he said: “A Muslim 
efom whose tongue and hand others are protected.” 


Selly others are harassed either with the tongue or the 
= This is why the hand and the tongue are singled out in 
*tadith, Your lifestyle, walking, speaking, everything 
“you should not be a nuisance to anyone. 


Say, Rasůlullâh % is reported to have said: “Iman 
“Utes Seventy different branches. The least of which is 
s è Something detrimental from the road.” The 

“E of this can be gauged from the fact that this has 
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been declared a branch of Iman. Although we ourselves ma 
not be responsible for dumping harmful objects like stones 
etc. on the road but our Jmani fibre warrants that we 
remove the item from the road. As for placing such objects 
on the road ourselves, well, what can we say? Remember 
Harassing others is a major sin. Some saints are of the 
opinion that there is no sin as heinous as breaking another 
person’s heart whilst there is no deed as admirable as 
bringing joy to a believer, The Qur'an and Hadith are replete 
with warnings against harassing others. 


Ibn Kathir a: writes: “Yusuf ## interpreted the dreams of 
both his co-inmates. He addressed both of them saying that 
one of you would live in comfort as the servant of the king 
whilst the other would be executed by hanging. The 
interpretation was predetermined. It was also predestined 
that the royal cupbearer would be set free and resume his 
duties whilst the royal chef would be hanged. However, out 
of his prophetic affection, Yusuf s did not divulge which of 
the two would be hanged to death as he didn't want them 
overwhelmed with grief. He merely made a genera 
statement assuring one of freedom and the other of 
execution.” (Ma'‘ariful Qur'an vol.5 p.69] 


In short, Rasdlullah forbade hurting any Muslim's hear 
even to the slightest degree. He advised: “When three 
people are together, two of them should refrain from 
whispering with each other lest it offends the third person.’ 
Although these two people did not verbally abuse or insult 
the third person but they could hurt his feelings. Hence, he 
forbade such a scenario. 


It is said of Hadrat Thanwi rahmatul/3hi ‘alaih that on one 
occasion he was all alone at home. His wife was gone to one 
of her relative’s homes. Before setting out, she asked 
Hadrat to open the chicken coop but Hadrat forgot to do so 
He performed his Salah and recited the Holy Qur'an but his 
heart was not in it. He wanted to do some writing but the 
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=;'s when he realised: “Today I didn’t let the chickens 
œ llet them enclosed so Allah 4 also left my heart 


P] = 
Sal, 


The Ideal Father 


- 
sec matter just wouldn't come to mind. His mind was a 


4 He turned to Allah 44 and begged His forgiveness. 


‘se who are favoured with insight can’t even stand a 
“ten being put to distress. How many hearts do we 
sensitively subject to abject misery? 
weve the situation. Those saints were people with open 
ms. The moment they step away from Allah 4s, they are 


wceptively drawn to their carelessness. 


We don’t even 


ih Taala commands, don’t enter another person's home 


woul his permission. When you enter, observe Salam. 
si him when it is not his meal or resting times. These are 
injunctions of Shari'ah. Contravention of these rulings is 


an. 


% Holy Qur'an teaches us to abstain from annoying 
syne. Refrain from displeasing and offending others. One 
suid make a determined effort coupled with Du‘a and a 
im conviction that he will desist from bothering others. He 
wud make a firm resolution: “Nobody should be 
“shoartened because of me; either intentionally or 
enentonally. I should not be a source of causing 
‘gomfort to others.” Once the conviction is there together 
ah Dv'a and a determined effort, Allah’s 35 assistance will 


*at hand. Be very careful about causing any from of 
msh especially to the wife and children. Such a 
ywction on the husband's part accompanied by Ou'a is 
we to solve a multitude of problems. Some people claim 
“at they had no intention of annoying the other party. It 
‘came to pass. The elders counter: “To assert that they 
“eno intention is not a fitting excuse. They should form a 
™® resolution that they will not annoy anyone.” In other 
5 as far as human rights are concerned, the lack of 
tionally harming anyone is not sufficient but there 
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should be a firm intention of totally refraining from harming 
anyone. As in the case of safeguarding the gaze, the saints 
of Din say: “In order to refrain from being classified a 
sinner, the inadvertent falling of the gaze on women is not a 
sufficient excuse but there should be a conviction of 
Safeguarding the gaze from falling onto Haram women. 
Otherwise every person will allow his eyes to roam around 
freely and when his gaze lands on non-Mahram women, he 
will claim that he had no intention whatsoever. So we will 
respond that when did you make an intention not to see? 
The claim that these women appeared within your vision 
without any intention on your part is not a convincing 
argument. You should also make a firm resolution to ensure 
that your gaze does not fall onto such women. 


One of the casualties of not safeguarding the gaze is that no 
matter how stunningly attractive your wife is, she loses her 
appeal in your eyes. One of the deceptive strategies 
employed by Shaytan to bring about marital dispute is to 
present the charming nature of other women whilst 
depicting his own Halal wife as repulsively unattractive. The 
only solution to this problem is to vigilantly safequard the 
eyesight as well as the sight of the heart so that he doesnt 
indulge in fantasising about other women. 


Avoid Name-Calling 


Bear in mind that name-calling or reprimanding in a furious 
or thunderous bellow offers no hope of resolving an issue. In 
fact the tyrannical nature of the husband gets temporarily 
imprinted on the wife’s heart and mind. Similarly, she is 
downright convinced of her husband's foolishness and 
insecurity. After all, on the basis of a petty issue or without 
proper investigation, he has already made up his mind that! 
am a delinquent. This is why he yells at me in front of the 
children. Firstly, he is not all there and secondly he is more 
faithless and ungrateful than a beast. From dawn to dusk | 
labour for him and the children and for a mere indiscretion 
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seit out all my favours and addresses me with terms 
«ute, nutty, slothful” etc. 


~ taunts are Sometimes so indelibly impressed on the 
As mind and heart that she is unable to forget even if 
a tally wants to. Imagine the husband dead and the 


= folk making funeral arrangements. The wife will also 
= bitterly with the other women but even at this woeful 
erent she can’t help but recall specific events that took 
me between her and her late husband. Just as his death 
Ix his favours over her, it will also stir up distressing 
=pones of her husband who acted like a wild beast when 
axed. He would leap, bite and inflict injury like an 
~wated monster and he would utter whatever comes to 


a. 


+eery Muslim should deliberate and take stock of himself. 
ashuld remind himself again and again that although he 
“sahusband, he is first and foremost a human being. He is 
“best of creations. He is not like a lion, cheetah, snake or 
apon, And not only is he the best of the creation, he is 
“pnvileged to be a Muslim whom RasUlullah # referred to 
z'a person from whom other Muslims are safe (from the 


s) of his tongue and hand”. 


% the wife and children are also included in the word 
isis’, A Muslim has no other strategy but to advise and 
wan. If you counselled your wife ninety nine times and 
= she fails to adhere or she nonetheless makes the same 
“sake, there is no other way but to advise her the 


“xdredth time. 


we come to the Darul Ifta and bewail that they told their 
"esa thousand times but she nonetheless refuses to pay 
=£ Mufti Sahib then asks: “How long are you married?” 
“reply that they are married two years, ten years or 
= years etc. Mufti Sahib then disputes their claim 
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Saying: “How could you have advised her a thousand times 
in this short period of time? This is a white lie”. 


Remember that Shaytan deceives you into asserting that 
you advised her a thousand times. He leads you to believe: 
“You advised her a thousand times but the wretched woman 
just refuses to listen.” Why don’t you appease yourself with 
the supposition that there is no other strategy but to advise 
her once more even though you may have purportedly 
advised her a thousand times over? 


Hadrat Shaikhul Islam Maulana Shabbir Ahmad ‘Uthmani 
rahmatullahi ‘alaih says: “If Haq (the truth) is presented 
with Hag (sincerity of intention) and in a Haq (truthful) 
manner, it would surely leave some impression. Where the 
statement doesn’t leave any impression whatsoever, one of 
these three factors is lacking. Should one strive to bring 
about spiritual reformation whilst taking these three factors 
into account, it will, Insha Allah, make some impression. 
The addressee will acknowledge the impression and act 
accordingly. Even if the addressee fails to act accordingly, 
the inevitable outcome of this would be that he at least 
profited by gaining proper knowledge.” (Extracted from Majalis 
Mufti A'zam compiled by Mufti Abdur-Rauf Sakharwi p.493) 


Dwell on this text very carefully. Go over it once again. This 
is a statement of an accredited ‘Alim who is hailed as 
Shaikhul Islam by Arabs and non-Arabs alike. Hundreds of 
thousands of people benefit from his Tafsir (Tafsir ‘Uthmåni) 
and his commentary on Sahih Muslim, Fathul-Mulhim. 


If you wish to reform the wife, you will never be able to do 
so by assailing her with thunderous invectives or demeaning 
names. Strive to employ the appropriate measures of 
reformation. This will assure you of your own protection as 


well. 


Hadrat Maulana Mufti Taqi ‘Uthmani damat barak&tuh writes 
in the memoirs of his father: “My father (Mufti Muhammad 


——————— e n 
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sf Sahib rahmatullahi ‘alaih) would often say: “One may 

„admonished only for doing something deplorable. 
snnshing someone for doing something that is not 
gable is deplorable in itself. So those who rebuke 
or for failing to adhere to non-obligatory etiquette or 
sahabbat are off beam. Yes, undeniably the Mustahabbat 
etiquette should be taught and propagated. They should 
.(ubt be promoted. If a person omits a Mustahab, there 
sw problem in compassionately drawing his attention to it 
„mate. However, condemning or admonishing him is not 


| ymitted, 


\ father would also say: “People who express annoyance 
yoiticise others in public over the omission of a Mustahab 
equilty of two offences; firstly they are guilty of criticising 
mane for doing something that is not condemnable and 
xondly they are guilty of using a humiliating approach by 
ising someone in public. Occasionally, this spell 
masm is motivated by vanity or egotism, which is a sin in 


bell 







twould also say that people who are caught up in this 
ss are generally those whose vision is veiled from the 
"we crucial issues of Din. The Ad&b (etiquette) and 
slahabbat are indisputably much cherished components 
‘Din, They should be implemented, but some form of 
tude should be applied. Others should be gently 
Muaded to practice on them but it is downright improper 
“Mticise others for non-compliance. féxtracted from Mere Walid 


Ye Shaikh Aur Un Ka Mizajo Mazaq p.140) 


Se are the words of the grand Mufti of Pakistan, Mufti 
‘enmad Shafi Sahib rahmatullahi ‘alaih. His words 
“Sent us with a synopsis of Qur'an, Hadith, Fiqh and 
ile Du'a and whenever possible perform two Rak‘at 
x and make Du‘a: “O Allah! Eliminate all my evil 
Me and grant me the ability to conduct myself with 
he with my wife and children in a suitable 


ee 
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Sometimes the husband is worked into a fage ove 
somewhat petty issues especially when he doesn't get me 
he wants on time. For instance, he is thirsty and he can't 
locate a glass. You are suffering from a headache. Yoy 
popped a tablet into your mouth but as you go to the fridge, 
the water bottle is nowhere to be seen. You go into the 
bathroom and there's no soap. So on such occasions you will 
have to restrain your temper and exercise absolute 
restraint. You should obviously advise your wife but advise 
her in the proper manner. Firstly, try not to advise her right 
away but speak to her after the passing of at least three 
Salah times. For instance, if you had a problem after Fajr 
Salah, wait until three Salahs elapse in between. You may 
broach the subject with her after ‘Isha Salah. Similarly, if 
you have a problem after ‘Asr Salah, speak to her about it 
after Fajr Salah. However, when addressing her, by no 
means should you bear down upon her with words like: 
“How stupid can you be? How many times must I remind 
you that I want water? Why didn’t you leave a tumbler in 
the room? How spiteful can you be? I told you I am suffering 
with a stomach ache and I need to each Kitchri (rice boiled 
in split pulse). Why didn’t you prepare it for me?” 


Instead of assailing her with such distasteful titles and 
aggressive words, why don’t you opt for a more positive 
approach instead? Whilst waiting for a period of three Salah 
times to elapse, ponder over your own shortcomings as well. 
Perhaps if you mull over this with an open heart and mind, 
you would realize that it is also your own fault. For instance, 
why did you pop the tablet first and then look for water? Or 
why didn’t you check if there is a towel or soap in the 
bathroom beforehand. Etc., etc. 


If you had to remind her about preparing your Kitchri a 
second time, did it wound your self-esteem in any way? She 
is after all a human being. She is prone to Making mistakes. 
Why don’t you imagine: “When I berate her with repulsive 
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as Ike stupid, nutty, cruel, ignorant, worthless, monster 
. Jam actually referring to myself”. 
qe! 


asis an extremely favourable strategy. You will be blessed 
ð peace and tranquillity. Apart from your domestic 
qabbles, all your outside problems will also cease. You will 
yherished by Allah 4% and admired by His servants. 


drat Maulana Muhammad Ilyas Sahib rahmatul/&hi ‘alaih 
uid often say: “This task can only be carried out by those 
sho regard the errors of others as their own errors and in 


| pte of guiltless, they admit to their own shortcomings and 


dopt an attitude of remorse.” 


uing his latter years, Hadrat (Maulana Ilyas Sahib) once 
ame to Lucknow with a Jama‘at. The Jama‘at was 
xommodated at Darul ‘“Ulum Nadwatul-‘Ulama. Hadrat 
wena ‘Abdush-Shakur Sahib su“: arranged a Jalsah in 
nour of Maulana Muhammad Ilyas Sahib a+ at Dāâārul- 
Huballighin Pata Nalah. Maulana Abdush-Shakur Sâhib sas 
git his younger brother, Hadrat Maulana ‘Abdur-Rahim 
hb to go and fetch Maulana Ilyas Sahib rahmatul/ahi 
ait. Maulana ‘Abdur-Rahim Sahib was delayed for some 
tason and as a result, Maulana Ilyas Sahib landed very late 
Pata Nalah. A number of guests waited for Maulana at the 
isah but returned in vain when they realized he is not 
ting to arrive on time. When Maulana ‘Abdush-Shaktr 
Shiv complained to Maulana Ilyas Sahib about his 
attaordinary delay, Maulana instantly replied: “I am sorry. 
iwas at fault.” Hadrat thereafter addressed his colleagues: 
‘coud have absolved myself by laying the blame on his 
lounger brother but it is better to accept Dlame for it even if 
Yare not guilty. This is the type of temperament this work 
W Tabligh) demands.” He would also say: “The nature of 
S work is such that one has to put up with one’s own as 
"Ilas others.” [Extracted from Irshadato Makttbat, Hadrat Maulana 
Muhammad Ilyas Dehlawi rahmatullahi ‘alaih] 
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will become accustomed to it. If you resort to beating 
the child, he is prone to become audacious. This may 
even lead to brazen insolence. When he intends to do 
something he will boldly go ahead because he knows 
that the worse that can happen is that he will only 
get a beating for it. 
11.Don’t ever comply with all his demands. This could 
make the child arrogant. Submitting to all his whims 
could adversely affect the child's distinctive emotions 
of tolerance, sympathy, unity, harmony etc. 

12.When the child wishes to say something to you, give 
him your undivided attention so that when you 
respond he will also give you his undivided attention 
in return. 

13. Do not expose the shortcomings of one child before 
another child as this may develop pride in the other 
child. 

14. Avoid praising one child in front of the other as this 
could lead to him developing an inferiority complex. 

15. Endeavour to develop self-confidence in the child. 
Give the ehild an opportunity to make simple 
decisions. For instance, the brand of ice cream he 
would like or whether he would like his egg as an 
omelette or fried sunny-side up. In other words, 
allow him to make his own decisions in such 
insignificant matters. 

16.Allow the children to participate in some basic 
functions as this would bolster their self-confidence. 

17. Don't ever attempt to terrify the child with some 

phantom monster or in any other way whatsoever. 
For instance, watch out! The devil will come for you. 
The ghost will take you away. If you do this, I will 
beat the hell out of you. Etc., etc. 

18. Be very particular about the child’s diet. Ensure that 
the diet does not consist of fatty, rich or indigestible 
foodstuff. 

19. Frequently examine the child's gestures and 
movements, his eyes, skin, extraordinary swelling of 
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the stomach, body temperature, colour of his urine 
and faeces etc. Also observe his crying, lethargy and 
lstlessness as well; as the child is unable to 
communicate his feelings in the way adults do. These 
are some of the symptoms of either his illness or his 
well-being. 

i).Avoid providing the child with too may toys especially 

toys Of animate objects like puppets, dolls etc. Yes, 
provide them with toys that are physically beneficial 
or mentally challenging and toys that can keep them 
occupied. 

j.Avoid engaging in imaginary or fictitious 
conversations with the child. Rather apprise him of 
the realities of things. 

Aways Speak the truth with the child. Enable him to 
distinguish between the truth and falsehood by 
himself, 

B.Avoid deceiving the child in any way. Perhaps he will 
deceive you when he grows up. 

li. Develop a fixed routine for his daily chores; maintain 
apreset time for eating, sleeping, reading, playing 


etc, 
Provide a bedroom that is spacious, well ventilated 


and clean. 
%.Teach the child to keep his soiled clothes etc. in a 


designated place and not strewn about the room. For 
instance, teach him to take off his shoes here and 


place his socks there. 
YAvoid maintaining an intellectual distance between 


yourself and the child. Maintain a friendly relationship 


with the child. 
Avoid scolding the child in front of others, especially 


in front of other children his own age. Also refrain 
fom counting out his shortcomings before other 
children as this injures his self-esteem. 

‘Do not allow a child of seven to sleep in the same 
bedroom as you. Treat all your children equally. 
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Contemplate over this. Once a person searches for his 
shortcomings, Allah 3% will develop such characteris 
popularity within him that would enable him to execute the 
work (of inviting towards Allah &). 


Develop a Bond of Friendship with the Children 


The aim of education does not revolve around a preset 
syllabus that you make the child commit to memory and 
ensure that he passes in the examination. In fact it is the 
bounden duty of the father that together with the childs 
academic life, he should also tend to his practical life. He 
should bring him up in such a manner that the child is 
capable of facing up to the most challenging tests and the 


most demanding conditions. 


To this end, the child has to have a degree of self- 
confidence. He should be able to carry out all his work with 
self-assurance. It is rather difficult for the child to develop 
self-confidence without a warm, loving and favourable 
domestic environment. This is why the home environment 
should be favourable, sympathetic and informal to the child. 
It is awfully improper to censure or beat the poor child for 
every triviality. This creates insecurity and anxiety within 
the child. As a result, he may not be able to do anything 
with confidence. So the father, in view of his children’s 
welfare, should provide constructive entertainment and 
educational activities to his children. These activities should 
be able to steer the child’s nature in the right direction. 
Moreover, these activities should also be able to pacify their 
zeal without depriving them of their needs. 


Bolster the child’s sense of security. Make him feel that his 
word carries some weight in the home. Give him the 
assurance that he is cherished and he occupies some 
position of importance in the household. With this Purpose 
in mind, allow the children to express their feetings and 
sentiments, which they are unable to express before their 
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„nds either due to their weakness or due to some other 
aso. Occasionally, make them sit with you. Talk to them. 
yen to what they have got to say. Include them in your 
awersation in a very relaxed manner. Tutor them to speak 
1a manner warranted by the occasion. Give their petty 
joblems an ear and demonstrate your interest in them. 
yn them in their sporting activities. Mingle with them in 
yh a manner that they take you as a sincere friend and 
ney are able to communicate whatever they wish without 
kmality. In this manner you will be able to solve their 
yoblems more easily. This will also protect them from a 
ystof bizarre absurdities and imprudent ways. 


| wever, be very careful if you receive a report of your 
‘did’s misconduct or shortcoming. Don’t just sweep it under 
tearpet or else his behaviour will only worsen. Call him 
| wi private and point out his erroneous ways to him. 
lise him in an appropriate manner without humiliating 
| imin any way. You may also prohibit him in a manner that 
smt sensitively offensive to him so that he doesn’t hide 


anything from you. 





| tsilullâh # was exceptionally fond of children. He would 
ifen carry them on his shoulders and walk about. However, 
f the child did something morally or religiously 
mppropriate, he would admonish the child but in such a 
mmer that the child is not offended. It is mentioned in the 
ihadith that Hadrat Ummu Salmah’‘s radiallahd 'anhâ son, 
Imr $ a son from a previous marriage was once 
| taking of meals with RasUlullah #% in the same plate. 
Sxe he was still a young boy at that time, his hand was 
sy wandering around the plate. RasGlullah 4 admonished 
“right away, but in this manner: “Son! Recite Bismillah 
Nn partaking of meals. Eat with the right hand and eat 


the side that is in front of you”. 


$$ 





i He reprimanded the child but he didn’t mention the 
_ “S Misconduct directly. He initially mentioned two 


| 
a 


The Ideal Father 


etiquettes before actually dealing with his indiscretion, Th 
stance rectified the problem without insulting the chil x 


any manner. 


Remember! Don't be so heartless that the child regards yoy 
as a tyrant. Also don’t be so informal that you verbalize 
whatever comes to mind thus undermining the sacred 


father-son relationship. 
May Allah 3 grant all of us the divine guidance to rear ow 


children correctly. Amin. 
Select Upright Friends for Your Children 


It is an established fact that companions leave an indelible 
impression on a person. If a companion is decent with 
upright morals, a person is more inclined towards piety and 
performing good deeds becomes easier. He becomes 
innately vigilant of performing evil. Rasulullah # has al 
revealed this fact in the following words: “A person is on the 
creed of his companion. So a person should examine who he 


befriends.” (Mishk&t vol.2 p.427] 


In another Hadith, Rasûlullâh æ further elaborates on ths 
point in the form of a practical example. He says: “A pious 
friend can be likened to a musk merchant; you will either 
purchase musk from him or he will perhaps present some 
musk to you or at least you will not be deprived of the 
fragrance emanating from him. On the contrary, an evil 
friend is like a blower of a blacksmith‘s furnace; even if a 
glowing ember doesn’t burn your clothes the rank odour is 


bound to get you.” (Mishkét vol.2 p.426) 


So it is the responsibility of the father that he keeps an eye 
on his children’s companions. He should discourage forming 
friendships with children who are a menace to either the 
morals or the behaviour of his children. The father should 
pursue morally upright friends for his children and try to 
form a bond of friendship between them. He Should also 
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„ pu'å for good friends. Get the wife, the children’s 
A to make Du'a for them as well: “O Allah! Grant our 
ee ous friends and protect them from evil friends. 


pideen pi 

iain, 

ware well aware of the attributes required for a friend. 

„ever, as a reminder, we mention some of them 

weunder. Before mentioning these attributes, let us 

aterate that a Dini (religious) environment has a very great 
npression on the child. Therefore, strive to develop a Dint 
gvronment for your children. This can only be achieved if 

i) the members of the household are Dini-conscious 

wase a child grasps more from watching than he does 

' fom listening. 

| he {undamental characteristics of a companion should be: 

l. The companion you wish to pursue for your child 
should be around the same age as that of your child. 
A big age difference is detrimental to the child. 

2, The friend's parents should also be Salah-conscious 
and upright. They shouldn’t have a television and 
other such obscenities at home. Their standard of 
living should be on par with yours. Friendship with a 
child hailing from a relatively more affluent 
household is not appropriate. 

3. The companion should be scrupulous about his Salah, 
Saum (fasting) and other such Shari injunctions and 
he should encourage others to do the same. 

4. In the case of daughters, get the wife to search for 
such friends who are Hijab (pardah) conscious and 

vigilant of the other Shar‘ injunctions. 

5. An important characteristic of a friend is that if he 
Observes a shortcoming in one of his friends, he 
should not be one who goes about publicising this 
nor should he readily condone what he does but he 
should strive to ward off the shortcoming with 


affection and love. 
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If you pursue a friend with the  aforementioneg 
characteristics, we hope to Allah 3€ of an exceptionally 


favourable outcome and your child will be an individual of 
outstanding character. Nonetheless, just as good friends are 
favourable to the child so are evil friends detrimental to him. 
Therefore, make an all out effort to discourage bad 
company. Also regulate the times they visit their friends. 
Ensure that they are home by Maghrib time at the latest. 


Child Supervision 


“Children are the masons of the nations.” Everyone has 
heard of this adage but very few people realize its 
significance. Have you ever deliberated over this saying? 
How can young children ever be masons of the nations? 


When a person plants a seed into the ground, morning and 
evening he makes Du‘ and he keeps a vigilant eye over the 
area he has planted the seed. Now when a few days later, a 
small shoot sprouts up, this person is unable to contain his 
pleasure. He then diligently attends to the sapling. He 
waters it with care, places fertilizer around it, protects it 
from other animals and birds and he also continues to make 
Du‘a for it. The same sapling in due course develops into à 
Gigantic tree whose cool shade and breezes are a source of 
mercy to travellers whilst the tree itself is a vital source of 
nourishment and food. It absorbs carbon dioxide and it also 
assists in acting as a barrier against floods, heat and dust. 


In the same manner, the future of a nation is linked to its 
new generation. Children are the masons of the future. 
Healthy children contribute to a healthy nation and a healthy 
society. Today’s children are custodians of the future. As 
they grow into adults of tomorrow, the same children will be 
guardians of the nation and protectors of Din. This is why it 
is so vital to take good care of the children’s health. In fact, 
even before they are born, their health should be given due 
consideration. A healthy body reflects a healthy mind. 
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“ „r with their physical health, their psychological well- 
Y gould also be taken care of. 
y" 


y% to maintain their physical and psychological well- 
gand in order to maintain a balanced personality, both 
ms should concentrate on the following elementary 
ations: 


ı Pay meticulous attention to the child's cleanliness 
and tidiness. 

}. Itis of vital importance that the child wears clothing 
that is loose fitting, comfortable and clean. 


_ 3, Clothe the child in accordance to the weather. 
_ 4 Always choose light-coloured clothing. Since children 


| 
| 


ae naturally weak and frail, ‘weaker’ colours are 
more appropriate for them. 

$. Never yell at your children. Speak to them slowly ina 
gentle tone and in a manner that is easy for them to 
understand. 

6. Develop a sense of responsibility within the children. 
This can be achieved by making the child look after 
his own things and by making him carry out his own 
work, This will diminish his sense of indifference to 
some extent. For instance, when sitting down for 


| meals, make the child lay the dastarkhan (table- 


| cloth). Make him clear up after meals. Encourage him 
| tobe clean and explain the advantages thereof. 
| 1. Aways employ words of respect when conversing 
| with the child. 
| 8 Refrain from scolding and admonishing the child 
| relentlessly. 

3, Ifthe child makes a mistake or he breaks something 
valuable, explain to him with a lot of love and 
affection that he should be more careful in the 
future. If you resort to scolding and beating you are 
Surely not going to recoup your loss but the child will 
develop a dislike for you. 

Always refrain from beating and rebuking the child. If 
Yu g0 on scolding the child, in all likelihood the child 
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| gallbladder 


etc. Other possibilities include ulcers, 

ym and tuberculosis. Bacterial infection also cannot be 
wot. However, this in no means that abdominal pains 
le to physical causes. According to some 
ogists, quite often, acute pain could also be linked to 
at psychological disorder or to distress. However this in 
wy indicates that the child's pain is merely a 
|gological problem. Dejection or emotional trauma 
agit about by anxiety either in school or at home could 
ete a cause of physical pain. A pallid complexion, 
ness of the stomach, nausea or constipation are not 
w symptoms. Some children complain of stomach- 
asaccompanied by leg pains or headaches. We have also 
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30. The importance and advantages of the 
aforementioned guidelines cannot be disputed but 
remember that with physical and psychological 
supervision, a religious inclination is also 
indispensable. Make the child aware as to what his 
religion teaches him. From an early age, try to instil 
a habit of performing the five daily Salah and the 
recitation of the Holy Qur'an. 







If the children are governed in accordance to the 
aforementioned principles, it would be a favour upon a 
generation, a favour upon society. To some extent, society's 


evils like mutual hostility, strained relationships, 
disproportionate levels of poverty and opulence, class 
struggles, self-indulgence, malice etc. can be eradicated. 
Only correct supervision will make the children the finest 
architects of the nation’s future. 


Never Overlook the Child’s Abdominal Complaints 


Generally, mothers detest the children making such excuses 
to miss school. They consequently, send the wailing child off 
to school where he is unable to concentrate on his studies. 
Bear in mind that when the child complains exclusively of a 
stomach-ache, do not overlook it. It is not necessarily a 


pretext to avoid school. 


Children are more prone to suffer more from abdominal 
pains than adults. Perhaps the child is unable to express 
himself appropriately. In such cases, the child requires a 
complete medical examination. A blood test and urine test is 
quite effective in ascertaining the problem. Such tests will 
provide some indication of bladder infection or ‘low-blood 


pressure’ etc. 


There could be a number of other causes of abdominal pain, 
for instance, inflammation of the lymph nodes, infection of 
the throat, poor diet, allergic reactions to dairy products or 


ŘS aa S 
Pie sid 


m” 








»ofhereditary headaches affecting part of the head. 


auch has shown that children whose parents or other 
yghold members take a keen interest in resolving the 
jems of the children or they make the children feel that 
sae never alone, such children triumph over their 
zems more remarkably than other children. 


Imilitude of medical tests were carried out on a certain 
“but all proved negative. Later it was established that 
nifthe main reasons for his pain was that his classmates 
#e harassing him. He was a butt of all the jokes of the 
oom. When the parents and teachers realized this and 
made a concerted effort to eliminate the problem, the 
“teovered from his abdominal pains that were brought 


by psychological trauma. 










“ey, drinking less water, failing to urinate when the 
arises or failure to wash thoroughly after attending to 
al of nature could also cause ill health. Develop the 
+ making them drink a glass of water the moment 
en the morning. Also ask them to drink water now 
èn. Also apprise them of the harms of failing to go to 
e, whenever the need arises. Explain to them that 
abit could be unhealthy for them and it is a bad 
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habit to suppress this urge. Even Islâm disapproves of thi 
habit. This is why Islam enjoins delaying the Salah wi 
confronted with the urge of attending to the call of nature 
Similarly, pouring water thoroughly after urinating ang 
cleansing the body meticulously is a sign of good health ang 


purity. 


Similarly, you and the children should drink only boiled 
water at home. Prevent the children from consuming betel- 
nut (pan etc.). The constant use of betel-nut could lead toa 


number of fatal illnesses. 


Prevent children from developing an addiction of chewing 
gum. The constant chewing of gum depletes the saliva of 
the mouth. This saliva plays a vital role in swallowing and 


digestion of food. 


Sweets of a substandard quality are responsible for oral 
decay. The consumption of too many sweets compounded 
by poor oral hygiene is set to ruin the child’s pearly white 
set of teeth. Ensure that the children eat sweets 
manufactured by a reputable company only and that they 
brush up afterwards. Always avoid products containing 
artificial colourants. Such products tend to act as poisons 


when they reach the stomach. 
Your Child can become a Perfect Individual 


When the child comes into this world, the focus should be on 
how best to rear the child physically, mentally and 


psychologically. 


When the child starts talking, don't ever teach him nasty 
words. Quite often, members of the household fondly teach 
the baby a number of nasty words. Now when the child 
repeats the words in parrot-fashion, everyone is thrilled to 
hear it. They sometimes even request the child to recap on 
what he just said. This gives the child the impression that he 
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ng something acceptable but when the same words are 
gated in front of a host, the family members are put to 
we. So start the child off with good, pleasant words. 


„nstance, if one of the elder cousins or siblings dubs one 
ite younger children as ‘crazy’, the baby mimics this and 
<sout: “cazy, cazy”. Now all spectators, just to add a bit 
img to the gathering, prompt the child to say it again and 
yin. The parents should explain to the child that such 


ats are foul and inappropriate. 
inary, when you have guests, don’t ignore your children 


Hist entertaining your guests. In fact, you should take the 
tids fullname and introduce him to the guest. This will 


wide the child some feeling of self-worth. 


hen seated with your guests and the child turns up to ask 
grething, don’t chastise him. Put your conversation on 
Wand attend to the child. Respond to his question and 


within at ease. 


int mention any of the child's evil habits to anyone you 
wt When the child learns that one of his shortcomings is 
hing mentioned to others, he will get the impression that it 
sumething favourable. Now instead of abandoning the 


knit, he will strive to uphold it. 


int ever mention the failures of the child before everyone 
manyone. This will certainly devastate the child’s sense of 


dhesteem, 


% a big thing of the child's most insignificant 
“ievements, This will boost his self-confidence and inspire 


into perform better in the future. 


N 

sheer the school arranges a “parent’s day”, make sure 
tend. Your participation will enhance his sense of 
nly and self-worth. Avoid comparing your child to other 


~ 
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children. Firstly this cultivates feelings of revulsion for yoy 
and secondly, you have no idea to what extent his 


personality is bruised. 


Applaud the child openly before guests and other people, 
This is the simplest method of boosting the child's 
confidence. Don’t ever converse with the child in an abrupt 


or snappy manner. 
Relate to the child stories charged with valour and heroism. 


This will stamp out anxiety and fear. 


Keep an eye on the child’s friends. What sort of family do 
they come from? What is their temperament like, etc.? 
Ensure that his friends are essentially of the same age 


group. 


After schocl, ensure that he spends as much time as 
possible at home because if he learns one good thing 
outside, he is sure to pick up two bad things as well. Take 


out a bit of time to play with the children. 


Commend the achievements of the child because every child 
craves praise. So why deprive the child of this pleasure? 
Within your financial limitations, allow the child to purchase 
what he wants. Don’t ever try to force your preferences 
down his throat. Today, allow them to take minor decisions 
so that they are confident in taking major decisions in the 
future. Allow the child to make a decision with confidence. 


Refrain from carrying out all the child’s work yourself. If you 
do all his work, it does not bode well for his future. Develop 
in them the habit of carrying out a few minor chores at 
home. This will improve their sense of responsibility and it 
will keep them on the ball when they grow up. Always 
advise them to respect their elders and to show kindness to 


their juniors. 
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«confirm your intellectual ability and practice upon the 
„mentioned guidelines, be rest assured that your child 
sum out to be a man of a flawless and confident 
„malty. Surely this will also please you because the 
en's accomplishment is unquestionably the outcome of 


aprents' upbringing. 


xiThem a Hearty Breakfast under Your Supervision 


| 
akims (doctors) regard breakfast as an enormously 
ally and beneficial meal. If the child has a good 
wast, he will, Insha Allah, remain healthy. And a 
ally body produces a healthy mind. The same mind goes 
flo become a source of worldly and religious 
mmplishments. So spend upon yourself and upon your 
Kand children from whatever Allah 3g has bestowed upon 
m Instead of squandering your money on useless 
Wings, clothing and ornaments, use the same money to 
{it and other nutritious food. Also rear the children in 
ita manner that they spend on themselves and upon the 


toras well, 


‘ess upon the children the importance of breakfast. 
ke sure that they don’t leave home for school or 
“nsh etc. without breakfast. Also make them learn the 
Ni to be recited after breakfast (and other meals). In 
“tro develop the habit, listen to them reciting the Du'a. 


tD after meals is: 
SUr An take a I T T TE kaa ae 


Aise is due to the being Who has provided us with food and 
drink and made us Muslims. (fonus-Sunni p.158) 


ME staying hungry all night long, breakfast is essential as 
' ; i 

, tomach was empty for an extended period of time. 
ost provides some strength to the mind as well. At 
"he glucose level of the body is relatively reduced. 


es 
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This is why the glucose level needs to be replenished in the 
morning. Glucose is an important source of energy for the 
memory. This is vital for school children and industrious 


people. 


According to doctors, breakfast confirms its effectiveness 
very swiftly. It boosts mental performance. According to 
experts, bread made from wheat, - referred to us as brown 
bread — other grains and food high in fibre helps in digestion 
and reduces constipation. The daily use of wheat fibre 
eliminates the risk of cancer of the colon. 


One of the excuses people tender for skipping over 
breakfast is that they just don’t feel like eating whatever is 
available for breakfast. Some people go to bed very late at 
night and get up feeling dreadfully sleepy. As a result, they 
are unable to have breakfast. This is also very unhealthy. 


If you are unable to convince the child to have a hearty 
breakfast daily, at least feed him a glass of juice. After a few 
days, add on a slice of toast and continue with this until the 
child reaches the proper weight. For breakfast, always have 
a variety of foods on hand so that you may alternate witha 
range of choices. If you tend to run late in the mornings, 
make preparations from the preceding night. Apart from 
this, milk, yoghurt, cheese, fruit, fruit juices etc. also form 
part of a healthy diet. 


Make use of all these blessings yourself, provide them to 
your children as well and express your gratitude to the true 
benefactor (Allah 3). Concern yourself with pleasing the 


provider of these blessings. We should not do anything that 
displeases Him. Imagine what arrogance; we consume the 
blessings of the Almighty and instead of obeying Him, we 
apply the nourishment we gain from His provisions in His 
disobedience. What a pity! No! This should never be the 
case. Repent today and express your gratitude for every 
blessing by saying Alhamdulillah repeatedly and earnestly 
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y with Allâh's 3 commandments. Convince the 
De Iso to abide by the commandments of Allah 43s. 


ar about it; the Lord of the worlds has allowed you a 
xxeful night's sleep. He aroused you in good health and 
povided you with a host of blessings for breakfast. Now 
ware negligent with your Fajr Salah or you abandon it 
gether. What a scale of deprivation? In fact, the day you 
-s your Fajr Salah with Jama‘at in the Musjid or the day 
tegrown-up girls fail to perform their Fajr Salah at home, 
“body should be punished by depriving it of breakfast. 
‘tay, O body! You are not entitled to breakfast. Today you 
pied to submit to the proclamation of the true owner. 


{you find it difficult to rise for Fajr Salah, reflect over this; 
‘the president or the prime minister of the country 
ymmons you to receive an award at four o’ clock in the 
ming, will you still refuse? Obviously not! Here the 
matest of rulers is beckoning us to respond to His call of 
kslatu-Khairum-Minan-Nawm! Assalata Khairum-Minan- 
hum! (Salah is far superior to sleep). So we should 
dlgently perform our Fajr Salah with Jama‘at and make the 
yown-up children do the same and after this should we 
wake of breakfast. Then only will this breakfast be a 
we of energy and nourishment otherwise the same 
veakfast will, Allah 3 forbid, be a source of illness and 


‘sease, 


‘ae the child have breakfast at home. If the child takes his 
Meakfast to school, he will either eat it whilst walking to 
Sol, which is unhealthy, or he will have it in front of the 
Mer children at school. Although the other children had 
"akfast at home, it is but a natural tendency of childhood 
teast covetous glances at other people’s food. They will 

"ant to eat. Perhaps there are some children in school 
i CHA financially well off. Their parents are barely able 

à their tuition fees and they are unable to provide 
ir child is busy munching away. This will throw 


o 


Page 321 





The Ideal Fathep 


these poor innocent children into a state of depression 
an inferiority complex is bound to take root. 


So try to give them their breakfast at home. Some 
households hand over this responsibility of making breakfast 
for the schoolchildren to their maids or men-servants. This 
is absolutely inappropriate. Servants generally are 
irresponsible or indifferent to such issues because they lack 
the parental affection for the children. Let alone breakfast, 
they won’t be able to do the most trivial of tasks for the 
children as affectionately as the parents would do. 
Sometimes the mother’s behaviour is also as nonchalant as 
the maid either because she is still catching up on her sleep 
or she is disgusted by her husband's ruthlessness. So the 
parents should themselves give the children breakfast with a 
lot of love and affection. 


What is Good Food? 


Good food is not only sweetmeats, cakes and pastries. Good 
food does not constitute samoosas, kebabs, ice creams and 
fizzy drinks. Good food is also food that contains proteins 
and carbohydrates. In other words, we should ensure our 
daily diet consists of milk, yoghurt, meat, grains, cereals, 
fruit and vegetables. This really is ‘good food’ and such a 
diet would also keep us healthy, Insha Allah. 


Don’t belittle any type of simple vegetable, fruit, lentil or 
grain. Allah 4 created everything for some benefit or the 


other. For instance, with the influence of Allah 3, mulberry 


prevents diseases of the throat. Radish improves the 
functions of the liver and spleen. Carrots strengthen the 
eyesight. Pawpaw is good for the stomach. Citrus fruits like 
lemons and oranges prevent a number of illnesses. Garlic 
purifies the blood. Onions exterminate bacteria. Ginger 
keeps the stomach healthy. Mint assists in food digestion. 
Soya prevents inflammation of the stomach. The sesame 
seed fortifies the body. Green chillies have a lot of vitamin C 
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wich assists in fending off illnesses like the common cold, 
fuenza etc. 


choosing a Spouse for the Child 


fon the very beginning the parents should make a lot of 
wa for a favourable match for their children. They should 
ike their children’s names and make earnest Du'a for them 
afer the Salah and after their Zikr and Tilawat. 


\hen the children reach a marriageable age, don’t delay in 
getting them married. In appears in the Hadith, Hadrat Abd 
Warah & reports that Rasulullah # said: “When someone 
nds a proposal and you are comfortable with his piety and 
hracter, (accept the proposal) and get him married 
dherwise strife and devastation will overcome the earth.” 
iNishkat vol.2 p.267) 


InMazahirul-Haq, the commentary of Mishkat, it is stated: 

f you fail to do this and rebuff this man’s proposal in 
anticipation of a more noble or wealthy proposal — as is the 
ustom of worldly people - a number of women will be left 
wmarried whilst a number of men will be roaming about as 
bachelors. Subsequently, not only will immorality and vice 
tive in society but the guardians of these women will be 
subject to a range of shameful and humiliating treatment. 
low these guardians will physically retaliate against those 
who subject them to such dishonour. Sooner or later such 
evolting hostility will lead to widespread mayhem and 
devastation.” [Mazahire-Haqq vol.3 p.258] 


blm disapproves of people especially Muslims who refrain 
fom marriage without any valid Shari excuse. Marriage has 
been emphasised in no uncertain terms. Terms of severity 
Were applied to exterminate all sin and strife at the very 
ot and also to shut all avenues of immodesty, evil glancing 
ano adultery. In order to safeguard the inestimable capital 
chastity and morality, Islam has laid considerable 
‘mphasis on the institution of marriage. In fact, whilst 
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advocating the importance of Nikâh, Allah 4 also ASSUFES ys 
of the prosperity that follows. Allah 3 declares in the Holy 


Qur'an: “If they are poor, Allah will make them affluent with Hi 
grace. And Allah is sufficient all-encompassing, all-knowing.” [Sùr 
Nur verse 32] 


In addition to this, if you adhere to the forthcoming points of 
advice, you will not be disappointed: When dealing witha 
Marriage proposal of your son or daughter, always consult 
other people as well. Shariah has attached great emphasis 
to Mashwarah (consultation). In the cause of describing the 
characteristics of the true believers, Allah 3 mentions in the 


Holy Qur'an: “Their affairs (are handled by) mutual 
consultation.” /Sùrah Shůrå verse 38] 


Similarly, it is mentioned in the Hadith that when a nation 
executes something with mutual consultation, they are 
guided onto the right path. [Al-Adab Al-Mufrad) 


It appears in another Hadith that Rasulullah said: “As long 
as your rulers are the best of you, your wealthy are 
generous (they spend on the poor and in the path of Allah) 
and your affairs are executed with mutual consultation, until 
then the surface of the earth would be better for you. (In 
other words, it would be better to live.) However, if your 
rulers are the worst of people, your wealthy are miserly and 
your affairs are controlled by women (and they do as they 
please), then the interior of the earth would be better for 
you. (In other words, you are better off dead than living in 
such evil times.)” 


Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar & narrates that Rasilullah z 
said: “He who intends to do something but only does s0 
after consulting others, Allah 3 will guide him towards the 


most Suitable course.” In other words, Allah 3¢ will set him 
on a course that would ultimately be best for him. 
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iso consult with the wife. Just as you are the father, she is 
ver all the mother of the child. Even if she is academically 
yintellectually inferior to you, then too make sure you! 
wult with her, The magnitude of consulting her can be 
guged from the issue of weaning the child. When the child 

sto be weaned before the prescribed period, Islamically 

wth parents are required to resolve this issue by mutual 

onsultation and harmony. Allah 35 says: “If they (husband 


md wife) wish to wean (the child) with mutual satisfaction 
ind consultation, there is no sin upon them both.” (Sdrah 
krh verse 233) 


he grand Mufti of Pakistan, the late Mufti Muhammad Shafi 
Shib rahmatullahi ‘alaih writes in his commentary: “If the 
perts of the child, after mutual satisfaction and 
onsultation decide to wean the child before the normal 
wckling period of two years - either due to the mother’s 
stress or the child's ill health - there is no problem with 
this, The condition of ‘mutual satisfaction and consultation’ 
stipulated so that in weaning the child, the parents act in 
he best interest of the child and not make the child a 
platform of their hostile confrontations.” [Extracted from Ma‘ariful 
(wan vol.1 p.579) 


Ponder over this; in order to reduce the suckling period, the 
ùran advises mutual satisfaction and consultation between 
mth parents. You can very well imagine then the 
importance of mutual consultation when it comes to the 
sue of the children's marriage proposals. Especially in the 
(ase of girls, consultation is absolutely essential. The father 
should not attempt to exclusively enforce his own will but he 
should also consult with the girl’s mother. This is why the 
fadith enjoins: “Consult the womenfolk in regards to the 
‘Hairs of their daughters.” 


Tis ig why Mashwarah (mutual consultation) is more 
Mortant then Istikharah. Nonetheless, Mashwarah should 
viously be sought from people who are familiar with such 
"alters, In other words, the person from whom Mashwarah 
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is sought sh inti fe 
s si ould be Intimately familiar with such issues 
ogether with this, the person should also be religiou 
! , ~ S! 
intelligent, experienced and trustworthy, Such people, 
inspired by their sincerity, will be able to offer you their 
proficient Mashwarah on the basis of their comprehensive 
experience whilst assuring you of their confidence at all 


times. > 
Similarly, consult with the elders of the family as well. Solicit 


their opinion about sending a proposal to so and so. Also get 
the opinion of the families the girl's siblings are marned 
into. Consult with them as well. 


There is a story of a person who was overwhelmed by à 
spirit of benevolence. So he decided to tie the knot between 
two stars. He thought it a noble idea to marry off Surayya 
with Suhail (names of stars). However, unlike us who do as 
we please, this man was conscious of the importance of 
Mashwarah and he went to seek a sage’s advice. The sage 
remarked: 
“O you who wishes to tie the knot between Surayya and 
Suhail, By Allah! How can they both bond with one another? 
Don't you see the incongruity between them? Surayya glows 
higher up towards Syria, Whilst Suhail is lower down 
towards Yemen.” 


So the compatibility between the boy and girl is also vital. Is 
the boy or girl compatible to our family or not? A little bit of 
disparity between the families is fine but where the disparity 
between the families is extraordinarily obvious, a match 
should be avoided. for instance, the boy is extremely 
wealthy whilst the girl is dreadfully poor or vice versa or the 
girl is very well educated whilst the boy is absolutely 
ignorant or the girl is an ‘Alimah whilst the boy is unable to 
recite the Holy Qur'an. 


The compatibility of both parties should certainly be 
assessed. The groom’s parents should ascertain the girls 
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seftaining to marriage). Allah 3 forbid, if the view of the 
hid is in conflict with the preference of the parent, you 
may advise the child. Counsel the child through his or her 
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pmily background. What type of household does she hail 
mm? What is the condition of her mother, sisters etc. 


tor when you have all opinions before you, make Du'‘a unto 


lah % to assist you in making the right decision. Thereafter 


gate the Du'a of Mashwarah, take all views into account 
m act on the opinion you think is most appropriate. If 
iih % wills, your decision will certainly be imbued with 


yrkat (blessings). 

me Du'å of Mashwarah is: 
AAA go. 6 A Ads ice VE a, er c pee 
bail ya jh ye ldel Uy gol Lilga Cog! eUl 


‘OAllah! Inspire us to implement what is best for us and protect us 
from the evils of our souls.” 


(in issues 


hends but don't ever compel the child to accede to your 
femands. Don't allow your arrogance to manipulate your 


wdgement against their wishes. 


We humbly request you to jog your memory and imagine 
that it was like twenty-five years ago when you as a parent 
were the prospective bridegroom or bride. Shouldn’t your 
heart pound and your pulse race whenever your parents 
bought up the issue of your marriage? Allow your 
conscience to dwell on this impending issue and come up 


With an answer. 


A girl is unable or unwilling to candidly express herself even 
a eae telephone one of her friends or 
| er cousins communicating her 
i 95, >€ may not be able to tell you but she 
ertainly be able to express to her friends how her 
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parents are forcing her into a relationship she is not willing 
to accept or how preferences are not even sought out as 
though she doesn’t matter at all. 


So we request the parents to seek the opinion of their 
children especially the girls when dealing with their marriage 
proposals. Listen to what they have to say, otherwise it 
would give rise to untold problems in the future. 


If the daughter prefers a religiously inclined husband whilst 


the parents, who are obsessed with material wealth, 
pressurise her to comply with what they prefer, you can 
very well imagine the outcome of this dilemma if the parents 
make a poor judgement. Not only will their daughter suffer 
but they will be weighed down by misery and grief. 


In this regard, we reproduce a response by Maulana 
Muhammad Yusuf Ludhyanwi Sahib ss to a woman who 
wrote to him about the problems she is faced with, in 
regards to her marriage proposal. 


Choosing a Partner for Your Daughter 


Question: I hail from a family who ostensibly observes the 
obligations of Salah and Saum. A number of my family 
Members have performed numerous ‘Umrahs and Haj. 
However, like mumerous other families, my family also 
regard the routine performance of a few basic Faraid as Din 
and that too on a superficial level and they are proud of this. 
In short, there is a bit of noticeable commitment to Salah, 
fasting etc. within my family and they imagine this to be Din 
in its entirety whilst there is no prominence attached to 
other vital aspects of Din like the observance of Hijab 
(Pardah), the keeping of a beard, distinguishing between 
Haram and Halal etc. They don’t assign any importance 
whatsoever to such issues. To top this, they are engaged in 
a host of pointless Bid'at (innovations) on which thousands 
of Rupees are frittered away. They are under the delusion 
that such futile rituals draw them into the special mercy of 


> 
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jy. (May Allah 3% guide them.) Apart from this, every 


wysenold iS perpetually spellbound by the entertainment 
gered by the satellite dish, video recorder and television. 
wi occasions Of marriage culminate in every type of vice 
iesinging, dancing etc. 


lana Sahib! Until recently, owing to my ignorance, I was 
jw part and parcel of all these vices. (May Allah 35 forgive 


w. Amin.) Of late, I was bestowed with the company of a 
fw pious people and through the command of Allah 3s. I 


ws divinely guided to the right path. It was only then that I 
alzed how deeply engrossed we were in sin. May Allah 4 


Wwgive us all out of His sheer mercy. Amin. I have also 
sudled some of your books, which incalculably assisted me 
nunderstanding my Din. In particular your book, IkhAtilafe- 
mmt Aur Sirate-Mustagim, really helped me in 
nderstanding Sirate-Mustagim (the straight path). I 
ubsequently set out reforming myself little by little. Now I 
am at least conscious of my Pardah to some extent. I 
eideavour to refrain from all vices as far as possible. I have 
completely abandoned television and its associated vices. 
Hay Allah & keep me steadfast. Amin. I try to abstain as far 
possible from all innovations and encourage my family to 
fy the same, However, Hidayat (guidance) is in the absolute 
control of Allah 24. He will turn their hearts whenever he 


wehes, Presently, my efforts have proved futile. I request 
ou to make Du‘a for my dedication as I wish to tread even 
hither on this divine path of righteousness. 


W I will return to the actual objective of my letter. My 
Wents want to get me married. I am also receiving a 
‘umber of proposals. However, I am sorry to say that all my 
rents are concerned about is to get me married to a man 
‘ho is financially well off. They are not bothered about my 
gous inclinations or about my Dini prospects for the 
lure, My parents attach a lot of importance to materialistic 
“hievements but they are not in the least concerned about 
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how Ptous the Prospective suitor is. Is he SCrupulous With hic 
salah and Saum? Are his earnings from Halal sources? Does 
he have a beard or not? Etc. I, on the contrary, yearn for a 


man who is absolutely conscious of Din. A man who will able 
to guide me along. 


I request parents of other girls as well that they, for Allah's 
sake, give preference to this aspect of the prospective 
suitors. Whatever I have written, I have written with utmost 
sincerity. From the depths of my heart, I seek the divine 
proximity to Allah 3s. Allah 3 is a witness to the fact that 


whatever my thoughts or my intentions, I have conveyed to 
you in all honesty. There are a number of other things that I 
wish to disclose but I have to consider your precious time as 
well. I wonder if I was able to convey the magnitude of my 
feelings to you in these few words. 


Nonetheless, in view of the aforementioned circumstances, | 
require your advice on the following: 
1. If I defy my parents in this issue, will I be guilty of 
disobedience to parents? 
In spite of parents being fully aware of my inclination 
towards Din, they still marry me off to someone who 
iS not scrupulous about Din, on whose shoulders will 


the sin fall? To what degree will I be held liable? 
3. (Question deleted) 3 


2. 


Answer: Reading your letter was a source of great joy. May 
Allah 35 grant all of us the divine ability to engage in good 
deeds. Amin. Actually, the world and its delights are in front 
of our eyes whilst the hereafter is concealed from us. When 


we leave this world for the next our eyes will open to the 
reality of things. But alas, at that moment in time, nobody 
will lend us an ear and nobody but Allah 3 will entertain our 
comolaints. 


3 Perhaps for reasons of confidentiality the author decided to delete the 
question. 


eee. 





Page sso w . 


The Ideal Father 





2appears in a Hadith that RasGlullah # said: “Intelligent is 
x who subjects himself to the divine commandments of 
ihg and he prepares himself for life after death whilst a 
ajid person is he who is subservient to his base desires 


„tsill pins his hopes upon Allah (of divine forgiveness).” 
ww! will attend to your queries. 


|. If your parents insist on getting you married to a 
man who is engrossed in the dunya and oblivious of 
the hereafter; he is not bothered about Salah, Saum, 
Halal, Haram and other religious issues, you should 
bluntly refuse. Candidly turn down their suggestion 
and explain to them that you are not prepared to 
marry someone of this nature. This will not constitute 


disobedience to parents. It is not permissible to obey 
someone where Allah 3% is disobeyed. 


2, Generally girls are more forthright with their 
mothers. Explain to your mother that under no 
circumstances are you prepared to marry a man who 
is not religiously inclined. Allah 36 has brought man 
and woman together so that they may assist one 
another in Dini issues and so that they may save 
each other from the fire of hell. Choosing a man who 
himself is treading a pathway to hell can never be 
permitted. 


3. There are three parts to this question: 
> Itis awfully difficult for a woman to remain single 
all her life. So I will not advise you to remain a 
spinster for the rest of your life. 

> It is inappropriate to marry a married man with 
children as co-wives tend to be _ interminably 
engaged in hostility with one another. This will ruin 

your Din. 

“mp aice to you is that you marry a pious ‘Âlim 

S Eoi Pear eS A man who 

US and not of a very strict 
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demeanour. A man who is constantly mindful Of the 


hereafter but he possesses a bit of the dunys 
well. Insha Allah, such a match will not be devoig 


of blessing. 


A Useful Strategy 


A useful strategy in dealing with marriage issues is that the 
mother and sisters of the boy jot down the particulars of 
each girl they have in mind. For instance, her age, her Piety, 
educational qualifications, external profile, her mother's 
family, her father’s family, his profession, the family’s 
scrupulousness about Salah, the morality of her brothers 
and sisters, the state of her other sisters’ marriages - are 
those in-laws grateful or suffering in silence? Etc., etc. 


Jot down all these relevant details on a piece of paper. The 
astute members of the family should then - after Salah and 
Du‘a — sit down and discuss this issue at hand. The father 
should be appointed as the Amir or in the absence of the 
father, one of the other members of the family could be 
appointed. Thereafter, the father or the prospective groom 
Should ask each family member for his or her opinion. For 
instance: “From these three potential brides, who do you 
think is most suitable? What is your opinion?” Thereafter, 
the Amir - bearing in mind each persons input - will 
formulate a decision as to where the first proposal is sent. 
After the outcome of this first proposal, there may be a need 
for everyone to sit once more. The Amir should attach more 


importance to the prospective groom's opinion. 


The most favourable outcome of this process of Mashwarah 
is that the Sunnah of Rasulullah # of Mashwarah is revived. 
And wherever a Sunnah is revived, it attracts the divine 
mercy of Allah 35. 
Another benefit of making Mashwarah is that it generates 
love amongst all the members of the family. Every member 
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et eyes and this is why their opinion is being sought. 
aè all, the married elder brother will be elated to hear 
„opinion being sought for the marriage of his younger 
ather. So the most favourable outcome of this Mashwarah 
¿hat it brought about a lot of unity between the members 


{the family. 


wother benefit is that the decision reached would not be 
aided as the decision of one individual but rather the 
lective decision of the whole family. Apparently it is the 
«son of the Amir but actually it is the decision of the 


hole household. In future, nobody will be able to say 
The elder 


ather! Why didn’t you consult with me?” 
gughter-in-law won't get a chance to say: “Mother! Why 
(dnt you ask us? If only you consulted us, you wouldn't 


ie got entangled in this problem.” Etc., etc. 
es, the etiquette of Mashwarah should also be explained 
Some of the etiquettes are: 


l. Each person will give his opinion when it is his turn 
Ifthe need arises to speak again, he should not butt 
in but he should take permission and speak after the 


others have finished speaking. 


. Dont interrupt another person's opinion. Yes, you 
may express the advantages or merits of your 


Noa 


opinion. 

Present your opinion as an opinion and not as a 
decision. If an opinion was not acted upon, do not 
criticise nor hurl scorn upon anyone. Or, Allah 2 
forbid, if a tragedy occurs, avoid saying things like 

“I told you so. See what happens when you disregard 
my opinion. Had you complied with my opinion, this 
wouldn't have occurred.” Etc. It appears in a Hadith 
that Rasulullah % said: “The word ‘if’ unbolts the door 
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to Shaytan.” So if the Amir or one of the elders 
makes a decision, everyone should abide by it. 1f the 
members of the household make Mashwarah 
amongst themselves with these etiquettes in mind, 
Insha Allah 3, it would prove immensely beneficial to 


them. If this is not possible, the prospective groom 
may even write out the particulars of the girl he has 
in mind and consult with an experienced, elderly 
‘Alim or Mufti who is well aware of his environs, its 
people and their nature. 


4. Thirdly, be conscientious with Istikharah. Take into 
account a few factors when making Istikharah. The 
‘Ulama and seniors of Din have explained: 


> In order to perform Istikharah Salah, the night 

or the time after ‘Isha Salah is not stipulated in 

| any Hadith. Therefore, one may perform Nafl 

| Salah at any time of the day or night (provided it 
| is not during the Makrûh time). 


> Secondly, one should perform the Istikharah by 
himself. Many people say that they are very 
Sinful and request others to perform Istikharah 
on their behalf. Why don’t you repent from all 
your sins? Beg Allah's 4 forgiveness and then 


perform Istikhdrah Salah. This will please Allah ¥ 
even more. 


> Thirdly, you won't necessarily get a response in 
the form of a dream. Explore the circumstances. 
Are the circumstances favourable to what you 
have made Istikharah for or are you faced with 
some obstacle? If conditions are favourable, 
regard it as a good sign and if you are faced with 
some obstacle, accept it as a sign that it is better 
not to propose there. However, bear in mind that 
Mashwarah is more important that /stikhgrah. 
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Also consult with the seniors even after making 
Istikharah. After this, look at the inclination of 
your heart and act accordingly. If you are still 
indecisive after the first time round, perform 
Istikharah (Nafl Salah) and make Du'a again and 
again. 


y” 


ww Conduct with Your Parents 


wisa topic of immense significance. In fact, just as you 
peat your parents, so would be the attitude of your children 
wards you when they grow up. Perhaps you are religiously 
vid financially better off and you want a better upbringing 
iv your children, However, if, Allah 36 forbid, you offended 
yur parents, make sure you contritely beg their forgiveness 
sson as possible. Humble yourself before them until they 
ye satisfied. The Hadith makes mention of a person who 
ws unable to recite the Kalimah at the time of his death. In 
ste of repeated attempts to do so, he felt as though a lock 
hs been braced over his heart. When Rasdlullah # made 
mures, he discovered that the man’s mother was 
éspleased with him. Rasulullah # encouraged her to forgive 
son, which she subsequently did. Only then was he able 


recite the Kalimah. 


Alih % says: 
nd your Lord has decreed that you do not worship anyone but Him 
ad that you conduct yourself favourably with your parents; if they 
ve with you and either one or both of them has reached old age 
eause of which they are helpless or you find it cumbersome to 
ene them), then too (treat them with so much of respect) that do 
it even say “Uff” unto them and do not chide them and speak to 
tem with utmost reverence. And humble yourself before them with 
ection and say (make Du'a for them thus): “O my Lord! Shower 
hu mercy upon them both just as they had reared me in childhood. 
“ddont confine this respect to the surface only but revere them in 
peeve and obey them because (your Lord is well-aware of 
within your hearts.” [Ma antul Quran vol.5 p.463, Strat Bani [sréit] 
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You can very well imagine what status obedience to parents 
and their gratification holds in the eyes of Allah 4. So in 
order to bring your children up appropriately, you should 
ensure that you hold your parents in high esteem especially 
in their old age. At such a Stage in life, the spells of old age 
tend to make a person naturally grumpy and cantankerous, 


Sometimes they make such demands that fulfilling such 
demands turn out to be a challenging task for the children. 
At this time, even a iota of cold-shouldering really breaks 


their hearts. For instance, your child is a bit ill and you know 
that with a bit of cajoling the child will go to school and 
nothing will happen to him. Moreover, fun and sport with his 
friends at school would perhaps bounce him back to good 
health. Now the child’s grandparents are hollering: “Why do 
you insist on sending him to school today? Is he getting his 
BA today? You are dreadfully cruel to this poor child!” 


Similarly, if something at home is not placed tidily, they will 
start yelling at the daughter-in-law: “Put this right! Put it in 
its place!” You return exhausted from a hard day's work at 
the office. You are fagged out and they start asking you 
about something or they are insistent on some business 
matter. They start harping on the same thing again and 
again. Whenever they meet you they bring up the problem 
of the leaking tap or the faulty light and pester you to 
attend to it. Even if they are indifferent to your hectic 
schedule or your busy life and during your leisure hours they 
assail you with questions, condemnation or repetition of the 
same old stories on politics, business or employment etc., 
don’t get flustered and tell them off. As far as possible, 
engage them in conversation and strive to please them. 
When they are critical of you or they go on pestering you 
with the same old accounts of the past, instead of taking a 
defensive stance, just agree with what they say and remain 
silent. As far as possible, carry out their wishes but if it is 
not possible, don’t brush them off by saying that they don't 
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eis they are talking about or by asking them to keep 
A gather tell them: “I have attempted to do as you 
“sted but was unable to do so. I will, Inshâ Allah, keep 


<in mind in the future.” 


eniany, if your mother, overwhelmed with sentiments of 
‘dion, insists that you do something against your nature, 
vi it with patience. Whatever good she does for you, 
„ess your gratitude and commend her for it. At the 
„set, if you know that your mother will insist you do 
inerwise, don’t even bring up the subject in her presence. 

My mention those things in which her opinion its 

ostuctive. If however, she touches on a sensitive issue, 

wand deviate from the topic altogether. For instance, your 

mther iS arguing with you. She is explaining something to 

ou bul it doesn’t make sense to you or she fails to grasp 

hat you are trying to put forward. Now, instead of 

waging in a protracted row with her, change the topic 

itogether. Say something like: “Mother! So and so relative 

ws quite ill. How is she now?” Or: “Mother! Has the 

wedding date been set for so and so’s daughter?” etc. etc. 


Inregards to this, Mufti Taqi ‘Uthmani Sahib writes: “A 
lther gave his son the best of education until he graduated. 
ne day, the old man was sitting in the courtyard of the 
Wuse when a crow perched on the outer wall. The father 
sked his son: “Son! What is this?” He replied: “Father! This 
Sacrow.” A little while later, he asked: “Son! What is this?” 
"replied: “Father! This is a crow!” A few moments later, 
"again enquired: “Son! What is this?” The son retorted: 
father! T just mentioned to you that it’s a crow!” A little 
Mie later he once more poses: “Son! What is this?” Now 
ed in exasperation snaps: “Father, this is a crow.” Once 
the father asked him what it is. The son retorted: 
my ey times will you pose the same question? I’ve told 
ty thousand times that it is a crow. Don't you 
mya" And the son went on berating his father for 

Me. A little while later, the father went indoors and 
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returned with an old personal diary. He opened one of th 
e 


pages and asked the son to read what was written. He rea 
“Today I was sitting with my young son in the ite 
when a crow landed before us. He asked me twenty five 
times what this is and twenty five times I responded: "Son 
this is a crow.” I also found this very endearing.” l 


After reading through this, the father said: “So, this is the 
difference between father and son. When you were young, 
you asked me twenty five times what this is and each time ] 
calmly replied that it is a crow. Not only this, I even found 
this extremely adorable. Today I posed the same question 
to you five times only but you became so incensed with 


me?” 


So don’t ever get furious with whatever your parents say or 
do. Conduct yourself favourably with forbearance and 
humility. Respond to their demands with the words ‘yes, 
surely”. As far as possible, try to bring comfort to them with 
your wealth and life. Especially if one of your parents has 
passed on, be more considerate towards the remaining 
parent because you are now the only outward support left 
for the remaining parent. Don’t do anything that would give 
your mother the impression that father has passed on and 
she is left all alone. The sons are all under the thumbs of 
their wives and they couldn’t care less about their mother. 


Good conduct with the parents should be solely for the 
pleasure of Allah Ta‘ala. Also make Du'a for the parents. 


Make a habit of reciting this Du‘a frequently: 
20. - Bao See” 2 Job wo, F, 
es ol LS Loge > jl a) 


And reflect over the point in time when you were but a 
small, weak and innocent infant. What anguish they went 
through to rear you. Now when you have become a robust 
man and they have turned feeble, does it behove you to tell 
them off just by saying “Uff” at the slightest 


a 
[Pane s 3 ð 





The Ideal Father 


seasantness? Obviously not! Hadrat ‘Ali 4. says: “Even if 
we isa phrase less offensive than “Uff”, it would definitely 


prohibited as well.” 


wtever delude yourself into believing that you have 
ed the rights of your parents. You have provided them 
dh a comfortable mansion with all the amenities and 
evants galore. No matter what you do, even if you have to 
ne them on your back for Hajj a hundred times then too 
w would not have fulfilled their rights. Don’t be 
anfortable with the idea that you have provided them with 
suse and servants and now there is no need for you to 
ist them. No, make a point of visiting them daily. Sit and 
3kwith them and attend to a few of their chores with your 
wm hands. The Hadith offers glad tidings of a reward of 


ij just for looking at them with kindness and affection. 


Yme of the etiquettes in regards to conduct with parents as 


rentioned by the ‘Ulama are: 

he children should comply with their parent’s wishes in 

kmissible things. They should not be rude or disrespectful 

wards them. The children should not approach them with 

arggance. They should not raise their voices above that of 
er parents. They should not call them by their first 
lames, They should not do anything before them. They 
tuld not interrupt them when they are speaking. No 
matter how wrong they may be, do not interrupt but allow 
lem to conclude whatever they wish to say. When they are 
tne and it is beneficial for you to speak, go ahead 
erwise acknowledge your shortcomings and seek their 
"iveness, If you have to ever advise them, humble 
| Nuself and do it. Take so much of care of them that you 


me worthy of their Du‘as. 
„ears in the Hadith that Rasûlullâh + Said: “Two things 


e ‘ ; 
tS to the skies without any barrier; one is the 
of Kalimah Tayyibah and the other is the Du'a of a 
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sasantness? Obviously not! Hadrat ‘Ali 4 says: “Even if 


pages and asked the son to read what was written. He read: 
“Today I was sitting with my young son in the courtyard 
when a crow landed before us. He asked me twenty five 
times what this is and twenty five times I responded: “Son, 
this is a crow.” I also found this very endearing.” 


After reading through this, the father said: “So, this is the 
difference between father and son. When you were young, 
you asked me twenty five times what this is and each time | 
calmly replied that it is a crow. Not only this, I even found 
this extremely adorable. Today I posed the same question 
to you five times only but you became so incensed with 
me?” 


So don't ever get furious with whatever your parents say or 
do. Conduct yourself favourably with forbearance and 
humility. Respond to their demands with the words “yes, 
surely”. As far as possible, try to bring comfort to them with 
your wealth and life. Especially if one of your parents has 
passed on, be more considerate towards the remaining 
parent because you are now the only outward support left 
for the remaining parent. Don't do anything that would give 
your mother the impression that father has passed on and 
she is left all alone. The sons are all under the thumbs of 
their wives and they couldn’t care less about their mother. 


Good conduct with the parents should be solely for the 
pleasure of Allah Ta‘ala. Also make Du'a for the parents. 
Make a habit of reciting this Du‘a frequently: 
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And reflect over the point in time when you were but a 
small, weak and innocent infant. What anguish they went 
through to rear you. Now when you have become a robust 
man and they have turned feeble, does it behove you to tell 
them off just by saying “Uff” at the slightest 
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«15a phrase less offensive than “Uff”, it would definitely 
„hibited as well.” 


st ever delude yourself into believing that you have 
"ed the rights of your parents. You have provided them 
#2 comfortable mansion with all the amenities and 
mants galore. No matter what you do, even if you have to 
æthem on your back for Hajj a hundred times then too 

u Would not have fulfilled their rights. Don’t be 
shtable with the idea that you have provided them with 


use and servants and now there is no need for you to 


iithem. No, make a point of visiting them daily. Sit and 


swith them and attend to a few of their chores with your 
hands. The Hadith offers glad tidings of a reward of 
ajust for looking at them with kindness and affection. 


me ofthe etiquettes in regards to conduct with parents as 
toned by the ‘Ulama are: 


*# dilden should comply with their parent’s wishes in 


smssible things. They should not be rude or disrespectful 
aids them. The children should not approach them with 
mance. They should not raise their voices above that of 
ta parents. They should not call them by their first 
“aes, They should not do anything before them. They 
‘wd not interrupt them when they are speaking. No 
Later how wrong they may be, do not interrupt but allow 
"mto conclude whatever they wish to say. When they are 
it? and it is beneficial for you to speak, go ahead 
Mewise acknowledge your shortcomings and seek their 
‘“Weness, If you have to ever advise them, humble 
"Uself and do it. Take so much of care of them that you 


“ame worthy of their Du‘as. 


gees in the Hadith that Rasulullah #% said: “Two things 
ri T to the skies without any barrier; one is the 
'nof Kalimah Tayyibah and the other is the Du'a of a 
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father in favour of his children.” According to another 
Hadith, the pleasure of Allah 4 lies in the pleasure of the 


father and the displeasure of Allah 4 lies in the displeasure 
of the father. [Tirmidhi - Abwabul-Birri Was-Silah]} 


An important point that needs to be mentioned here is that 
quite often what happens is that you spend time in Tabligh 
or in Dini activities or you spend some time with the pious 
and you are subsequently more inclined towards Din. This at 
times draws riling condemnation from the parents. For 
instance, the father says: “By you going out in Tabligh, our 
rights are being neglected.” Or you may have started 
keeping a beard or you enrol your children in a Dini institute 
and your parents reproachfully tackle you over this. Then 
too, do not be rude to them. Conduct yourself favourably 
with them and continue making Du'a and Istighfar for them. 
As mentioned in the Holy Qur'an, after advising his father, 
Hadrat Ibrahim + said: “Salam upon you. I will seek your 
forgiveness from my Lord.” [Sdrah Maryam verse 46] 


In other words Hadrat Ibrahim #® said: “Well and good. 
Accept my offering of peace. Advising you now is fruitless. 
Now I will beg my Lord to forgive you in such a manner that 
He divinely guides you and absolves you of your sins." 
[Ma'‘ariful Qur'an vol.6 p.33] 


Lastly we reiterate that just as you treat your parents so will 
your children’s conduct be with you. It appears in a Hadith 
that Rasdlu!lah # said: “You maintain chastity with other 
people’s wives, your wives will maintain their chastity. You 
conduct yourself favourably with your parents; your children 
will conduct themselves favourably with you.” (fagail A'mal 


p.259] 


Keep this point in mind when conducting yourself with your 
parents. Always bear them in mind and abstain from 
contravening any of their rights. If you unintentionally hurt 
them in any way, implore them to forgive you until they 


pardon you and until they are content. 
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wid Blaming the Father 


ying some of the more challenging phases in life, some 
wpe are so overcome with emotion that they hold their 
„ants responsible for all the ills of their lives. Thus they 
xme disillusioned with their own parents. For instance, 
ofthe brothers got the best of education and became a 
git officer, Another brother is well settled in a foreign 
mty whilst the third brother is battling poverty in his 
mecountry. One brother married a millionaire’s daughter. 
aṣa big businessman whilst the younger brother is 
«nading a tiny little corner store. During the dissolution of 
“estate, the younger brother landed with a property tnat 
spogressively losing its value. Etc. etc. 


ach circumstances, many people go about crying about 
et father's maltreatment or they tend to verbally abuse 
wr parents when confronted with such circumstances. 
wever, if you really ponder over it, why should the father 
»blamed if, due to the decrees of fate, one of the sons is 
wed with adversities? The father did his level best to 
mude for all his children equally but who can question the 
Wree of Allah 3? For example, in the dissolution of the 
wate, one of the sons acquired a flourishing business but 
Her some time, he was served with an eviction notice by 
te andiord. He was subsequently forced to vacate the 
renises, On the other hand, the other brothers didn't 
afer the same fate and their businesses are thriving. Or for 
tample, one of the brothers inherited a flat equivalent in 
ae to the house and flats inherited by the other brothers. 
lever, as fate would have it, the value of the property 
lummeted after a cement factory opened up in the vicinity 
Using excessive air pollution or due to some other 


“foreseen reason. 


i 
Eo harbours such thoughts that my father was 
¿"rto me; he gave my brothers more than me, he 


“Ured them over me e i ; 
peen, tc., this could bring about three 
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1. Your relentless chorus of disapproval and complant; 
would surely bring shame on you but together wit 
this, your other innocent siblings are bound to get 
entangled in this dilemma. Their lives of tranquillity 
will be disturbed. Your never-ending litany of 
complaints will lead others to believe that your 
brothers and sisters did you down. This may even 
affect their businesses or jobs. 


2. Another problem is that you offended your brothers 
by squabbling with them. You have shown ingratitude 
towards whatever little Allah 3 has given you. As a 
result, you have displeased Allah 4% as well in the 
process. It was solely a sentiment of jealousy that 
motivated him to think that my brother is a 
billionaire whilst I’m a mere millionaire. This is what 
displeases Allah 4. And whatever little comfort he 


had in his life also vanished. 


3. The third problem is that when you reach your 
father’s present age, just as you go on grumbling 
today, your children will do the same to you. 
Regardless of how equitable you are to all of them 
they will adopt the same attitude. As the proverb 
goes: “As you sow, so shall you reap.” 


So in order to safeguard yourself from these problems, 
Islam teaches us that whenever we are confronted by any 
misfortune, we should not attribute it to our parents or 
siblings or anyone else. We should rather take stock of our 
actions and rectify our shortcomings. Go down on your 
knees and implore Allah 4: to improve your worldly and 
spiritual life. Have faith that the condition Allah 3s keeps you 


in is the best for you. 


Who knows, the condition you are hankering after might just 
be detrimental to you. If you have a lot of money but ill 
health, what is the sense of all those riches if all your money 
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¿ravaged by costly medical expenditure? What 

enefit if your wealth only enhances your problems? Yes, 
wu should strive to eliminate the problem. For instance, if 
qu are without a job, don’t just sit on your rear and do 
thing about it. Don’t go around broadcasting your father’s 
narness, Dont go whinging to your sisters to complain 
ut your brothers. Look for a job instead. Even if your 
dder brother was unfair to you, forgive him. And keep faith 
fhat whatever is written for you will definitely come to you. 
ifthe wealth is not divinely ordained for me, what is the 
gnse in fighting with my siblings? If my brothers and sisters 
we able to live comfortably due to my tolerance and 
yatefulness, or my parent’s honour will remain intact, this 
wil be far better than me falling into long-drawn-out 


quarrels with them. 


Ilam going to fight and argue with them, not only will 
er peace and our parent's honour be at stake but I risk 
sing even my Own Sense of calm. Even if I managed to get 
me wealth that was not destined for my use, someone 
ese will usurp it from me. Console your heart in this manner 
adtake heart. Men of knowledge have stated: “If a person 


br whom wealth was not destined places his hand into a 
leap of gold, the gold will turn to sand and the person for 


thom wealth is destined puts his hand into a mound of 
“nd, the sand will turn to gold.” 

So every Muslim should be content with the condition Allah 
‘has chosen for him. And he should entertain the 


‘nviction that this is the best for me. If he is bitten by a 
Quito, it may not be favourable but he should think that 
a Æ has saved me from a snakebite and only inflicted me 
of mere mosquito bite. In this manner, he will get the 
(divine ability) to express gratitude unto Allah 3, 
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Serve Your Father 


If you want your children to honour you, you want them to 
look up to you with a gaze of admiration, you want them to 
obey you, you want Allah a to instil your reverence into 


their hearts and apart from the spiritual advantages, you 
wish to acquire innumerable worldly benefits, then conduct 
yourself favourably with your father. As the famous proverb 
reads: “As you sow, so shall you reap”. Planting wheat and 
hoping for barley or sowing millet and hoping to cultivate 
rice is a sure symbol of stupidity. As we treat our parents 
today, so will our children treat us tomorrow. So treat your 
parents with utmost respect and courtesy. Don't even tell 
them words like “Uff” or “Oh!” Give them free reign over 
your wealth. Don’t even express any form of disapproval 
because they have an absolute right over your wealth. You 
and your wealth belong to your father. 


An Incident 


'Allamah Qurtubi s#: narrates with an uninterrupted chain of 
narrators that Hadrat Jabir & narrates: “A person came to 
Rasulullah # complaining that his father seized all his 
wealth.” Rasulullah # asked him to call his father. In the 
interim, Hadrat Jibrail =» turned up and said: “When the 
father shows up, ask him to verbalize the words formed by 
his heart; the words which even his ears haven't heard.” 
When the man returned with his father, Rasulullah # asked 
him: “What’s the problem? Your son had lodged a complaint 
against you. Do you want to usurp all his wealth?” The 
father submitted: “Ask him, apart from spending on his 
aunties and myself, where else do I spend the money?” 
Rasdlullah # said: “All right!” (In other words, ! now 
understand the reality of what’s happening. There is no 
need to make further investigations.) Thereafter Rastlullah 
% asked him about the words that his ears haven't heard 
until now. The man replied: “O Rasdl of Allah! Allah + 


increases our faith in you at every turn.” (In other words, 


————— Le 
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(oa you have already been informed of the words 
©, nobody else has heard of indicates that this is your 


„man then said: “It is true that I have composed a few 
ags My Heart. I haven't as yet expressed them 
a Rasulullah Æ then requested him to go ahead and 
agi? what he composed. 


avait: 

esile cols fas dL as y fog) ge HE gts 
Jobat oY) oa) Sal pS pe hss A 151 

Jeti ed you 5b sil th 5s Ss Lb Ut Js 
PRS Ssh ol bed Lily thle ai cs Nie 
piles Ls gto St EGS, FS Sa LU 

Jaia gaioi oil UIs abs y aali Sly Gam 

Ji ball pout LAS has Sol & $5 3 te 
frill oss Jon He OS es ole SS 5b 


Inurished you in infancy and bore all your responsibilities as you 
7 up, all your requirements of food and drink were borne solely 
Thy income. When you fell ill at night I would not sleep and pass 
‘tentire night in restlessness and discomfort. It was as though the 
"Si afficted me instead of you and as a result I would stay up all 
Sit ong, Deep down I would dread your death whereas I was well 
E that death strikes at its appointed hour. Now when you 
Sted the age that I longed for, You repay me with abrasive 
-189e and abusive words as though you are doing a favour unto 
“Aas! If you are unable to fulfil my rights of fatherhood, at least 
a yourself like a gracious neighbour towards me. If you could 
aarin your neighbourly rights and if only you didn’t act miserly 
"ewith my own money.” 
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After listening to this old man reciting these poems, 
Rasulullah % held onto the son's collar and said: “Go! You as 


well as your wealth belong to your father.” [Qurtubi vol.10 
p.246, Ma‘ariful Qur’an vol.5 p.468] 


Not only is Allah 4 pleased and Jannah guaranteed with the 


service and obedience to the parents but serving and 
obeying them also entails numerous worldly benefits like 
abundance in sustenance, longevity etc. 


Hadrat Anas bin Malik # narrates that Rasulullah # said: “He 
who yearns for a long life and abundance in his sustenance 
should be good to his parents and maintain favourable ties 
with his relatives.” [Musnad Ahmad as quoted in Targhib wat-Tarhib 
p.290) 


It appears in another Hadith narrated by Hadrat Mu'åz bin 
Anas that Rasûlullāh # said: “He who treats his parents 
well, for him is a glad-tiding that Allah % will grant him a 


long. life.” 

Beloved brother! This world is a ‘place of action’ and an ideal 
opportunity to make the life of the hereafter a successful 
one. Do whatever good you can in this transitory abode. A 
true believer is perpetually eager to prepare for the eternal 
life of the hereafter and the more time he gets for this 
preparation the better. In this context, a longer life for a 
believer is a magnificent blessing indeed. And this is not in 
anybody else’s control, but within his own control. Serv 

your parents graciously and earn this great blessing. At the 
same time, Allah 4€ will also fulfil your worldly objectives and 


ward off all forms of adversity. 


An incident which Rastlullah # related to the Sahabah 4 is 
mentioned in Sahih Bukhari; three people were once 
travelling when a driving downpour forced them to seek 
refuge in a cave. As they settled in, a gigantic boulder rolled 
over the mouth of the cave sealing it off completely. All 
three were left in a state of utter bewilderment. Neither 
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they able to shift the boulder nor was anyone around 


„asist them. So they all admitted defeat and sat down in 
gait awaiting certain death whenever it comes. However, 
Asome time, they said to one another: “It is immoral of 
sto despair of Allah’s & mercy. Come; let each one cof us 
ail the best action of his life as a medium to plead for 
nhs % assistance. We earnestly hope that Allah 4 will 
dey deliver us from this calamity.” One of them pleaded: 
)illah! My parents were elderly and I had a number of 
m} children. I used to graze goats. Every evening, on my 
aun home, I would milk them and feed my parents first. 
iy then should I feed my children. One day, I returned 
ene incredibly late as I went far off to graze them. My 
aes were sound asleep by the time I got home. As was 
i fly routine, I milked the goats, filled a cup and went 
wjstoad at their head side. I remained standing waiting for 
mto get up and drink the milk. It was already quite late 
taght, My children were moaning with hunger but I could 
itbear the children drinking before my parents. How can 
nparents sleep hungry whilst my children go to bed’ well 
ylated? I remained standing like this all night whilst my 
ments were blissfully asleep. O Allah! If my conduct with 
parents was solely for Your pleasure remove this boulder 
hmthe mouth of this cave through Your infinite mercy.” AS 
¥aid this, the boulder dislodged itself slightly. At least the 
Ww was now Clearly visible. The other two people also 
wed their good actions and implored Allah’s 3 


‘sistance, Allah #% dislodged the rock completely from the 


“uth of the cave. [Sahih Bukhari vol.1 p.493, Mishk&t p.225 - Refer 
Dius SBlidin for further details} 


Wer over this incident; owing to his dedicated service to 
‘parents, Allâh % rescued them from certain death. So 
Me sure you hold your parents in the highest regard. 
~at Abù Hurairah & once saw two people. He asked the 
k ar of the two, “How is this other man related to you?” 
oy, ed: ‘This is my father.” Hadrat Abd Hurairah + 

Take note, don’t ever call your father by his first 
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, .jant Just as My parents were affectionately merciful 
ween When walking together, don’t walk in front of him but ‘aids me in childhood, in the same manner I request you 
a little behind him. And when taking a seat, don't sit down power Your Compassion upon them.” In Sarah Bani 
before him." [Al-adabut Mufrad} fi, Allah & has commanded the children to recite this 





päin favour of their parents. 


Serve your parents with unreserved dedication solely for the 
pleasure of Allah 3g. Always be mindful of their honour and R Muhammad Sheff SSHib rabmatul//$hi ‘alain 
respect. Insha Allah, you will become an ideal father and sates in his commentary of the Holy Qur'an: “The injunction 
your children will also turn out to be a source of coolness to ging with obedience and service to parents is not 
ieee YSS wfined to any specific time or age. Favourable conduct 
y- : _aitthe parents is vital at all times irrespective of their age. 
Du`ās of the Children for the Parents menthe execution of any obligation is faced with inhibiting 
Š nae i sumstances, in such circumstances the Holy Qur'an — in 
The Holy Qur'an and Ahadith teach us a number of Du'as et to make its implementation simpler - employs 
that were made by the Ambiya #8 in favour of their parents | stiydinous approaches to make man more receptive of 
or their fathers. We may also make the same Du'as in an |s oigations whilst also re-emphasising his obligations in 
attempt to draw the mercy of Allah %. You may also teach | e circumstances. When the parents reach old age and 
these Du‘as to your innocent children and make an attempt | yy are in need of their children’s services and when their 
to teach them these Du'as by heart. Some of these Du’as hy existence is centred upon the benevolence of their 
iden, if at this moment in time the parents feel a bit 
wanted or unwelcome by their children, the parents are 


und to be highly traumatised. 


aner 
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“O our Lord! Forgive me and my parents and the believers on the the other hand, during the latter part of their old age 
day the reckoning will be established.” (Sarah Ibrahim verse 40) ien their mind and intellectual capabilities are all on the 

ink of collapse, they tend to make such irrational demands 
nd requests that it becomes rather awkward for the 
tildren to carry them out. In such trying circumstances, the 
‘vy Qur'an, whilst directing us to comfort and hearten the 
Werts, also draws our attention to our own childhood, 
"i we were also just as helpless as they are dependent 


This blessed supplication is a Du'a for the pardon of ones 
own sins and the sins of the parents. O Allah! Forgive us all. 
Advise your children and your grandchildren to recite this 


Du‘a thrice after every Salah. 


Ga lilis OS Lag N05 
| 2n us today. So just as they sacrificed their comfort and 
“O My Lord! Shower your mercy on both of them (parents) as they | es for us and they patiently bore all your foibles with 
va now when they are left helpless, intellect and 


reared me when I was young.” (Sirah Isrd verse 24) 
olig 
_-siess demands that you duly compensate them for 


This is a Du‘ imploring Allah 3 to shower His infinite mercy "ast favou Th ‘ 
upon the parents. The children should plead with Allah #: K Young" a TEA as ey had reared me when I 
Subtie reference to this fact. The 
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foregoing verses underscore a few essential directives in 
regards to parents of old age; 


Firstly, the Qur'an decrees that you should never utter “uff” 
(a word of displeasure) to them. The word ‘Uff’ refers to any 


expression of annoyance or irritation. In fact, to emit a 
prolonged sigh in annoyance also falls under the category of 


pUre 
According to another Hadith narrated on the authority of 
Hadrat ‘Alf æ, Rastlullah # said: “If there is an expression 


even less annoying than the utterance of ‘Uff’, it would have 
also been mentioned.” (In short, anything that bothers the 


parents in the least is prohibited.) 


The second commandment is “And do not rebuke them." 
The reason behind this is obvious; it causes anguish to 


them. 


The third commandment is: “And converse with them 
gracefully.” The first two commandments were essentially 


prohibitions where we have been forbidden to cause any 
form of heartache to the parents. In this third 
commandment, employing a more positive approach. Allah 
46 teaches us the etiquette of conversing with our parents; 
converse with them in a gentle and affectionate manner. 
Whilst elaborating on the correct manner of speaking to the 
parents, Hadrat Sa‘id bin Musayyab rahmatullahi ‘alaih says: 
“Just as a meek slave speaks to his ruthless master.” 


The fourth commandment is, “And lower for both of them 
the wing of submissiveness of mercy.” In other words, 
humble yourself before your parents as a submissive slave 
before his master. The word used in the verse is “Janah" 
which means wing. Literally, the verse reads: “Lower your 
wings of submissiveness and obedience before your parents. 
At the end of the verse is the word “Rahmah” - mercy - 
which signals that your conduct with your parents should 


EE l MMM 
$ Jage s50 














D J 





The Ideal Father 


„pe prompted by mere show but your conduct with them 
wi be encouraged by compassion and respect. Another 
at that may be drawn from this verse is that your 
anissive attitude towards your parents is actually a 
„umer to your respect for them. This is not actually 
smissiveness in its true sense but an approach fostered 


sffection and love. 


~fith commandment is: “And say ‘O my Lord! Shower 
w mercy upon both of them.....” This illustrates that 
riding absolute comfort to the parents is not possible for 
naverage human being. So, together with the concern of 
widing comfort to the parents however possible, a person 
wid also make Du'a: “O Allah! With Your infinite mercy, 

vee them of their difficulties and do away with their 

mems.” This final commandment of making Du‘a for them 

sø comprehensive that it applies even after the death of 

x parents. Making Du‘a for them is a form of service he 

nender to them even after they leave this world. 


‘nuuld be your great fortune if you and your wife could be 
wre of courage and confidence for them. How gracious 
(ould be if you could put all their fears at rest and provide 
Xm with peace of mind. Make constant Du'‘a for them and 
stas you rear your own children cheerfully tolerating all 
“ur problems, in the same way stomach whatever 
‘itemess your parents dole out to you. If you can bear this 
(Pent, you would be fortunate indeed. 


"inh ‘Ain’ rahmatullahi ‘alaih mentions a Hadith in the 
| mentary of Bukhari; the person who recites the 
“ing Du'a and implores Allah 3% to convey the reward to 


„rents will be regarded as one who has fulfilled the 


his parents, 
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“All praise is due to Allah 3 the Sustainer of the worlds, the Lord of 
the skies, the Lord of the earth and the Lord of the worlds. For Him 
alone is the majesty in the heavens and earth and He is most 
prevailing and most wise. For Allah alone is praise, the Lord of the 
heavens and the Lord of the earth and the Lord of the worlds. And to 
Him alone belongs the grandeur in the skies and the earth and He is 
most prevailing and most wise. He is the sovereign, the Lord of the 
heavens and the Lord of the earth and the Lord of the worlds. And to 
Him alone belongs the War (radiance) in the skies and the earth and 
He is the most prevailing and most wise. 


At the end of Irshadus Sari the following Du'a is quoted: 
e a | ie ee = ue = e” acon = / ol J . vaii 
I ENGEY C5 UI aT GE Goe 5 ia foil 
A r EON - „24 r »* -s aR WA e -* “0 SZA “ay 
ors la a 3 rele cpl SHH) 5 Nate LL 5 Je fed sp 
ae =) on 
WEG aid 
“O Allah! Treat my parents and I, presently or in the future, in the 
Din, dunya and the hereafter as befits Your status. And do not treat 
my parents, or me presently or in the future, in our Din, dunya or 


hereafter as befits our status, O Our Master!” [Irshädus Sñ Kitébu)- 
Adfiyah Al-Lay wal Umrah p.8-Beirut] 
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‘3 children - A Source of Perpetual Reward 
g0 


„u predecease your children, they will be a source of 
etul reward for you. Your book of deeds will continue 
wading good deeds in your favour even after you bid 
«well to this world. The moment death strikes, the 
tunity of performing good deeds terminate. However, 
„person leaves behind pious children, it is an action that 
tines recording good deeds in his book of deeds. Hadrat 
iyi Hurairah & reports that Rasulullah # said: “When a 
eson dies, his opportunity of further action also ceases 
acept in three cases; (he will be rewarded even after his 
ath) in the case of perpetual charity, when he leaves 
whind Knowledge from which people benefit or when he 
aves behind pious children who make Du'‘a for him after 
fis death.” (Mishkat vol.1 p.32) 


Kadrat Abu Hurairah œ says: “When the deceased witnesses 
hs rank being elevated he asks in astonishment: “How did 
tis happen?” From Allah's 3; side he is informed: “Your 
dilden are engaged in making Du‘a of forgiveness for you 
land Allah & has accepted their Du‘as.” [Ibn Majah p.268] 


idrat Ibn Sirin rahmatullahi ‘alaih says: “One night we 
vere seated in the company of Hadrat AbG Hurairah & when 
leraised his hands in Du'a. With unreserved humility he 
wpplicated: “O my Lord! Pardon Abî Hurairah and pardon 
te mother of AbU Hurairah. O my Lord! And pardon all 
thse who make Dua of forgiveness for Abu Hurairah and 
his mother.” Just then we all got down to make Du'a of 
ltgiveness for Abd Hurairah and his mother so that we 
Quid also be included in his Du‘a.” 


% dont leave any stone unturned in the religious 
Ybringing of your children be they sons or daughters. Make 
"all-out effort to turn them into religious souls and make 
tem propagators of Din in the entire world. Ensure that 
"Yy are scrupulous about their Salah, Zikr and Tilawah 
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even before they reach puberty. Make the daughter. 
devotedly conscious of Hijab (Pardah) and women who are 
bashfully modest. Ensure that they refrain from backbiting, 
lies, verbal abuse and other such evils of the tongue. Make 
an effort to instil the honour and admiration of the Muslims 
into their hearts and strive to infuse within them the spirit of 
disseminating the word of Allah æ% to all the peoples of the 


world. Turn them into children who strive for what is right 
and above all make them children who constantly implore 


Allah 3 in Du‘a. 


If, Allah 3 forbid, the father frittered away his youth in 


immorality, he should make Taubah and repent for all his 
past sins and attempt to make his children into pious 
‘Ulama, WHuffaz and propagators of Din. He should also 
declare in his will that so and so son or grandson be 
encouraged to become an ‘Alim or Hafiz etc. In this regard 
we recall an incident; there was a young man who frittered 
his youth away in sinful transgression. Once he married and 
got a son, Allah 43 steered him to a path of spiritual 


guidance. He was immensely remorseful about his errant 
past. Nonetheless, he was not a man without aspiration. He 
genuinely wanted his son to become a Hafiz of the Holy 
Qur'an but death struck him before he could realize his 
expectations. As he was breathing his last, he requested his 
wife to make the child a Hafiz when he grows up. The poor 
wife discharged this parting request by leaving the child at 
the Madrasah when he came of age. The Qari Sahib at the 
Madrasah made the child perform Wudu, seated him right 
next to him and asked him to recite with him: “Bismillahir- 
Rahmanir-Rahim”. The instant the child mimicked the Qan 
Sahib in the recitation of Tasmiyah, the ardour of Allah's ¥ 
divine mercy came to the fore. The father who was suffering 
the pangs of the punishment of the grave was rapidly 
released from any further punishment. When asked the 
reason for his sudden redemption, he was informed: “When 
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aur child referred to Allah 4¢ as ‘Rahman’ and ‘Rahim’, Allah 
„enveloped you with His infinite mercy.” 


hre are a number of other such incidents. In short, 
scipline and educate your children within an Islâmic mould 


ind a Dini spirit. 
fhe Obligations of the Children and Parents 


am has assigned each individual his own set of 
responsibilities. The father, the mother and the children, 
ach one of them are liable for their distinctive obligations. 
fecution of our individual duties has been repeatedly 
emphasised by our Din since in it lays our eternal success. 
far instance, it is the father’s duty to rear his children in a 
Wligious mould. He should leave no stone unturned in 
raring his children correctly. He should treat them with 
plenty of love and affection. He should opt for a more 
wmpassionate approach when dealing with his children. He 
sould decidedly refrain from hard-handedness and abusive 
language. If, Allah 3 forbid, due to illness or your 
disposition etc. you are predisposed to moods of 
pevishness and temperamental mood swings, make an 
attempt to eliminate this dreadful malady. Think that this 
ifliction is from Allah 3%, so why should your family 
members bear the burden of it. Why should you yell at them 
a speak to them abrasively as this would neither cure the 
iness nor solve the problem. Yes, all you would be doing is 
wrecking the home environment and Allah 4% forbid, making 


their life a misery. 


Here we reproduce a question and answer from the book, 
AD ke Masail Aur un Ka Hal’ by a leading scholar, Maulana 
Muhammad Yusuf Ludhyanwi Sahib ass. This will clearly 
affirm the extent to which the family is affected by ill temper 
abusiveness and how the children slip out of ait 

ntrol. May Allah 3% protect us all. Amin. parental 
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Question: My wife rebelliously opposes whatever I ask her 
to do. She takes relish in abstaining from fulfilling her 
conjugal rights. Yesterday, I summoned my elder daughter 
to come and have a word with her mother. She 
subsequently came back and said that chances of healing 
the rift between us are mighty slim and in the interests of all 
parties concerned it would be best if both of you separate 
amicably. One of my malevolent sons put a spanner in the 
works and threatened to take his mother away with him. In 
spite of my repeated demands that she don't go with him, 
she took off with him and I have no idea where she is. Now 
I wish to disown my son. What should I do about my wife? 
Your counsel is desperately required. What is most startling 
is that the son is instrumental in the break up of his parents’ 
marriage and to top it all, all the children have sided with 
their mother against me. 
Answer: Assalamu 
Barakatuhu 


‘alaykum wa _ Rahmatullahi wa 


I have examined your heartrending letter and I was 
exceptionally moved by your miserable condition. May Allah 
3; ease your difficulties. I normally abstain from advising 


others in their personal affairs. This is why I will just stick to 
a few basic principles: 


1. As the children grow older it is crucial to respect their 
emotions and consider their feelings. The relentless 
fighting and arguing of the parents is bound to 
diminish the respect of the parents from the hearts of 
the children. To engage in any form of altercation 
with the wife in front of the children is a major 
fundamental flaw. 


2. Indisputably the husband enjoys a host of rights over 
his wife and her attention is also drawn to the 
importance of fulfilling her husband’s rights. 
However, the husband should also be considerate of 
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ner nature and determine to what extent she is able 
to withstand the burden of his rights. This is one of 
the reasons the Shari'ah has permitted men to take 
up to four wives, as this will ensure that one woman 
is not saddled with more than she can possibly 
tolerate. In the case of multiple wives, the Sharrah 
has very sternly obliged the husband to treat them 
all impartially and to refrain from acting the least bit 
impartial in favour of any one of his wives. 


3. On the day of judgement, the wife will not be the 
only one to account for all her transgressions but tne 
husband will also be summoned to account for his 
bad manners, rudeness and cruelty. He will then be 
taken to task for all his transgressions. 


Ss 


. On the basis of what you describe, it appears that 
the most influential factor leading up to this ordeal is 
your rudeness (for which you may well be excused 
due to your illness or temperament). The aftermath 
of your behaviour is quite evident from the impact it 
had on your wife and children. If you alter your 
approach and rectify your attitude towards them, 
there will be a higher chance of them changing their 
attitude towards you. 


5, If you are unable to mould your temperament to fit 
the circumstances, as a final resort you may separate 
from your wife but the repercussion of this would be 
that your children would also be cut-off from you. 
Your young children will consider you a tyrant and 
their mother as a victim of your brutality and they 
will subsequently side with her. As a form of 
retaliation, they will sever all relationship with you. 

Such a stance (separating from her) will be 
disastrous in this world as well as the next for all 
parties concerned. 
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Exercising patience on the wife’s annoyance is a 
Jihad on its own. Allah 3 will amply reward you for 


your tolerant stance. If you sincerely aspire this lofty 
reward, remember that its path meanders through 
the barbed valleys of forbearance and perseverance. 
In this case, you will be compelled to agree to some 
form of conciliatory measures and compromise with 
your wife and children. Not by considering yourself as 
a victim of their meanness but by considering your 
own self culpable for their transgressions. I am the 
guilty party but I lay the blame upon the others. 


If you honestly wish to reconcile you will have to 
clobber your own desires. To this end, you will have 
to impose certain conditions upon yourself; firstly, 
nothing but good should leave your tongue. Don't 
ever mention anything unbecoming. Secondly, don't 
even consider your rights over others and don't even 
allow any form of grievance to develop in your heart. 
In fact, if someone conducts himself favourably 
towards you consider it a divine windfall and if you 
are ill-treated by others or you fall prey to their 
abuse, consider yourself fortunate. You deserved 
something worse but praise be to Allah 4¢, He did not 
fully take you to task and he did not punish you for 
all your transgressions. Exercise patience over such 
conditions. Thirdly, every angle of your bearing with 
your wife and children should be one of affection and 
warmth. You should conduct yourself as a loving 
husband and an affectionate father. 





threatened to disinherit. 


a One of our seniors has mentioned that when a 
person disobeys Allah % and violates His 
commandments, the first punishment meted out to 


him is in the form of the resistance he faces from his 
wife and children. So if you want your family 


members to amend their attitude towards you, why 
dont you rectify your attitude towards your Maker? 
Don't you need to change your attitude towards Allah 
¥? Rectify your bearing with Allah 4¢ and He will, 
Insha Allah, remedy your condition with your family. 
hadrat ‘All & says: There are five symbols of a 
person’s good fortune: 
His wife complies with him 
His children are pious and obedient 
His friends are Allah-conscious 
His neighbour is pious 
His sustenance is accessible within his hometown 


\0.Perhaps your wife and son would peruse my letter as 


well. | appeal to both of them to refrain from making 
matters worse than they are. They should make 
every effort to resolve the issue. A saint says: “A 
pious woman has six distinguishing features: Firstly, 
she is meticulous with her five daily Salah. Secondly, 
she is subservient to her husband. Thirdly, she is 
satisfied with the destiny ordained for her by her 
Allah %. Fourthly, she protects her tongue from 


backbiting, verbal abuse and slander. Fifthly, she is 
indifferent to the glamour and wealth of this world. 
And sixthly, she exercises patience in the face of 
adversity.” 


8. It is Haram (prohibited) to disinherit any of the heirs. 
Even if you spitefully cut any one of them from your 
will, Islamically he still remains a legitimate heir. This 
is why I will advise you not to take such a drastic 
ee. web wane area, mace this worlds living hell; Similarly, children have a moral obligation to respect 
so for Allah’s sake don't turn your hereafter into hell. their parents. Hadrat Ab Umamah « says that a person 


asked Raslullah &: “What rights do my parents enjoy 


Ee 
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over me?” Rasulullah % replied: “They are either your 
paradise or your hell.” [Mishkét p.421) 


Hadrat Abd Darda & says: “I heard Rasulullah saying 
“The father is the best door to Jannah. So, it is up to you 
either to protect the door or to destroy it.” (Mishkat p.419) 


Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar Æ says that Rasulullah # 
“Allah’s 3s pleasure lies in the pleasure of the father 


said: 
and His displeasure lies in the displeasure of the father 


[Mishkat p.49] 


Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas æ says that Rasulullah # said: “He 
who is obedient to both his parents will have two doors 
of Jannah opened for him and if he has only one 
surviving parent, one door is open for him. And he who 
is disobedient to his parents will have two doors of hell 
open for him and in the case of one parent then one 


door will be open for him.” Someone enquired: “Even if 
to him.” “Yes,” Rasulullah z 


the parents are cruel 
replied: “Even if the parents are crue! to him.” (Mishkat 
p.421] 


The actions of man perpetuated by his body are based 


upon his heart. This is corroborated by a Hadith in which 
“Man’s body contains a piece of flesh. 


Rasulullah # said: 

If this flesh is in order, the entire body is in order and if 
this flesh is corrupt, the entire body is corrupt. And this 
flesh is the heart.” So strive to (spiritually) improve the 


condition of your heart. 

Similarly, it appears in another Hadith that when a 
person commits a sin, a black spot forms on his heart. If 
he repents, the black spot is eliminated. However, if he 
fails to repent and continues sinning, his heart, due to 
the excessive number of black spots, turns completely 
black to such an extent that a time comes when the 
heart holds no desire whatsoever to perform any article 


of righteousness.” 
a 
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oom this we establish that there are two types of 
ats; one spiritually radiant and the other spiritually 
pk. Now tis up to us to decide the nature of our 


wats. Hereunder we mention a few techniques to 
jroduce this spiritual brilliance within the heart. 
„tical implementation of these techniques, will Insha 
ih, turn the heart into a vessel of spiritual radiance. 
hisin turn will encourage good deeds. These strategies 
ye extracted from the Holy Qur'an, Ahadith and the 
wings of the righteous ‘Ulama. So you should 
ndisputably put them into practice: 


l. Make Taubah and Istighfar your standard 
routine. Recite the following Jstighfar thrice 


after Fajr and ‘Asr Salah: 
Hosts tsa at AMWAY foi 2 


2. Recite Kalimah Tayyibah and 
Shahadah as frequently and abundantly as 


you possibly can. Fix a time daily in which you 
recite Kalimah Tayyibah at least a hundred 


oh FP 3 oo 


Kalimah 


times. 


3. Recite the Holy Qur'an daily. At least a Juz or 
half a Juz per day. Aim to recite with the 


requisite Adab (etiquette). These Ad&ab are 
mentioned in Fadail Qur'an compiled by 
Shaikhul-Hadith Maulana Zakariyya Sahib 


rahmatullahi ‘alaih. 


‘ Remember death as frequently as you can. If 
possible, recite the following Du'a at least 


twenty five times a day: 


SNE SNS 


~ 
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Draw out a bit of free time in an attempt tọ 
spend this time with the Tabligh Jama'at 
Similarly, make a point of sitting for the 
Talîmî sessions of Fadail A'mal at your local 
Musjid and also the lectures of Qur'an and 
Hadith. 

Do your utmost to associate with the religious 
and Dini-conscious people. Also attend the 
Majalis (assemblages) of the pious ‘Ulama and 
devout saints. 


Develop an enthusiastic zeal to read up 
reliable Islamic literature. For instance, Fadail 
A‘amal, Fadail Sadaqat by Maulana 
Muhammad Zakariyya Sahib rahmatullahi 
‘alaih , Hayatus-Sahabah by Maulana 
Muhammad Yusuf Kandehlaw: Sahib 
rahmatullahi ‘alaih, Islahi Khutubat by Justice 
Mufti Muhammad Taqî ‘Uthmani Sahib, Rub ki 
Bimariyan’ Aur un ka ‘Ilaj” - ‘Spiritual 
Maladies and their Remedy” - by Hakim 
Muhammad Akhtar Sahib, Uswae Rasul-e- 
Akram # by Doctor ‘Abdul Hay Sahib 
rahmatullahi ‘alaih and Tariqa-e-Wasiyyat 
compiled by the Ustads of Madrasah Baitul 
‘Ilm. 


Include the recitation of the following Wazifah 
Kitabs in your daily rituals: 

e Mustanad Majmû'ah Wazaif by the 
Ustads of Madrasah Baitul ‘Ilm. 

e Al-Hizbul A'zam translated by 
Maulana Badre ‘Alam _ Mirathi 
rahmatul/3hi ‘alaih. 

e Zarfah-e-Wusul Ila Janadb-e-Rasil # 
translated by Maulana  Yûsuf 
Ludhyanwi Sahib sa . 
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e Isthighfar ki Sattar Du'ae (Seventy 
Du'as of repentance) compiled by the 
Ustads of Madrasah Baitul’IIm. 


ywable Advice to Muslim Parents 


yery Muslim father is advised to meticulously record all his 
sets iN a manner that does not give cause to his heirs to 
ah with one another in contesting his estate after his 
wth. To this end, we Suggest a few proposals designed to 
pænt such a state of affairs. We urge you to try and 
| qement them. Since such proposals are not very popular 
nour society, their implementation seems difficult if not 
npossible. No significance whatsoever is attached to them. 
Joly a measure of vigilance is trained onto these 
poposals it would neither be difficult nor seemingly 
mossible and they would guarantee some degree of 
gcurity against warring heirs. 


l. Itis best to avoid getting two sons married at the 
same time. In other words, avoid bringing in two 
daughters-in-law into the home at the same time. 
Also, avoid keeping them under the same roof as this 
may possibly lead to heated rivalry and mutual 
contempt. Their mother-in-law will shower one of 
them with heaps of praise wHilst hurling mounds of 
criticism against the other. This creates hatred 
coupled with despair between the brothers. 
Subsequently, friction develops between the spouses 
and the tranquillity of the house is doomed. So the 
presence of two sisters-in-law under a common roof 
- especially if they share the same kitchen - is the 
root of all domestic feuds. If you are forced under 
constrained circumstances to maintain both 
daughters-in-law under the same roof at least 
provide each one of them a separate kitchen (or 
cooking area) as the stove is from where the flames 
of conflict erupt. The kitchen is where it all flares up. 


a 


age SOF 


—=—C—~=*# 


The Ideal Father 


For further reference, every father is requested + 
study Tohfa-e-Zawjain (Gift for the Husbang ary 
Wife)*, Islami Shadi (Islamic Weddings) from the 
Malfuzat of Hadrat Thanwi rahmatullahi 'alaih ang 
Tohfa-e-Dulha (Gift for the Husband) etc. 


If you are financially able, provide each son ang 
daughter with his or her own plot, property or house 
independently. Also transfer it onto their names and 
grant them physical ownership as well. Also keep a 
safe written record of these transfers. If this is not 
possible, appraise the market value of your home 
and the amount each son is entitled to, give the 
same amount or at least half of the amount to the 
daughters. Alternatively, you may purchase a plot, 
transfer it to her name and grant her physical 
ownership of the same. As for the personal home, it 
would be better if you transfer it onto the names’ of 
the sons and their mother. Also give them physical 
ownership of the house. This will ensure that after 
the death of the father the sons won't be additionally 
burdened with the task of trying to sell the house in 
order to realise the shares of the daughters. And 
since the daughters, Alhamdulillah, have already left 
home for their husbands’ homes, in all probability 
they won't need the house whilst the sons can't do 
without a house. Now the house will belong to the 
sons (and their mother) only without intrusion by any 


of the other heirs. 


A third option is that the amount you forward to the 
son or daughter to assist them in building or 
purchasing a house, forward it as a soft loan and also 
keep a written record of the same. After the death of 
the father, this debt should be called up for 
repayment to the estate. Alternatively, this amount 
may be deducted from his or her share of the estate. 





* Available in English from Madrasah Arabia Islamia - Azaadville, S. Africa 
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Mis will ensure that the other heirs who were not 
assisted to with a soft loan don’t go about grumbling 
that the elder sibling acquired his own house with the 
assistance of the father and now he wants to 
unlawfully claim an additional share from the father’s 


house. 


} Our third advice to you would be that you don’t ever 
distribute all your assets in your lifetime in a manner 
that leaves you downright destitute. There have been 
afew cases where the father distributed all his assets 
in his lifetime and the children, instigated by their 
spouses, are prepared to throw the poor father out of 
his own’ house or the children tend to become 


indifferent to their parents needs. 


4 Ifyou have a business, try to set up a separate 
business for each son. If two brothers don’t get along 
fom the beginning, make sure they are not in the 
same business. It is far better if each one has his 
own business and both of them enjoy a warm 
relationship instead of both of them sharing a huge 

| business in an atmosphere of consistent disputes and 
invariable clashes. Yes, if the younger brother abides 

| by the instructions of the elder brother whilst the 
| elder brother always does everything with the 
approval of the younger brother, then you may keep 
them in the same business. However, ensure that 
their shares of the business and terms of ownership 
are clearly defined so that they are not faced with 
any problem if they ever have to split up. All said and 
done, in these times, due to a divergence of 
temperaments and due to a lack of a tolerant spirit, 
k ideal situation would be where each brother has 
“ll business. Also, in these times, neither the 
iss Be jee their elders nor do the elders 
esult, a E oaan ip their mutual affairs. AS a 
: g train of disputes besieges 
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people especially if the brothers’ wives are living 
together and sharing the same kitchen. So sisters-in- 
law who live under a common roof are often 
responsible for the disputes that split the brothers 
apart. If nothing else, Shaytan makes the children 
fight with one another thus drawing the sisters-in-law 
into conflict and this subsequently viciously mars the 
relationship the brothers (their husbands) enjoy. 
Occasionally the domestic servants are responsible 
for this malicious split. Nowadays we are plagued by 
another menace; if one of the brother’s children is 
more attractive or more delightful in his foibles and 
the grandparents, uncles or aunts are more disposed 
to this ‘lovable’ child, it develops into a nasty cause 
for bitter hostilities. The daughters-in-law lie in wait 
to see who gets the most attention; their own child 
Or the other daughter-in-law’s child? Let us observe 
whom Dadi (grandmother) gives the sweets to first? 
Who does she attend to first? Which child draws most 
of her attention? She then gives her husband a solid 
tongue-lashing: “Look at your mother! She doesn't 
even bother about our children! She indulges the 
other children more than our children!” Now the 
husband, at work or at the office is left bewildered 
thinking about what his wife heaped into his 
eardrums just before going to bed the previous night 
or at breakfast. Now at the most unseemly 
provocation or the most inconsequential 
inappropriate behaviour of the other brother, he 
thinks that he is getting a raw deal. He is now 
deluded into believing that his brother is admired and 
appreciated by all whilst he and his children are 
forever marginalized. So the best solution to avoid 
any such form of anguish is that as far as possible, 
separate the sons‘ living quarters especially their 
kitchens. If possible, keep them in different areas 
with each son independently owning his own 
business. 
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5. Similarly, if you and your brothers are joint partners 


in a business, persuade them to stipulate e 
every partner's predetermined share m the ae 
This responsibility fell onto your shoulders the 
moment you became a husband. Until now, if you 
have still been detached about sorting yourselves 
out, at least now when you have become a father do 
something about it. Become conscious of your 
responsibility by determining what exactly is your 
share of the business so that your wife and children 
are not left penniless after your death and they will 
be able to acquire your share as their rightful 
inheritance without having to be indebted to other 
members of the family. Quite often (especially in our 
culture) it's a family-run business and each partner 
on a monthly basis just takes what he wants from 
the till. When the brothers are notified about such 
Shari guidelines they merely shrug it off by saying 
that the brothers and sisters have a jaopa 
understanding’. Remember that such a `good 
understanding’ is simply a prejudiced illusion because 
if one of the daughters-in-law or sons-in-law has pe 
make a spiteful gripe about something, the family 
will be split into two hostile factions. Now the a 
two brothers who were like soul mates before Ca 1 
even stand the sight of each other now. prsa e- 
then pointlessly pay hundreds of thousan ARS, 
Rupees towards legal costs and to other O la 
institutions. How much of their wealth is liberally 
spent like flowing water in a futile exercise. During 
the course of their legal battles, occasionally, their 
assets are frozen and the court places a seal over 
their factory or shop. Now both families will fall 
oa a Dude of personal and family 
ict, fiat father should amenably 
share to each shareh, Hs, ees to allocate a fixed 
; same should apply to 
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the house as well. Such a stance will avoid a host o 
potentially disastrous difficulties. 


Every Muslim father should study “Islam Aur 
Tarbiyat-e-Awlad” (Islam and the upbringing of 
children) by Doctor Habibullah Mukhtar and Tarigae- 
Wasiyyat by the Ustads of Madrasah Baitul-‘IIm. 


If one of your married sons or daughters has already 
predeceased you, if you feel it appropriate, after 
consulting your local Mufti, bequeath in favour of 
your widowed daughter-in-law and grandchildren an 
amount that your son or daughter would have 
received from your estate if you had predeceased 
them. However, this bequest should form a third or 
less than a third of your net estate. The advantage of 
this bequest is that just as your sons and daughters 
will inherit from your estate after your death so 
would your deceased son's or daughter's children 
benefit from your estate as beneficiaries to an 
amount that their father’s or mother's siblings 
inherited from your estate. If you don’t make sucha 
bequest they will not inherit anything at all (as 
grandchildren do not inherit in the presence of male 
children). However, such a bequest in favour of your 
grandchildren is not obligatory. Taking stock of your 
personal circumstances, only if you feel it appropriate 
you may bequeath something to them so that your 
grandchildren are not completely dispossessed. Insha 
Allah, this will be a source of reward for you and a 
means for improving family ties. 
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Muftis and religious-minded experienced people in an 
attempt to sort out their financial affairs. All his dealings 
should be clear-cut and well-defined so that there is no 
problem either in his old age or after his death. One of the 
things that require clarification at the very outset is the 
Shari perspective on keeping the son or sons within the 
family business. 


Numerous such incidents are handled by the Darul Ifta 
where the father either due to his negligence or due to his 
failure to keep a written record or perhaps due to his failure 
to consult proficient ‘Ulama in his affairs, his family is faced 
with endless domestic problems after his death. It even 
leads to a dreadful severance of close family ties. Blood 
brothers are turned into malicious adversaries. 


Allah 4 forbid, for a few paltry coins of this transient world, 
blood brothers and sisters are transformed into mortal 
enemies with all ties of family relationship drastically 
severed. With the purpose of avoiding such a disconcerting 
situation, we hereunder cite a few techniques, the 
application of which will, Insha Allah, protect the family from 


malicious dispute in the future: 


1. The moment you include your eldest son in ls 
family business, fix a monthly salary for him Ae ck 


siness grows an 


inning. As the bu 
the very beginning ase his wages 


responsibilities increase, you may incre 5 i 
accordingly, obviously subject to your financial 
wherewithal. Bear in mind that the salary should at 
least see to his basic needs whilst allowing him to set 


aside something as his pocket money in addition to 


The Son in the Family Business i 
something he can save up for a rainy day. 


Every Muslim should ensure that his heirs don’t get an 
opportunity to engage in any form of contention either in his 2. Another approach to this i 
old age or after his death. To this end, each person, partner in the business es = you make him a 
depending on his individual needs, should consult proficient reasonable percentage of Mt as a fixed and 
€ business which wi 
will 


gratify him and which will reward him for his 
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unflagging efforts whilst allowing him to build up a 
reasonable capital over the years. In the same 
manner, as the other sons grow up and join the 
business, fix a reasonable share of the business for 
them as well. Insha Allah, application of these two 
procedures will ensure that upon the death of the 
father there is no cause for dissent leading up to 
family problems and fallouts. 


Bear in mind that if one of the aforementioned options are 
not exercised or one negligently ignores it on the grounds 
that his sons are very close and they won't be faced with 
any problems or the shop is still small with a very limited 
capital and there is presently nothing to be alarmed about, 
the outcome of such nonchalance may be appallingly 
serious. 


At the death of the father, sometimes the eldest son 
appropriates the entire business with all its assets. He may 
just offer a paltry sum to his other siblings after years of 
squabbling and litigation. His younger siblings are reduced 
to begging for their rightful shares and even if the court 
passes judgement in their favour, the elder brother 
indifferently drags his feet in paying them on the pretext 
that he doesn’t have that amount of cash available. He 
offers to pay them out in paltry monthly instalments. Over 
the years the monthly instalments are further eroded in 
value with the ravages of inflation to such an extent that 
they can’t even purchase decent assets or accumulate a 
reasonable capital for a business venture. They will then 
grieve over their late father who surrendered his entire 
estate to such a pitiless son. Some brothers claim that their 
elder brother is a man of exceptionally noble character but 
his wife and her family have swindled him outright. 


In short, all these problems may crop up simply because of 
his (the father’s) indifference or his negligence or due to him 
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being unprepared for death or perhaps due to him 
constantly postponing such an important issue. 


At times, upon the distribution of the late father’s estate, 
when the elder brothers receive the same share of the 
estate as the rest of their younger brothers, they are 
disposed to protest against the ‘unfair’ dissolution of the 
estate. They may object that their father unfairly exploited 
them. They will say that they joined the family business 
from a very early age. They were influential in building it 
into a flourishing business as it is today. They abandoned 
their studies for this business. They got their sisters married 
off and even purchased plots for them from the same 
business. Now when father dies, this younger brother 
inherits the same as what we inherit! This youngster 
completed his educational career and all his life he just 
parked himself off eating out of this business. He doesn’t 
even have any expenditure and overheads to meet. In fact 
our own sons have come of age. We should, after all, get 
some positive return on our years of laborious employment 


in the business.” 


To avoid such a scenario, the father at the very outset 
should structure his financial affairs in such a manner that 
after his death his elder sons don’t have any reason to 
grumble that they were short-changed by the father or they 
were deprived of their rightful due. At the same time the 
younger sons will not grouse about the fact that it eine 2 
fault of theirs if they came later on into this worl = e 
younger brothers should not be left in a position to whinge 
that their father left the entire business enterprise solely in 
the hands of the elder brothers whilst they, the younger 
siblings, were defrauded of their lawful shares simply 
because father failed to put pen to paper and record each 
heir's legitimate share. 


S 
awe appeal 5 each and every father to lay out his state of 
© competent ‘Ulama and Muftis seeking thej 
ir 
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absolute guidance on these affairs. May Allah æ develop the 
affairs of our lives and the affairs relating to our death jn 
conformity to His Din. Amin. 


The Working-Class Father 


To our working-class brothers working locally or abroad, we 
appeal to them that since whatever they earn belongs to 
them, when handing over their salaries to others, they 
should clearly specify whether it is handed over as a trust or 
as a gift or as a contribution towards a business partnership 


etc. 


Failure to clarify the nature of the contributions may lead to 
unremitting problems in the future. The nature of letters 
received by the Darul Ifta upon the death of the father and 
the subsequent wrangling that goes on amongst the family 
members aside from the tarnishing of the family name is not 
even imagined when making such contributions. 


In every single aspect of our dealings, Sharñah teaches us 
transparency, avoidance of prevarication and the fulfilment 
of all rights in a manner that would not lead to future 
problems or family disputes. So every Muslim is required to 
muster some courage and instead of thinking what the 
family, parents and relatives will think of him, he should 
rather ponder over what Allah 4 and His Rasdl x requires of 
him. What is the Shari obligation in this instance? Perhaps 
disclosing the nature of the contribution would offend the 
family members for a few days but Allah 3 will in due course 
satisfy them. They will eventually notice the advantages of 
this transparency and the benefits governing these Shar'i 


decrees. 


Therefore, whatever part of your pay packet you hand over 
to your parents for their personal use, present it as a gift to 
them without any anticipating its return to you. Don't even 
gloat about it in front of your younger siblings. Treat them 
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well solely and only for the ultimate pleasure of Allah 3s. Try 


to conceal whatever you present to them in such a manner 
that not even the wife, children and siblings are aware of 
what you give them. 

Another aspect to this is that whatever you give to your 
parents for getting your sister married for instance, give it 
to them as a gift. However, give them only an amount that 
is sufficient to get her married with simplicity according to 
the Sunnah. Instead of surrendering to the demands of the 
family women in such matters, rather bear in mind your own 
circumstances and marry her off with simplicity. 


The aforementioned two suggestions would only apply to a 
destitute home or when the entire income is spent in basic 


necessities. 


The third aspect to this is that your father has a little corner 
store and whatever you send to him is ploughed into his 
shop, in this case you should clearly specify whether your 
contribution is a gift or a loan or you are purchasing a share 


of the business etc. 


Sometimes, one of the brothers works abroad either in a 
foreign country or in another city and after he makes 
himself financially independent he remits a monthly sum of 
money to his father. This sum enables the family business to 
flourish, Now when the father departs from this world, the 
heirs refuse to assign a share of the business to him or im 
if they do concede to giving him something they would os -A 
| him a measly share of the business notwithstanding the fac 
that the rest of them acquired their own businesses, flats 
and professions out of the same family business. They took 
full advantage of the business by milking it to the limit and 
vet now they want their full share of the inheritance as well. 


These brothers j 
busi enriched themselves with the fami 
elde oe Hey became financially independent due to Ea yY 
rathers monthly contributions and now the sam r 
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brother who laboured for years in a foreign Country whilst 
remitting his total earnings over the years doesn't even end 


up with a share that is sufficient for him to purchase 4 


decent home or set up an average business. So make sure 


you specify whether your contribution is a gift, a trust org 
loan. This clarity will enable your wife and children to solicit 
their rightful share of the loan or trust if you have to 
predecease your father. Alternatively, if your father 
predeceases you, you will be able to claim the repayment of 
the loan or the return of the trust. If your hard-earned 
money is being used to fund lavish wedding ceremonies, 
useless functions, extravagant dwellings and other sinful 
activities, do not send any money to the family otherwise 
you will also be part and parcel of this sin. 


Nonetheless, if you are sending money to them, make sure 
you keep aside part of your salary. If you lose your job or 
you are unable to earn for some reason or the other like old 
age etc., at least you will have something to fall back onto 
without having to stretch your hand before others. Similarly, 
during the course of your employment, set aside a bit of 
money for your wife and children either in the form of cash 
or fixed property. At least this will ensure that, after your 


death, they are not a nuisance to your brothers, in-laws and 
other family members. 


A fourth angle to this discussion is that both father and son 
are employed. The father purchases a plot of land but he 
lacks the resources to develop the land. One of the sons, 
who is employed abroad, remits a monthly sum to build a 
house etc. Now, he should make sure he draws up a written 
agreement endorsed by all interested parties to the effect 
that his monthly contribution be treated as a loan and upon 
the death of father, this son will inherit his share of the land 
and the house etc. built on the land will belong to him (the 
son) in proportion to his share of the contributions. 
One of the advantages of this is that once the estate is 
wound up, all the heirs will be pleased with their respective 
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shares. At that point in time, if you are financially able, you 
may even give the house over to your siblings as a gift. 
Another advantage to this is that the younger brothers, 
either due to the sinister instigations of Shaytan through 
their wives or due to the ominous instigation of others, 


wont be able to cast you out of your lawful share. The 
younger siblings won't argue that they helped father in 
building the house whilst the elder brother was busy 
revelling in his delightful life abroad. He may have remitted 
hundreds of thousands for the erection of the house but we 


also laboured with the sweat of our brow in its erection. So 
why don’t we boot him out. 


An Important Request 


Whenever you plan to build or purchase a house, business 
etc - whether it is the father or the elder son or whether it is 
your personal money or a loan or whether the brother living 
locally contributes or another brother abroad chips in — in all 
these instances each and every member of the family is 
obliged to enlighten their elders about the Shari 
requirement in regards to such fixed property. They should 
draw up a document attested by two senior family members 
declaring the nature of the property. Who the property 
belongs to? Which of the brothers are co-partners? Who are 
the co-owners with the father? Are the daughters, who were 
provided with gold jewellery and other gifts at their 
weddings, excluded from any share of this house? Now how 
many co-partners remain? The son who built his own home 
with his own money as well as with the money provided by 
father also be a shareholder to this house? Are any of the 
uncles or other family members also shareholders of this 
property? Etc. etc. Details should be recorded and a Mufti 
consulted for further counsel. 


Every Muslim should ensure that he does not wron 
deprive his siblings and parents out of his love for hi 
and children. Also his love for his Parents and sj 
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should not make him deprive his wife and children of their 


legitimate share. Each and every one should be given their 
respective due. 


May Allah 4 bring about sincere love between brothers and 


sisters. May He safeguard their hearts from jealousy and 
malice right up to their deaths. May He protect them from 
all causes of hostilities and disputes. Amin. 
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rhe Ideal Father at a Glance 


. Consider your children a divine bounty of Allâh 2. 


Rejoice at their birth. Congratulate one another and 
passionately welcome this boon by expressing your sincere 


| gratitude unto Allah 4. He has awarded you this golden 


opportunity to rear a Muslim servant and an ideal prospect 


| for your successor in the Din as well as the duny. You 


have become a means to expand the Muslim population by 
adding on another Da‘i and servant of Din. 


2. If you are not bestowed with any children, make Dut‘a 
for pious children as the chosen Rasul of Allah 3¢, Hadrat 
Zakariyya #8 made Du'a: 


. s7 
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“O my Lord! Bestow upon me, from Your side, well-disposed 
children. Verily, You are most-attentive to all Du'as.” (Sirah Al-Imran] 


2 Don't ever fall into gloom at the birth of a child. 
Either due to financial constraints or health reasons or due 
whatever reason it may be, at all costs refrain from fretting 
over the birth of the child. Don't regard the child as an 


intolerable burden unto you and avoid condemning the 
child. 


4. After the birth of the child, bathe him and clean him 
up. Thereafter call out the Azan in the right ear and 
Iqamah in the left ear. There is great wisdom in conveying 
the name of Allāh 3 and His Rasul # into the ears of the 
child the moment he is born. ‘Allamah Ibnul Qayyim as 
writes in his book Tuhfatul-Wadûd: “In other words, the 
first words to reach the child's ears should be regarding the 
greatness of Allâh %. The Shahâdah (testimony of Islâm) 
which every Muslim pronounces upon entering the fold of 
Islam is conveyed to the child the moment he opens his 
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eyes in this world just as the Kalimah of Tauhid is 
conveyed to a person about to breathe his last. Another 
advantage of calling out the Azan and Iqamah is that 
Shaytan who is lurking about to adversely afflict the child 
takes flight the moment he hears the Azan. So instead of 
transmitting the call of Shaytan to the child first, he is, 


before anything else, invited to Islam and the worship of 
Allah 4." 


5, After the Azan and Iqamah, if possible, get a pious 
person to chew a date or something sweet and place it 


onto the child's palate and request his Du‘a in favour of the 
child. 


6. Select a good name for the child. You may select the 
name of a Nabi, Sahabi or Sahabiyyah or you may even 
select a name of Allah 3% with the prefix ‘Abd, like 
‘Abdullah, ‘Abdur-Rahman etc. 


7, If, out of ignorance, you selected an unfavourable 
name, change it to a Suitable name. 


B. Perform ‘Aqiqah on the seventh day. Slaughter two 
goats (or sheep) for a boy and one goat (or sheep) for a 
girl. Two goats are not obligatory for a boy. Even one goat 
would suffice. Also shave his head and distribute its 
equivalent of gold or silver in charity. 

9, On the seventh day, circumcise the male child. 
However, if this is not possible by the seventh day, get it 


done at least before he is seven years old. Khatnah 
(circumcision) is an Islamic characteristic. 


10. When the child starts talking, teach him the words of 
“LA ilaha Illallah” first. 


11. Encourage the mother (your wife) to breastfeed the 
child as well. This is a righit of the child over the mother. 
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———— ssssassssussssssssssssssstl 


yeastfeeding is one of the favours the Holy Qur'an 
eminds the children about, thereby emphasising the 


mportance of showing kindness to the mother. The child 
naturally develops more love for the 


mother who 


| breastfeeds him. Such children are generally more obedient 


















ad the mothers also have fewer complains about such 
children. Coupled with this, it is also the mother’s 
esponsibility that with every drop of milk, she imparts the 
lesson of Tauhid, the love of Rasûlullâh # , the devotion to 
Din to the child and also that she endeavours to instil this 
love in his heart and soul. Do not lighten your burdens and 
legate your responsibility onto the mother’s shoulders 
but fulfil this pleasant religious obligation yourself and you 
will be blessed with spiritual tranquillity and joy. As far as 
possible, stay away from Tawizes (amulets etc.) for the 
children. Instead of utilising Tawizes for them, teach them 
the Du'as for various occasions. Recite verses of the Holy 
Quran and blow on them yourself. Also inculcate in them 


the habit of reciting the Manzil and memorising the verses 
contained therein. 


12. Refrain from intimidating the child. The anxiety he 


suffers in these developing years will affect his mind and 
soul for the rest of his lifetime. Generally, such children are 
Not primed to accomplish any feat of merit. Also, don’t 
force the child to do anything when he his hungry. 

13. Be particularly cautious about scolding, admonishing 
and rebuking the child for every trivial matter. Instead of 
showing disgust towards their deficiencies, with wisdom 
and enthusiasm, endeavour to rear them with love and 
affection. Nonetheless, your conduct with them should 


portray that you will not tolerate anything contrary to the 
Shartah. 


14. Always treat your children with love, affection and 


warmth. As far as possible, attend to their needs and 
kindle their spirit of obedience. Avoid questioning the child 
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about Why? When? and Who? Avoid questions like: “Why 
did you do this? Don't you have any shame? When would 
you learn? 1 don't know what to do with you!” Instead of 
admonishing the child in this manner, employ a positive 
stance. Rub your hand over his head and very 
affectionately explain that this is not what should be done. 
Etc. etc. 


15. Show love and affection to the younger children. Rub 
your hands affectionately over their heads. Take them into 
your lap and love them. Your conduct with them should be 
one of cheerfulness and joviality. Don’t act like a stern and 
cruel ruler with them. Conducting yourself in this stern 
manner will fail to encourage any loving spirit in the hearts 
of the children for their parents. Also, the children will fail 
to develop any form of self-confidence and the harsh 
behaviour of their parents has an adverse effect on the 
natural nurturing of the child. 


16, Expend all your energies in providing your children 
with decent education and wholesome upbringing. In 
pursuit of this objective, don't be the least hesitant. This is 
your religious obligation, a great favour unto your children 
and a great act of goodwill unto yourself as well. 


17. When the child reaches the age of seven, teach him 
about the performance of Salah. Instruct him to observe 
this act of ‘Ibadat. Make the girls perform the Salah with 
their mother and take the boys with you to the Musjid and 
try to develop the enthusiasm for the performance of 
Salah. When they turn ten and they show any shortcoming 
in discharging this obligation, punish them appropriately. 
Let your actions and statements point out to them that you 
would not tolerate any form of carelessness in the 
discharge of this duty. 


18. When they turn ten, separate their beds and make 
each one of them sleep on separate beds. 
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19. Always keep the children clean and tidy. Be very 
particular about their hygiene, bathing and cleanliness. 
Ensure that their clothes are clean and pak (pure). 
However, abstain from excessive grooming and vanity. 
Keep the girls clothing simple as well. Don’t ruin the morals 
of the children by making them wear flamboyant and 
gaudy clothing. 


20. Avoid mentioning their faults in front of others. Be 
very cautious about putting the child to shame. At all costs, 
fefrain from bruising his ego. Similarly, when one of them 
errs, don't scold all of them. Advise the offender separately 
ortake appropriate action against him alone. 


21. In front of the children, don’t reveal your despair 
over their failure to rectify themselves. In fact, to boost 
their spirits, praise them wholeheartedly even over trivial 


achievements. Always try to encourage them and raise 
their spirit of self-confidence. 
22. Relate to them the stories of the Ambiya #8 . Explain 


how they invited the non-Muslims to Islam and what role 
their character played in attracting the infidels to Islam. 
Also narrate to them gallant incidents from the lives of the 
Sahabah 4 and other pious people. Regard such narration 
es crucial for their morals and for the development of their 
affiliation towards Din. In spite of your thousand and one 
other chores, take out a bit of time for this as well. May 
Allah 4 assist you and all the other Muslim parents. Amin. 


23. Periodically, make the children distribute alms, food 
etc. to the poor with their own hands. This would promote 
a spirit of sympathy and generosity towards the poor. Now 
and again, allow them to distribute food, (Sweets etc.) to 
their other siblings as well, as this would engender a sense 
of recognising the rights of others and create a spirit of 
impartiality amongst them. 
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24. Do not comply with the child’s every whim and fancy. 
With tact and wisdom, try to dissuade the child from this 
habit. Employ a bit of harshness now and again. Don’t turn 
them into obstinate and adamant children by showering 
them with misplaced love. 


25. Avoid speaking in harsh tones. Avoid yelling and 
shrieking and advise the children to speak in a moderate 
and gentle tone as well. Also stress upon them to avoid 
shouting and yelling at one another. 


26. Develop amongst them the habit of doing everything 


by themselves. They should avoid depending on the 
servants for every little thing, 


27. If there is a squabble amongst children, don’t be 
prejudiced by unfairly siding with your child. Remember, 
just as you cherish certain feelings for your own child, 
other parents also cherish the same feelings in favour of 
their children, Also, don't take heed to the complaints of 
the wife about your nephews and neighbours children etc. 


28. Always be impartial to all your children. Be very 
cautious and refrain from showing favouritism at all costs. 
If you have a greater inclination to one of your children you 
are excused but as far as your conduct, behaviour and 
dealings are concerned, you should be impartial and fair to 
each one of them. 


P 


29. Always be an excellent example to your children. You 
are unto your children a perpetual and silent teacher who is 
always studied and scrutinised by the children. Even in 
jest, do not speak lies before your children. 


30. Be cheerful on the birth of a daughter just as you are 
cheerful on the birth of a son. Girls or boys, both are 
blessings of Allah 3%. Allah 4% alone knows which is best for 
you; a boy or a girl. 
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31, Bring up your daughters with heartfelt joy, devout 


happiness, and a sense of religious spirit. In compensation 
ofthis, cherish the hope of Jannah from Allah 35. 


32, Do not regard the female child as inferior to the male 
and do not give him preference over her. Expose the same 
love for both of them and conduct yourself impartially with 
both of them. 


33. With enthusiasm and care, ensure that you give the 
girls their fixed share of a. deceased’s estate. Also, be 
specific in your will about depriving the daughters of their 
share of the inheritance. Make sure you study books on 
this subject like 'Tariqa-e-Wasiyyat 'and 'Ahkam-e-Mayyit’. 


34. The ideal father is he who instils the honour and 


esteem of his wife (their mother) into the hearts of her 
children. 


35. Similarly, the ideal father is he who refrains from 

arguing and quarrelling with his wife in front of the 

children. In spite of the most detestable behaviour of his 
wife, he exercises tolerance in front of them. Later on, 

when he is alone with her, he explains the proper situation 
to her and that he didn’t say anything at that time because 
of the children. Similarly, the ideal father is he who refrains 
from giving the wife and children any sad news the 
moment he comes home. He does not pounce on them 
with a volley of questions nor does he criticise them on any 
of their shortcomings the moment he seps foot into the 
house. Instead, he greets them with Salam, has a drink of 
water and then says what has to be said. 


36. The ideal father is he who tries to maintain between 
two children an appropriate gap that allows the first one to 
complete breastfeeding and become a bit self-sufficient and 
also it affords the mother to overcome her weakness she 
suffered due to childbirth and breastfeeding. This Gives her 
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{he opportunity to lighten her shoulders from the turmoil of 
a very young child. Now when she has no other valid Shar'î 
excuse, she prepares herself for the next child so that each 
one of them can be brought up correctly and each one is 
awarded individual attention. This gap also offers her the 
opportunity to offer each child her individual attention and 
also it also allows her to recuperate after the weakness of 
childbirth, breastfeeding etc. Furthermore, this gap ensures 
that the milk she is presently feeding is not adversely 
affected by another pregnancy. Therefore, it is 
recommended that the couple employ temporary measures 
of birth control and maintain a reasonable gap between 
their children, In fact, in view of the health of the mother 
or the child or on grounds of compelling reasons, after 
consulting with the Muftis, she may even maintain a longer 
gap provided her intentions are not warped. 


37. The ideal father is he who honours his wife's mother 
as well as his own mother in a manner pleasing unto Allah 
4 and this in turn engenders the same graciousness, Dini 


spirit and honour amongst his children as well. He who 
happens to be ‘a coolness unto the eyes’ of his mother and 


the wife's mother, his children will also be a ‘coolness unto 
his eyes’. 


38. The ideal father is he who practises upon the advices 
proffered in this book and endeavours to instil these 
attributes into his Muslim brothers as well. He also 
encourages his Muslim brothers to read this book and 
books like Tohfa-e-Dulha, Fadail A'mal, Fadail Sadaqat. He 
also makes Du'a for the compiler of this book and the 
people who have assisted in its publication and also for 
those men and women engaged in the effort of Din. 


39. Do not keep two daughters-in-law of conflicting 
temperament together. Ensure that you don’t get two of 
your sons married at the same time. If you have to do this, 
ensure that they stay separately. This arrangement 
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compasses a number of benefits and advantages to all 
aties concerned. For further information on this topic, 


ead the book Tohfa-e-Dulha under the chapter “advices to 
he parents of the groom”. 


4). When your daughter reaches the age of seven, bring 
her up in such a manner that she avoids shaking hands 
with men and she covers all her hair when she steps out of 
the home. Also, from an early age, develop the habit of 
making her wear long dresses and izâr (cotton pants) so 
that her legs remain covered at all times. 


41. Together with the aforementioned strategies, make 
Du'a for your children with ardent zeal and enthusiasm. 
Also abstain from the disobedience of Allah #4 and restrain 
others from the same. It is hoped that Allah & would not 


thrust aside the sincere Du‘as emanating from the depths 
of the parent's hearts. 
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Test Yourself 





Respected Father! 


Read the following questions thoroughly at least thrice. With 
an open heart and mind, ponder over the questions and 
answer them as accurately as possible. If you answer in the 
affirmative, give yourself ten marks in the space provided. If 
the answer ıs partially yes and partially no, give yourself five 
marks. If, Allah 4 forbid, you answer no to any of the 


questions, give yourself a zero in the space provided. 


If you score total marks, express your boundless Shukr 
(gratitude) unto Allah %, the Most High for making you an 


ideal father. However, if you score anything less, strive to 
overcome all your deficiencies and together with Du'as, 
endeavour to make yourself an ideal father. 


Question One 

When you decided to marry, did you search for a pious and 
faithful wife and an ideal mother for your children? If you 
were oblivious to this at that time, are you now concerned 
about making her a pious, religious and ideal woman? 

ANSWET: sesssess © MarkS: sees 


Question Two 

Do you make Du'å for pious children? After the birth of your 
children, did you express your gratitude unto Allah 4: by 
appreciating them? In fulfilment of this gratitude, are you 
really concerned about their religious upbringing with love 
and affection? Do you always attempt to ensure that they 
are not deprived of their mother’s milk? 

ANSWEF! sosse MAPKSicccseee M. 


Question Three 

Do you get up for Fajr Salah and after performing Wudu etc. 
do you get your wife and elder sons up with love and 
affection fer Salah? Do you take them with you to the Musjid 
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for the Fajr Salah and do you attempt to obtain the Takbir- 
ela? Do you encourage your wife and daughters to 
perform their Salah at home? Do you make Du'a for your 
wife and children in earnest? 

ANSWET: .sseeeee MAPKS:.....ccceee 


Question Four 

Are you impartial with al! your children especially between 
the boys and girls? On the birth of a girl, are you as 
overjoyed as when you are on the birth of a son? In order to 
bolster their confidence, do you frequently congratulate your 
children on their outstanding achievements? Do you behold 
an intelligent child and a stupid child with the same eye? Are 
you unbiased whenever you attempt to bolster their spirits? 
Answer: susse Marks: , 


Question Five 

When the child is guilty of some misdemeanour, bearing in 
mind his temperamental nature, after you very tenderly 
explain and advise him, do you admonish him with love and 
affection as well? Do you employ a positive approach that 
ensures he refrains from such a misdemeanour in the 
future? In the case where you had threatened to punish him 
over any offence, in order to retain the awe in his heart, did 
you punish him after he had committed that offence? 
Similarly, in order to lodge the esteem and awe of their 
mother within their hearts, do you ever praise her in front of 
tnem? 


Question Six 

Do you maintain strict supervision over your children? Are 
you fastidious about their cleanliness, neatness, food, 
clothing etc.? Do you make them have breakfast in front of 
you? Do you assist their mother in preparation for school, 


Madrasah etc.? Do you strive to acquaint them with the 
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Islamic etiquettes and Du'as? Do you attempt to develop 
within them the spirit to become ‘Ulama? 
ANSWEF! seusan MAPKS! sressvensees 


Question Seven 

Upon receiving a complaint of your child, do you refrain 
from insulting or humiliating him in front of everyone else? 
Allah 4 forbid, do you thrash him even before you 


thorouchly investigate the complaint? If he is really at fault, 
do you advise him with all your love and affection in privacy 
so as not to wound his self-esteem? 

similarly, if you receive a complaint from your wife and 
chidren, do you thoroughly investigate the charge with an 
open mind so that you are not left to regret your decision 
later on? 


Question Eight 

In wew of the unremitting hostilities between sisters-in-law 
and between mother-in-law and daughter-in-law nowadays 
which leads to a host of domestic problems, do you, as far 
as possible, try to provide separate accommodation for 
everyone concerned? Do you at least try to provide a 
separate kitchen for each daughter-in-law? Do you conduct 
yourself with your parents in the same manner as you would 
hke your children to treat you? Do you ever give your 
parents any reason to grumble about your behaviour with 
them? 


Question Nine 

"O you who believe! Save yourselves and your families 
from (the) fire.” [Séran Tahrim) 

In the context of this Qur'anic injunction you are charged 
with a number of responsibilities. For instance, the spiritual 
nurturing of your wife and children, striving to mould them 
within a cast of piety and religiousness etc. Do you 
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endeavour to fulfil these responsibilities in a positive manner 


_ with the determination and perseverance of a Da‘i? 


ANSWETS wcccccccccreoee MAMKS!...cccccccccccccs 


Question Ten 

Have you drawn up your will? Have you encouraged your 
wife and grown-up children to draw up their will as well? 
Have you studied books on this subject like Tariqah-e- 
Wasiyyat published by Baitul-‘IIm, Ahkame-Mayyit by Doctor 
'‘Abdul-Hayy rahmatullahi ‘alaih , Akabir Ke Wasaya by Mufti 
Sabbar Danish and Kitab-e-Wasaya by Khajah Afaridt? 

SWEN: crccccescccees MAEKS 2 rccccesscccees 
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